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JOHN SANDS CONCERT

“CHARLIE”

2010 November 02

A LARK HARBOUR CHARACTER

SANDS, A MUSICIAN WHO HAS TRAVELLED
extensively in Canada, the United States, and Europe,
came to Lark Harbour on November 2nd and played his
music in St James Church in front of an appreciative
audience of old and young and in-betweens.
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The concert was the idea of Rev Nellie, a musician herself. As
the above picture taken during the interval clearly shows, some of our
younger members seemed to be very interested too, and were happy
to have their picture taken with the musician. From left to right they
are Cameron Park, Alison Childs, Rylee Pennell and Olivia Perry.
Mr Sands mingled with the audience during the intermission and
enjoyed chatting with anyone who approached him, whether young
or old. It was a social event for us, as well as being a concert.
It isn’t often we have a concert of this kind in Lark Harbour, but
even at $15 a ticket a good audience was present, with proceeds
being shared between John Sands and St James Church. Born and
educated in London, England, John described how as a child he
became interested in organ music of various kinds ranging from
popular electronic to traditional pipe organs. During his keyboard
performance, he presented a wide variety of pieces, old and new,
whicht you’ve heard in church and which you’ve heard in movies,
evoking many moods on his fine Yamaha Electone EL-90 instrument.
The organ, which cost $45,000 new, is capable of reproducing the
sound of a 1930s movie theatre organ, an old-fashioned pump organ,
or a traditional cathedral pipe organ, complete with echo, and John
Sands was able to make it show all its possibilities. His pieces were
familiar to most people, but they were embellished with his own
harmonisations and variations on the original pieces themselves.
But the concert was not exclusively music. Interspersed with his
music, he also narrated a number of entertaining stories, jokes and
incidents from his own past, humorous, or sad and poignant. There
was something for everyone, including the young people, and even if
music was not really your thing, you could find plenty to enjoy.
After the concert, everyone was invited to the Church Hall for
refreshments and to meet John and his wife. There was also a variety
of CDs of his music to be purchased if one so wished.
Everyone agreed that it was a wonderful and enjoyable
performance, and if John Sands visits again, which he may, be a part
of the audience yourself if you were not there this time. You won’t
regret it.

is sure to be
familiar with this plump little canine personality who
is frequently seen walking slowly but with determination
along our roads.

A

NYONE WHO LIVES IN LARK HARBOUR

From his home down below, and all the way to Bottle Cove,
Charlie makes regular visits to his many friends around town. At
almost every stop he announces his arrival and receives a little snack,
one of his favourite items being a bit of Bologna sausage, but anything
tasty is acceptable. He’s a little over-weight, and he’s developed a
wheeze in recent months but, like many of us, he’s just not as young
as he used to be.
Charlie is a beagle, and he has a very distinctive voice — more a
kind of whoop than anything — that carries over quite considerable
distances, so it’s not hard to know when he’s at your door. He’s a
friendly fellow, and he would be sorely missed if he stopped making
his rounds. So let’s watch for him and slow down and give him space
when he’s taking a breather in the middle of the road or just plodding
along minding his own business. He’s not going to hurt anyone, man,
woman, child, dog, or anything else, and he couldn’t even move fast
enough to hurt your cat. He’s a part of the local scene.

Carols and Christmas Tree Lighting
You are invited to take part in the
Lighting of the Community Tree in York Harbour.
Please come to York Harbour Town Hall on
2011 December 17, Friday, at 6:30pm
to sing some Christmas Carols and light the Tree.
We take this opportunity to wish all our readers,
wherever you may be,
a Holy and Joyful Christmas
and a Happy and Successful New Year

Please note: The BLOW·ME·DOWNER will not be published in
January, February or March. Copy deadline for the next issue will
be 2011 March 25, Friday, for publication in 2011 April.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

MESSAGE FROM OUR RECTOR

HC=Holy Communion; MP=Morning Prayer; EP=Evening Prayer
LH = Lark Harbour; YH = York Harbour; JB = John’s Beach
Details of Church Services relate to St James, Lark Harbour, only.
2010

DECEMBER

JANUARY

2011

Every Tuesday 7:00 pm YH ACW Card Games
2nd Sun The Epiphany - 11:00 am, HC
3rd
Mon School reopens after Christmas
th
9
Sun Baptism of the Lord - 11:00 am, HC
10th & 11th Nominations for YH Council by-election
11th Tue 2:00 pm - YH ACW Regular Meeting
16th Sun Epiphany 2 - 7:00 pm, HC
23rd Sun Epiphany 3 - Wk of Prayer for Christian Unity
7: 00 pm, Prayer & Praise
25th Tue York Harbour By-Election Day
Tue 2:00 pm - YH ACW Regular Meeting
th
30
Sun Epiphany 4 - 7:00 pm, HC
2011

