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A Successful Summer even with Risk of Bad Weather

Pictures taken around Lark Harbour during the summer. Top 4 : at the Trails Summer Festival. Bottom Left : some of the tourists from
Belleville enjoying the scenery at Island Cove. Bottom Right : visiting sail boats in the harbour. (All pictures © BMD)
ESPITE THREATENING WEATHER before many of the local events,

D

on our two celebratory weekends (Lark Harbour Multi-Purpose
Trails Festival on July 15-17 and the Blow-Me-Down Days on
August 5-7) Mother Nature co-operated and both events were
successful. However the Folk Festival in Bannerman Park, St John’s
on the same weekend as our Blow-Me-Down Days had to be
cancelled due to heavy rain and wind. But both our local events were
well attended and the efforts of the organisers in each case were fully
rewarded with fair weather. Congratulations to all those who
volunteer so much of their time planning and working before, during,
and after these events. It’s a far cry from the days a generation or so
back when very few things took place here. Now we have
considerable numbers of people who work hard for no pay to make
these valuable contributions to their communities.
On the topic of the many improvements made here, particularly
the numerous trails for hiking and ATV/snowmobile use which are

now becoming widely known throughout the region and further
away, we are seeing an increase in the number of visitors in our
towns. One group of about 40 people on a coach tour from
Belleville, Ontario, spent several hours here on July 25th and were
most complimentary about the Provincial Park and the Bottle Cove
trails they experienced, as well as the wonderful food they were
offered by the joint ACWs at the Church Hall. Several of them also
wanted their pictures taken in front of the Outlander Boat. Their one
complaint was that they were not able to spend more time here!
Perhaps the time is approaching that we need a few more services
such as B&Bs for tourists to stay overnight. Maybe even a marina!
Accolades to the members of our Town Councils, the Outer Bay
of Islands Enhancement Committee, the Multi-Purpose Trails
Committee, the Firefighters and Firettes, the ACW, and all others,
groups and individuals, who dedicate so much of their time and
energy to working for the improvement and safety of our lives here.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

MESSAGE FROM OUR RECTOR

HC=Holy Communion; MP=Morning Prayer; EP=Evening Pr
LH = Lark Harbour; YH = York Harbour; JB = John’s Beach
Church items relate to St James, LH, unless indicated otherwise.
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Mon Thanksgiving Day
Tues NL Provincial Election Day - VOTE !
Fri
Or earlier - November BMD copy deadline
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Sun 11:00am - Morning Prayer
7:00pm - St Ambrose - Memorial Hymn Sing
Mon LABOUR DAY
Sun 11:00am - Baptism & Holy Communion
7:00pm - St Ambrose, Prayer & Praise
Sun 10:30am - St Ambrose - Holy Communion
7:00pm - Memorial Hymn Sing
Sun 10:30am - JB “Back to Church Sunday”, HC
7:00pm - LH “Back to Church Sunday”, HC
Fri
Or earlier - October BMD copy deadline

2011

2011

Remembrance Day
Or earlier - December BMD copy deadline
ADVANCE DATES

2011 September 02 Friday

2011

Christmas Day is on a Sunday this year.

These are our Sponsors who support the BLOW·ME·DOWNER.
PLEASE GIVE THEM YOUR SUPPORT.
Anglican Parish of Bay of Islands
Lark Harbour
p.2
Byrne’s Store
York Harbour p.5
Curling ONE Stop, 366 Curling St
Corner Brook
p.6
Fillatre Memorials
Corner Brook
p.5
Quik Lube Plus, 65 Humber Road
Corner Brook
p.3
Sheppard’s Clover Farm Store
Lark Harbour
p.5

The BLOW•ME•DOWNER is distributed free to every
Canada Post mailbox in Lark Harbour & York Harbour
and also free by email elsewhere on request
before or on the first Friday of the month.
Email important announcements about groups you belong.
Also Personal Announcements and Community News.
Include your name, address and telephone number.
Next BLOW•ME•DOWNER . . . . . . . . Issue 59, 2011 Oct 07
Deadline for Issue 59 . . . . . . . . . before 2011 September 30
Please submit copy as early as possible for best inclusion.
To receive your BMD by email, send an email
with the word SUBSCRIBE in the subject line to
blowmedowner@gmail.com

