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IS IT SPRING . . . OR JUST WEIRD WEATHER?
SIR WINSTON
CHURCHILL
GREATEST BRIT OF ALL

T

HERE CAN BE FEW PEOPLE alive

MARCH, some twenty days into
Spring, and normally we’re still under a foot or two of snow.
But this picture puts a rather different spin on the weather. This
young whitecoat was seen on the beach at Bottle Cove on 2010
March 23. It was not a warm day, just a pleasant one such as we
might expect to enjoy about a month later. But this young seal was
one of many to be seen on shore in Western Newfoundland this
year. Large numbers were reported around Port Saunders during
mid March, where female seals came on shore to give birth to their
pups because there was no ice this year in the Gulf of St Lawrence,
for the first time since records began in 1969.
As we all know, some years there can be huge quantities of ice
in the Gulf, and long cold days with snow flurries brought in by
onshore winds, the Bay of Islands packed solid, and the coves and
harbours full of smooth local ice strong enough to drive a car on; but
this year, nothing.
Many people are denying the existence of global warming.
However there is overwhelming evidence that even if our climate is
not warming up, it is certainly changing. In the Far North the Inuit
people are finding that bays and lakes are already unsafe where
traditionally they have been able to cross on the ice until almost
summer. In northern Manitoba the snow roads, normally usable for
at least three months at this time of year, are already impassable for
the trucks carrying their essential supplies for the next fall and
winter. Other regions have found that where there is usually a heavy
snowfall in winter, this year there has been very little. Even here in
the Bay of Islands people are finding their wells already running dry.
Perhaps it is not global warming. Perhaps it is simply a normal
variation in climatic cycles like that which gave liveable conditions
on the west coast of Greenland from about 1000AD to 1400AD
enabling the Norsemen to live there until shortly before European
explorers began to cross the NW Atlantic. We cannot be sure. Only
time will tell. The one thing we can be sure of, though, is that
climates certainly are changing. What we do not know is, how will
these changes affect human society?

today who have not heard of
Sir Winston Churchill (18741965). This picture shows him in
one of his most typical poses,
giving his V for Victory salute
while smoking one of the ten cigars he smoked each day.
Known as one of the greatest modern orators in the English
language, his oratorical fame was based in large part on the inspiring
speeches he made while he was Prime Minister of Britain during the
Second World War. So memorable were his speeches that many
would say they played a large part in bringing the British people
successfully through those years of the blitz when hundreds died as
cities were bombed to destruction nightly by the Luftwaffe.
Many of Sir Winston’s expressions have also become part of our
language; for example: “the Battle of Britain” and “the Iron
Curtain”. But his distinctive and powerful oratory depended largely
on his speaking in a rhythm which, like poetry, provided a natural
placement of words where they would have the greatest effect.
Consider this sentence in which he complimented the men of the
RAF who faced such overwhelming odds as they defended Britain’s
air space against the Luftwaffe during that same Battle of Britain in
1940-41: Never .. in the field of human conflict .. was so much owed
.. by so many .. to so few. Most of us might have said something like
We have never owed so much to anyone as we owe to those few
airmen. But repeat the two sentences aloud, slowly, a couple of
times, pausing briefly at the dots placed in Sir Winston’s version,
and experience how the line rolls sonorously off your tongue.
There are many similar passages in Sir Winston’s speeches, and
lots of them are available as recordings. Perhaps the most
memorable is this from a speech broadcast (1940 July 14) by the
BBC as the Battle of Britain was beginning. In it he encouraged the
beleaguered British people to fight on against what seemed to be
insuperable odds. With distinctive and measured tones Sir Winston
concluded his speech with these words: Let us therefore brace
ourselves to our duties, and so bear ourselves that, if the British
Empire and its Commonwealth last for a thousand years, men will
still say, “This was their finest hour”.
On a lighter note, there is a tale, no doubt apocryphal, about Sir
Winston who was reported to be in hospital recovering after some
surgical procedure. As the story goes, the nurse on duty at the time
was a person he had encountered at a political meeting and whom he
knew to have rather more left-wing beliefs than his own. Sir
Winston asked for a bedpan, and when the nurse returned to take it
away, he remarked, “That’s the first time I ever had a motion carried
by a socialist!”

