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GRADUATION 2011

Back row: Morgan Wheeler, Brandon Byrne, Andrew Sheppard, Gregory Crane, Tyler Travers, Cody Sheppard, Tyler McRoberts
Front row: Joanna Park, Megan Childs, Helen Crane, Mallory MacDonald, Robyn Sheppard, Deidre Wheeler
Picture courtesy of St Jam es School

The graduation took place on Friday, May 13th. This year there were eleven graduates: Brandon
Byrne, Megan Childs, Mallory MacDonald, Tyler McRoberts, Joanna Park, Andrew Sheppard, Cody
Sheppard, Robyn Sheppard, Tyler Travers, Deidre Wheeler, and Morgan Wheeler; and two students:
Helen and Gregory Crane, who received school completion certificates. The ceremony began with
a church service at 6:00pm officiated by Canon Nellie Thomas. Each student was presented with a
copy of The Graduate’s Bible. Everyone was impressed by the class singing of Children of the Light
and moved by Canon Nellie’s singing of a special blessing of the students.
Following the church ceremony, a banquet was held at the school. In attendance were MHA Terry
Loder, representatives of both town councils, Canon Nellie and Canon Derek, and guest speaker,
Ruth Travers. This year’s MCs were Megan Childs and Joanna Park and the Class Valedictorian was
Deidre Wheeler. The staff of St James School would like to extend heart-felt congratulations to the
Class of 2011 and wish them every success in all future endeavours.
We also tender our congratulations to the Students who are marking the completion of their
High School Education this year: we wish you great success and satisfaction in your future careers.
We recognise too the immense contributions made by your Parents and Teachers over the years. SLH
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

MESSAGE FROM OUR RECTOR

HC Holy Communion; MP Morning Prayer; EP Evening Prayer
LH = Lark Harbour; YH = York Harbour; JB = John’s Beach
Church items relate to St James, LH, unless indicated otherwise.
2011
th

5
6th
7th
12th
14th
19th
21st
23rd
25th
26th

JUNE

JULY

2011

st

1
Fri
2nd Sat

CANADA DAY
2:00pm - Wedding: Connolly & Burke, Bottle Cove
4:00pm - Wedding: Kalverboer & Snook, Skona Ho.
3rd Sun 11:00am - Holy Communion
10th Sun 11:00am - Morning Prayer
2:00pm - St Ambrose, Open Air Service, John’s Bch*
15th- 17th Fri-Sun : Lark Harbour Multi-Purpose Trail Committee
SUMMER FESTIVAL 2011
th
17
Sun 7:00pm - Open Air Service, YH Comm Grounds*
23rd Sat
1:00pm - Wedding: Childs & Travers at St James Ch
24th Sun 10:30am - John’s Beach Cemetery Service*
2:00pm - St James the Apostle Festival, HC
31st Sun 2:00pm - Lark Harbour Cemetery Service*
4:00pm - York Harbour Cemetery Service*
2011

AUGUST

2011

5th- 7th Fri-Sun Blow-Me-Down Days Summer Festival - YH
Day 1 - Fri 5th - Variety Show
Day 2 - Sat 6th - Kids Entertainment, Poker Run,
Hot Supper, Adult Dance, etc.
Day 3 - Sun 7th - Music by Turning Point, Kids Games,
Dunk Tank, Hot Supper, Fireworks.
6th
Sat
6:00pm - Wedding: Chaytor & Hynes, Halfway Pt
7th
Sun 11:00am - Holy Communion
7:00pm - St Ambrose, Holy Communion
13th Sat
4:00pm - Wedding: Barrett & Gould, St James
th
14
Sun 11:00am - Baptism & Holy Communion
7:00pm - St Ambrose, Holy Communion
20th Sat
3:00pm - Wedding: Youden & Mitchell, St James
21st Sun 10:30am - St Ambrose - Prayer & Praise
7:00pm - Open Air Service, Bottle Cove*
26th Fri
4:00pm - Wedding: Hickey & Lee, St James
28th Sun 10:30am - St Ambrose, Baptism & Holy Communion
7:00pm - Prayer & Praise
2011