—

Rev Nellie Thomas

—

ANGLICAN PARISH OF THE BAY OF ISLANDS

SENDING HELP TO SOMALIA
If we Google “Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund” we
will find on their Home page:
Thousands of people fleeing Somalia for desperately overcrowded
refugee camps in Dadaab, Kenya. Livestock dead. No water, the
soil turned to dust. 10.7 million people affected. The numbers are
staggering, and the images are horrifying. This is the reality for so
many people living in the Horn of Africa as the drought in the region
continues, and the UN declares a famine in Somalia.
How devastating to read those words and discover that there are
thousands of men, women and children starving to death in the
world. How can we help we might say? Again, Primate’s World
Relief and Development is helping. And we can help! Maybe in a
small way, but we can help!
For every dollar an individual Canadian donates over a 10-week
period (retroactive to July 6, 2011, and ending September 16, 2011)
to an eligible registered Canadian charity responding to the drought
in East Africa, the Government will contribute an equivalent amount
to the East Africa Drought Relief Fund.
The Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund will be pleased
to accept your donation toward the relief of the terrible famine in
East Africa.
Just put your Primate’s Fund envelope in the church collection plate
at any service (until September 11th). Please give generously.
Here is a table grace that underlines the importance of giving:
We thank you for food, and remember the hungry.
We thank you for health, and remember the ill.
We thank you for homes, and remember the homeless.
May our thanks lead to action, to doing your will. Amen.
THE TALE OF THE PRODIGAL CAT
Life doesn’t always bring things to a happy conclusion, but here is
one that almost no one expected. Remember Carmen, the little
yellow and white cat belonging to Revs Nellie and Derek Thomas?
It’s now over three months since May 25 when Carmen disappeared,
and despite announcements and notices and many false alarms, no
one had seen her since. Plenty of cats had been spotted, but none of
them was Carmen. However, on Friday August 19 Rev Nellie
reported that Carmen had been found, much thinner, of course, but
with no visible injuries, and overwhelmingly glad to be back home
again. Now, though, she has a little adopted brother named Figaro.
Rev Nellie has no idea where Carmen had been for three months,
and Carmen is not giving away any secrets. Nor is she telling how
many of her nine lives she has used up. But maybe she’ll be a bit
more resigned to staying close to home. Let’s hope she now has a
long life ahead of her at home.
The Thomas family thanks all those who helped in the search for
Carmen, and especially Barb and Dennis Sheppard who found her,
took her in, and called Rev Nellie.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It has come to the attention of
LARK HARBOUR TOWN COUNCIL
that the use of

DIRT BIKES and ATVs
is becoming an issue in the Community.
Residents are advised that the RCMP have
been contacted and are aware of this issue.
The RCMP will be doing regular surveillance
of the area to resolve this problem
before a serious incident occurs.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR ANTICIPATED COOPERATION

LOOK OUT FOR THE SECOND DIP
OF THE “DOUBLE-DIP RECESSION”
There’s a lot of alarming talk everywhere about financial matters like
the stock markets and unemployment. On August 19, Jim Flaherty,
Federal Minister of Finance declared that Canada is well situated to
ride out the world’s current monetary problems. While that is true,
we are not immune from economic problems. We are a resourcebased economy dependent on selling our those products to countries
like the USA, Europe, and China.
Our current Federal Government has already used up the surplus
funds that existed prior to 2008, and is planning now to reduce taxes
to large corporations. This will make it more difficult to fund the
additional services needed by people who lose their jobs, and the
Government would have to borrow. Then interest rates would rise,
and Canada would be back in debt.
(Continued at bottom of page 4)
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Obituary
JAMES FLETCHER

Obituary
HAYWARD THOMAS SNOOKS

1928 February 24 - 2011 July 25

1943 November 30 - 2010 December 22

that
the family of James Fletcher
announced his passing at the family
residence in Lark Harbour on July
25, 2011 at the age of 83 years.
Loving father, grandfather, greatgrandfather, brother, uncle. He left
to mourn his son James Mark
Fletcher (Kathy) and daughter Ruth
(Scott) and special friend Nina
Druggett; and two sisters in
England: Norah Dawson (Bill) and
Margaret Drury. He was also
survived by his four grandchildren:
Jacqueline (Corey); Jennifer (Andrzej); Jessica and Robert Fletcher;
five great-grandchildren: Samantha, Gregory, Kaitlyn, Adriana, and
Alycia, and a large circle of nieces, nephews, and friends. He was
predeceased in 1986 by his wife Norma, parents James & Agnes
Fletcher, and sisters: May Sheppard (George) & Rosemary Fletcher.
Jimmy was well-known and liked in Lark Harbour; he was always
cheerful and greeted everyone with a smile. For many years he held
the position of Lay Reader at St James Church where he conducted
services, including baptisms and funerals, in the days before there
was a resident minister in Lark Harbour.
Visitation took place at St James Anglican Church, Lark Harbour,
on 2011 July 27 Wednesday from 2:00 to 4:00pm and 7:00 to
9:00pm, and 2011 July 28 Thursday from 10:00am to 12 noon. A
Service of Thanksgiving for the Life of Jimmy Fletcher was also held
at the church on Thursday at 2:00pm with Rev Nellie Thomas
officiating. Interment followed at the Church Cemetery.
As expressions of sympathy, in lieu of flowers memorial
donations could be made to the church fund in Lark Harbour. The
family guest book could be signed and memorial donations made by
visiting the website at www.country-haven.ca.