SHEPPARD’S CLOVER FARM STORE

BYRNE’S STORE

W

E ARE NOW AT THE END OF

! ! ! CHECK OUR PRICES ! ! !
Gasoline Groceries Hardware Lotto Beer Liquor
Propane Exchange Program - Sears Catalogue Agent

DISTRIBUTOR OF PRODUCTS

from

MERCER’S MARINE

Main Street, York Harbour - Phone 681-2040
FULL SERVICE GASOLINE
Groceries, Confectionery & Beer, Hardware, Loto
A GREAT SELECTION OF LOCAL SOUVENIRS
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

MESSAGE FROM OUR RECTOR

HC=Holy Communion; MP=Morning Prayer; EP=Evening Prayer
LH = Lark Harbour; YH = York Harbour; JB = John’s Beach
Details of Church Services relate to St James, Lark Harbour, only.
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2010

Victoria Day - School closed

2010

Trail Committee Summer Festival W eekend
Last Day of the School Year

ADVANCE DATES

HEN I WAS A LITTLE GIRL

Years later, I am still looking forward to Easter Sunday Morning,
but now it’s not getting new clothes, but the fact that Jesus is Risen
from the dead giving us all new life in Him.

Easter 3 - Holy Communion
Easter 4 - Prayer & Praise

JUNE
th

growing up in Forteau, Labrador, I
would always look forward to Easter Sunday morning. For me
it meant my only new outfit of clothing for the year!! How excited
I was.

W

11:00am Easter 2 - Morning Prayer
School reopens after Easter break
Thur-Sat Diocesan Synod 2010

MAY

—

The Lord is Risen indeed! Alleluia!!

Easter Day
7:00am Easter Vigil
7:00pm Easter Holy Communion

7:00pm
7:00pm

Rev Nellie Thomas

ANGLICAN PARISH OF THE BAY OF ISLANDS

2010

Thur School closes for Easter break
7:00pm M aundy Thursday Liturgy
Fri
11:00am Good Friday Liturgy
Sun

—

2010

July 18th , 2:00pm - St James Cemetery Memorial Service
July 25th , 2:00pm - St Ambrose Cemetery Memorial Service

The BLOW·ME·DOWNER is distributed free of charge to each
Canada Post mailbox in Lark Harbour and York Harbour
before or on the first Friday of the month.
Next BLOW·ME·DOWNER: Issue 47. . . . . 2010 May 07
Deadline for Issue 47 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2010 April 30
To receive your BMD electronically send an email
with the word “SUBSCRIBE” in the subject line
to this email address:
blowmedowner@gmail.com

Thanks to our Sponsors who support The B LO W ·M E ·D O W N ER :
Anglican Parish of Bay of Islands
Lark Harbour
Byrne’s Store
York Harbour
p. 1
Curling ONE Stop, 366 Curling St
Corner Brook
p. 6
Fillatre Memorials
Corner Brook
p. 3
Quik Lube Plus, 65 Humber Road
Corner Brook
p. 6
Sheppard’s Clover Farm Store
Lark Harbour
p. 1

Editor’s Special Note
Observant readers may notice that the format of our dates has
changed this month. We regularly see dates written as “April 2,
2010”, which seems to be the format favoured in the USA and by
many Canadians. We also see a number of very confusing formats
using only numbers, such as “4-2-10”. Does this mean April 2nd
2010 or 4th February 2010, or even other possible variations? Often
it is guesswork.
The most rational format is clearly one which begins with the
largest unit and ends with the smallest. This is the order in which we
express measurements when we use the old Imperial measures: feet
& inches, pounds & ounces, etc. For measurements of time, we
speak of hours, minutes and seconds, in that order. So if we apply
the same principle to measurements of time, we should use Year,
Month, Day, and Hour, Minute, Second, if required. One
permissible variation might be the use of the name of the month in
place of a number (for the sake of clarity) but never a 2-digit year.
Consequently, dates in the BLOW·ME·DOWNER will henceforth
appear in the format of descending order of size such as “2010 April
02” or “2010-04-02”. The month may be given by name, perhaps
abbreviated to three letters to save space, or as a number with a
leading zero as required. These formats are becoming increasingly
common in general Canadian usage. The format which uses
numbers for the month is also the one best suited for use with
computers because it allows much easier chronological sorting of
dates. Both formats are seen in the heading box on page 1.