ADVANCE DATES

2011

Every Tuesday 7:00 pm YH ACW Card Games
Sep 4th
Sun 11:00am - Morning Prayer
7:00pm - St Ambrose - Memorial Hymn Sing
Sep 11th Sun 11:00am - Baptism & Holy Communion
St Ambrose, Prayer & Praise
Sep 18th Sun 10:30am - St Ambrose - Holy Communion
7:00pm - Memorial Hymn Sing
Sep 25th Sun 10:30am - St A “Back to Church Sunday”, HC
7:00pm - “Back to Church Sunday”, & HC
Oct 11th Tues N&L Provincial Election Day
* Outdoor events will be held in church or another
nearby building if weather is judged to be unsuitable.
These are our Sponsors who support the BLOW·ME·DOWNER.
PLEASE GIVE THEM YOUR SUPPORT.
Anglican Parish of Bay of Islands
Lark Harbour
p. 2
Byrne’s Store
York Harbour p. 4
Curling ONE Stop, 366 Curling St
Corner Brook
p. 3
Fillatre Memorials
Corner Brook
p. 6
Quik Lube Plus, 65 Humber Road
Corner Brook
p. 6
Sheppard’s Clover Farm Store
Lark Harbour
p. 4

Rev Nellie Thomas

—

ANGLICAN PARISH OF THE BAY OF ISLANDS

2011

Sun 11:00am - Ascension Sunday - Baptism & HC
Mon Christmas in June Food Bank Collection
Bag Collection begins at 6:00pm
Tues 7:00pm - YH ACW Card Game
Sun 11:00am - Pentecost - Holy Communion
Tues High School & Public Exams begin
7:00pm - YH ACW Card Game
Sun 10:30am - Trinity & Fathers’ Day, Baptism & HC
Tues 7:00pm - YH ACW Card Game
Thur Last day of school for Students
Sat
St James Parish Congregational Picnic
Sun 7:00pm - Memorial Hymn Sing

2011

—

Have a Restful Summer
S I W RITE TH IS ARTIC LE , SU M M ER IS JU ST ARO U N D TH E CO RN ER .
Praise the Lord!! After a busy year everyone looks forward to
some ‘downtime’.
The busyness of life sometimes gets
overwhelming and sometimes can cause us to get stressed very easily.
There are so many demands on us and we are pulled in a thousand
directions. Vacation is just what we need!!

A

W hen our daughter Paula was a little girl, we would always look
forward to going on vacation to London, Ontario. W e usually drove
there via the United States and came back the Canadian way or vise
versa. Paula would plan the route and what she wanted to see. W hile
we were in London, Paula wanted to go to a different church every
Sunday. Then we got into looking in the phone book to see all the
churches listed and choose one to attend on Sunday Morning. W e
attended many forms of worship. Each Church had its own unique
way of worshipping God. W hat made all the difference was the way
we were welcomed into their church and lives. Jesus was there in our
midst. Jesus is everywhere we go.
All of us, no matter who we are or what we do, need time to get away
from the busyness of our daily schedules. Just to sit and reflect on
what we have done. Summer is a time for all of us to do just that - to
relax with God. God is in every form of creation. He is on the
walking trails, He is on the camping grounds, He is in the parks, He
is everywhere. Our time with Him is our time of refreshment and
revitalization. Our time with Him is our time of rest and renewal. I
hope you are able to take time for you. Pamper yourself and connect
with God wherever you go.
May God richly bless you and your family
wherever you travel and take time
to connect with God and nature.
May your journey be safe and full of relaxation.
This is a beautiful prayer that we can use as we reflect on our
holidays:
Gracious God, may I see the wonders of creation this day.
May the simple gifts that are so often buried under the activities
of my life be revealed in glory.
May my heart that is so often distracted be clear and still.
May my soul, hungry for peace, be fed by your grace.
When I close my eyes in sleep this night, may I be filled
with gratitude for the blessing of this leisurely day.
I ask this for the sake of your love.
Amen.