I

T WAS WITH GREAT SADNESS

Obituary

CHARLES CYRIL SHEPPARD
1930 - 2011
that the family of the late Charlie
Sheppard announced his passing on Saturday, July 9th, 2011 at the
Corner Brook Long Term Care Home at the age of 81 years. Left to
mourn with fond and loving memories are his wife of 59 years, Olive;
daughter Beatrice (companion Jerome); granddaughter Carla (Jeff);
great granddaughters Amber and Kaitlyn, all residing in Lark
Harbour; sisters: Marie Higgins (Chester), Corner Brook, and Sarah
Sheppard, Montreal; brothers: Allan (Pearl) and Archibald (Bertha),
Lark Harbour; mother-in-law Mrs Helena Park; sisters-in-law:
Marjorie Sheppard, Lark Harbour, Dorothy Sheppard, Corner Brook,
Mona Wheeler, York Harbour and Christine Gilbert (Raleigh), Lark
Harbour; brothers-in-law: Russell Park (Louise), Halifax, Derek Park
(Ellen), Lark Harbour and William Park (Sheila), Fort MacMurray;
as well as a large circle of nieces, nephews, other relatives and
friends. He was predeceased by infant sons and daughters; brother
William and son-in-law Ira Murrin. Granting his wishes, cremation
had already taken place at Humber Valley Crematorium. Friends and
family visited St James Church on Monday evening.
A Service of Thanksgiving and Celebration for Charlie’s life was
held on Tuesday, July 12th at 2:00 pm, Reverend Nellie Thomas
officiating. A fine Tribute was delivered by niece Jacqueline Gilbert
McCarthy; scriptures were read by Kitty Park, Carla Murrin, Nina
Druggett and Mildred Childs and the organist was Sharon Parsons.
The ashes were interred at the church cemetery.
As expressions of sympathy, in
lieu of flowers, donations to St
James Church Memorial Fund or to
the charity of one’s choice were
accepted. The family thanked
everyone for their kind words of
sympathy and support and their
many acts of kindness. All were
invited to join the family for
refreshments after the Service.

I

2011 September 02 Friday

T WAS WITH GREAT SADNESS

ALBERTA on 2010 December 22,
where cremation had already taken place. He left to mourn
with fond and loving memories his wife Evelyn, daughter Pamela
(Elwood), son Adam (Lori); stepchildren Charmaine (Rod), Kenny
(Elke), and Jason (Laurie); grandchildren: Dustin, Aaron, Megan,
Richard, Nicholas, Riley, Billy, Alex, Elizabeth, and Michael; greatgrandchildren: Isabelle, Katie, Kenneth, and Alexander; sisters:
Myrtle, Shirley, Irene, Ruby, and Susan; and brothers: Gary, Austin,
Raymond, Ruben, and Ricky.
A Memorial Service of Thanksgiving and Celebration for the Life
of Hayward Thomas Snooks was held at St James Anglican Church,
Lark Harbour, on 2011 July 08 Friday at 11:00am. Scriptures were
read by Melissa Kendell, Brittany Sheppard, George Sheppard, and
Alice Sheppard, and the service was conducted by the Rector, Rev
Nellie Thomas. Interment of Mr Snooks’ ashes followed at Lark
Harbour Cemetery.

M

R SNOOKS PASSED AWAY IN

Obituary

ROSS PARK
1937 August 22 - 2011 August 03
that
the family of the late Ross Park
announced his passing at the
Western Memorial Regional
Hospital on August 3, 2011 at the
age of 73 years. He left to mourn
with fond and loving memories his
wife Linda; daughters: Tanya (Jim),
Trudy Jennings (Bob), and Rowena
Kettlehut (Gary); sons: Tyson
(Tracy), Darrin (Rena), John
(Heidi), Paul (Evelyn), and Steven
(Amy); 19 grandchildren; 5 great grandchildren; sisters: Lois Kendell
(Arch), Barbara Park, brother Wilfred (Maisie); stepmother Myrtle
(Gerald); stepsisters: Josephine Daye (Dave), Brenda Cantwell
(Kevin), Edna Park (Gerald), Betty Ross (Vic), Doreen O'Neil; step
brothers: Henry (Betty), Llewellyn (Nancy), William, Harvey (Paula)
and families; also sadly missed by a large circle of nephews, nieces,
relatives and friends. He was predeceased by parents Henry and
Mabel, daughter Vivian, sisters Vivian and Mary Murrin, brother
Percy and stepbrother Eldred.
Ross was a very community-minded man and was elected to the
York Harbour Town Council, serving as Mayor for several terms, as
well as being involved in politics at a regional level. During that
time he was instrumental in promoting the Volunteer Fire Service,
and obtaining a fire truck and the VON Health Clinic for the two
towns. He was also a poet and an avid reader, and a member of the
Blow-Me-Down Public Library Board for a number of years.
Visitation took place at Country Haven Funeral Home, 167
Country Rd on Friday August 5, 2011 and Saturday August 6, 2011
from 2-4 & 7-9pm at St James Anglican Church in Lark Harbour.
A Service of Thanksgiving and Celebration for Ross’s Life took
place on Sunday August 7, 2011 at 2pm with Rev Nellie Thomas
officiating, assisted by Lay Minister Lorraine Humber who also
spoke a Tribute to Ross. Readings of scriptures and some of Ross’s
poems were read by Trudy Jennings, Murray Sheppard, Samantha
Sheppard. Music provided by Don Travers, Marie Park and Rev
Nellie. Cremation had already taken place, interment to follow at a
later date. Flowers were received, and the family guest book could
be signed or memorial donations made by visiting the website at
www.country-haven.ca. Everyone was invited to join the family for
refreshments in the Church Hall after the service.