After coming through the 40 days of the Lenten Season, we
sometimes find ourselves a little down because of anticipation of
Jesus’ death. In the past when we read about Jesus’ horrible death,
they were just mere words. Now in 2010, many people have seen the
movie The Passion of Christ, where Jesus’ death was seen as the
most horrific and cruel death that a person would ever have to go
through.
But because of Easter Sunday Morning, when Jesus rose from
the dead so we could live, it’s the most wonderful thing that could
have happened.
What a joy fills our hearts when we wake up on Easter Sunday
morning and know that Jesus is no longer dead but alive. Jesus lives
in each of our hearts. Jesus gives each of us a new life in him.
Instead of my ‘new’ clothes, I am getting ‘new’ life in Jesus, which
is a far better gift!
Each of us should be concerned about our new life in Jesus. This
life has many temptations: drugs, alcohol, material things, and the
list goes on. But the important thing in life is our relationship with
Jesus Christ. When we die, we all want to be with Jesus in Heaven.
We must also want to help prepare ourselves and start a relationship
with Jesus here on earth.
The Ministerial Association in Corner Brook has started a
program called “Finding the Hope”. The ministerial association will
be trying to reach each and every household in Corner Brook, to tell
them about the ‘Hope’ that is found in Jesus.
We want what’s best for ourselves medically, physically
intellectually and what’s just as important to make our bodies whole
is to want what’s best for ourselves “SPIRITUALLY”.
Let’s make Jesus the priority in our lives; there’s no better time
to start than Easter Sunday Morning 2010!!

LARK HARBOUR TRAIL COMMITTEE
has continued working through the winter, and
has been working on extensions to the ATV/Snowmobile Trails
into the country and Cedar Cove. They have also been making plans
for their Annual Summer Festival and fundraiser on Saturday July 10
and Sunday July 11. More details will follow as the date
approaches, but so that everyone can keep it in mind, here is a
preview of what will be happening around Lark Harbour Town Hall
that weekend:
Saturday Afternoon: Kids’ Activities
Bingo Game
Evening:
Supper served at the Town Hall
Night:
Adult Dance - Music by Route 440
Sunday Afternoon:
Talent Show with Music by Route 440
Food served at the Town Hall
All Weekend, as the above activities are taking place, a Barbecue
will be available and the Bar will be open.

T

HE COMMITTEE

The BLOW·ME·DOWNER will present updates on the Festival and
other activities of the Committee in the coming few months.
If the information on this page about planned Community
Activities is helpful to keep you informed, please make a
point of sending in the news from the organisations you
belong to. Such announcements are presented at no charge.
See panel at left for phone numbers and deadlines.
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LARK HARBOUR
Report on Regular Council M eeting of 2010 M arch 16
Present:

Mayor John Parsons; Deputy Mayor Jamie Park;
Councillors Llewellyn Childs, Stanley Childs, Pauline
Sheppard; Clerks: Louise Darrigan (recording).
Absent: Clerk Debra Park.
Public: Lark Harbour Trail Committee: Doug Gilbert, Roy
Gilbert, Melanie Joyce, Howard Park, Paul Sheppard.
Family Outreach Resources - Yvonne Sheppard.
Concerned Resident: Dean MacDonald
! Meeting commenced at 7:00pm with adoption as circulated of
minutes of meeting of 2010 February 16.
! Council met with Lark Harbour Trail Committee regarding their
upcoming annual summer festival. Council will support them
and make decisions on their requests later in the meeting.
! Council met with Yvonne Sheppard from Family Outreach
Services. She gave a presentation on the programs “Healthy
Babies” and “Preschool Club” that will be located in the church
basement in the beginning of April. Information will be made
public soon. Council supports both these programs.
! Council met with resident Dean MacDonald over concerns
regarding issuance of building permits in the Beacon Road area
of instability.
1) W ho would be liable for damage to Mr MacDonald’s property
should a permit be issued to construct in his area?
2) He was presented with a copy of the agreement that would
have to be signed by applicants before any issuance of a
building permit. Council stands by its decision to lift the
moratorium on permits, but will review all applications and
meet with all applicants before issuing permits in the unstable
areas of Little Port Road and Beacon Road.
! W ater Project - nothing further to report.
! ICSP/PSAB/CIP Update
1) CIP application is verbally approved and approval letter from
Gas Tax Secretariat is forthcoming.
2) Resolution passed to support amendment to request an
extension to 2010 September 30 to spend the allocated gas tax
funding that has to be used by 2010 March 31.
! Motion - to compensate one week’s pay to Clerk Louise for the
additional time and work to complete the PSAB for submission
to auditor and Gas Tax Secretariat.
! 2010 Student jobs: One application for both communities
submitted.
! GHJC re: Bay of Islands Coastal roundtable update: Mayor and
Councillor Llewellyn attended the roundtable meeting. One
particular item of interest for our town is that the Gas Tax can be
used on the 90/10 new water project. Clerk to inquire further
since it has been verbally confirmed before that it cannot be used.
! Land survey quotes: Two estimates reviewed. Noseworthy
Surveyors approved to carry out the Survey on community
property in close proximity to the Town Hall building with a
commitment of cost before proceeding.
! Financial report and accounts payable of $10,782.66 approved.
! W rite off request of $125.00 also approved.
! Building permit application approved as presented.
! Lands Division: Reviewed approval given for Crown Land at
Little Port that was formerly leased for agricultural purposes.
! Community well water analysis - Report shows that water has to
be boiled before drinking. A second test will be done later to see
if any change. Notices will be put up regarding this.
! Building insurance policy reviewed. Agreed to wait until the
Town Hall/Storage Building refurbishing is completed before
committing to a new replacement value.
! Spring Road Maintenance: Council will prepare a list of all work
needed to upgrade the roads. Motion passed to invite tenders for
maintenance using this list as specifications of work to be done.
! Council will write Terry Loder, MHA, regarding the deplorable
condition of' the Main Road in the community.

