LARK HARBOUR

THE

YORK HARBOUR

BLOW·ME·DOWNER
FOR THE PEOPLE OF THE OUTER BAY OF ISLANDS
ISSUE 43 : 2009-11-06
NEWFOUNDLAND & LABRADOR
Editor: Stuart L Harvey, PO Box 17, Lark Harbour, NL, Canada, A0L 1H0

NOVEMBER
A Time for

REMEMBRANCE

O

NCE MORE we are into the “Month of Remembrance”, with its

focus at the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh
month of 1918, at the end of “the War to end Wars”. Yet still we
are facing as much violence and turmoil around the world as ever.
There have been wars since time immemorial, from the Battle
of Jericho detailed in the Bible, through the Roman conquests of
2,000 years ago, the wars of Genghis Khan, the dozens of wars in
medieval Europe, but it took the twentieth century to create the
first war to encompass the whole world, in 1914-1918.
Conventional wars, they have been called, because they were
fought by easily identifiable armies which mostly operated in
comprehensible and visible ways. However in recent times a
change has begn, with the increased occurrence of less open forma
of warfare. This began perhaps with the Korean War, followed by
the Vietnamese War a decade later, and is now witnessed in
military or paramilitary activities everywhere.
Now, times have changed completely. Wars have always
involved any civilians who got in the way, but today’s wars have
an alarming tendency to affect the civilians more than ever before.
Look at what is happening in Africa, the Middle East, Pakistan.
We see guerilla warfare affecting the lives of innocent and
previously uninvolved people — children, women, the aged —
who wish only to be left alone to get on with their lives: lives
which are often difficult enough with natural disasters like
drought, floods, famines, earthquakes, and megastorms in all
corners of the globe.
It is this kind of conflict that faces our Canadian Armed
Forces. There are now more than 130 Canadians who have lost
their lives while serving in Afghanistan. Other countries, USA,
Australia, UK, Germany, Netherlands, also NATO members, have
had similar experiences. Yet, Afghanistan is not officially
recognised as a “war zone”: the role of our soldiers there is
defined as “peacekeeping”.
Despite criticism of this role by Canadians, and increasing
evidence of the difficulties peacekeeping presents in Afghanistan,
most Canadians are proud and supportive of what our soldiers are
doing, and our hearts go out to those who have lost loved ones.
To those who call for an end to our Afghan involvement, one
would ask, “How can we just leave that country to fight its own
battles, when it is surrounded and infiltrated by the Taliban, Al
Qaida, and others, intent on taking over for their own purposes?”
The Middle East is a powder keg ready to explode, and with
some countries there possessing, or almost possessing, nuclear
weapons, that explosion would be a disaster for the entire world.
To prevent it, we have no real choice but to continue what we are
doing there, even after 2011 if need be.
In the meantime, we must support our soldiers, and more
enthusiastically than we are presently doing. Their efforts are
directly connected with our security.
The poem In Flanders Fields, written in 1915 by Canadian
Army Major John McCrae while he was on active service in
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Europe, is as true today as it was then. This poem was initially
rejected by some major publishers, but eventually it received the
recognition it deserves both as a magnificent and moving poem,
but also as a clear statement about any form of self sacrifice and
support of what is right.
Look particularly at the last three lines of the poem:
IN FLANDERS FIELDS
by
John M cCrae
In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
W e are the Dead. Short days ago
W e lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.
Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
W e shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.
In the second week of fighting during the Second Battle of Ypres a
Canadian artillery officer, Lieutenant Alexis Helmer, was killed on 2 May 1915
by a German artillery shell. He was a friend of the Canadian military doctor
Major John McCrae. John was asked to conduct the burial service owing to the
chaplain being called away on duty elsewhere. It is thought that later the same
evening Major McCrae began the draft for his famous poem 'In Flanders Fields'.

BLOOD DONOR CLINIC
On Tuesday 13th October, from 5:00 to 8:00pm, a
Blood Donor Clinic was held in St James Church
Hall, Lark Harbour. A total of 41 people attended to
give blood, a total for which Canadian Blood
Services, the organisers, were greatly appreciative.
As a consequence of this successful occasion, they will be
returning for a further session at the same times on Monday 21st
December, when it is hoped that even more people will come.
For anyone who has never donated blood before, there is no
cause to be afraid. The staff of professionals are careful,
courteous, and friendly, and the session is not hurried.
Refreshments are provided free to all participants afterwards.
Any person in normal health aged between 17 and 71 may
donate blood, but no more often than every 56 days (8 weeks).
Please note that it was erroneously stated last month that
persons under 17 could donate with parental consent. This is not
correct, and apologies are offered to those young persons who
attended the Clinic but could not donate.
November is the month for sacrifice and giving. Donating
blood requires only a slight inconvenience of time,
but is perhaps the most valuable gift that most of us
can offer our fellow human beings. It can save lives.
In the case of giving blood, it is m uch m ore
blessed to give than to need to receive!