FEBRUARY

2011

Every Tuesday 7:00 pm YH ACW Card Games
8th Tue 2:00 pm - YH ACW Regular Meeting
22nd Tue 2:00 pm - YH ACW Regular Meeting
2011
Every Tuesday
Mar 8th Tue
Mar 22nd Tue
Mar 25th Fri
Apr 21st Thur
Apr 24th Sun
Apr 29th Fri
May 2nd Mon
May 23rd Mon
Oct 11th Tues

ADVANCE DATES

—

ANGLICAN PARISH OF THE BAY OF ISLANDS

2010

Every Tuesday 7:00 pm YH ACW Card Games
3rd Fri
School Close-Out
4th Sat
ACW Christmas Bake Sale
5th Sun Advent 2 - 11:00 am, HC (Bishop Coffin present)
7th Tue 2:00 pm - YH ACW Regular Meeting
7:00 pm - YH ACW Fall Sale & Card Game
12th Sun Advent 3 - time of service changed to 7:00 pm for
Christmas Tree Bulb Memorial Service
15th Wed School Christmas Concert
17th Fri
6:30pm - York Harbour Christmas Tree Lighting
19th Sun Advent 4 - 7:00 pm, Sunday Sch. Christmas Pgm
22nd Wed School Closes for Christmas Holidays
24th Fri
Christmas Eve - Service at 7:00 pm, HC
25th Sat
Christmas Day
26th Sun Christmas 1 - 7:00 pm, Lessons & Carols
28th Tue 2:00 pm - YH ACW Regular Meeting
2011

Rev Nellie Thomas

—

2011

7:00 pm YH ACW Card Games
2:00 pm - YH ACW Regular Meeting
2:00 pm - YH ACW Regular Meeting
Deadline for April BLOW·ME·DOWNER
School closes for Easter Holidays
EASTER
Wedding of Prince William & Kate Middleton
School reopens after Easter
Victoria Day - School closed
Provincial Election Day 2011

The BLOW•ME•DOWNER is distributed free to every
Canada Post mailbox in Lark Harbour & York Harbour
and also free by email elsewhere on request
before or on the first Friday of the month.
Next BLOW•ME•DOWNER . . . . . . Issue 54, 2011 Apr 01
Deadline for Issue 54 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2011 Mar 25
Please submit copy as early as possible for best inclusion.
To receive your BMD by email, send an email
with the word SUBSCRIBE in the subject line to
blowmedowner@gmail.com

These are our Sponsors who support the BLOW·ME·DOWNER.
PLEASE GIVE THEM YOUR SUPPORT.
Anglican Parish of Bay of Islands
Lark Harbour
p. 2
Byrne’s Store
York Harbour p. 6
Curling ONE Stop, 366 Curling St
Corner Brook
p. 2
Fillatre Memorials
Corner Brook
p. 4
Quik Lube Plus, 65 Humber Road
Corner Brook
p. 3
Sheppard’s Clover Farm Store
Lark Harbour
p. 6

Birth of the Christ Child
S I WRITE THIS ARTICLE for the The BLOW·ME·DOWNER, I am

A

on holidays in Goose Bay for the birth of our granddaughter.
I recall just a few months ago when our daughter came to visit
us. She and her husband got off the flight from Goose Bay and as I
watched her come into the airport, she was wearing a white tee-shirt
with the words: “Congrats Nanny and Grampy” announcing her
pregnancy. Now, only nine short months later we are announcing the
birth of our little Hayden Jonelle who was born November 13th
weighing 7 pounds and 14 ounces. What a blessing she has brought
to our family. What joy she brings to our hearts and lives.
“And the angel said to them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born
this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And
this shall be a sign unto you; You shall find the babe wrapped in
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.”— Luke 2:10-12.
In just a few short weeks again we will be celebrating the birth of
the one who brings joy to our lives and the world – Jesus!!
Celebrating Christmas has changed over the past 2000 years! But
Jesus hasn’t changed, the Christmas story hasn’t changed!
When the towns of Lark Harbour and York Harbour come together
for their Christmas Parade, St James’ Choir will be entering a float.
The float will say: “Keep Christ in Christmas”. What a wonderful
message for all of us and for the world.
It’s a wonderful time of year to come together with family and
friends in a very special way to celebrate the birth of Jesus. But
unfortunately we let the busyness of our commitments keep us from
the celebrating of what should be. There are many things that get in
our way. All the gifts to be bought, all the baking, all the decorations
to be put up in our homes are just a few. Sometimes we shut Jesus out
of the celebrations. But since Jesus is the ‘reason for the season’, why
shut Him out? Whatever we do, whoever we are with, whatever
celebrations we do, let’s keep Jesus at the centre because Jesus is the
real reason for Christmas.
There are worship opportunities on Christmas Eve at St Ambrose
at 4:00 pm and St James Church at 7:00 pm. Let’s plan and make an
effort this Christmas to come and acknowledge the “real” reason why
we do what we do for December 25th.
Don’t celebrate Christmas without Christ. The only gift He wants
from you is YOU. This Christmas let’s put Christ where He should
be – at the centre. It’s up to us! Prepare to celebrate the CHRIST of
CHRISTmas!