! Fire Dept: Fire Chief seeking special meeting - Council agreed
to meet with all entities on 2010 March at 7:00pm in Town Hall.
! Town Clerk Position - Two résumés received and reply letters
sent to each individual. Mayor will meet with Clerks to prepare
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a public notice for this position.
! Annual Spring Cleanup - dates: May 6 for Lark Harbour and May
7 for York Harbour. Notices will be posted.
! Playground area - Enlarging the Playground area was discussed
and the school’s fundraising to work on a Playground area also
touched on. Agreed to invite Penny Sheppard, Principal, and/or
Bonnie W heeler, VP, to attend next Council meeting regarding
this item.
! Firettes meeting for festival: Council will have representation at
this meeting on April 15 at 7:00pm in York Harbour.
! Clerk Debra will return to work March 22 with Clerk Louise
staying on during her “ease back” period.
! Sign for Travers Road is replaced. Business signs discussed.
! Approved the addition of “upgrade to Septic System” to the
building permit application. No cost to applicant for the permit.
! Trail Committee Festival: Approved festival to be held on the
Town Hall grounds on 2010 July 10-11. Agreed to usage of the
Hall and Storage Building. Access to electrical power - Council
will engage a qualified electrician to provide a cost estimate to
have the building on separate hook-up.
! All agreed to having a bandstand that will not only be of use to
the Trail Committee but also to the community itself. Trail
Committee will provide all labour if cost of material is covered.
Council will contact Trail Committee regarding construction
materials needed in time for decision at next Council meeting.
! Town pins sent in response to two letters requesting them.
! Thanks received from VON for annual donation of $2,000.
Meeting adjourned at 10:45pm.

LARK HARBOUR TOWN COUNCIL
is inviting Tenders for

SPRING ROAD MAINTENANCE
Contact the Council Office for Specifications

Telephone 681-2270
Closing Date : 2010 April 16 at 4:00pm

FOOD BANK NOTES
by
Susan Harvey
with the Food Bank, either regionally or at
St James. Locally our collections are down, but so is
attendance. No doubt things will pick up once we all feel that winter
is behind us. Regionally, the Food Bank has had to make some
purchases, but we are coping. Everyone is cranking up for the
Christmas in June Food Drive, this will be on Monday June 7 th this
year. Lark Harbour and York Harbour always have lots of volunteers
and gets a good collection. Hopefully this year will be the same.
Items in short supply at the Curling outlet recently were tea,
canned vegetables and cereal. Damian tells me that these are always
welcome contributions. Also the usual standbys of meat and fish
products, milk, baking supplies, soup, and pasta of all kinds. (Please
do not bring more baby food as it has a short shelf life and cannot be
distributed after its expiry date. The demand is fairly limited in any
case.) Any non-perishable food items will be gratefully appreciated.
Remember, when we feed the hungry, we are doing it for Jesus.

N

O T A LO T HAPPEN IN G

Page 4

The BLOW•ME•DOWNER

Issue 46

ST JAMES SCHOOL
POETRY AND ESSAY CONTEST
on the Education Week theme: “My Place”
Here we publish the winning entries in four categories.
Congratulations to these winning writers.

