LARK HARBOUR

THE

YORK HARBOUR

BLOW·ME·DOWNER
FOR THE PEOPLE OF THE OUTER BAY OF ISLANDS
ISSUE 61 : 2011-12-02
NEWFOUNDLAND & LABRADOR
Editor: Stuart L Harvey, PO Box 17, Lark Harbour
NL, Canada, A0L 1H0

2011 December 02 Friday
Tel: 709-681-2256
E-Mail: blowmedowner@gmail.com

Remembrance Day at St James Church, Lark Harbour

Return of the Colours by Louis deJong and Roy Cook after the laying of wreaths by
families of fallen soldiers and sailors.

Singing of the closing hymn “Mine eyes have seen the Glory” led by members of
the Church Choir. [BLOW •ME •DOWNER pictures]

HE ANNUAL REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE took place at St James

T

Church, starting at 11am with a good attendance by choir and
congregation, although it is sad to note that each year there are fewer
of the Veterans of World War II and even the Korean War in
attendance.
Almost twenty wreaths were laid by families and friends of those
who gave their lives in the wars, and as usual the Last Post, the Two
Minutes Silence, and the Reveille were very moving experiences,
even though we did not have the inspiration of hearing the live
instrument.
Remembrance is particularly vivid in our small communities
where we have known individually many of the men and women we
commemorated here. We owe so much of our quality of life to those
who risked and in many instances lost life and limb because they
believed in the democratic and personal freedoms we are privileged
to enjoy and take for granted today.
Due to a rising south-easterly wind which was already making the
walls creak in a few heavy gusts, it was decided to complete the
whole service in the church without making the march to the War
Memorial.
In the absence of our vacationing Rector, Canon Nellie Thomas,
the service was ably conducted by George Sheppard, assisted by Ruth
Travers, both Lay Ministers.
If there was one disappointment at today’s service, it was the lack
of young people in attendance, although a few were, and it was good
to see them participating in the laying of their own family wreaths.
It is true that there was a Remembrance Service yesterday by the
school, and that the 11th, at the insistence some years back by the
Canadian Legion, is a holiday, but to see a few more of the younger
generation present would have been appropriate. After all, they are
the ones to benefit most from the sacrifices still being made by
Canadians in some of the danger spots of the world.
For those among us who may not know, Charlie O’Connell who
wrote the account at right is the son of the late Dr John I O’Connell.
Dr O’Connell is remembered with great affection by many in the Bay
of Islands for his years of compassionate and devoted service to the
sick. He is commemorated in the naming of O’Connell Drive and the
Dr J I O’Connell Centre, on Hospital Hill, Corner Brook.
His son, Charlie, a retired engineer, presently lives in Ottawa.

A TRUE ACCOUNT FROM WORLD WAR 1 FRONT LINES
HE SERVICES AND SACRIFICES made by The Salvation Army during

T

combat meant a great deal to the troops overseas. Salvation Army
workers risked their own lives, in churned-up battlefields, to cook and
provide comfort.
The Canadian Medical Officer asked the young wounded soldier,
“Are you in much pain?” By the size of the gaping wound in his side,
the soldier should have been in severe pain. The doctor applied
pressure, packed the wound with gauze and wrapped a thick bandage
around the leg. It wasn’t bleeding much now.
The teen looked up at the doctor from his stretcher at the bottom
of the wet, muddy trench. Sweat poured down his face. His pulse was
weak and fast. He was in shock, but still conscious. The doctor had
a supply of morphine in his field ambulance kit, which helped the
pain a bit.
All was not quiet on the Western Front that day. Shells exploded
over the trenches with ear shattering bursts. Shrapnel showered down
on the Ypres Salient. The Canadian regiment returned fire over
no-man’s land to the German lines that almost surrounded them.
Stretcher bearers risked their lives to remove the soldier and others
like him to safety behind the lines.
The doctor made his rounds in the trenches, moving from one
wounded man to another. He did what he could to relieve pain, to
stop bleeding, to dress wounds. Then he assured the wounded men
that there was hope for more treatment back at the base hospital.
Bombs continued to fall. Shells kept exploding. The doctor
persevered with his rounds. Then he was taken by surprise. As he
leaned over a patient to comfort him he felt a gentle tap on his
shoulder. A kind, soft-spoken British man asked: “Captain, would
you like a cup of tea and a crumpet?”
The doctor looked up to see a middle-aged man dressed in his
impeccable Salvation Army uniform. He carried a huge teapot, cups,
and a knapsack of cakes slung over his shoulder. The doctor smiled
and accepted the gift with gratitude. It was better than any gourmet
banquet. He enjoyed his only break on that day of death and horror.
From that day forward, and for the rest of his life, the doctor
carried a deep respect and love for the brave and selfless Christian
Soldiers of The Salvation Army. I know, because that doctor was my
father.
By Charlie O’Connell
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

ANNUAL SANTA CLAUS PARADE

HC=Holy Communion; MP=Morning Prayer; EP=Evening Pr
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2011

6:30pm - York Harbour Tree Lighting (YH Town Hall)
11:00am - St James - Baptism & Holy Communion
7:00pm - Lark Harbour Tree Lighting (LH Town Hall)
1:00pm - Church cleaning for Christmas
10:00am - Santa Claus Parade - starting at Lark
Harbour Wharf “down below”
2:00pm - Lark Harbour ACW - BAKE SALE
11:00am - St James -“Hanging of the Greens”
a service to decorate the church for Christmas
Lark Harbour ACW - BELL PARTY
7:00pm - Sunday School Christmas Pageant
See page 8 for details
Winter Solstice - First Day of Winter
4:00pm - St James - Christmas Eve Service
10:00am - St James - Christmas Day Service

2012

JANUARY
Sun
Sun
Sun
Sun
Sun

2012

11:00am - St James - Christmas Carol Sing
11:00am - St James - Bapt & Holy Communion
7:00pm - St James - Prayer & Praise
7:00pm - St James - Holy Communion
7:00pm - St James - Holy Communion
FEBRUARY