Don’t forget the CHRISTMAS IN JUNE Food Bank
House-to-House collection on Monday 6 June at 6:30pm.
Details on page 5

The B LO W •M E •D O W N ER is distributed free to every
Canada Post mailbox in Lark Harbour & York Harbour
and also free by email elsewhere on request
before or on the first Friday of the month.
Next B LO W •M E •D O W NER . . . . . . . Issue 57, 2011 July 01
Deadline for Issue 57 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2011 June 24
Please submit copy as early as possible for best inclusion.
To receive your BMD by email, send an email
with the word SUBSCRIBE in the subject line to
blowmedowner@gmail.com

Also email your news to blowmedowner@gmail.com.
Send important announcements about the groups you belong.
Include your name, mailing address and telephone number.
No charge for Personal Announcements and Community News.

PLEASE NOTE
The B LOW •M E •D O W N ER will be published as usual for July, but
not for August. Any items for August must be submitted as early
as possible before the deadline of Friday 2011 June 24.
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Lark Harbour says Goodbye to a Great Lady

Dreaming of Newfoundland

BEAULAH RUTH YOUDEN
1941 April 12 - 2011 M ay 25

Print courtesy of M argaret G oh

GOHS, Poh Seng and
Margaret, who passed their summers in Lark Harbour until they
sold their home here two years ago. Since then, sadly, Poh Seng,
who suffered from Parkinson’s disease for many years, has passed
away; Margaret too has recently had some serious health issues of her
own, but she is now recovering.
For years Margaret had dabbled a little in art when she had the
time, but for the last couple of years she has been taking painting
classes in Vancouver, where she now lives with one of her sons.
Recently she emailed us an image of one of her paintings which she
calls Dreaming of Newfoundland. It is a beautiful evocation of the
character of Lark Harbour, as seen through the eyes of someone who
truly loved the place and enjoyed the colours and shapes seen in the
sea, the sky and the mountains at various times of day.
Sometimes those of us who live here fail to appreciate the beauty
of our surroundings, but Margaret’s painting shows us the qualities
of Lark Harbour that impressed her the most. Thank you, Margaret,
for giving us this opportunity to look at our place through your eyes,
and perhaps to realise anew our good fortune to be surrounded with
so much of the wonderful beauty of nature.
-SLH

M

ANY PEOPLE WILL REMEMBER THE

COMMUNITY YOUTH
NETWORK

Picture courtesy of Sharon C allfas

In April some of the young
people associated with
CYN, the Community Youth
Network, made Easter
cupcakes as an activity in
Lark Harbour Hall and then
visited the Guardian Angel
Seniors’ Residence to drop
off a plate of goodies. Here
they are with some of the
Seniors. Those cupcakes
must have gone down well!

May was a fun filled Month
with many events and
activities for CYN Youth.
On Monday May 9 we had a
community clean up and
what a great turn out of
youth who took part in
keeping their town clean. A
BIG "thanks" goes out to all that took part!!
We started our “Couch to 10km” and will continue in June to
reach our goal of a 10 km walk. (Keep fit and have fun!)
CYN is offering a Youth Employment workshop on Monday June 6th
in the school canteen at 3:15pm. This gives youth the opportunity to
update or learn how to write a résumé for a summer job or to help
search for the job of your dreams. You will learn interview skills and
other important job link skills. Check out the cyncb.com website for
(Continued at right)

B EAU LAH was a pillar of the community and
particularly of the Anglican Church of St James in this town.
Although never wealthy, through her sincere belief as a Christian she
was always ready to help others in need from her stock of cookies,
cakes, bread, pickles, and preserves and often even dinners she
prepared with her own hands and generously shared with her
neighbours, friends and anyone else she could help out of the
generosity of her heart. And when her Church needed support she
was there for that too, so that every bake sale had a supply of
Beaulah’s home-made treats.
It was with great sadness that Beaulah’s family announced her
passing on W ednesday May 25th, 2011 at the W estern Memorial
Hospital at the age of 70. Left to mourn her passing were her
husband Harry; children: Gordon (Joan), Frederick (Linda), Brenda
(W illiam Larkin), Janet, Jo-ann (Thomas Rotchford); grandchildren:
Scott, Elliott, Olivia, Matthew, Lacey, Maria, Miranda, M alachi,
Monica; great grandchildren: Emily, Owen and Lily; sister Linda
(Lloyd), brothers: Moses, George (Jacqueline), Lee (Rowena), Ricky
(Michelle) as well as many family and friends. She was predeceased
by her parents: Richard & Olive Sheppard; brothers: Freeman, Eric,
Clarence, and sister Shirley.
The family received friends at St James Anglican Church on
Thursday & Friday May 26 th & 27 th between 2-4 & 7-9 pm, followed
by the funeral service Saturday May 28 th at 3:00 pm, Rev Nellie
Thomas officiating. Interment followed at St James Cemetery. As
expressions of sympathy flowers were graciously accepted or
memorial donations made to St James Church or the Canadian Cancer
Society.
Beaulah will be greatly missed by everyone in her family, her
church and her community. W e all thank God for having been
blessed with the friendship of this wonderful lady.