IS THIS OUR FUTURE?
First Place Poem , Senior High Levels
I inhale a breath of toxic waste,
Remembering the torture this world has faced.
Chip bags and coke cans litter the ground,
The earth cries in agony; we make no sound.
Global warming has come, and left us for dead.
Couldn’t we have thrown out our garbage instead?
There is nothing left but lifeless creation.
All our countries gone with no hesitation.
The world is dead and so are we.
No trace of you, no trace of me.
Don’t you wish you could rewind time?
Maybe recycle the garbage and grime?
So remember this: littering does matter.
Maybe if we stop, our world won’t shatter.
W e have a place, this world is ours.
So breathe it in and enjoy the hours.
Don't take for granted what the world offers you,
Or what this poem says might just come true.
-by Miranda Byrne

MY PLACE
First Place Poem : Elem entary Grades
York Harbour is the place for me,
By the Blow-Me-Down Mountains and the sea.
St James School I love a lot,
Since Kindergarten, that’s where I’ve been taught.
Newfoundland is a unique place,
It has delicious food.
W hy not have a taste?
Our province is rich with songs,
So come on over and sing along.
W e have scenery so great,
Oceans, mountains, rivers and lakes.
Visitors like to come here to fish,
And sometimes hunt if they wish.
Canada is a wonderful place to be,
Just look around and you will see
Animals, birds and fish galore,
Trees, shrubs, flowers and more.
Hockey is played often here,
A Canadian that doesn’t like hockey is very rare.
Our world is an extraordinary place,
W ith people of every race.
W e must value our planet Earth,
Take special care of it or we’ll destroy its worth.
Reduce, reuse, recycle what you don’t need,
Because then you will be doing our Earth a great deed!
- by Olivia Perry

OUR PLACE
First Place Poem , Junior High Grades
The world goes silent as the heat swiftly intensifies.
The animals flee the balding forests in desperate search of trees.
Our once beautiful, lush oceans drain dry beyond the point of
recognition
The world has ended because of a creature with a toxic obsession to
have more.
A disgusting, vile thirst that we are all guilty of.
The need to have every new thing, no matter how much damage we
are inflicting on our world.
º
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Is this the future we want to bestow on our children?
The inability to walk freely in the parks, or swim in the oceans?
Have the smartest animals been proven to be the most stupid of us
all?
W ill our world one day become ashes among space?
W ill the world go silent as the heat swiftly intensifies?
W ill the animals flee the balding forests in desperate search of trees?
W ill our once beautiful, lush oceans drain dry beyond the point of
recognition?
No.
W e have the power to conquer this toxic obsession that is destroying
us.
W e will recognise that we are strong enough to fight the disgusting,
vile thirst we all share.
Mankind will learn that possessions are just possessions.
People are far more important than objects will ever be.
W e will take action and repair the so-called “irreversible” damage we
have caused the earth.
W e will rise above this tragedy and embrace our world once more.
The world may be damaged, but it will forever remain, Our Place.
- by Stephanie Sheppard