2012

Wed Ash Wednesday - First Day of Lent
ADVANCE DATES

2012

March 11th Sun Spring Equinox - First Day of Spring
April 8th Sun Easter Sunday
April 22nd Sun Earth Day
These are our Sponsors who support the BLOW·ME·DOWNER.
PLEASE GIVE THEM YOUR SUPPORT.
Anglican Parish of Bay of Islands
Lark Harbour
Byrne’s Store
York Harbour p. 3
Curling ONE Stop, 366 Curling St
Corner Brook
p. 7
Fillatre Memorials
Corner Brook
p. 2
Quik Lube Plus, 65 Humber Road
Corner Brook
p. 8
Sheppard’s Clover Farm Store
Lark Harbour
p. 3

PLEASE NOTE
The BLOW•ME•DOWNER will not be published for 2012 January,
February, or March. The next issue will be distributed on or before
2012 April 06 with a copy deadline of March 29. Emailed copy for
the April issue will be accepted at any time before the deadline, and
for best placement please submit your copy as early as possible to
blowmedowner@gmail.com
our Sponsors for your
interest and financial support through the past year: without you
it would not be possible to continue the publication.
We also thank our Readers for their encouragement: without you
and your support there would be no point in continuing.
And also, thanks to those who contribute, especially the Town
Clerks, who send their information regularly after meetings: without
your contributions, the BMD would be much less useful.
Below is a short summary of the BMD finances for the year,
during which we have published 8 issues at an average cost of $93.72
per issue. As everyone knows, costs of almost everything, including
distribution, paper and printing supplies, have been increasing, but we
do our best to be economical.

W

E TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO THANK

Brought Fwd from 2010
Income during 2011
Funds available
Expenses (incl GST)
Balance at Year’s end

2011 December 02 Friday

$ 186.57
$ 650.00
$ 836.57
$ 749.72
$ 86.85

BALANCE FWD to 2012 = $ 86.85
Regarding our time involved: we do not keep count of it, but it
seems to be about 30 hours per issue when all goes according to plan.
Occasionally, though, something does go wrong!

on
Saturday, December 10th at 10:00am
Starting at Lark Harbour Wharf “down below”
Ending at York Harbour Community Hall
Join in the festive spirit with Santa and the crew at the end
of the parade where snacks will be provided.

Come Join Us

York Harbour Annual Tree Lighting Event
on
Friday December 2nd at 6:30 pm
at

York Harbour Community Hall
Bring friends and family for festive songs and hot chocolate.

On Monday December 5th at 7:00pm
come and start the Christmas Season

Lark Harbour Christmas Tree Lighting
at

Lark Harbour Town Hall
Fun and Refreshments for all the Family

The BLOW•ME•DOWNER is distributed free to every
Canada Post mailbox in Lark Harbour & York Harbour
before or on the first Friday of the month.
Also anywhere by email on request.
Email important announcements about groups you belong.
Also Personal Announcements and Community News.
Include your name, address and telephone number.
Next BLOW•ME•DOWNER . . . . . . Issue 62, 2012 April 06
Deadline for Issue 62 . . . . . . . . . . before 2012 March 29
Please submit copy as early as possible for best inclusion.
To receive your BMD by email, send an email
with the word SUBSCRIBE in the subject line to
blowmedowner@gmail.com

SUGGESTIONS FOR LOCAL ORGANISATIONS
Many organisations hold their Annual Meetings and Elections of
Officers in the New Year. The BMD invites local organisations to
submit a brief summary of AGM information for publication.
A list of Officers with contact information would be appropriate,
along with a summarised yearly financial statement—perhaps like
that in the opposite column.
This information is available yearly but is rarely made public.
However for groups soliciting financial contributions from the public,
as many do, it may help with future fundraising by ensuring that
people know what is happening to their donations.
The BMD can also assist in making public your plans for the
coming year, such as regular monthly meetings, special events, etc.
These would be added to the Community Calendar each month, thus
keeping a constant reminder before everyone. This is a free service.

Merry Christmas to Everyone, no matter where
or who you are.
Have a restful, contented, joyful and safe
Christmas and New Year.
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Obituary

Obituary

AARON IVAN SHEPPARD

WALTER YOUDEN

1931 June 13 - 2011 November 16

1934 September 26 - 2011 November 18

that the
family of the late Aaron Ivan
Sheppard announced his passing at
Western Memorial Regional Hospital on
Wednesday November 16, 2011, in his
80th year, surrounded by his loving
family. He left to mourn with fond and
loving memories his wife Vonetta (nêe
Wells) of 56 years; two sons: Gary
(Violet) and Lawrence (Grace) of Corner
Brook; four daughters: Alice (Dave) of
Corner Brook, Susan (Angus) of
Ontario, Kim (Darren) of Lark Harbour,
Karen (Doug) of Corner Brook; ten
grandchildren: Michelle, Cory, Nancy,
David, Kellie, Robin, Larry, Kyle, Cody
and Aaron; six great grandchildren: Dawson, Chloe, Michael,
Meraide, Nichols, Kaitlyn and Joshua; brother Lawrence (Jean) and
sister Victoria Travers, both of Lark Harbour; sisters-in-law: Sedella
Wells and Lucy Sheppard; also a large circle of nieces, nephews,
relatives and friends.
He was predeceased by his parents George and Maude Sheppard;
brothers: John Sheppard (Elizabeth) and Lionel Sheppard; brothersin-law: Alex Wells and Jack Travers, William and Alice Tapp,
Edward and Ann Wells and grandson Jody Penney.
Visitation took place at Country haven Funeral Home on Thursday
17th November 2011 from 2-4 & 7-9pm. Cremation followed. A
Memorial Service was held on Saturday 19th November 2011 at 2pm
from All Saints Anglican Church, Clarence Street, Corner Brook, with
Rev Tanya White officiating. As expressions of sympathy flowers
and/or donations to a charity of one’s choice were gratefully accepted.
The family guest book could be signed or memorial donations made
by visiting the website at www.country-haven.ca.
The family would like to send special thanks to Dr Coleman and
the staff of the Palliative Care Unit at Western Memorial Regional
Hospital, and also to a very special guardian angel, Mary Bennett.
We offer our sincere condolences to Mr Sheppard’s relatives,
family and friends in this sad time of loss.