F

O R ALL O F H ER LIFE

Automobile - SERVICE & REPAIRS - Gas & Diesel

CURLING ONE STOP
Owners: Kevin & Betty Wayson
Phone 785-2619
366 Curling St, Corner Brook

(Continued from left)
student summer positions (SWAPS). If anyone is interested or needs
more information please let me know.
With Exams fast approaching CYN is offering a study group for a
fun way to study. We will meet in the school canteen on Thursday
June 2nd & Thursday June 9 after school, so tell your friends and
bring your books and let’s study together.
CIS & CYN are partnering up to offer the Canadian Red Cross
babysitter course to St James students 11 years & up on June 18 &19
(DTF).
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LARK HARBOUR
Minutes of Meeting of 2011 May 17
Present: Mayor John Parsons; Deputy Mayor Jamie Park;
Councillors Stanley Childs and Pauline Sheppard
Clerks: Louise Darrigan & Peggy Sheppard, recording
Absent: Councillor Llewellyn Childs.
Meeting commenced at 7:00pm
! Council acknowledged the absence of the Lark Harbour Multipurpose Trail Committee.
! Minutes of Meeting of 2011 April 19 adopted as circulated.
! W ater/Sewer Update – letter received from Environmental
Assessment Division acknowledging receipt of Environment
Assessment Registration Document was reviewed. Notification
of the decision of the Minister expected by 2011 June 10.
Mayor John to follow-up for finance rates.
! Fire Dept Update – Review of letter received from Employment
Support Programs regarding funding for the Fire Hall. Clerk(s)
to contact York Harbour regarding submitting an application.
! Vehicle wrecks – Discussion on having crusher come out and
remove wrecks. Council will look at the old Sloan property to get
an idea of how many wrecks are there. Clerk(s) to contact York
Harbour about any wrecks they have to be removed; then inquire
of Rod’s Auto Salvage if there are enough wrecks to have the
crusher come out and remove them at no cost to anyone.

2011 June 06 Friday

! Clerk(s) to contact RCMP and request extra patrols re: vandalism
to Outlander Boat.
! Clerk(s) to order Yield sign to be erected on Bottle Cove Road,
and the stop sign on Beacon Road to be removed.
! Clerk(s) to follow-up with auditor re: 2010 Audited Annual
Expenditure
! Clerk(s) to complete and return Information Update for the
Tourism website and 2012 Traveller’s Guide.
! Road maintenance tender submitted by ZR Enterprises for road
maintenance as previously specified, was approved for the
contract amount of $1,500.00.
! Playground tender submitted by SF Enterprises for playground
ground work as previously discussed, was approved for the
contract amount of $1,962.80.
! Clerk(s) to contact Sharon Callfas (CYN Coordinator) re:
cleaning up the playground.
! Clerk(s) to contact Dept of Transportation and W orks re:
paving/patching the roads.
! Clerk(s) to contact Dept of Highways regarding roads “down
below”.
Meeting adjourned at 9:30 pm.