MY PLACE
First Place Essay, Senior High Levels
in their life, and we
usually refer to our possessions as “mine”. It’s evident when you
ask a question similar to: “W ho owns this car?”, and someone
immediately refers to their belongings in this way: “It’s my car”.
After these words are spoken, this person is taking ownership over
their property, and lets everyone around them know it belongs to
them. Lots of times when people share information about owning
something, a proud feeling can be conveyed, especially when their
belongings are well taken-care-of, and in good condition. Often this
is how I feel when asked about some of the things I consider my own.
I experience a proud feeling when asked about “my place”, “my
home”, “my town”, “my country”, and “my world”. This year’s
Education W eek theme is “my place; the theme “my place” is
important because students need to realise that if you take care of
something, you will ultimately feel better towards it. Students need
to realise this rule applies, whether it’s on a school level or a global
level. If students realise the link between taking good care of
something and the feelings of being proud and happy associated with
taking good care of something, they will be more motivated to make
a change in their place.
W hen I see the words “my place” the first thing that comes to
mind is my school, St James All-Grade. I spend five days out of a
week at my school, and this time spent at my school is vitally
important for my education. It prepares me for life after high school,
introduces me to new things and helps me to socialise. W ithout
school, I wouldn’t have any of these opportunities, which is one of
the main reasons I’m so proud to refer to St James as “my” school.
If students and teachers didn’t help to improve St James and keep it
running smoothly I wouldn’t feel the same way I do about my school.
Due to the fact that we have an active student council and teachers
devoted to providing the best environment for students, our school
becomes more than a building and something I feel is my own and
am proud of it.
At the end of every day, it is always a relief to come to “my
home”. The reason for this relief is the amazing effort put into
maintaining a home, and also the familiarity of being with the people
you love. There are many things that can be done to make you feel
good and be proud of your home. In my home something that makes
me feel proud is the W orld Vision magnet on my refrigerator, every
time I walk past my fridge and see a reminder that I helped to
sponsor a child. W hen this happens I get a feeling of warmth
showing me how amazing it is to take things from your own home
and share with others that are less fortunate.
A small town the size of York Harbour may not seem like much,
but I don’t think I could ever be too proud to call York Harbour “my
town”. One of the main reasons I am so happy with my community
is the effort put into maintaining it: everyone in York Harbour does
their part to make the community complete. I often do my part in my
community by never littering and by picking up garbage when I can.
For some time I felt as if no one noticed the effort everyone makes to
keep York Harbour clean but I was proved wrong when in a
[Continued on page 5]
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[Continued from page 4]
discussion about York Harbour with someone I just met. W hen I told
them where I was from they replied saying: “Oh, I know where York
Harbour is. It’s a nice town and it’s actually very tidy”. I then
realised my town had a good reputation for being clean! Ever since
I’ve been even more proud to refer to it as my own.
One thing all of us Canadians have in common is the pride we
share for our country. The main reason I am so proud of Canada is
because of the peace we have kept with the other countries of our
world. Often when I am vacationing outside of the country where I
meet new people and they ask me where I am from, I proudly
respond telling them I’m from Canada. The minute they realise I’m
from Canada, it’s almost as if they breathe a sigh of relief. Many
times they will even compliment my country on being such a
wonderful place, and they probably haven’t even been there yet. Due
to the hard work accomplished by Canadians and our Government we
are friends with many countries. I know Canada is very friendly and
because of this I’d be proud to let anyone in the world know I’m from
Canada because they immediately assume I’m friendly too.
The world truly is an amazing place. There are so many things
combined to make the world as wonderful as it is. The different
people all around the world, view the amazing landscapes, socialise
with one another, and take part in other endless activities. One thing
that makes me proud of the world and the people in it is the way we
all work together when disaster strikes. For example, recently there
was a catastrophic earthquake that devastated the Caribbean country
of Haiti. Immediately there was a plan in place. Canada, the United
States, China, the United Kingdom, France, Israel, Spain, South
Africa and so many more helped to aid Haiti. This makes me
extremely proud to know that “my world” all came together to help
a country in need. This not only makes me feel proud, but also safe,
because I know that if Canada was ever in danger, “my world” would
help.
In conclusion, “My Place” is an excellent theme for Education
W eek 2010. Due to the theme “My Place”, whenever I think of “my
home”, “my town”, “my country” and “my world”, I think of them
with much pride. I now know that I need to take good care of the
things that are mine, and do whatever I can to help them, whether it
is picking up the garbage to help the environment, supporting Canada
in the Haiti relief, or sponsoring a child in Peru. Everything I help
with makes the world a better place and people of the world more
happy to be here.
- Deidre Wheeler
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OBITUARY

FLORENCE ELIZABETH BATT
1920 - 2010
It is with great sadness that
the family of the late Florence
Elizabeth Batt announced her
passing on 2010 March 22 nd,
Monday, at the J I O’Connell
Centre, Corner Brook in her
91 st year. Leaving to mourn
with fo n d a n d lo v ing
mem orie s are c hild re n:
Raymond (H azel), Y ork
H arb o ur and W illiam
(Marilyn), Newmarket, ON; step-daughters: Ida Hall (Mike),
Greenwood, NS and Hattie McW illiams, Mississauga, ON;
grandchildren: Jennifer and Andrew; step-grandchildren: Gary,
Pauline, Robert, Pamela, David, Laura and Cathy; brother Albert
W heeler (Annie) and sister Mildred Humber (Donald); sisters-in-law:
Mona Wheeler and Ruby W heeler, York Harbour, as well as a large
circle of other relatives and friends. She was predeceased by
husband Alfred (2004); sisters: Melena, Irene, Jessie, Eliza and
Annie; brothers: Fred and Harold.
Friends visited Fillatre’s Funeral Home, 218 Curling St, on
Tuesday, 7-9 p.m., and W ednesday between the hours of 2-4 & 7-9
p.m. The Funeral Service took place at St Ambrose Anglican Church
in John's Beach on Thursday, March 25 th at 2:00 pm, Rev Nellie
Thomas officiating. Interment will follow at the Church Cemetery.
As expressions of sympathy, flowers are graciously accepted or
donations may be made to St Ambrose Anglican Church.
W e offer our sincerest condolences to Mrs Batt’s family in this
time of their great loss.