I

T WAS WITH GREAT SADNESS

Apologies are offered to the family of Mrs Winnifred Park
for the incorrect date published in her obituary notice last month.
The dates should have been
1927 October 16 - 2011 October 12.

Thank you, Debra

(L-R) Town Clerk Louise Darrigan, Mayor John Parsons, Debra Park, Deputy Mayor
Jamie Park and Councillor Stan Childs are pictured at a presentation to Debra Park
which took place at the Lark Harbour Town Council Office on Wednesday, November
16, 2011 in recognition of and appreciation for Debra’s contribution to the
Community of Lark Harbour as Town Clerk from 1995 to 2011.
(Picture by Joanna Pottle)

BYRNE’S STORE
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the family of
the late Walter Youden
announced his passing at Western
Memorial Regional Hospital on Friday
November 18, 2011, at the age of 77
years. He left to mourn with fond and
loving memories his wife Margaret;
children: Carol (Ivan) Gilbert, Judy
(Woodrow) Murrin, Ivan (Gale)
Youden, George (Helen) Youden, Ruby
(Michael) Sheppard, Sharon (Peter)
Wheaton; sisters Marjorie (Roy Larkin),
Sarah (Dennis Xenos), Marion (Robert
Taylor), sister-in-law Eileen Youden, brother-in-law Kenneth
Sheppard, 16 grandchildren, 12 great grandchildren, and a large
number of nieces, nephews, relatives and friends.
He was predeceased by his parents Marion & William Youden;
infant son Walter; brothers: Fred, William, and Harold; sisters: Irene
and Hazel; and granddaughter Kaylie.
Visitation took place at St James Anglican Church, Lark Harbour,
on Saturday November 19, 2011, from 7-9pm, and Sunday
November 20, 2011, from 10am - 12 noon. A Service of
Thanksgiving and Celebration for Walter’s Life took place at St
James Church, Lark Harbour, on Sunday November 20, 2011, at
2pm, and was well attended, with Reverend Nellie Thomas
officiating, assisted by Lay Minister George Sheppard. Organist was
Sharon Parsons. A tribute to Walter’s life was presented by Kelly
Grouchy and scriptures were read by Raymond Murrin, Sherry
Pottle, Stephanie McRae and Janice Gilbert. Pall Bearers were
Michael Youden, Bradley Murrin, Travis Sheppard, Justin Sheppard,
Philip Gilbert and Jonathon Gilbert. Interment followed at the
church cemetery. The family invited friends to join them for
refreshments after the service, and they thank everyone for their
kindness and support.
As expressions of sympathy, flowers were graciously accepted or
donations could be made to the family. The family guest book could
be signed or memorial donations made by visiting the website at
www.country-haven.ca. We offer our sincerest condolences to
Walter’s family and friends in their sad time of loss.

W

ITH GREAT SADNESS

WATCHMAN, HOW GOES THE NIGHT?
I watch CBC The National and recently I was
shocked at the number of negative events reported both
nationally and internationally. One after another reports were
presented on the following issues:
1. Several more countries in Europe are now at risk of economic
default.
2. Egypt is in political turmoil with riots, apparently justified,
against the interim military government.
3. Sanctions are being expanded against Syria in an effort to bring
down the Assad regime.
4. Iran is moving closer to having nuclear bomb capability.
5. Crumbling infrastructure (roads, bridges, water & sewer systems,
etc) is causing expensive problems all across Canada.

M

OST EVENINGS

And these are only some of them, in one night’s newscast. Nothing
was mentioned about things happening at a provincial level.
Do you ever find yourself wondering what is happening to our world?
Was it always like this, but we just didn’t hear about it? Is the world
really a worse place than it used to be?
I try to tell myself that things are no worse than they used to be,
though sometimes it seems otherwise. Maybe I’m like the ostrich, my
head buried in the sand. But whatever the case, let’s remember the
message of Christmas and give it a chance to work its magic:

Peace on earth, and goodwill to all mankind.

SHEPPARD’S CLOVER FARM STORE

Main Street, York Harbour - Phone 681-2040

! ! ! CHECK OUR PRICES ! ! !

FULL SERVICE GASOLINE
Groceries, Confectionery & Beer, Hardware, Loto
A GREAT SELECTION OF LOCAL SOUVENIRS

Gasoline Groceries Hardware Lotto Beer Liquor
Propane Exchange Program - Sears Catalogue Agent

DISTRIBUTOR OF PRODUCTS

from

MERCER’S MARINE
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MESSAGE FROM OUR RECTOR
—

Rev Nellie Thomas

Eddie Joyce, MHA

—

Bay of Islands District

ANGLICAN PARISH OF THE BAY OF ISLANDS

If you require assistance, please contact my office at:

Let’s Keep Christ in
CHRISTMAS

Fortis Tower, 2nd Floor, Suite 203
4 Herald Avenue, P.O.Box 2006,
Corner Brook, NL, A2H 6J8
Ph: 634-7883
Fax: 634-7885
Email: ejoyce@gov.nl.ca

N MATTHEW’S GOSPEL WE READ: “For where your treasure is, there

I

your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6: 21). Our hearts always hold
the things that mean a lot to us, things that are special to us and yes,
things that we treasure. The countdown for another Christmas is upon
us. In less than a month it will be Christmas Day. As we all hurry
around to do our last minute preparations, let us remember the
greatest gift we could ever have is not one that we can buy but the
Blessed Christ Child. The greatest gift we could ever give is the love
of Christ.
St James’ Choir will be entering a float in the Santa Claus Parade
again this year and the theme will be: “Let’s keep Christ in
Christmas”. One person is not able to do this alone, but if we all do
our little part, we can make everyone aware how important it is to
keep Christ in Christmas. If everyone is out hurrying around,
decorating, buying gifts, baking, wrapping presents and not knowing
the real reason they are doing this, what is the point of it all?
Let’s keep our hearts, minds and thoughts focused on the real reason
why we do what we do for December 25th. Do we do these things for
the sake of doing them? No, we do them because we are celebrating
the birth of Jesus that happened over 2000 years ago. Jesus’ love for
us was born and it’s a gift to each of us that was given freely. Let’s
tell our children about that love. Read them the story from Luke’s
Gospel (Luke 2.1-20) or find a book with language that your child is
able to understand. If we don’t tell that wonderful story to our
children, who will tell them?
We often see little ornaments that say: Jesus is the reason for the
season! I would like to add a few words to that sentence: “The one
and only Reason!” As we ponder in our hearts the real reason for
Christmas, let it be “Christ”.