Call 1-888 2 DONATE (1-888-236-6283) for info.
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YORK HARBOUR - LARK HARBOUR

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Christmas Parade

HC=Holy Communion; MP=Morning Prayer; EP=Evening Prayer
LH = Lark Harbour; YH = York Harbour; JB = John’s Beach
Details of Church Services relate to St James, Lark Harbour, only.

2009

NOVEMBER

7th
8th

2009

Sat
Parish Dinner & Entertainment
Sun Remembrance Sunday, 11:00am, Holy Communion

10 th
11 th

Tues
W ed
Sun

15th
20th

Fri

22nd
27th
29th

Sun

Fri
Sun

School Assembly for Remembrance Day
Remembrance D ay - School closed

Pentecost 24, 7:00pm, Healing Service & HC
St Ambrose Church Silent Auction, 7:00pm, at
the Community Centre, Benoit’s Cove
Reign of Christ, 7:00pm
Copy Deadline for Dec BLOW·ME·DOWNER
Advent 1, 7:00pm, Holy Communion

2009

DECEMBER

th

Sun
W ed
Sat
Sun
Sun
Tues
Thur
Fri
Sun

6
9 th
12th
13th
20 th
22nd
24th
25 th
27th

JANUARY

rd

Sun
Mon

3
4 th

ADVANCE DATES

April 1
April 12th
May 24 th
June 25th

2010

Epiphany, 11:00am, Morning Prayer
School reopens after Christmas break

2010
st

2009

Advent 2, 11:00am, CONFIRMATION
School Christmas Concert
Christmas P arade, 11am, YH Community Hall
Advent 3, 11:00am, Baptism & Holy Communion
Advent 4, 7:00pm, Holy Communion
School closes for Christmas break
Christmas Eve, 4:00pm, Holy Communion
Christmas Day
Christmas 1, 7:00pm, Service of Lessons & Carols

2010

Thur
Mon
Mon
Fri

Saturday, December 12, 11:00am
at the York Harbour Community Hall
time to start planning for a great
parade. Last year we had an excellent turnout and hopefully this
year it will be even better.
Last year we raised money by selling tickets but this year we are
a little late and there are already lots of tickets out there so we are
planning Toll Gates on Saturday 7 th November, or rain day of
Sunday 8th November. The Toll Gates will be set up at York Harbour
Community Hall and by the Church in Lark Harbour. Please look for
signs at the post offices and stores for more details. Remember all
proceeds will go to the children so please show your support.

I

T ’ S TH AT TIM E O F Y EAR AGAIN ,

From the money raised we will buy a gift from Santa for each
child, Grade 6 and under, that is signed up. Last year we had 68
children so hopefully we will have even more this year. Also, there
will be a lunch at the Community Hall for everyone.
Anyone interested in helping to plan the Parade, to enter a float,
or to sign up a child, please contact M ichelle Sheppard at 681-2393
or 681-2494.
Last year we had 28 floats so let’s try for more. Thank you in
advance for your help and support with this project for our children.

HYDRO QUEBEC TO BUY NEW BRUNSWICK POWER

H
2010

School closes for Easter break
School reopens after Easter break
Victoria Day - School closed
Last Day of School Year

The BLOW·ME·DOWNER is distributed free of charge to each
Canada Post mailbox in Lark Harbour and York Harbour
before or on the first Friday of the month.
Next Copy Deadline . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Friday 27 Nov 2009
Next BLOW·ME·DOWNER: Issue 44 . . . Friday 4 Dec 2009
For $1.00 we will mail a single copy anywhere in Canada.
You may now choose to receive your BLOW·ME·DOWNER
free by email in PDF format. Send an email (with the word
“SUBSCRIBE” in the subject line) to this email address:
blowmedowner@gmail.com

Thanks to our Sponsors for their support of The B LO W ·M E ·D O W N ER .
Anglican Parish of Bay of Islands
Lark Harbour
Byrne’s Store
York Harbour
p. 5
Curling ONE Stop, 366 Curling St
Corner Brook
p. 2
Fillatre Memorials
Corner Brook
p. 6
Quik Lube Plus, 65 Humber Road
Corner Brook
p. 6
Sheppard’s Clover Farm Store
Lark Harbour
p. 5

H 1 N 1 'FLU VACCINATIONS
W e are all waiting to receive our instructions as to where and how we
can receive our H1N1 'flu vaccinations, but as of last Thursday the
best I have been able to find out is, “W ait for an announcement”.
Our VON Nurse Lorraine Humber says the program is in the hands
of the Public Health Service, which means it is unlikely that she will
be involved since she is not part of that. There is some thought that
we may have to travel to Corner Brook (perhaps the Pepsi Centre) but
that would be an inconvenience for many people. Considering that
there are locations in Lark Harbour and York Harbour — the Clinic,
both Town Halls, the Church Hall — then it could easily be offered
here.
But as there is no word yet, all we can do is keep our eyes and ears
open for announcements in the newspapers and on radio.