SOUTH SHORE FAMILY RESOURCE CENTRE
&

HEALTHY BABY CLUB
Phone: 709-789-3300
Email: familyresource@bellaliant.com

FAMILY RESOURCE CENTRE
TOWN OF

The Family Resource Centre is a drop-in centre
for families with children ages 0-6 years

YORK HARBOUR
NOTICE TO RESIDENTS
Please be advised that the Town of York Harbour holds its monthly
public meeting on the second Tuesday of every month at 7:00pm.
This is open to the public for observation only. If you would like to
speak regarding any matter please contact the clerks by Monday at
12:00 noon to be placed on the agenda.
Residents of York Harbour may obtain a permit from the Council
Office to go to the dump with household items free of charge. The
normal fee for a truckload is $20.00 plus HST.
Anyone requiring building permits must have this brought to the
Council at the next regular Council meeting. Therefore, please see
the clerks by the second Monday of the month at 12:00 noon to have
it placed on the agenda.

ARE YOU BORED?
Would You Like to Get Out and

Kick Up Your Heels ?
Doris Roberts is looking to see if there might be enough interest in
the area to start up a Square Dancing Group. All you would need
to bring along is a partner (male or female).
If you are interested, give Doris a call at

681-2294.

We offer Regional playgroups at:
Lark Harbour, St James Church Basement
Benoits Cove, Town Council Office
The informal setting provides parents with the opportunity to
meet other families.
All programs are free of charge.

HEALTHY BABY CLUB
A free prenatal support program for pregnant women.
This Program Offers:
* Childbirth Education Classes with a Public Health Nurse
* Individual teaching and support through home visits
* Cooking Classes
* Nutrition and healthy lifestyle advice.
* Free weekly food supplements.
Currently the Healthy Baby Club Program is being offered.
Family Resource Programs will begin in April and a
calendar will be circulated by mail to all families in all
communities on the South Shore, indicating when and where
Drop-in Playgroups will be held for your area.
Please feel free to call or email Yvonne Sheppard
at the above phone number or email address.
W e look forward to seeing you!
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LIBRARY NOTES
by
Susan Harvey
NEW BOOKS IN THE LIBRARY
AND A NEW ROTATING COLLECTION
New in our library:1. The Bishop’s Man

Linden MacIntyre

In the Newfoundland Collection:2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Only a Fisherman’s Daughter
Soulis Joe’s Lost Mine
Fish for Dinner
The Longliner
Flying on the Edge