Congratulations to . . . .
parents Paula & Jerry Michelin
& grandparents Nellie & Derek Thomas
on the birth of Hayden Jonelle
who arrived in this big new world on 2010 November 13th

Automobile - SERVICE & REPAIRS - Gas & Diesel

CURLING ONE STOP
Owners: Kevin & Betty Wayson
Phone 785-2619
366 Curling St, Corner Brook

PLEASE NOTE . . .
There will be no BLOW·ME·DOWNER for the months of 2011
January, February and March.
Copy deadline for the next issue will be 2011 March 25, Friday, for
publication in 2011 April.

Christmas Greetings to our Readers, wherever you are!
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TOWN OF

TOWN OF

LARK HARBOUR

LARK HARBOUR
Report of Council’s Special Meeting of 2010 November 16
with Dave Strong, Sonya Lane, and Craig Lynch of ACOA
Chris Power of NL Dept of Municipal Affairs
and Walter Anderson and Scott Batt of AE Engineering.

Regular Meeting of 2010 November 16
Present: Mayor: John Parsons; Deputy Mayor: Jamie Park;
Councillors: Llewellyn Childs, Stanley Childs, &
Pauline Sheppard;
Clerks: Louise Darrigan (recording), Debra Park.
Meeting commenced at 7:00 pm.
! Minutes of meeting of 2010 October 19 approved with the
following text substituted: “Discussion on borrowing for Phase II.
Mayor called for Resolution to approve sending a request letter
to Bank of Montreal for a non-guaranteed loan for Council’s 10%
cost share of Phase II in the amount of $142,253.00.”
! Water/Sewer update:
! Discussion on all the items talked about at the meeting held
with ACOA and Municipal Affairs officials and our Town’s
engineer for the water/sewer project.
! All agreed for clerk(s) to follow up if a letter was sent to
Town’s engineer regarding the proceeding with Phase II
application to Municipal Affairs. Copies of letter to be sent
to all parties involved.
! Mayor will follow up on CMHC letter regarding loans and
lending rates.
! Town Hall update:
! Town Hall building refurbishment project now completed. A
six month warranty has been given by the contractor on his
work, excluding damages that are not contributed to by his
workmanship.
! Councillor Stanley will oversee the purchase of mats for the
upper level.
! Financial report approved as presented, with accounts payable in
the amount of $6,873.06.
! Write offs approved in the amount of $448.56.
! Fire Department:
! Motion approved to pay one third cost of the truck
cap/window as per quote submitted by Town of York Harbour
provided that it is also approved by the Town of York
Harbour and the Firettes.
! 2011 January 10 confirmed as the date for the next Fire Dept
quarterly meeting to be held in Lark Harbour.
! Agreed to send a letter of support to Town of Deer Lake
regarding the establishment of a new regional fire and rescue
training facility provided that it has no impact on the training
facility located in Meadows.
! Discussion on Christmas Parade which is to start in York Harbour
and end at Lark Harbour Town Hall (upper level) for
refreshments and Santa.
! Request for leave of absence submitted by Clerk Debra and
approved by Council along with monetary donation for her
expenses.
! Municipal Assessment. Agency: 2011 fees reviewed.
! Discussion items:
! Contact Lexine Burry to start weekly cleaning of Town Hall
upper level.
! Motion to approve the purchase of a calculator.
! Painting of doors on bandstand will be done in the spring.
! Upper level telephone problem is now resolved.
! Municipal Affairs: Operating Grant letter reviewed.
! 2011 Budget review: Date set is 2010 December 9.
! A Christmas newsletter will be distributed.
! All correspondence reviewed with one point of interest noted:
HEDB re: undeveloped cultural/heritage assets will be reviewed
again at a later date.
Meeting adjourned at 9:15pm.
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Council Members present were Mayor John Parsons
Councillors Stanley Childs, Llewellyn Childs, Pauline Sheppard
Clerk Louise Darrigan (recording)
HIS SPECIAL MEETING WAS CALLED BY COUNCIL to obtain further
information regarding the proposed Water and Sewer Project for
the community. Mayor John began by expressing optimism for going
forward with the Project and our inquiries on cost and reassurances
for the 90/10 funding ratio and the possibility of having it approved
for the entire Project.