YDRO-QUEBEC WANTS TO BUY New Brunswick Power for almost

$5 billion and says it is ready to make additional commitments
to buy out the associated debt for another $5 billion. One has to
wonder where this money will come from, as Quebec receives Federal
equalisation payments on the basis of being a “have not” province.
As Danny Williams would suggest, perhaps they are finding it on the
back of Newfoundland and Labrador, since they make many millions
of dollars yearly from the sale of electricity they buy from
Newfoundland at dirt-cheap rates, and have consistently refused to
renegotiate a deal which has been patently unfair since it was signed
all those years ago.
Danny Williams, of course, is fearful that Hydro-Quebec may then
go ahead and use the influence it will inevitably have with New
Brunswick, to place conditions on any arrangements for a power
corridor through New Brunswick that he may try to make to deliver
Lower Churchill power to the USA. Danny believes that HydroQuebec cannot be trusted, and he may be correct. He is hinting, too,
that if the people of New Brunswick ratify this deal when their own
government presents it to them, that they may regret it in years to
come. From a Newfoundland standpoint this may also be a valid fear.
But there are several factors that may come into play:—
(1) New Brunswick has, like Newfoundland, a long history as an
economic laggard, and wants to put this history behind it.
(2) Very tempting promises to reduce power costs to NB customers
are offered over the next 5 years.
(3) Although NB has never seen itself as part of Canada’s
francophonie cultural group, the closer ties that will develop if this
deal goes through may well result in a change of attitude in NB.
Danny appears to be set to try to influence the New Brunswick
people against the deal. If this works, all credit to Danny. But if it
fails, (which seems to be the most likely outcome), it is bound to
reflect badly on our Province, and be a major setback to
Newfoundland’s national and international standing and credibility.
Much as Danny’s position is tempting, and may provide the boost
at home which his government could use, it would seem that trying to
meddle in the affairs of another province is not advisable. Danny
would do better to accept what is almost a certainty, and proceed with
planning an alternative that he can control.
SLH
Automobile - SERVICE & REPAIRS - Gas & Diesel

CURLING ONE STOP
Owners: Kevin & Betty Wayson
Phone 785-2619
366 Curling St, Corner Brook
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MESSAGE FROM OUR RECTOR

NOAH GORDON SHEPPARD

—

2006 November 2 - 2009 September 28

Rev Nellie Thomas

—

ANGLICAN PARISH OF THE BAY OF ISLANDS

that a large number of family and
friends gathered at St James Church, Lark Harbour, on Sunday 4th
October for a final farewell and tribute to a small boy who, without
being aware of it, has touched the lives of all of us, whether or not we
had ever met him. It was very clear that all present offered their
support to Noah’s parents, Gary and Elizabeth, and his five-year-old
brother Joshua, at this time of grief for the little boy whose short life
had been so full of suffering.
Words of comfort and
hope were expressed by our
Rector, Rev Nellie Thomas,
by the family’s own minister,
Chaplain Bryan Fox of
Bramalea Baptist Church,
Ontario, by Noah’s parents,
and especially in the very
moving words of his mother,
for whom the loss of her
child is perhaps more
difficult to understand than it
can be for anyone else.
In a collage of sound and
pictures focussing on his life,
it became plain to us that, in
spite of Noah’s sickness, he
had been a source of love and
inspiration to those close to
him. In this way as short a
life as Noah’s was enabled to transcend the tragedy that it must
always be, until it became transformed into an experience that drew
everyone together within a bond of love and neighbourliness that we
are rarely privileged to witness.
Noah was laid to rest in Lark Harbour Cemetery, in the midst of
the community of his ancestors of several generations. Relatives or
friends alike, we feel that we have been privileged to participate in
some small way in Noah’s life, and we offer our sincerest
condolences to Gary, Elizabeth, Joshua, and all other family members
as they deal with their loss.
We ask God’s blessing on all of you.

I

T WAS WITH GREAT SADNESS

THANK YOU
from

Jodi, Aubrey and Emma Pinsent
Marina and Russell Sheppard
Roxanne and Roger Pinsent

W

our sincere thanks and gratitude to
everyone for their many acts of kindness to us during
Jodi’s illness.