SHEPPARD’S CLOVER FARM STORE
! ! ! CHECK OUR PRICES ! ! !
Gasoline Groceries Hardware Lotto Beer Liquor
Propane Exchange Program - Sears Catalogue Agent

DISTRIBUTOR OF PRODUCTS

from

MERCER’S MARINE

! Cleaning of Town Hall – Successful applicant is Marilyn Park.
! Public washroom – Consultations with Dept of Health and our
health inspector were discussed. It was decided that the
washroom on the lower level of the Town Hall will not be
advertised as public and will be kept locked at all times. The key
would be released as needed.
! Surveys – Review of survey of land around Town Hall by R P
Noseworthy. Approved to pay invoice for $800.00. Survey of the
old Sloan property deferred until next year.
! Interest rates – Discussion on current interest rate and when it
should be applied to taxes. Resolution made to change the interest
to be levied April 1st to 2%, and not 6% to include January,
February and March, as was previously done.

LARK HARBOUR MULTI-PURPOSE TRAIL COMMITTEE

July SUMMER FESTIVAL July
Friday 15 - Saturday 16 - Sunday 17
Friday Night: High School Reunion Dinner - Disco Music
Saturday:

Afternoon - Games, Races, etc, for
Children
Evening - Dance, with music by
The David O’Connell Band

Sunday:

Talent Show with live music & Band
Open Bar all three nights

More details & times forthcoming as arrangements are finalised

! Letter to be sent to resident regarding previous concern on this
matter.
! Road maintenance – Clerk(s) to contact Dept of Transportation
and W orks re: culvert/drain complaint sent 2011 April 27, but no
reply back as of today.

BYRNE’S STORE
Main Street, York Harbour - Phone 681-2040
FULL SERVICE GASOLINE
Groceries, Confectionery & Beer, Hardware, Loto
A GREAT SELECTION OF LOCAL SOUVENIRS

! Financial Report – reviewed and approved as presented with
accounts payable of $6,456.73.
! W rite-offs reviewed and approved in sum of $305.26.
! Building permits reviewed and approved. Agreed that a “Shed in
a box” would require a permit and would be added to the Building
Permit Application.
! Municipal Operating Grant – Review of letter received from Dept
of Municipal Affairs stating that the MOG will increase by 50%
to $39,992.00 in 2011.
! Extended leave of absence – Letter submitted by Clerk Debra
reviewed and extended leave of absence approved.
! Review Commissioner – Shirley Park appointed for 2011-2012.
! Light Pole near playground – Clerk(s) to contact Newfoundland
Power removal of pole.
! Business Tax matter – letter to be sent to the resident concerned
and matter deferred to next meeting.
! Bottle Cove Beach weddings – Discussion on inquiry about
having weddings at the beach. All agreed there is no problem
with this as long as the beach is left clean and in the same
condition it initially was in. There is no charge.
! Collections update – reviewed. Clerk Louise directed to send
letters to family members regarding a parcel of property with
outstanding taxes.

Hunters in the Woods
W O H UN TERS were in the woods heading back home after a very
hard and totally unsuccessful day when one of them suddenly fell
to the ground and lay still. His companion knew little about first aid
and, thinking it was a heart attack, began to panic. However he had
just enough presence of mind to pull out his cell phone and call 911.
W hen the operator asked him what kind of emergency it was, in
great agitation he managed to say:
“It’s my friend ... we’re hunting in the woods and he just fell down
and he isn’t moving at all ... I don’t know what to do! ... I can’t tell if
he’s breathing! ... Maybe he’s dead! W hat should I do?”
“Sir, please ... just stay calm, don’t panic,” said the operator.
“First make sure that your friend really is dead.”
“Okay .. “ said the hunter nervously.
There was a long pause ... then a loud gunshot.

T

Don’t forget the CHRISTMAS IN JUNE Food Bank
House-to-House collection on Monday 6 June at 6:30pm.
Details on page 5
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LIBRARY NOTES
by
Susan Harvey
Please note:
The Library will be changing to Summer Hours
on the last regular day of school, as follows:
Monday and Thursday
Tuesday
W ednesday

11:00am - 4:00pm
1:00 - 4:00pm and 7:00 - 9:00pm
1:00 - 4:00pm

The present rotating collection will be here until the end of June.
These are some of the interesting books to be found there:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

I Heard That Song Before
Sword Song
Now and Then
31 Bond Street
Hell’s Gate
The Closers
The Brass Verdict
The Right Attitude to Rain

Mary Higgins Clark
Bernard Cornwell
Robert B Parker
Ellen Hogan
Stephen Frey
Michael Connelly **
Michael Connelly **
Alexander McCall Smith