T

Dave Strong said this Project does not qualify as a stimulus package
which ends in March anyway. The 90/10 ratio continues and is not
likely to change. Chris Power said that he expects the four phases of
our Project could be completed before there are changes in funding
arrangements: changes are not expected, but will eventually occur. He
stated that Lark Harbour’s project has merit and he encouraged us to
proceed now.
Other questions raised were: (a) having a financial evaluation;
(b) applying for the next phase; (c) operational costs, etc.
Walter Anderson led a discussion on the sewer development study that
was done. There can be changes in the number of communal tanks
when development does begin. Primary and secondary sources of
sewer were discussed. Walter Anderson spoke about a secondary
source as something that can be addressed further along in regards to
the cost and service of pumping disposal, which can pose a problem
if the service is not provided. Scott Batt stressed the importance of
moving along now in order to get the two phases tendered out in 2012.
The land issue for the Project was also discussed. Walter Anderson
will investigate this but he does not expect any problems.
Dave Strong presented information on the form to be submitted for the
Environmental Assessment. Walter Anderson agreed to do it and was
given the form and correspondence pertaining to it. Dave Strong said
that the environmental assessments were satisfactory and that the form
was just a formality to be done.
Dave Strong also spoke about the changing regulations in sewer
development that are forthcoming. These will eventually become
reality but not immediately as the cost is astronomical: Newfoundland
and Quebec will be the hardest hit. These regulations are years down
the road and every place in the province will be affected; private
sewer systems may possibly be exempted.
Walter Anderson agreed to investigate the cost of a communal field
for the sludge.
Funding sources for the Town’s portion of the development were also
discussed. Mayor agreed to follow up with CMHC’s letter on their
lending and rates.
Dave Strong emphasised items to examine before moving ahead.
These included:
1. Operational costs to be discussed with the engineer.
2. What happens if the
regulations change for
secondary sources as
presently the Province is
not helping out on this.
3. Pumping problems –
getting rid of the sludge.
All parties felt the Town was
in a good financial position to
proceed with the
development.
Meeting adjourned at
11:45am.
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NEWFOUNDLAND LABRADOR
and

NOVA SCOTIA
sign an intention to develop hydro production
on Muskrat Falls of the Lower Churchill River

Muskrat Falls as it looks now
ES, IT’S A LOT OF MONEY: MORE THAN $6 BILLION.