I

T WAS WITH GREAT SADNESS

We offer our most sincere condolences
to the families and friends of all those
who have recently lost loved ones,
especially those in our own communities
3whose obituaries appear in this issue of the
BLOW•ME•DOWNER.
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TOWN OF

LARK HARBOUR
Report of Regular Meeting of 2011 July 19
Present: Mayor John Parsons; Councillors: Llewellyn Childs and
Pauline Sheppard;
Clerks: Louise Darrigan (Recording) & Peggy Sheppard.
Absent: Deputy Mayor Jamie Park; Councillor Stanley Childs
Meeting commenced at 7:00pm.
! Minutes of 2011 June 21adopted as circulated.
! Water/Sewer update:
• Meeting scheduled for July 26th with DFO and Town’s
engineer consultants regarding the water service system.
• Public tender notice for Phase 1A should be forthcoming
within the next few weeks. (See UPDATE at right)
• All agreed for clerk(s) to follow up with BMO regarding the
interest fixed rate and to proceed with the loan if there is no
changes to the fixed rate.
! Ten vehicle wrecks have been disposed of. A name list is still
kept at the office for another disposal trip. Clerk(s) to inquire of
two additional residents to determine if interested in taking part.
! Clerk(s) directed to contact Roger Noseworthy, Surveyor,
regarding Town Hall Road description for the community survey.

2011 September 02 Friday

! Meeting commenced at 7:00 pm with a discussion on the
playground with Ms. Bonnie Wheeler. Paving part of the
playground for a basketball court and skateboarding area is seen
as appropriate. Comm Cap Grant of $15,000.00 received.
Clerk(s) to gather further information on quote received.
! Minutes of 2011 July 19 & 26 adopted
! Water/Sewer update – Public tender notice posted.
! Vehicle wrecks – Clerk(s) to contact residents not on cleanup list
to see if interested in taking part. Motion approved for removal
of wrecks.
! Liquor License – Further information has been gathered on the
issue of a Club License vs. a Special Events License. Council is
not prepared to endorse a formal bar license.
! Breakwater repair – Brief discussion on letter received from
Department of Transportation and Works. Agreed to take photos
and videos of the area during a storm, and continue to pursue
funding from other Government agencies.
! Western Regional Waste Management – minutes from meeting
held July 21st reviewed.
! Greater Humber Joint Council – Agreed to continue with cleanup
and vehicle wreck removal.
! Recycling – To be discussed at October Joint Fire Dept meeting.
! Fire Dept – Approve letter and monetary settlement re: truck cap.
! Search and Rescue Sub-centre – review of response to letter.

! Playground update: Quotes for paving the playground area were
all reviewed. Decisions deferred to September meeting. Grant of
$15,000. received from Dept of Tourism for playground.

! 2011 Municipalities NL Annual Convention & Trade Show –
deferred until September meeting.

! No information received yet from NLC or Lark Harbour Multi
Purpose Trail Committee regarding the usage of a type of liquor
licence in the Town building.

! Building permits - all applications approved.

! Financial Report & accounts payable of $52,503.75 approved.
! Write-off requests approved in the amount of $1.05.

! Two students employed under HRLE grant have now finished.

! Community Enhancement Employment Program re Fire Dept –
Application sent, awaiting reply.

! Culvert extension requests deferred until Park and Youden Road
is investigated; decision will be made from the report.

! Crown Land Application – approved.

! ACAP environmental explorer day now booked for July 27, 2011.
! Reply received from Dept of Transportation and Works advising
Council that their Department does not own any of the
breakwaters in Lark Harbour and therefore cannot offer
assistance with the repairs.
! Letter confirming appointment of Shirley Park as Assessment
Review Commissioner received from Municipal Assmnt Division.
! Financial report approved with accounts payable of $20,086.93.
! Building permits approved as on list presented.

! Will contact York Harbour Clerk and send letter to CRTC re cell
phone service.
! Agreed to purchase a new fridge for upstairs and to have the mop
cupboard upstairs vented and coated with Varathane.
! Discussion on use of dirt bikes and ATV’s in the Community.
Agreed to post signs re RCMP surveillance.
! Review of letter to Terry Loder re brush cutting and clearing.
! Agreed to have by-roads graded.
Meeting adjourned at 9:15pm.

! Invitation to opening of Corner Brook City Hall presented.
! All complaints/concerns reviewed with following decisions:
• Agreed to have S.F. Enterprises revisit the playground ditch
and to investigate the drainage for runoff water problems etc.
• Agreed to contact Counc. Stanley regarding the load of fill
required for the resident’s driveway by the playground.
• Follow-up on building upper level rental keys kept at office.
• Follow-up on lost upper level keys loaned to Seniors’ group.
• Discussion on dumping in the community. Counc. Llewellyn
agreed to remove the mattress and the mattress springs that
have been dumped near the cemetery and to bring it to the
Town building for garbage pick up.
! Next meeting date for the W Rgn Waste Management Board is
July 21. Cannot yet confirm if a representative will attend.
! Clerk position review deferred until September meeting.
! Will contact Tony Oxford regarding CD and waste mgmnt.
! MNL annual convention pkg. deferred to August meeting.
Meeting adjourned at 8:30pm.