A NOTE OF THANKS TO OUR VOLUNTEERS
S WE APPROACH THE END OF THE YEAR, it is fitting to offer our
appreciation to all those who in one way or another have made
contributions to our communities. Many of them devote hours of
their spare time to important things, and others take care of small
things we may not notice when they are done as they should be, but
we would certainly notice if they were not done. Those people
receive little or no pay for their voluntary work, and we could not pay
them anyway if they were to demand hourly wages.

A

It’s hard to remember everyone, and always a few get missed, but
here are some of them:
!
!
!
!
!
!

!
!

Let’s Keep Christ in Christmas
!
Let’s enjoy the beauty of a lovely Christmas tree,
Let’s enjoy the friendship of friends and family.
But let’s keep Christ in Christmas that all the world might see.
Let’s enjoy our presents we find on Christmas morn,
And let us always remember the night Jesus was born,
But let’s keep Christ in Christmas that all the world might see.
Let’s enjoy the carols and all the songs we hear;
Let’s enjoy the pretty lights we see this time of year;
But let’s keep Christ in Christmas that all the world might see.
Let’s make this a wonderful season filled with laughter
and with joy;
Let us never forget Jesus, Mary’s baby boy.

!
!
!

!

!
!

Yes!
Let’s keep Christ in Christmas
That all the world might see.
- Poem by Helen Kitchell Evans
My husband would like to join me in wishing you and your family a
Blessed Christmas Season and every blessing for 2012!
Rev Nellie and Rev Derek Thomas

Please Note - The next BMD will be published at the beginning of
April. Send in your copy any time before 2012 March 29.
The earlier the better.
blowmedowner@gmail.com

!
!

The Volunteer Fire Fighters.
The Firettes who raise funds for the Volunteer Fire Service.
The Town Councillors of Lark Harbour and York Harbour.
The Members of Lark Harbour and York Harbour ACWs who
help with refreshments at funerals and special events.
Fundraisers for the Clinic and numerous important Charities.
Members of the Outer Bay of Islands Enhancement Committee
who have organised the funding, development and maintenance
of the Walking Trails at Bottle Cove, Little Port and the
Blow-Me-Down area.
Those who visit sick people and do little jobs for them.
The Volunteers in the School who provide breakfasts and other
services and activities for children.
The Sunday School Teachers and helpers, Church Wardens,
Sidespersons, Readers, Choir members, musicians whose
devotion keeps St James Church clean and attractive.
The Members of the Trail Committees who give their free time to
make our communities enjoyable to live in.
Volunteers who clean up the garbage that accumulates in the
ditches beside our roads when careless people throw it out.
People who greet you at the Post Office, the Church, the Stores,
and who give you a friendly wave when they pass you on the
street.
Harbour Authority members, Library Board members, Food Bank
helpers, organisers of darts clubs, card games, sports events, bake
sales, seniors’ outings, etc.
All those who help to organise the Summer Festivals in both
towns.
Those who regularly visit their neighbours and friends who are
sick or homebound.
Those who pay their town taxes on time.
And finally, all who come out to make the many community
events successful simply by being there and participating in them.
Without that support there would be no point in having them.

!!!!!!
!!!!!!
!!!!!!
!!!!!!
!!!!!!

It is people like these who make our
communities into more than mere
collections of houses and streets:
They make them better places to live.
If we have missed anyone, we apologise.