But if it goes
according to plan — and as a “green project” it should receive
support from everywhere, including the Feds, although they have
been slow to move on clean energy initiatives — it will supply
reliable electrical power to both our Province and to Nova Scotia
well into the foreseeable future. In addition, Gull Island may also be
brought on stream by then.
However, let’s not count our chickens too soon, but it looks good.
As Premier Danny Williams said when he made his announcement on
November 18, the Muskrat Falls development plan can free us from
“the geographic stranglehold that Québec has held over us” since
before Joey Smallwood signed the Upper Churchill agreement in
1969. Don’t be too hard on Joey, though. He believed, like any
reasonable person would, that one province would be ready to make
a fair deal with another to satisfy the needs of both. Instead, of
course, Québec used its geographical advantage to force
Newfoundland to sell the Churchill Falls power to Hydro-Québec at
the border, enabling Hydro-Québec to resell it and receive the lion’s
share of the profits. Underwater electrical transmission on the scale
necessary did not then exist, so Joey had no choice: either sign, or
cancel the project. He signed. But when the Churchill Falls contract
is up for renewal in 2034, Newfoundland will not have to knuckle
under to the dictates of Québec: we’ll have an alternative we can use!
According to published figures, of the new power generated at
Muskrat Falls, the Nova Scotia company Emera will receive 20%,
and will invest $1.2 billion to bring the power across to the Island.
Newfoundland will receive 40% of the power and will have to raise
about $4.4 billion to pay our share of the cost. This will enable the
closing of the Holyrood generating station which presently supplies
much of the Island’s power, but is outdated, highly polluting, and in
dire need of costly refurbishment. Emera will also pay the cost of
taking the power across to Nova Scotia, from Cape Ray to Lingan on
Cape Breton Island and to other mainland markets. When the
projected contract ends in 2045 Nalcor will have the option of buying
Emera’s share of the transmission lines for $1, and Emera will then
be buying power from us. Nalcor will have a controlling interest of
51% and Emera will own the other 49%.
The power will be transmitted southwards from the Belle Isle
Straits, avoiding Gros Morne National Park, then across the Island
towards the Avalon on new transmission lines to join existing lines
back to Bay St George and south to Cape Ray before crossing to
Nova Scotia.
Aside from the very major issue of raising the money to pay the
gigantic cost of construction, a Federal loan guarantee of $375
million is needed, and Innu land claims in Labrador must also be
settled by the Feds since their land is involved. But if all goes
according to plan, some 2,000 jobs will be created and power will
flow in 2016.
There will certainly be increased costs associated with this project
which must be paid by Newfoundland electricity consumers.
However, without the Muskrat development we would be paying for
refurbishment and enlargement of the Holyrood plant : with Muskrat,
our dependence on oil for power generation will be removed and
stable pricing should result. We should then have cheaper electricity
than, for example, Ontario, which has recently forecast a 46%
increase for their consumers over the next 5 years. Maybe they will
be buying power from us soon!

Y
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ST JAMES CAFÉ
welcomes YOU
ANY OF US HAVE COMPLAINED that,

M

once the summer tourist season is
over, there’s nowhere in either of our
communities to get a little lunch unless
you drop in on a neighbour! True, the
stores offer coffee, but you can’t sit
down and take your time to relax a bit.
But for the last couple of months
since St James Café opened, from Thursday to Saturday each week,
between 11:30am and 3:30pm, there is a great place to get a good
lunch that doesn’t cost very much and provides a friendly and
comfortable location too.
St James Café certainly fills a significant need in our town, and
you can count on it also filling that significant need in your tummy.
Each day there is a different soup offered — beef, moose, chicken,
vegetable, sometimes chili — with sandwiches, several kinds to
choose from, or a muffin, and your choice of fresh coffee or tea with
as many refills as you want. And to add to the appeal of the
establishment, most of the food offered there is home-made, and will
cost you no more than $7.00. Where else can you get a bargain like
that these days, unless you do it yourself at home?
Unlike some establishments, parking is not a problem. Set up in
St James Church Hall, the Café is not a large operation, but there is
space to expand if needed. On entering you will see half a dozen
tables to accommodate four people each, and the serving hatch will be
open. The ladies running the Café will immediately take your order
and invite you to choose a table, and in a few moments you will be
eating and enjoying a hot cup of your choice, and maybe some
friendly conversation if you so choose. You can take your time over
your lunch and you will feel no pressure to leave.
The project is run by ladies of the two local ACW groups (who
have a reputation for preparing some of the finest home-cooked food
available anywhere) and all profits go to St James Church, so you can
feel comfortable that your money is staying in the community.
One final thought . . . If you can’t get used to the idea of having a
St James Café in town . . . think of it as . . . St Tim’s!

Trouble with FRUIT FLIES?
HEY DON’T BITE OR STING, and they only last a day or two, but
they can be very irritating, the way they suddenly appear —
along with some ripe bananas perhaps — and every time you go
into the kitchen there is a cloud of them around your face. We have
not had too much of a problem in the past, but over the last 3-4
weeks they have really moved in.
As it happened, the Yahoo home page came up with a couple of
timely suggestions which were reasonably effective. We will share
them with anyone who might be interested, as follows:

T

1) In a bowl, one part apple cider vinegar and one part water
(we used 1/3 cup of each) and a few drops of dishwashing liquid.
2) In a glass, about an inch of red wine. Cover with plastic
wrap and punch a small hole in it. Change once a week.
Both caught lots of flies in our kitchen. Good luck!
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LIBRARY NOTES
by
Susan Harvey
34 YEARS OLD!
HAT’S HOW LONG WE’VE HAD OUR PUBLIC LIBRARY

here in the
school; it opened on November 5th 1976. Elinor Benjamin was
our regional librarian then. She often visited us out here, and also all
the other 22 libraries in our region. In those days library
representatives met four times a year, in different locations all up and
down the west coast. We all knew each other, and Elinor always saw
that each meeting dealt efficiently with business, but also was an
enjoyable social occasion. However, in the late 1990s the provincial
government saw fit, as an efficiency measure, to force Western
Region to combine with the Labrador Region, and that was the end
of that. Plainly the distances involved could not be co-ordinated in
the same way. Elinor soon left the library administration, and became
a world-class storyteller. It seemed particularly appropriate to invite
her out to celebrate our anniversary and to tell stories for the students.
Grades 1 to 8 were totally mesmerised by the stories, and so were we
Board members who were present. We all had a celebratory cupcake
to follow.