Report of Regular Meeting of 2011 August 16
Present: Mayor: John Parsons; Deputy Mayor – Jamie Park
Councillors: Stanley Childs and Llewellyn Childs.
Clerk: Peggy Sheppard (Recording).
Guest: Bonnie Wheeler.
Absent: Councillor: Pauline Sheppard; Clerk: Louise Darrigan.

WATER AND SEWER UPDATE
On 2011 August 04, final approval was received from the
Department of Municipal Affairs, authorising the publication of the
Tender for Phase 1A of the Water and Sewer Project (construction
of an access road to the dam location).
Tenders closed at 2:00 pm on 2011 August 22. Results were then
forwarded by Municipal Affairs to Walter Anderson, Town Engineer,
for awarding of the contract.
After the start of Phase 1A, the process for Phase 1B will begin.
Council is now awaiting a response from the Department of
Municipal Affairs regarding the funding for Phase 2 of the Project
(construction of the dam).
(Continued from bottom of page 2)
Rising interest rates may be our greatest threat. They may rise quite
quickly, as they did around 1980 when people ended up paying 20%
or more on mortgages, credit cards and other debts, hurting all of us.
If you think that is likely to happen then the best way to protect
yourself is to pay down as much of your debt as soon as you can.
That way you will survive. But if you are not buying things, that puts
other people out of work, which is what happened in 2008 and in the
grandfather of recessions, the Great Depression of the 1930s.
When the Titanic was built, it was said to be unsinkable; but we
know what happened. When Flaherty tells us we’re okay and there is
nothing to worry about, as he did in 2008, we know he was missing
the iceberg then; it may be that he’s now missing another one.
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Obituary

C A N A D A’S N E W P A R L I A M E N T

Isreal John Sheppard
1953 February 05 - 2011 August 11
JOHN SHEPPARD of Lark
Harbour passed peacefully away at the
Health Science Complex, St John’s,
surrounded by his loving family, on
August 11, 2011 at the age of 58 years.
He was predeceased by his parents
Dorcas and George Henry Sheppard and
parents-in-law Lucy and Harry
Ploughman. He left to mourn with fond
memories his loving wife of 37 years
Lorraine; daughter Nicole of Fort
McMurray, AB; sons Glen (Manuela) of
Little Rapids, NL and Richard of Lark Harbour; his precious
grandchildren Dylan, Dustin, Jade, Emily, Gage and Ava; his sisters
Mary, Margaret (Walter), Ann (Fred); brothers Gideon (Lesley),
George (Elizabeth), Herbert (Kay), Eric (Judy), Ben (Wanda);
brother-in-law Clifford (Yvette); sister-in-law Christine; also a large
circle of nieces, nephews, relatives and friends.
Visitation took place at St James Anglican Church, Lark Harbour,
on Sunday August 14, 2011, from 7:00 to 9:00 pm, and Monday
August 15, 2011, from 2:00 to 4:00 and 7:00 to 9:00pm.
A Service of Thanksgiving for John Sheppard’s Life was held on
Tuesday 16 August 2011 at St James Anglican Church, Lark
Harbour, with Rev Nellie Thomas officiating, assisted by Lay
Ministers George Sheppard and Lorraine Humber. Tributes to John
were read by his sister Ann and niece Andrea, and Gideon read his
special poem My Brother. Scriptures were read by Sharon Wheaton,
Sheri Pottle and Ruby Sheppard. Requested by the family, Rev
Nellie sang the hymn God of the Mountain. Lay Minister Lorraine
Humber led the Prayers of the People. Pall Bearers were Ivan
Youden, Scott Sheppard, Bill Sheppard, Peter Wheaton and Clifford
Ploughman. Interment followed at the Church Cemetery, after which
friends were invited to meet with the family for refreshments in the
Church Hall.
Flowers were greatly appreciated and donations could be made to
the Leukemia Foundation. The family guest book could be signed or
memorial donations made by visiting the website at
www.country-haven.ca. The family thanked all for their sympathy
and support during their time of bereavement.

I

SREAL

YORK / LARK HARBOUR
FIRE DEPARTMENT
NOTHER BLOW-ME-DOWN DAYS FESTIVAL has gone by and once

A

again it was a huge success. The weather cooperated and our
volunteers were out in full force. We would like to express our thanks
to everyone who supported the festival again this year. We are still
working on the final numbers but it will be available for the next
issue. Thanks again to everyone from both towns as well as the
tourists who continue to help make this festival one of the best. We
hope to see you next year.

GOVERNMENT FUNDING ANNOUNCED
N SUNDAY, AUGUST 7TH, MHA TERRY LODER and Minister Dave

O

Denine were on hand at the Blow-Me-Down Days Festival.
They announced that the York/Lark Harbour Volunteer Fire
Department had been awarded funding on a 90/10 ratio for 2 sets of
breathing apparatus. The value of this equipment is over $11,000 and
will be a great addition to our department.