MERRY CHRISTMAS

!!!!!!
!!!!!!
!!!!!!
!!!!!!
!!!!!!
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THE STORY OF EYAM
A narrative of courage and dedication
Part Two - Conclusion
Measures to limit the spread of the Plague
As people became sick and died, it was impossible for those who
remained to survive without essential supplies from outside, so
Mompesson and Stanley devised a system to prevent the infection
from being transmitted elsewhere. Eyam is in a mountainous area and
is somewhat isolated, so boundaries were set beyond which the people
of Eyam would not pass, and outsiders bringing supplies would not
enter. Mompesson wrote a letter to the Earl of Devonshire, the
wealthy landowner who lived at Chatsworth, a great house a few miles
from Eyam, and explained the plan. The Earl supported the plan and
agreed, provided that the people of Eyam stayed within the bounds of
their village. The Earl remained at Chatsworth the entire time of the
Plague and saw to it that the people of Eyam were supplied with food
and other essentials for as long as necessary. William Wood
describes the procedural details that were agreed:
A kind of circle was drawn round the village, marked by particular
and well known stones and hills; beyond which it was solemnly
agreed that no one of the villagers should proceed, whether infected
or not. This circle extended about half a mile around the village; and
at two or three places or points of this boundary, provisions were
brought. The places on the circle were appointed in different
directions, in order that the pestilential effluvia might not be directed
all in one way, by those set apart to fetch the articles left, and who
might be infected. A well, or rivulet, northward of Eyam, called to
this day, “Mompesson's Well,” or “Mompesson’s Brook,” was one
of the places where articles were deposited. These articles were
brought very early in the morning, by persons from the adjoining
villages, who, when they had delivered them beside the well, fled with
the precipitation of panic. Persons set apart by Mompesson and
Stanley fetched the articles left; and when they took money, it was
deposited in the Well and certain distant troughs, to be purified, and
to prevent contagion by passing from hand to hand. The persons who
brought the articles were careful to wash the money well before they
took it away. An account was left at this and other places of the
progress of the disease, the number of deaths, and other particulars.
When money was sent, it was only for some extra or particular
articles: the provisions and many other necessaries were supplied, it
is generally asserted, by the Earl of Devonshire. . . . A large vessel of
water stood there, in which money and other things were deposited
for purification.
The restrictions on movement seemed to be heeded fairly well,
and may have been effective in reducing the severity of the infection
elsewhere, but it is impossible to know. The Plague continued with
increased severity in Eyam itself, and by the end of July, during the
hot weather of summer, it was at its height. In order to avoid
spreading the infection within the village, Rev Mompesson closed the
church and instead held prayers in a clearing in the woods where each
family was able to stand clear of others. People stayed away from
each other and did not venture into the streets. Burials, customarily
done in the churchyard, were now being done hurriedly in fields away
from the village centre, and in most cases without coffins or shrouds
and the normal rites of funeral. Entire families died in their homes,
often unable to help relieve each other’s suffering with even a drink
of water. People were so preoccupied with their immediate concerns
that cattle, sheep, and chickens, unaffected by the disease, were left
untended, and crops were neglected in the gardens and fields.
Families had to bury their own dead. A family member might be
hurriedly burying a loved one in a field, while another loved one was
dying at home. It is reported that one woman, in the space of a few
days dug the graves and buried with her own hands, her husband and
six children. The last member of the family to die might rest unburied
for days before being noticed.
Marshall Howe, a ghoulish opportunist
Some people of course, were tempted to profit from the sufferings
of others. Such was a certain Marshall Howe, a man of great physical
stature and strength. It seems that he may have had the rare
experience of a very mild infection in the early weeks of the Plague,
and had then recovered to make a business of burying the deceased in
households where there was no one able to do it. His practice was to
complete the burial, without remuneration of any kind in most
instances, although a few might be able to pay a little. He would then
return to the home and take from it anything that he considered to be
of value to him. For some three months he did this with impunity, but
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What’s wrong with “Merry Christmas”?
What’s wrong with “Merry Christmas” as the greeting to use at this
time of the year? I notice many people greeting each other with
“Happy Holidays” these days.
The word “Holiday” originated from the expression “Holy
Day”, from a time when people worked every day except special
religious occasions like Sundays and saints’ days. But isn’t the
reason for this time of the year being a “Holy Day” simply
because it is Christmas?
So why not use the greeting “Merry Christmas”? Why not keep
Christ in the greeting when his birth is precisely why we have this
time of celebration?
eventually he received his just deserts when he had to bury his own
wife and son in August 1666. To give Marshall Howe his due, it
seems that he came to realise the error of his heartless ways, and
blamed himself for their deaths while living many more years and
continuing his chosen profession though with greater humanity for the
feelings of his neighbours. As a passing note, it is said that for years
afterwards the parents of Eyam would discipline their unruly children
by threatening to call in Marshall Howe!
Death of Catherine Mompesson
Rev Mompesson and his wife Catherine had managed to survive
the pestilence so far, and had worked untiringly to alleviate the
suffering and despair of as many of the parish as they could.
However, after months of such stress, it must have begun to affect
their own resistance to infection.
Mompesson was himself not in the best of health at this time, and
Catherine was concerned that he had developed an infection in his leg
from which was issuing an unpleasant green pus. As was believed at
the time, Catherine thought that he must have acquired the disease,
and the issue from his leg was the infection coming out. They went
for a walk and she remarked on the beauty and freshness of the day.
A few hours after returning home, Catherine herself took sick, the
symptoms of the Plague appeared, and she was soon delirious with
fever. Mompesson administered whatever remedies were available
to him, but to no avail, and two days later, on 26 August 1666,
Catherine passed away at the age of twenty-seven years. Rev
William Mompesson survived the Plague and remarried in 1670. He
died in 1709 at the age of seventy.
Despite their own suffering, the villagers of Eyam were deeply
moved and saddened by Catherine’s death, no doubt remembering the
enormous effort both she and her husband had been making to help
them in their grief. William, her husband, wrote a long letter to his
children, describing what had happened to Catherine and extolling
her indubitable virtues as a wife and mother. Dated 31 August 1666,
it is perhaps one of the most moving documents of its kind.
During the month of August the population of Eyam declined by
78 souls; 24 more died in September; 15 more by mid October.
Historian William Wood states that from an original total of about
350, only about 91 survived. Thankfully, after October 11th, no more
deaths from the Plague occurred.
The number of deaths across western Europe was horrendous. It
varied a little from place to place, but amounted to almost half of the
population on average, causing great social change everywhere.
When such large numbers of people die in so short a time, many
aspects of ordinary life are affected. The nobility who owned most
of the land could not find the numbers of workers they needed to
cultivate their fields, so tracts of land went out of production. Labour
became scarce in every industry, causing price increases of essential
commodities such as food, clothing, and building materials. In turn
these shortages provided opportunities for enterprising people to raise
themselves from their customary poverty. Over the next centuries
they formed an increasingly influential group of craftsmen and
entrepreneurs — the Middle Class we know today.
Quotations (in italics) are from The History and Antiquities of Eyam;
with full and particular account of the Great Plague, which
desolated that village. A.D. 1666. by William Wood, London, 1842.
The full text of Parts 1 and 2, with links to pictures of Eyam and
other informative websites, are available at the BMD website
http://www.blowmedowner.webs.com.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
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A READER WRITES BACK
The following comments are from a regular reader (name withheld)
in response to the Editorial Is Canada Really a Democracy? on
page 3 of the November issue. The letter was written as a series of
responses to the original so editing was necessary. I have tried to be
fair to the Reader’s comments in my editing.
On the Government’s forcing through of legislation:
I have voted Liberal and Conservative in the past, never NDP, but I
got tired of Liberals when I saw the arrogance of Chretien in the latter
years of his leadership. I respected him greatly in his work for Canada
during the last Quebec referendum. Talk about ramming things
through, he was master at it. The pompousness of Paul Martin who
arranged to have his steamship line registered offshore to avoid
paying Canadian taxes didn’t help. I guess he expected the rest of us
peons to pay the taxes he levied on us.
On Harper’s not having a majority of the popular vote:
It is not uncommon for a ruling party not to have a majority of votes
cast. Maybe some who voted for the opposition actually might have
supported some of his [Harper’s] legislation but their members aren’t
allowed to say so or vote for it because of party politics.
On the lack of real debate in the House:
There is nothing new about that! I learned that when I went to the
House of Commons on a high school trip 53 years ago. Little ever
gets achieved during house debate, the actual work gets done away
from the House. I’m not supporting it but it seems to be the way our
system is.
On MPs not answering questions in the House and elsewhere:
Again, there is nothing new about that, who was better at that than
“Teflon John” Chretien? Do you remember him on the witness stand
during the Sponsorship Scandal at the Gomery Inquiry playing with
golf balls instead of answering questions???
Responding to the charge that the Harper government is
destroying much of Canada’s international reputation:
I have a very positive view of the future of our country, we truly are
the envy of the world and we didn’t get there by accident. Certainly
the world economic turmoil has been and will continue to be a
problem but that is not our fault. Our leaders seem to be front and
centre at trying to get other countries to clean up their act.
I don’t agree with everything the present government has done, but for
the most part I think they are trying to do what the majority of people
want and, most important of all, they are doing the things they said
they would do during the election campaign. I really believe there is
something positive about that.
I am not a big fan of party politics, never have been. I think it hinders
good administration when a member has to abandon his ideals and the
wishes of the people in his riding to do as his leader demands under
threat of being whipped.** But I can’t think of what would work
better. I do try to keep an open mind regarding our elected people
and respect them for being there.
Thanks to the Reader who submitted these comments.
** Being “whipped” is the term used when members are required to vote the way
their party leaders demand, which may not be according to their own consciences.