T

Sad to say, this was probably our last chance to hear those
enthralling stories. Elinor and her husband Ron are in the process of
moving to Nova Scotia, where they have inherited a house in
Dartmouth. We will miss you, Elinor. Come back and see us when
you can.
And now, a new rotating collection to be with us until March 2010
There is a variety of non-fiction in the collection, including books
on genealogy, home schooling, bears, global warming —
recommended by David Suzuki, biographies of two hockey players
and a movie star, the spitting champion of the world (!?!), the murder
of King Tut — by James Patterson, no less — and the story of
Fordlandia, a strange and short-lived settlement in the Brazilian rain
forest, founded by Henry Ford in 1927.
In the fiction section there are some romance and science fiction, one
of Anne Perry’s exciting stories of families involved in World War
I, as well as the usual mysteries; also quite a few offerings for
children and young adults.
Some of the more hopeful mystery titles include:
1. 206 Bones
Kathy Reichs
2. A Christmas Guest
Anne Perry
3. Espresso Tales
Alexander McCall Smith
4. The Miracle at Speedy Motors
Alexander McCall Smith
5. The Laughter of Dead Kings
Elizabeth Peters
6. Closer Still
Jo Bannister
7. Blood Dreams
Kay Hooper
8. The Hunt Ball
Rita Mae Brown
9. Hounded to Death
Rita Mae Brown
In our own Newfoundland collection:
10. Growing Up in Newfoundland
Joyce Templeton Gillett
11. The Glass Harmonica
Russell Wangersky
12. Beyond the Call
Earl B Pilgrim
10. Growing Up in Newfoundland is the story of Joyce’s childhood
in Curling. Her father, Reverend Gordon Templeton, served in the
Bay of Islands parish from 1934 to 1949 and Joyce has many
memories of growing up in the rectory of St Mary’s Church in
Curling. The chronology is a little confused, but she seems to have
been about three years old when the family moved from Harbour
Grace to Curling. Her memories consist mostly of a small child’s
reactions to her new home. No doubt readers will remember many of
the people she speaks of, such as Dr John O’Connell, Dr Monaghan,
T A Garcin, Moses Murrin; and the family names Barry, Dunphy,
Locke (electrician), and J A House (of Goodyear and House).
Bowater’s Mill is mentioned, and businesses owned by T A Garcin,
Mr Pennell, Mr Basha; and Boland’s pool hall. I had some trouble
figuring out the geography of her Curling, but apparently the original
St Mary’s Church burned and must have been rebuilt in a different
location. There are photographs of the church and rectory and the
Church of England school and of the school at John’s Beach. The
book is an interesting bit of local history.
11. The Glass Harmonica is the story of a fictional neighbourhood
in St John’s. Mr Wangersky’s “McKay Street” seems to be located
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parallel to Water Street and just up the hill. The street is in transition,
with some old row houses, inhabited by the same families for three
generations; and some houses renovated by young professionals. The
story deals with past and present interactions amongst the neighbours;
naturally most of the other neighbours know, or eventually find out,
all about whatever went on. What went on includes a couple of
murders, various violent assaults, theft, sexual infidelity and more.
There is also the lady who sees all and tells all, sometimes with added
personal interpretation, and the lady whose household money keeps
disappearing into VLTs. Each chapter is presented from the point of
view of one resident. It is a fairly easy and interesting read, but the
chronology does jump about a bit, from 1980 to 2006; each chapter
is dated, which helps. I suppose it could be like moving into a new
neighbourhood, and gradually hearing the neighbours’ stories, in
whatever order.
12. Beyond the Call is a collection of stories Mr Pilgrim heard from
Baxter Gillard, of Englee. Mr Gillard had an honorary Doctor of
Laws degree from MUN in recognition of all the work he had done for
the community of Englee and the United Church during the 99 years
he lived. Mr Pilgrim plainly knew him well and often visited him and
listened to his stories. Most of the stories took place on the Northern
Peninsula, mostly on the White Bay side. Dr Gillard heard the stories
from the people involved, or sometimes from family members. Lots
of experiences in the country, one story about a picture with a curse
on it, two about ships, one unlikely romance. You have to admire the
strength and resourcefulness shown by the characters in Dr Gillard’s
stories. A good, easy, and interesting read.
Finally, let me recommend another book of stories which I found
among our own collection: Canadian Stories of Action and
Adventure, edited by John Stevens and Roger Smith. Only one story
is set anywhere near Newfoundland (Nova Scotia) and one is actually
science fiction; but it is a good collection. Some in the last section did
make me think of Dr Gillard’s stories, which I had just finished.