1. I Heard That Song Before is bound to be a hit with Ms Clark’s
many fans. The main character, Kay, is married to the man accused
of a murder twenty odd years earlier. He even believes himself that
he might have done it while sleepwalking. Two more murders have
to be accounted for, and a large number of suspects keep contributing
to the confusion. The book is easy reading and hard to put down.
Even if the eventual resolution seems unlikely, the reader is always
glad to see the sympathetic characters justified.
2. Sword Song is a book with a lot of violence in it. Apparently this
was typical of the times, and the warrior who didn’t kill
enthusiastically, deciding on the instant, would most likely be killed
himself. Of course the peasant types were often killed with no
thought at all, if they were in the way. The main character is Uhtred,
who featured in Mr Cornwell’s earlier book The Burning Land,
reviewed in May 2010. The plot is somewhat complicated as Uhtred
does not trust any of those in power: King Alfred of the Saxons, who
is Christian, and whose priests all hate Uhtred; the Thurgildson
brothers, who are Danes and his sworn enemies; even his own uncle,
who has usurped Uhtred’s property in the north. None of them trust
him either. Fortunately he does have loyal friends who support him
in his efforts; and he does get into some trouble for helping them out.
The book ends with pretty well all the main characters injured, and
some of them dead. It is exciting reading, a bit like a particularly
violent western with Saxons and Danes as the main protagonists
instead of ranchers and rustlers.

5. Hell’s Gate, like Mr. Frey’s earlier books, involves high rolling
financiers who will do anything to protect their bottom line and
themselves. It is different, however, in being set in Montana, which
has a lot more mountains and trees than people. The “Hell’s Gate” of
the title refers to a narrow pass between two steep mountains where
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many settlers were killed by Indians while trying to get to the west.
For the smart New York lawyer who came to fight an important case
involving compensation to people injured in a railroad accident, it is
a totally different ambience. He gets to know and like some of the
local people, who have a definite Old W est quality— even to all
carrying guns. He meets a woman; and thus becomes involved in the
search for those responsible for the terrible and unnatural wildfires
burning thousands of acres of valuable trees. Some of the most
dramatic scenes describe the experiences of the firejumpers who get
parachuted into the burning areas - a very dangerous occupation.
Some of their experiences could refer to the “Hell’s Gate” of the title.
The resolution of the story shows cold-blooded greed, murder and
betrayal; and the ending is not exactly happy.
6. ** The Closers is one of Mr. Connelly’s series featuring detective
Harry Bosch of the Los Angeles police. Harry has returned to the
department after three years’ retirement and finds himself assigned to
a unit charged with investigating old crimes which have never been
solved. He and his partner are assigned to the particularly tragic
death of a teenage girl seventeen years earlier. A difficult case to start
with, it has been made much more so by the time gone by, and by
mistakes and deliberate misleadings by the police themselves. After
following many complicated leads, the ultimate resolution of the case
is achieved by Bosch’s deductions from the original crime scene.
Lots of action, as well as many insights into Harry’s thought
processes. Hard to put down. M r. Connelly’s book The Narrows is
now with the new books in the local collection. In Harry’s
chronology, it comes just before The Closers. **
7. ** The Brass Verdict presents an interesting legal case; not one of
the series with Harry Bosch. Mickey Haller is a Los Angeles lawyer
who has been inactive for some time due to a gunshot injury and
related problems. He unexpectedly gains a number of cases due to
the murder of another lawyer who is a friend. One of the murder
cases is an important one with lots of publicity and money. Mickey
is doing a good job of defending his rich client, but almost gets killed
when a surprising twist presents yet more individuals who don’t
appreciate his efforts. Lots of action and excitement with an
unexpected ending. **
8. The Right Attitude to Rain is not the book for you if you like
convoluted plots and lots of action. This is another of Mr. Smith’s
stories of Isabel Dalhousie, a middle-aged philosopher living in
Edinburgh Scotland. Isabel thinks more than most of us about all of
her actions, mostly as to why she did them and whether they were
morally acceptable. There is some action involving other characters,
and even a little romance. It is better reading than it sounds, and the
reader does feel that Isabel would be a good friend to have. The
reading is easy and there are NO offensive passages. The library
owns several of Mr. Smith’s books.
**