LATEST UPDATE ON WATER & SEWER PROJECT
2011 November 25, Friday
On November 23, Mayor John and Councillor Llewellyn did a site
visit with officials from both the Corner Brook and St. John's offices
of the Federal Department of Fisheries and Oceans along with an
Engineer from Anderson Engineering to get a visual of the proposed
site for the dam and reservoir. Pictures of the dam and Fairfax Brook
and its tributaries were taken to determine the impact on the fish
habitat in the area. During the site visit it was pointed out that there
are trout in the brook and additional measures would have to be taken
to ensure minimal impact in spawning areas.
On November 24, a meeting was convened at the offices of Anderson
Engineering with officials from DFO, Provincial Municipal Affairs
and Mayor John and Councillor Llewellyn. DFO presented
information regarding Federal Regulations and the requirements to
have additional scientific data included in the Engineering Document
before approving the Project. Anderson Engineering has agreed to
immediately prepare the data and work with DFO officials to º

TOWN OF

LARK HARBOUR
Report of Regular Monthly Meeting of 2011 November 16
Present:

Absent:

Mayor John Parsons; Deputy Mayor Jamie Park
Councillor Stanley Childs
Clerks: Louise Darrigan (Recording) & Joanna Pottle
Councillors Pauline Sheppard & Llewellyn Childs
Meeting commenced at 7:00pm

! Minutes of 2011 October 18th and Fire Dept special meeting of
2011 Nov 08th adopted as circulated.
! Water & Sewer System update :- Application and financial
evaluation for Phase Two now completed. Council will have
representatives at two meetings: (1) between Town Engineer and
DFO slated for November 23rd to visit the water development site;
and (2) on November 24th at the Town Engineer’s office.
[See below, left column, for further update on those meetings.]
! Approved $2200 + HST for Yates and Woods to survey the
Town’s property in Little Port (known as the Municipal Park).
! Approved Regional Workbook as presented by Council.
! Approved Financial Report and Accounts Payable of $4,856.12.
! Approved write-offs totalling $282.17.
! Agreed to contact the Fire Commissioner’s Office on clarification
re medical response service provided by Fire Dept.
! Approved all building permits as listed.
! Reviewed a request regarding a new road to access certain
properties. Agreed to contact N&L Housing to seek more
clarification on public access right of way. Council directed
Clerk to investigate requirements for developing a new road.
! Complaints & Concerns :• Agreed to purchase flags and request George to fix flag pole.
• Agreed to give away all old bulbs and unused ballasts. Notice
to be posted for anyone who would like to take them.
• Agreed to purchase and store extra bulbs for replacement.
• A reasonable response given by owner of roaming dogs on
Little Port Road; issue now considered closed.
! Agreed to proceed with an application for Commissioner of Oaths
for Joanna Pottle.
! Meetings will now be held at the regular scheduled time.
! No reply as yet received from Bell Aliant regarding extended
service charge for all residents. Council agreed to contact Bell
Aliant again with copy to Eddie Joyce, MHA.
! Property Assessment Training Workshops - agreed to leave it to
discretion of Clerk(s) to attend.
! Council is still awaiting Town Engineer’s advice on the best
repair solution for the washed out culvert at Bottle Cove.
! Council will proceed with application for the Employment
Graduate Program (internship) sponsored by HRLE.
! Annual Christmas Parade :• Agreed to donate $50 to YH & LH Christmas Parade.
• Agreed to enter a float in the Christmas parade.
! Clerk to contact Dennis Blackwood re: cost of Christmas Banner.
! Town Tree Lighting set for Monday 5th December at 7:00pm.
! Agreed to purchase new sign for Bottle Cove Road.
! Discussion held re: potholes near entrance of Beacon Road.
! Mayor John to review coastal explorer map brochure from
ACAP.
! All other correspondence reviewed with no follow up necessary.
Meeting adjourned at 9:30pm.

ensure they receive the required detailed information and analysis as
soon as possible. It was apparent from the discussions at the meeting
that the first phase of the Project will not start this fall but, hopefully,
will get underway in early Spring of 2012. Updates will be provided
to residents as information becomes available.
From Mayor John Parsons

The BLOW•ME•DOWNER

Issue 61

LIBRARY NOTES
by
Susan Harvey
The new rotating collection seems to have more non-fiction
material than usual, with subjects including the environment,
investing, secret documents, woodworking machines, Windows 7, and
death. There are also two books with a lot of information about dogs,
and one about human relationships with animals, including dogs,
through the ages; plus biographies of William Shatner, Donald
Rumsfeld,, and the Crocodile Hunter. No time to get them all read
and reviewed this month, but at least you know they are there.
FICTION:
1. Murder at the Opera
2. The Bodies Left Behind
3. The Whale Road
4. The Admirals’ Game
5. The Edge
6. Fault Line
7. Out with the Tide
8. The Scarecrow
9. Blood Sins
10. Postmortem
11. True Detectives
12. Dead of Night

Margaret Truman
Jeffrey Deaver
Robert Low
David Donachie
Clare Curzon - Large Print
Barry Eisler - LP
Brian Cooper - LP
Michael Connelly
Kay Hooper - LP
Patricia D. Cornwell - LP
Jonathan Kellerman - LP
Brendan Dubois - LP