SHEPPARD’S CLOVER FARM STORE
! ! ! CHECK OUR PRICES ! ! !
Gasoline Groceries Hardware Lotto Beer Liquor
Propane Exchange Program - Sears Catalogue Agent

DISTRIBUTOR OF PRODUCTS

from

MERCER’S MARINE
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2011 SEPTEMBER 19 a new session of the Parliament of
Canada will begin. The Governor General of Canada, David
Johnston, will deliver the customary “Speech from the Throne”
where the Government lays out its legislative plans for the session.
Recently we have heard much about the need for a more
consultative and less acrimonious atmosphere in the House.
However if we can judge from what we have seen since the Federal
Election it seems very likely that there will be at least as much
confrontation between the Harper Conservatives and the new Official
Opposition, the NDP, as there ever was when the Liberals were in
Opposition. There is no indication that the Conservatives are ready
to consider moderating their right-wing dogma even though this
Government has the support of less than half of the electorate.
Judging by the attitude rather clearly expressed by most of the
senior Government ministers whenever they make a public statement,
it appears that they have every intention of using their ‘majority’ to
force through various controversial issues that caused problems in the
last Parliament or will do so in the new one, including: (1) tax breaks
for large companies; (2) billions of dollars for new jet fighters which
may not meet Canada’s defence needs; (3) building American-style
megaprisons which most criminologists agree are ineffective for
Canada’s situation just as they have proved to be in the USA. All
these projected expenditures come at a time when the country needs
jobs, not more debt.
Harper has spent years trying to secure a legislative majority. He
has said that he wants to make Canada a different country from what
it was when he first became PM. He now has the legislative power
to do it, but does he have the moral justification? With his majority
in Parliament, he can now force through any measures he wishes, as
most of his Conservative MPs will vote as he tells them. Is this
democracy? Is this what Canadians want? Is this what we need?
How can the Opposition, no matter of whichever party, remain
quiet while Harper rams this legislation through? I sincerely hope
they will raise strong objections, but sadly I have little faith that the
Opposition will have any significant influence on this Conservative
‘majority’ government no matter what they do.
Time only will tell. Four years under an ultra-right-wing
conservative government is no longer a period of time than it would
be under any other government ... it will just seems like it’s a lot
longer.

O

N

Jack Layton
1950 July 18 – 2011 August 22
All of Canada mourns the recent death from cancer of the NDP’s
consummate leader and politician Jack Layton at the age of 61. He
will be sorely missed on the Canadian political scene for his
integrity, his energy, and his devotion to his native country. We
offer our condolences to his family, his friends, and his political
associates.