NOW INTERNET TRAINING!
The Internet training sessions sponsored by the Federal
government’s Community Access Program (CAP) got off to a good
start Tuesday evening 23rd November in the Library. Nick Dawson,
Internet Trainer for the western region, held a get-acquainted session
attended by nine Lark and York Harbour residents. All participants
had the opportunity to explain what they hoped to learn; these goals
ranged from an interest in sophisticated programs such as Excel to a
need for basic understanding and confidence. Nick felt it would be
possible to work out a schedule for sessions to be held every second
Tuesday beginning Tuesday 7th December in which each session
would focus on a particular topic, such as e-mail, social websites,
Internet banking, or specific programs such as Excel spreadsheets; but
beginning with absolute basics. There might be an afternoon session
from 2-4 and an evening session from 6.30-8.30, if numbers require.
Those who already own laptops are encouraged to bring them. It is
hoped that training sessions will continue until at least the end of
March.

FAREWELL TO DANNY
AS IT THE SEVEN-YEAR-ITCH?

Or just the feeling that he’s done
what he set out to do? Whichever it was, I think we have to
hand it to him, that he has done well and deserves much credit.
Danny Williams announced on November 25th, that he will step
down as Premier on Friday, 2010 December 3rd. Maybe he planned
it to make sure he got coverage in The BLOW·ME·DOWNER, before
we take our winter break!
I have not always agreed with Danny: some health care decisions
have been questionable; he has done little to help the fishery and
nothing on the Voisey’s Bay situation. But he has done good things,
not the least being the recent Muskrat Falls power deal. However, as
we have seen so often in the past, it is only after many years that these
projects can be judged: “The proof of the pudding is in the eating”.
When Joey signed the Churchill Falls power deal, it was hailed as a
great thing, to bring this Province untold benefits down the future.
But in 1969 who could believe that Québec would be so intransigent?
In any case, though, Danny has done well in many areas, and he
should go down in history as one of our great Premiers. Even his date
for retirement was well chosen, before people started telling him to
go. A few other politicians would do well to follow his example.
Congratulations, Danny, and best wishes on your well-earned
retirement from Newfoundland politics.

W

Page 6 of 6

The BLOW•ME•DOWNER

Issue 53

2010 December 05 Friday

OBITUARY

FOOD BANK NOTES

BEATRICE EILEEN LUNDRIGAN

by
Susan Harvey

1935 July 23 - 2010 November 22
T IS WITH GREAT SADNESS that the family of Beatrice Eileen
Lundrigan announced her passing
peacefully away on Monday,
November 22, 2010 after an
extended illness, at the age of 75.
She will be lovingly remembered by
her sons: Paul Lundrigan
(Rosemary), Sydney, Nova Scotia,
and Kenneth Lundrigan (Linda),
Hinton, Alberta; granddaughters
Meghan and Sarah; sister Mary
Childs, Corner Brook; brothers:
Richard Solomon Brinston,
Stephenville; Kenneth Brinston,
Wabush, Labrador; and companion
Linton Gilbert, Lark Harbour. She
was predeceased by her husband
William Edward Lundrigan in 1986.
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The funeral service was held on Wednesday, November 24th at
2:00 pm from St James Anglican Church in Lark Harbour, Rev Karen
Laldin officiating, followed by the interment at Mt Patricia Cemetery,
Corner Brook. Friends may visit Fillatre's Funeral Home, 218
Curling Street, on Tuesday from 2-4 & 7-9 pm. As expressions of
sympathy, flowers are graciously accepted or memorial donations
may be made to St James Anglican Church. The family guestbook
may be signed by visiting the website www.fillatre.ca.
We offer our sincerest condolences to the family and friends of
Beatrice as they go through this difficult time, especially with
Christmas approaching.
TOWN OF

YORK HARBOUR
BY-ELECTION
FOR ONE SEAT ON THE TOWN COUNCIL
Please be advised that the Town of York Harbour has a vacant
seat on Council and therefore will be holding a by-election.
Nomination Days will be:
2011 January 10, Monday, 9:00am - 5:00pm
2011 January 11, Tuesday, 9:00am - 5:00pm
Location : York Harbour Council Office
Election Day will be:
2011 January 25, Tuesday, 8:00am - 8:00pm
Location : York Harbour Town Hall.