Anastasia English
Gary Collins
Paul O'Neill
Kiwanis Golden K Club
Gene Manion

1. The Bishop’s Man by Linden M acIntyre, is Duncan MacAskill, a
Catholic priest who is used by the Bishop as a troubleshooter. He is
lonely and confused and very much affected by events in the past.
These events are never actually described, though he seems to be
always thinking about them. I found the chronology a little confusing
when he is thinking about these past events.
The actual story begins when the Bishop sends Duncan to a small
parish in Cape Breton. The Bishop's reasons for this assignment are
not made clear, though the parish has been without a priest for a
whi1e. In trying to care for his parishioners, Duncan finds himself
particularly concerned about a couple of the young men. The
question as to whether they may have been sexually abused - perhaps
by a priest in the past - is never quite resolved. Though Duncan
desperately wants to help the two young men, in the end he and the
Church fail them.
There are no new revelations - or even speculations - about the
turmoil in the Catholic church so strongly hinted at by the many news
items coming out over the years. Perhaps the purpose of the book is
achieved in showing us an honest and compassionate man on the
inside who is unable to understand and correct the evil he sees in his
church.
I did wonder how authoritative Mr MacIntyre’s presentation of
either the Catholic Church's policies and practices, or life in Cape
Breton, might be. No biography of interest is included.
2. Only a Fisherman’s Daughter, b y A n a s t a s i a E n g l i s h , i s a
romantic story, somewhat old-fashioned. It is set in a fictional
Newfoundland outport in the late 1800s. The heroine is Norrie
Moore, an orphan living with relatives. She is intelligent and strongminded, and her life is strongly affected by two factors: her affection
for her friend Lucy and her resentment of Mrs Brandford, who thinks
herself a lady and much better than a mere fisherman's daughter. The
situation is complicated for both Norrie and Mrs Brandford by the
fact that both Norrie and Lucy fall in love with Mrs Brandford’s son
Harry. Norrie is tempted to establish a relationship with Harry, and
enjoys the idea of his mother's dislike of such a match. But she can't
bear the thought of hurting Lucy by taking the man Lucy also loves.
The situation does resolve itself but only after some difficult times
for everyone.
The most notable thing about this book is the fact that it was the
first novel ever published in Newfoundland, in 1899. It has been
edited and heavily footnoted, but claims to be true to the original.
There is no information on Anastasia English, which was a little
disappointing.
3. Soulis Joe’s Lost Mine, by Gary Collins, is a good read for anyone
with any interest in the history and geography of Newfoundland,
particularly in the part played by the Micmac Indians in that history.
Apparently a surprising number of Micmacs have been very wellknown for their success in prospecting for minerals. Beginning with
successes in Newfoundland, they have been hired for their
prospecting expertise in sites all over the world. M any of them were
members of the same family, descended from an ancestor called
Soulis Joe, after whom two ponds and a brook in central and eastern
Newfoundland were named.
The author is a Newfoundlander from Hare Bay. Although he
had always enjoyed travelling in the country, he had no knowledge
of, or interest in, mineral exploration until he met one of the family
members, Kevin Keats. Keats is still heavily involved in the mining
industry, and he asked Mr Collins to write a book about the family’s
part in the history of prospecting in Newfoundland. The arrangement
was that Collins would work for Keats for a summer, and would
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actually take part in exploring with an expert. The expert was Allan
Keats, the father of Kevin. During the summer as he travelled
through the countryside with Allan Keats, Collins learned a lot about
the country; not just the geography and geology, but the history. The
family told him a lot about Soulis Joe, and his history runs all through
the book, interlaced with Collins' experiences with mineral
exploration. It is a good combination, educational as well as very
readable.
Mr Collins has written two other books in similar style, which
will probably be similarly good reading. They are Cabot Island and
The Last Farewell.
4. In Fish for Dinner, Paul
O’Neill has collected a number of
old favourite fantastic stories
which have recurred in many
cultures of the world, and has set
them in Newfoundland.
He
seems to have taken tales from
Greek mythology, Grimm’s Fairy
Tales, Aesop’s Fables and trom
I r is h a n d F i r s t N a tio n s ’
mythologies. Some of' the stories
are set in Trinity, Fogo, Ramea,
L’Anse aux Meadows, and even
Corner Brook. The Corner Brook story gives an interesting and
different explanation of The Old Man of the Mountain over Shellbird
Island. The first story in the book is a good warning to be careful
what you wish for - especially if you are a fisherman.
5. The Longliner: Stories from the monthly Kiwanis Golden K Club
publication is an interesting collection of items that some well-known
Kiwanians thought worth publishing in their magazine. Arthur
Scammell may be the best-known contributor, mostly of items from
Newfoundland history; but there are several other respected
Newfoundland Kiwanians. Most of the items are quite short and
include descriptions of Newfoundland life and history, poems,
recipes, and one article about the old Royal Reader series; plus many
memorable quotes from famous people all over the world. Readers
might particularly enjoy the conversations in the twine loft and the
examples of “Newfie speak”. Some of the more humourous items
include “Problems after Sixty” (age 60 - many of us will recognise
these problems) and “Unclear W riting” and many of the quotes and
poems. I can’t help thinking some of those Kiwanis Club meetings
must have been pretty lively. The volunteers who put this collection
together plainly had happy memories.
6. Flying on the Edge: Bush Flying in Newfoundland and Labrador,
bv Gene Manion, gives many accounts of his adventures, including
descriptions of places and the people he met. Mr M anion spent 43
years flying bush planes in this province, though he was born in
Ontario and retired back there in 2003. Perhaps of particular interest
are the chapters dealing with his involvement in the seal hunt. He
tells of the difficulties of starting up a bush flying company and the
friends who encouraged him. In John Crosbie’s introduction he calls
the book “the best account I have ever read of bush flying in this
province or anywhere, and the best description of coastal and inland
Newfoundland and of our rivers and wildlife.” Mr Crosbie
“unreservedly recommends this book.”

Automobile - SERVICE & REPAIRS - Gas & Diesel

CURLING ONE STOP
Owners: Kevin & Betty Wayson
Phone 785-2619
366 Curling St, Corner Brook

OUTER BAY OF ISLANDS
ENHANCEMENT COMMITTEE
The Committee is ramping up for another summer of activity related
to our hiking trails. W e are in the process of completing an
application for funding with the various Government Departments
(both Federal and Provincial). If our application is successful, we
plan to complete the work on the three trails started last year and
begin cutting and clearing two new trails - Southhead Lighthouse
Trail, Lark Harbour, approx. 4km and Pine Point, York Harbour
(Number 6 Brook area), approx. 4.5km. W e will keep you updated
as things progress.