BYRNE’S STORE
Main Street, York Harbour - Phone 681-2040
FULL SERVICE GASOLINE
Groceries, Confectionery & Beer, Hardware, Loto
A GREAT SELECTION OF LOCAL SOUVENIRS
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LIBRARY NOTES
by
Susan Harvey
More time to read in the summer, and the Rotating Collection will
still be here until the end of October. The Library will remain closed
from 25 August until Thursday 8 September. Regular winter hours
will resume on Thursday 8 September, as follows:
Mon
2:00 - 5:00pm
Tues
2:00 - 4:30pm and 6:30 - 9:00pm (Adult Night)
Wed
2:00 - 4:00pm
Thur
2:00 - 4:30pm and 6:30 - 9.00pm
Fri
2:00 - 5:00pm
Several items, some Large Print (LP),from the Rotating Collection:
1. The Burnt House
Faye Kellerman
2. Tarcadia
Jonathan Campbell
3. Shimmer
Hilary Norman
4. Spare Change
Robert B. Parker
5. Sizzling Sixteen
Janet Evanovich
6. Plum Spooky (LP)
Janet Evanovich
7. Lethal Legacy
Linda Fairstein
8. Findings (LP)
Mary Anne Evans
9. A Christmas Grace (LP)
Anne Perry
10. Where Memories Lie
Deborah Crombie
11. Sidney Sheldon’s After the Darkness Tilly Bagshawe **
12. The Jury Master
Robert Bugoni **
13. The Kill Call
Stephen Booth **
14. The Devil Knows You’re Dead
Lawrence Block **
** To be reviewed in next month’s column
1. The Burnt House is a book that really goes through all the
procedural steps to untangle a mystery with very few clues to work
on. There have been two murders, some thirty years apart, with the
scene seriously compromised by having a jet plane crash onto the
entire neighbourhood and cause intense fires which consumed all the
forty-seven passengers on the plane and several of the surrounding
buildings and some of their residents. One of the burned female
bodies cannot be identified as either having been on the plane or
living in the area; it turns out that she has been dead a long time,
hidden under the building. Another listed passenger cannot be
identified among the bodies. Ms Kellerman’s characters, policeman
Peter Decker and his wife Rina are back, though Rina does not play
as large a part as in earlier stories. As you might expect, some pretty
high tech procedures are required to sort out questions of identity,
means of death, and possible suspects. Most of the questions are
resolved in the end with a great deal of hard work.
2. Tarcadia is a different kind of book, set in Sydney, Nova Scotia.
It is told in the person of Michael, a 13-year-old boy who, with his
two brothers and some other friends, spends a lot of his time on the tar
ponds. The tar ponds result from burning coal to make coke used in
the production of steel when that was a big business on Cape Breton.
At the time of the story the tar ponds seem to be a well-kept secret;
they are located in an industrial area which most people avoid, near
the steel plant and the CN marshalling yards. It seems as if no one
realises that the boys have built a raft with all the home comforts, and
a kayak to get out to it. The boys are surprisingly competent in their
carpentry and also in “acquiring” needed parts. Most of their time is
spent in floating on the still black odorous waters of the tar ponds,
though they do occasionally try the more dangerous waters of Sydney
Harbour. What surprised me most about the book is that it SOUNDS
as if it were written by a teenage boy. Easy and interesting reading.
3. Shimmer is the book for you if you like reading about really weird
nasty types and good guys who keep having bad things happen to
them. NOT a real happy ending either. Easy reading anyhow; though
it seems no one else has tried.
4. Spare Change is one of Mr Parker’s books featuring Sunny
Randall and is another story about a truly weird man who likes to kill
people. Fortunately it is much more enjoyable reading than the
previous book; lots of entertaining dialogue, a plot of sorts, some
detective work. However, there is one real plus factor: Sunny’s dog.
This one not only reminds me of our Rosie, her name is actually
Rosie. Easy and entertaining reading.
5. Sizzling Sixteen is another of Ms Evanovich’s entertaining novels
featuring Stephanie Plum. Stephanie works for her unattractive
cousin Vinnie, who runs a bail bond business; her job is to capture
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felons who skip out on their bail. This is complicated by Vinnie’s
lack of professionalism, two other employees whose helpful ideas
often work out wrong, Stephanie’s very unreliable and accident-prone
transport, and a steamy love life involving two different men. Easy
and fun reading.
6. Plum Spooky features Stephanie Plum again in a yet more
outrageous story. Stephanie now has THREE attractive men
interested in her; fortunately they are all good at coming to her rescue
from the many dangerous situations of her work for cousin Vinnie.
In this story she has particularly strange and frightening people to deal
with, and there seem to be more fires and explosions occurring, and
ever more destruction of transport. Easy Large Print reading.
7. Lethal Legacy is a complicated but interesting tale of Assistant DA
Alexandra Cooper’s efforts to solve murders involving rare books and
maps in the New York Public Library’s collection. Several of the
wealthy individuals, and their heirs, who have donated valuable
objects, seem to have had second thoughts about their generosity. If
all the details are correct, the Library is an unbelievably complex
structure, with heavy security separating different departments, and
many different types of skilled employees. It turns out that millions
of books are kept in underground stacks beneath a neighbouring park.
Alex and the two members of her team, Mike and Mercer, must learn
a lot about rare books, the strange rich types who collect them, and
the ill feelings they sometimes harbour toward each other. In the end
we learn that one such individual took extreme measures to hide his
treasures and made a real effort to take them with him when he died.
8. Findings is an unusual combination of mystery and historical
archaeology; more unusually, set in Florida on the islands off the
Panhandle. The history involved goes back past the American Civil
War in the 1860s, and includes stories of wealthy landowners and
their slaves. The archaeologist in the story, Faye Longchamp, is
herself a descendant of both groups, and has inherited an elegant
family home on one of the islands. She and her Aboriginal friend Joe
have been restoring the home and doing some professional
archaeological studies on the site. Criminal interest is aroused when
news of possible treasure leaks out. Murders take place, scams are
discovered, and eventually two unlikely villains are discovered.
Faye’s efforts to find the treasure are not fully covered, but she does
resolve her romantic conflicts. Perhaps one of the most notable
aspects of the book is that most of the protagonists are black.
Interesting and easy Large Print reading.
9. A Christmas Grace is an easy and enjoyable read. It features one
of Ms Perry’s characters from the Thomas and Charlotte Pitt series,
Charlotte’s sister Emily. We never actually make it to Christmas Day,
but it is set in the Christmas season. Emily is forced to leave her own
family preparations for the holiday in London to visit a dying aunt
whom she barely remembers and who lives in Ireland. The aunt lives
in a village which is hard to get to, and it turns out to be a bit like a
Newfoundland outport; fishing the main occupation, small, and
everyone is related and knows all about everyone else. Emily is
welcomed, but has trouble getting used to things, especially the
weather. A terrible windstorm strikes, a boat is sunk in the harbour,
and a determined rescue attempt produces one survivor. Emily
discovers that there had been a similar event some years earlier,
resulting in a murder. Seemingly no one knows who did it, and the
entire village is filled with suspicion and fear. Emily makes an effort
to use Thomas Pitt’s detection methods, which eventually produce the
desired results. Easy Large Print reading.
10. Where Memories Lie is a mystery with many references to the
Nazi persecution of the Jews. The story is told with many changes of
situation, and also jumps back to the years right after the war. The
different threads of the story do come together, though, in an exciting
way. Gemma James is the main police personality, and her friendship
with an old Jewish lady who escaped the Nazis is an important aspect
of the situation and its eventual resolution. We also learn about her
personal life and relationship with Duncan Kincaid, her former boss.
The details of four murders taking place over fifty years reveal the
true wickedness which began with the Nazis and persists in this case
in England. A hard book to put down.
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JACK LAYTON’S LETTER TO CANADIANS
On this page you can read the full text of the letter that Jack Layton wrote shortly before he passed away on August 22. Whether we are
NDPers, Conservatives, Liberals, Greeners, or just ordinary Canadians who are concerned with the future of this great country and our own
personal future within it, Jack’s message is one of optimism that all of us can relate to. The message is sincere and simple: it reflects the
values by which we all aspire to live. Even if we disagree with Jack’s political beliefs, we can read the final paragraph and allow it to
influence the ways by which we govern our daily lives. It is rare that a leader will give us the opportunity to become fully aware of the
principles that he has applied in his own life. Jack has done this, and his principles are worth absorbing and applying for ourselves. They
are not politically partisan, but they can help each of us to find a better way to approach our own lives. Please read Jack’s final message
to Canadians.