1. Murder at the Opera is another of Ms Truman’s mysteries set in
a famous Washington institution: the Washington National Opera.
We do actually learn something of how operas are produced, but we
also get somewhat of an insider’s look at the workings of Washington
society. The mystery has some complications involving terrorists, and
the ending is definitely strange. But for me, one of the more puzzling
mysteries in Ms Truman’s novels would be how she knows so much
about present-day Washington society. For all she actually lived in
the White House sixty years ago, she now has to be the best part of
ninety years old and she lives in New York City. According to the
Internet, she is widely believed to use a ghost writer named Donald
Bain; but both of them have always denied it. In any case, whoever
wrote this one, it is a good read. Informative, too.
2. The Bodies Left Behind is another good read, hard to put down.
There is a mystery of sorts, but the main excitement is the pursuit of
two women for many hours though rough country by two men
determined to kill them. The reader is part of all the fears and escape
strategies of the women. Unfortunately one of the men is very clever
at guessing what the women will try, so the pressure on the women
continues. The chase lasts for the first 250 pages of the book; this is
the exciting part. The rest of the book does resolve the mystery, but
there are almost too many convoluted twists and turns. However, in
the end all the bad and good guys get pretty well sorted out - mostly
dead in the case of the bad guys.
3. The Whale Road is a story of Viking adventure, set in 965 AD.
The author Mr. Low claims that, although the story itself is fiction, he
has done a great deal of research to create a credible background.
The names of people and places do take some getting used to; I
recommend the map at the front and - especially - the glossary of
place names at the back. It is a violent and quite bloody story; plainly
it was often a case of “kill or be killed”. The hero is a young man
called Orm, who is recruited to a Viking ship’s company at 16 years
of age. He fits in at the end, but he must grow up and learn to take
care of himself. It is an exciting read, but takes a little getting into.
4. The Admirals’ Game is a naval adventure set in the 1790's, shortly
after the French Revolution. The hero, John Pearce, is a lieutenant in
the British Navy, having been forcibly impressed against his will. His
efforts to free himself are part of the story throughout. Much of the
story also describes his relationship with several of his superior
officers, including at least three admirals and three generals. And the
with the queen of Italy and the captain’s wife. He is forced to
undertake several dangerous and unrewarding missions, mostly
diplomatic and political, rather than physical warfare; only right at the
end does an actual sea battle occur. Apparently the British were
fighting the French revolutionaries - including Napoleon - in support
of disenfranchised French Royalists. The sides are a little hard to
figure out at first. But presumably we are getting something of a
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picture of life in the British Navy at the time. Hopefully no
comparison with life today in either the British or Canadian Navies!
5. The Edge is a British police procedural in which a family has been
brutally murdered in their home as they slept. Possible motives are
not obvious, and most of the possible sources of information are not
very helpful. Some personality and territorial conflicts among the
police also tend to delay the investigation. The sensible grandmother
really seems to be the best detective; what she does at the end is
sensible in a way, but a bit of a shock.
6. Fault Line is the story of a young lawyer whose business is
threatened when two of his important associates are murdered. When
he is attacked himself, he asks his brother to come and help him. His
brother is an undercover agent, something of a hitman; and the two
of them have not gotten along since their mother’s death. The book’s
title refers to the serious deep crack in their relationship. The plot is
further complicated by a woman lawyer who may be able to help
them, or who MAY be working against them.
7. Out with the Tide is another British police procedural, this time set
in Norfolk on the east coast of England, in 1953. After serious
storms and flooding, a dinghy is found floating with a dead naked
woman in it; two days later, her husband is also found dead at the
foot of an old tower. There are several suspects, but no obvious case
emerges until a new witness suddenly appears.
8. The Scarecrow is a mystery set in Los Angeles, in which the main
character is a crime reporter who finds he is about to lose his job. He
decides to go out with a bang, and write a story that will really make
his reputation. He chooses to write about a teenager in jail for
strangling a young woman and hiding her body in the trunk of her car.
As he researches the case to explain how the boy’s neglected
upbringing has been responsible for his criminal nature, he is
surprised to find some facts that would show the boy to be innocent.
Further, it seems that this crime may actually have been committed
by a serial killer, totally unsuspected by the FBI and other police. A
smart killer who seems to realise that the reporter is after him, and
plainly will not hesitate to take action.
9. Blood Sins involves a charismatic preacher, Reverend Samuel,
whose congregation occupies a fortified compound in North Carolina.
The congregation of the church seems to include a surprising number
of influential members of the community, and also to prosper more
than one would expect. The FBI becomes suspicious when two
women die in strange ways, and their death is advantageous to the
group. The Special Crimes Unit sets up Tessa Gray as a rich widow
who owns property the church wants, in hopes that the Reverend will
be interested in her and they can discover how he works. The ploy
does get Tessa inside the church, but she is on her own when a lot of
weird stuff happens.
10. Postmortem is one of Patricia Cornwell’s forensic novels, similar
to those of Kathy Reichs, on which the TV series Bones is supposedly
based. Her ME, Kay Scarpetta, is dealing with several cases which
seem to suggest the work of a serial killer. He is clever enough to
leave no clues useful in identifying him, even with Scarpetta’s most
advanced techniques.
11. True Detectives involves yet another pair of brothers who don’t
get along. Half brothers, actually, since they apparently have
different policeman fathers. Again set in Los Angeles, the two
brothers, one an LA policeman, the other a private detective, find
themselves reluctantly working together to find a missing girl. They
must pursue the trail through some of the seedier parts of LA, where
a lot of unpleasant things can happen.
12. Dead of Night is an apocalyptic story of what may happen after
a really serious terrorist attack on the US. The cities are emptied, and
there are fires everywhere; the UN has had to step in. Samuel
Simpson has volunteered to work for the UN and record evidence of
atrocities in New York State. Aside from obvious dangers, Samuel
comes to believe that there is still a traitor who wants them dead.
Automobile - SERVICE & REPAIRS - Gas & Diesel

CURLING ONE STOP
Owners: Kevin & Betty Wayson
Phone 785-2619
366 Curling St, Corner Brook
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FUNDING FOR MUNICIPALITIES
that most Newfoundland towns (and many
other towns across Canada too) are having difficulty finding
sufficient funds to cover the increasing costs of services their
residents expect to receive.
At the recent Municipalities
Newfoundland and Labrador convention held in Corner Brook it was
suggested that a small increase in personal income tax would help.
However Kevin O’Brien, provincial Minister of Municipal Affairs,
immediately turned it down, saying “it will never happen”.