3. Now and Then is a very entertaining book. Although the subject
matter involves murder and terrorism, it is treated lightly. Mr. Parker
has written more than 50 books, but I don’t remember any of them
being such easy and entertaining reading. There was a Spenser TV
series also; again a more serious treatment. Truly, perhaps we should
not find casual romance and casual killings fun to read about. All I
can say is that it is not presented in a way to take seriously in this
book. And the dog, Pearl, reminds me a lot of our Rosie.
4. 31 Bond Street is an interesting historical mystery, based on an
actual murder in New York City in 1857. This would be just before
the American Civil W ar, and the reader will definitely notice a
different attitude toward Negroes. Some of the details of the mystery
are fictional, though surely the main proponents were actual historical
characters. The murder victim is a dentist, and his live-in girlfriend
is immediately accused of the crime. As the book progresses, it
develops that the dentist had a complicated life, including other
women and convoluted business dealings. The chronology of the
book does keep jumping back and forth, from the time leading up to
the murder to the trial; the reader is advised to note carefully the dates
at the beginning of each chapter. Other than that, the book is easy and
interesting reading. I didn’t feel that everything was satisfactorily
explained, but perhaps history doesn’t always provide satisfactory
explanation either.
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These books are in the Library’s Permanent Collect, not in the
Rotating one.

FOOD BANK NOTES
by
Susan Harvey
in the last two months; a
bare two milk crates delivered to the outlets in Corner Brook.
Too much going on, I guess; we can’t remember everything.
Hopefully we will all make an effort for the Christmas in June drive
coming up very soon. It is planned for Monday, 6 June, starting at
6.30pm. Everyone is asked to collect up some non-perishable food
items, and put them out by 6.30 in front of their house, where the bag
can be seen from the road. Bright labels will be sent out the previous
Friday in the plastic bag with the flyers; please remember to check
the bag. Put the label on your bag of donations, so that it will show
up; though the bag can still be collected if there is no label.
If you are not able to take part in the drive, you can always bring
something to the church at any time. Cash donations are also
acceptable, and donors will receive a receipt for tax purposes. A new
possibility this year would be to make a donation as a gift for
someone else, and an acknowledgment card would be sent to them.
Please place your bag of non-perishable food items at the front
of your house where the Food Bank collectors will see it, no later
than 6:30pm on Monday 6th June. Or you may deliver it to St
James Church Hall on Monday evening at 6:30pm.