August 20, 2011
Toronto, Ontario
Dear Friends,
Tens of thousands of Canadians have written to me in recent
weeks to wish me well. I want to thank each and every one of
you for your thoughtful, inspiring and often beautiful notes,
cards and gifts. Your spirit and love have lit up my home, my
spirit, and my determination.
Unfortunately my treatment has not worked out as I hoped. So
I am giving this letter to my partner Olivia to share with you
in the circumstance in which I cannot continue.
I recommend that Hull-Aylmer MP Nycole Turmel continue
her work as our interim leader until a permanent successor is
elected.
I recommend the party hold a leadership vote as early as
possible in the New Year, on approximately the same
timelines as in 2003, so that our new leader has ample time to
reconsolidate our team, renew our party and our program, and
move forward towards the next election.
A few additional thoughts:
To other Canadians who are on journeys to defeat cancer and
to live their lives, I say this: please don’t be discouraged that
my own journey hasn’t gone as well as I had hoped. You must
not lose your own hope. Treatments and therapies have never
been better in the face of this disease. You have every reason
to be optimistic, determined, and focused on the future. My
only other advice is to cherish every moment with those you
love at every stage of your journey, as I have done this
summer.
To the members of my party: we’ve done remarkable things
together in the past eight years. It has been a privilege to lead
the New Democratic Party and I am most grateful for your
confidence, your support, and the endless hours of volunteer
commitment you have devoted to our cause. There will be
those who will try to persuade you to give up our cause. But
that cause is much bigger than any one leader. Answer them
by recommitting with energy and determination to our work.
Remember our proud history of social justice, universal health
care, public pensions and making sure no one is left behind.
Let’s continue to move forward. Let’s demonstrate in
everything we do in the four years before us that we are ready
to serve our beloved Canada as its next government.
To the members of our parliamentary caucus: I have been
privileged to work with each and every one of you. Our
caucus meetings were always the highlight of my week. It has
been my role to ask a great deal from you. And now I am
going to do so again. Canadians will be closely watching you
in the months to come. Colleagues, I know you will make the
tens of thousands of members of our party proud of you by
demonstrating the same seamless teamwork and solidarity that
has earned us the confidence of millions of Canadians in the
recent election.

To my fellow Quebecers: On May 2nd, you made an historic
decision. You decided that the way to replace Canada’s
Conservative federal government with something better was
by working together in partnership with progressive-minded
Canadians across the country. You made the right decision
then; it is still the right decision today; and it will be the right
decision right through to the next election, when we will
succeed, together. You have elected a superb team of New
Democrats to Parliament. They are going to be doing
remarkable things in the years to come to make this country
better for us all.
To young Canadians: All my life I have worked to make
things better. Hope and optimism have defined my political
career, and I continue to be hopeful and optimistic about
Canada. Young people have been a great source of inspiration
for me. I have met and talked with so many of you about your
dreams, your frustrations, and your ideas for change. More
and more, you are engaging in politics because you want to
change things for the better. Many of you have placed your
trust in our party. As my time in political life draws to a close
I want to share with you my belief in your power to change
this country and this world. There are great challenges before
you, from the overwhelming nature of climate change to the
unfairness of an economy that excludes so many from our
collective wealth, and the changes necessary to build a more
inclusive and generous Canada. I believe in you. Your energy,
your vision, your passion for justice are exactly what this
country needs today. You need to be at the heart of our
economy, our political life, and our plans for the present and
the future.
And finally, to all Canadians: Canada is a great country, one
of the hopes of the world. We can be a better one – a country
of greater equality, justice, and opportunity. We can build a
prosperous economy and a society that shares its benefits
more fairly. We can look after our seniors. We can offer better
futures for our children. We can do our part to save the
world’s environment. We can restore our good name in the
world. We can do all of these things because we finally have
a party system at the national level where there are real
choices; where your vote matters; where working for change
can actually bring about change. In the months and years to
come, New Democrats will put a compelling new alternative
to you. My colleagues in our party are an impressive,
committed team. Give them a careful hearing; consider the
alternatives; and consider that we can be a better, fairer, more
equal country by working together. Don’t let them tell you it
can’t be done.
My friends, love is better than anger. Hope is better than fear.
Optimism is better than despair. So let us be loving, hopeful
and optimistic. And we’ll change the world.
All my very best,
Jack Layton