Sunday School Christmas Pageant
at St James Church
Sunday 18th December
at 7:00pm

I

T IS WIDELY KNOWN

What would he suggest instead? More regressive and unfair
taxation? We can’t avoid the need to pay taxes, but we must ensure
that new taxes, or increases in older ones, are introduced with
maximum care for fair and equable treatment, especially of the less
wealthy who are already too far below equality with the rich.
One possibility could be to raise the mil rate, the method used by
most municipalities for taxing property. But this tax discourages
people from improving their property, knowing that their tax bill next
year will increase as a result of their improvements. More and more
people are becoming critical of the property tax system, with some
advocating its total abolition in favour of a more progressive tax. It
is also an expensive tax to collect, costing the Town of Lark Harbour
about $11,000 per year in fees to the Municipal Assessment Agency
which assesses the value of your home. This is a very significant part
of the Town budget and could be much better spent on something
else.
Another suggestion might be to allow municipalities to impose a
sales tax. But we already pay one of the highest sales taxes in
Canada, even in North America, and for small towns like ours it
would raise little money. Such an increase would also meet resistance
and could easily damage the local business economy. Furthermore,
sales taxes are unfair unless staples such as food (already exempt),
clothing and medical needs are exempted, because they hit lower
income families much harder.
There is really only one tax which is fair to everyone: income tax.
However some people—the chronically sick, the disabled, those who
are unable to earn a living for reasons beyond their control—must be
protected against increases. Raising the income tax threshold for
some, and eliminating the tax entirely for others, may be necessary.
A completely new tax would also involve new collection costs for
towns already short of money. Income tax would have the great
advantage that the mechanism to collect it already exists and only
slight modification of the system would be needed. The funds thus
gathered would then be distributed by the provincial government
through the present municipal operating grants at no additional
administrative cost. Of course, there would be complaints, mostly
from those who now pay less income tax than they should because of
the numerous loopholes available to those with higher income.
Whatever the solution, it must be applied with fairness and with
minimal cost for administration.

FOOD BANK NOTES
by
Susan Harvey

BLESSED ARE THE CHILDREN!
T SEEMS AS IF WE NEED TO LOOK at our children if we want to see
Christianity at work. Our Sunday School, under the leadership of
the new superintendent, Mrs Shelley Swift, has taken to heart the
exhortation to “Feed the hungry”. Mrs Swift has requested the
children of the Sunday School to bring food items each week, instead
of money, for the collection. Every Sunday since then there has been
a wonderful heap of goodies for the Food Bank. Right now there are
three full milk crates waiting to go to the outlet in Curling. A really
great example for the rest of us! And congratulations to Shelley.

I

Sometimes we are reminded to make our donations to the Food Bank
by those big boxes which most of the grocery stores provide. I was
particularly impressed by the overflowing box in the Tim Horton’s on
O’Connell Drive. Several of the Corner Brook businesses organise
regular Food Drives among their employees. We are lucky to have so
many generous employers, as well as the events where patrons are
asked to bring a food item to donate.

“A Brand New Star”
Those taking part in the Pageant are:
Maddie Skinner
Amy Wheeler
Brooklyn Hynes
Ava Gallant
Sarah Park
Nathaniel Pottle
Jenny Childs
Victoria Sheppard

Bridget Swift
Emily Sheppard
Alison Childs
Kaylee Pottle
Ashton Woods
Kayden Woods
Zachariah Childs
Kaylee Park

Randy Sheppard
Sophie Swift
Cheyenne Joyce
Alley Childs
Dawson Childs
Makayla Barry
Alliah Park
Jackson Park

After the Pageant the children will return
to the Church Hall for a Celebration Party
with treats for all the hard work they have done.
COME TO CHURCH AND GIVE THEM YOUR SUPPORT

CUTS TO VETERANS’ SERVICES
HE GOVERNMENT CHOSE A GOOD TIME, right around
Remembrance Day, to announce their reduction of $226 million
in funding of services to Veterans. The excuse, rather crassly
provided, is that the Veterans who served in the World Wars, in
Korea, and in Vietnam are becoming fewer, so there is less need for
support funding. This may be true, but what about the thousands who
have served in Peacekeeping duties all over the world in the past half
century? Many of them are in dire need of health services they are
not presently receiving.

T

It is not only about the 150 or so dependent families, many with
young children, whose primary wage earners gave their lives, but
equally in need are the many more Veterans who sustained serious
injuries and require medical support of various kinds. Not the least
are those suffering from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) who
are often physically healthy but are emotionally affected by the
terrifying experiences they endured while in active service overseas.
The help these individuals nedd is frequently denied or delayed
simply because “they don’t look like they need it”.
There seems to be a powerful
impulse in Government to reduce
spending, which is commendable.
But reduction should first be made
in areas where it will cause minimal
suffering and disruption to all
Canadians, especially to our Armed
Forces personnel. Cuts must not be
made at the expense of those who
risked life and health to preserve our
peace, nor to those who are most
vulnerable in our society such as
children and the chronically sick.
Perhaps one of the most appropriate areas in which to make cuts
would be the salaries and generous allowances and pensions received
by Members of Parliament. Is there any suggestion by Government
to economise there? Or to put aside for now the billions they plan to
spend on megaprisons approved by no one outside the ranks of their
own party faithful? Not likely! That might offend the ideology of a
Federal Government that wants to appear “tough on crime”,
regardless of whether the country can afford it at a time when the
Government has called for restraint!
But if we as Canadians (and this includes our Governments) value
the freedoms defended on our behalf by the men and women of our
Army, Navy and Air Force, then we have a duty and a responsibility
to ensure that they and their families can get the support and care they
need when they need it. They have given much for us, and we should
be ready to give it back. There is no justification for cut backs there.
Any money the nation can afford should be used in areas where
the need is greatest.