NOTE OF THANKS TO OUR VOLUNTEERS
ITH YEAR END GETTING CLOSE, it is an appropriate time to thank
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the Volunteers in our Communities. These people give freely
of their time, while working for the benefit of our Communities.
Usually they receive no pay; nor do they expect any; and often we
take it all for granted.

“SHARE

YOUR BLESSINGS”
OVER CHRISTMAS

Not much food has been coming in over the last few months.
Hopefully the Christmas spirit will inspire us to do better, though we
should remember the needy all year. With luck the Christmas Food
Drive will bring in enough in food and financial contributions to help
carry our outlets through until June. Rod Lyver (Rod’s New to You)
and June Alteen (More for Less), along with the CBC and CFCB, are
sponsoring a drive to collect turkeys so everyone can have a
wonderful Christmas dinner - more power to them! But if you can’t
manage a turkey give something you might enjoy receiving. Some
always useful items are canned milk, beans, rice, jam, peanut butter,
sugar or flour, coffee or tea, any meat product, pasta, or sandwich
makers. Or, if you make a financial contribution, you can receive a
tax receipt. Remember that Jesus told us to love our neighbours.
Believe it or not, our two local Food Bank outlets have responded
to 1074 requests for help so far this year, worth about $92,000, and
averaging 110 requests per month. This is emergency assistance, not
just a regular handout. Many times there are children involved, and
they have to be given special consideration. You are doing a good
thing when you “share your blessings”.

THE ZAMBONI TREATMENT
FOR MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS SUFFERERS
CANADA have decided to take
advantage of a new treatment for Multiple Sclerosis developed by
an Italian, Dr Paolo Zamboni. The procedure involves the opening of
the veins which transport blood from the brain. It is still in the very
early stages of use, but it appears to have been beneficial to many who
have ventured to try it. They have noticed significant improvement in
the state of the disease as it affects them.
In order to avail themselves of the treatment patients have had to
make their own arrangements. To do this they have to spend large
sums of money to travel to Mexico, India, or countries of eastern
Europe, and many of them have not been able to count on support
from their medical authorities at home. To date there has been little
encouragement from established medical authorities in Canada.
MS is a debilitating ailment which progresses through gradually
deteriorating states of health and mobility as time passes. There is as
yet no accepted effective treatment for the sufferers. So can anyone
blame them if they grasp at an opportunity that appears to offer some
relief and improvement? Under those circumstances, wouldn’t you
want to try it yourself?
Several people in our own communities who are affected by the
disease have chosen to try the Zamboni procedure for themselves.
But to do so they they must travel great distances to foreign places
where it is offered. Hopefully when they return they will be able to
enjoy life to a greater degree than before they went.
Let’s wish them every success as they go. And let’s help them
achieve their wish with a few dollars if there is any way we can.

A

NUMBER OF PEOPLE ACROSS

SHEPPARD’S CLOVER FARM STORE
! ! ! CHECK OUR PRICES ! ! !

Thank you to:
Lark Harbour and York Harbour Town Councils
Our Volunteer Fire Fighters and the Firettes
The ATV Trails Committee
The Outer Bay of Islands Enhancement Committee
Volunteers who provide the School Breakfasts
Organisers of the Blow-Me-Down Days Summer Festival
Church and Parish Workers, Committees and ACW Groups
Sunday School Teachers
Fundraisers for the VON Clinic and other organisations
Food Bank Collectors, Organisers and Supporters
And any other volunteer groups or individuals not listed here.
Please accept our apologies if we missed you.

Gasoline Groceries Hardware Lotto Beer Liquor
Propane Exchange Program - Sears Catalogue Agent

DISTRIBUTOR OF PRODUCTS

from

MERCER’S MARINE

BYRNE’S STORE
Main Street, York Harbour - Phone 681-2040
FULL SERVICE GASOLINE
Groceries, Confectionery & Beer, Hardware, Loto
A GREAT SELECTION OF LOCAL SOUVENIRS