A

RATHER DISAPPOINTING COLLECTION
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The Fly on the Wall
Overheard late one night in the washroom of
the PM’s Office, Parliament Building, Ottawa.
John So now that we’ve got this big majority in the 41st Parliament,
Steve, what’s the plan of action?
Steve Nothing different, John. Oh, and don’t be so free with the
‘Steve’, okay? I’m really Prime Minister now that I’ve
actually got more members elected than all the other parties
combined. Just remember that.
John Yes, sir, I know we’ve got a majority of MPs now, but we
only got about 40% of the popular vote. Don’t we need ...
Steve John, it’s only the MPs’ votes that count now, for the next
four years. The people don’t matter now. Smarten up, boy!
John Oh .. Yes, Mr Prime Minister, sir ... But ... sir ... what should
we expect for the next four years?
Steve What do you mean, “next four years”, John?
John Well ... er ... you made a lot of promises in leading up to the
election, sir. How are we going to deal with those promises?
Steve John, that’s why we kept bringing up the Long Gun Register.
I got the Opposition all riled up about that on purpose, so if I
keep talking about it, they will too, and that will occupy the
first few weeks. And by then everything will have quietened
down and all the other promises will be forgotten.
John Yes, but Mr Prime Minster, sir, do you really think the people
will forget those promises?
Steve Of course they will. They have very short memories.
John But sir, there were other things too, like the health system ...
and the new jet fighters ... and the environment ... and ...
Steve Okay, John, hold on, hold on! Remember what I said in the
election campaign last month about not spending money on
jets and health and all that stuff for the next four years?
John Yes, sir.
Steve So, we just do nothing now for four years.
John Okay, sir, but there’s the Electoral System. You said we
should have elections every four years like the Americans do,
and in four years it will be 2015, time for another election,
and if we’ve done nothing we might not get re-elected ... sir.
Steve John, you worry too much. Those were just election
promises, like everything else we talked about in the Election
campaign. Those promises got us elected, but now that we’ve
made it, really, nobody expects us to keep any promises. You
should know that by now, John, you’re not new to the
Canadian Parliament.
John True, sir ... but the Opposition will bring it up, and then the
people will remember, won’t they?
Steve Yeah, but most will have forgotten, so it doesn’t matter.
John And sir, you promised a long time ago to reform the Senate.
What about that?
Steve Don’t be dumb, John. Can’t you see that the Senate doesn’t
matter any more? We’ve stacked it with our own people now.
I just appointed Jose and Larry and Fabian, three of ours that
didn’t get elected and are guaranteed to toe our line, so now
we have an easy majority in the Senate.
John Yes, sir, but a lot of people are really mad about that, too,
especially in Newfoundland, and about Fabian Manning ...
Steve Don’t be such an old woman, John. The people can’t do
anything about it. Just tell ’em “our government will continue
to push for a more democratic, accountable and effective
Senate”, and they’ll be happy enough. They’ll swallow it.
They always do.
John But don’t you care about getting re-elected, sir?
Steve Nah ... by then I’ll have been elected ten years, John, and been
Prime Minister for most of that time, so I won’t care what
happens. I’ll be eligible for a big fat juicy pension, paid for
by Canadian taxpayers, so what happens in 2015 won’t make
any difference to me. I’ll be soaking up the sun on a
Caribbean beach by then.
John But Mr Prime Minister, sir, what about the rest of us who
helped you get elected all those times?
Steve That’s your problem, John, not mine. You’ll have to deal
with that yourselves. As I said to Jack Layton only last week
when he asked me some of the same questions you just asked,
“I’m All Right Jack!”

HI EVERYONE!
is already here, the school year has gone by so quickly, and
before we know it the students will be enjoying their summer
holidays.
May was another busy month at St James with the Graduation of
our Level III Students and the Year End Celebration for our
Kindergarten Students. We had 13 graduating students who will be
leaving us this year, and we have a total of 7 students who are
finishing up their year in Kindergarten. The High School Graduation
is a ‘Milestone’ for our graduating class and again this year
everything went off according to plan. The young ladies looked very
beautiful in their dresses and the gentlemen looked most handsome.
The church service was lovely and the gym was beautifully
decorated. The meal and the ceremony were excellent and everyone
agreed that all went very well. I would like to congratulate them and
wish them luck in their future endeavours.
The ‘Year End Celebration’ for the Kindergarten Class was also
a great success. Everything was beautifully planned and the children
looked very dashing. A nutritious snack was served by Heather
Allen-Joyce.
On Tuesday, May 10th, I had four students along with myself and
Sharon Callfas prepare a meal of spaghetti and garlic bread for
Mental Health Week. I had received a grant of $100.00 from ‘The
Regional Wellers Coalition’. The students certainly enjoyed the meal
and it gave them a time to socialize with one another. I also plan to
prepare a meal for the staff at the end of the school year with the food
that I have left.
Some of our students will be doing CRT’s in the coming days,
while others will be getting ready for exams. Students need to start
early to study for exams because before we know it the time will be
here to write them. I would like to wish everyone much success with
their exams throughout the coming weeks.
By Lisa Childs, CIS Site Coordinator
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Don’t forget the CHRISTMAS IN JUNE Food Bank
House-to-House collection on Monday 6 June at 6:30pm.
Details on page 5

YOU DON’T BELIEVE IN GLOBAL WARMING?
If you don’t, think back over the weather events that have been in the
news during the last year or two: dozens more horrendous tornadoes
across the USA; record-breaking floods in North and South America
and Australia while other regions
including Alberta and the Canadian
Arctic have experienced
temperatures well above normal
causing melting of the permafrost;
huge ice shelves have broken off in
both north and south polar regions;
even two hurricanes passing
through Newfoundland last year.
If you think such events are
normal, then you’re surely missing
something! Think again!