E WISH TO EXPRESS

To all of you who donated time, prizes, supported the
fundraising bingo, sent cards, flowers and donations,
a special thank you.
To everyone who is praying for us, please continue and ask
God to give the doctors and nurses the guidance
required to help Jodi.
Jodi and her family have moved to St John’s where she is
undergoing extensive chemotherapy treatment for
approximately 42 weeks.
Jodi has been selected to be a Torch Bearer on 15th November
2009 for the Vancouver 2010 Olympics. Hopefully
she will be well enough to do this. Jodi’s 900 metre
run is between Pasadena and Corner Brook. Please
be there if you can to cheer her on!

Once again, thank you and may God bless us all.
The Pinsent and Sheppard families.

Rev Nellie sends us this touching letter from Rev Bryan Fox, friend
and pastor of Gary and Elizabeth’s family. Rev Bryan accompanied
them to Lark Harbour for Noah’s funeral.

A LETTER FROM AN OUTSIDER
TO THE PEOPLE OF LARK HARBOUR
O CTO B ER 4 TH we buried the body of little Noah Sheppard in
St James Cemetery. It was just his body. W e knew Noah himself
was already safe in the arms of his Heavenly Father. W e were also
consoled that Noah was at last free from the horrendous cruel disease
that had slowly been destroying his body over the past two years. So
yes, there was comfort and consolation, but overshadowing and
enveloping everything was the excruciating pain of loss. Noah was
gone, and life would never be the same for Liz and Gary Sheppard.
But in the midst of the suffering of the Sheppard family as they
brought Noah’s body home to Newfoundland was the knowledge that
someone in Lark Harbour understood their pain, and was prepared to
do something about it. Dwayne Parsons of Country Haven Funeral
Home was that “someone”, and to an outsider like me, used to
working with big-city funeral homes where the imperative, sadly, is
often more profit and not an awful lot of compassion, he is a most
impressive man.

O

N

In the New Testament letter of James we read, Suppose a brother
or sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of you says to him,
“Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing
about his physical needs, what good is it? In the same way, faith by
itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. But someone will
say, “You have faith; I have deeds. Show me your faith without
deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do.” (James 2:15-18)
Now, we in the rest of Canada know about the deeds of the people
of Newfoundland. You follow those words of Scripture. Your
hospitality is “what you do”, and it has made you famous throughout
the Dominion. I well remember too how back in 2001 the whole
world became aware of that wonderful spirit of hospitality when you
opened your homes and hearts to hundreds of stranded passengers
from flights diverted and grounded during the aftermath of 9/11. And
indeed I myself just experienced that generous, warm, welcoming
spirit during the brief time I spent in Lark Harbour over the first
weekend of October. There is simply no place like Newfoundland,
and I know that now from personal experience.
But Country Haven Funeral Home has taken that spirit of
hospitality to new heights by what its staff did for the Sheppard
family. In the midst of the strain and pain of having to fly to Deer
Lake in the middle of the night with the body of their precious little
boy in the cargo hold below and wondering what would happen when
they arrived, Mark Spencer of Country Haven was waiting there on
the tarmac at 2:00am to meet them. The Sheppards had the comfort
of knowing that their son’s coffin was going to be handled with
exquisite care, and they could rest in that assurance. However the
greatest blessing for Liz and Gary, and this is something I have never
heard of for any of the scores of funerals I have conducted over many
years, Dwayne Parsons charged absolutely nothing for his services for
Noah. Not one cent. That is his policy whenever a child dies; totally
amazing to a “big city boy” like me. And just in case you didn’t
know, Rev Nellie Thomas and the members of St James provided the
burial plot and services for Noah, as they now do for all children, also
without charge. I wish I could tell all of Canada about this — and
over the coming years, Lord willing, I will try to do just that!
Jesus said, “...if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of
these little ones...I tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose his
reward.” (Matthew 10:42) May God visit your wonderful town in a
new and marvellous way, reveal Himself to you as never before, and
draw you together, as He draws you to Himself.
Blessings!
Rev. Bryan Fox,
Senior Chaplain,
Toronto Pearson International Airport
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I . Undead and Unappreciated by Mary Jane Davidson, tells of life
in the world of a vampire queen.

by
Susan Harvey

2. W esterns by Lewis Patten, G G Boyer, and Frank Bonham. In
Plain Sight, by C.J. Box, appears to be a mystery which is also a
western.

AND

3. Hawkes Harbour, by S.E. Hinton, takes a boy who only wants to
be a salmon fisherman into the world of international conspiracies.

BO O KS

A N EW RO TATIN G CO LLECTIO N

S EVERAL N EW N EW FO U N D LAN D B O OKS FO R C H ILD REN
1. Captain Bob Bartlett and the Karluk Adventure - Ron Young
Gives all the details of Captain
Bob Bartlett’s own book The
Last Voyage of the Karluk, in
easy words written in rhyming
verse to appeal to young
children; nothing is left out,
only simplified.
Lots of
drawings give a good idea of
the way it was, with some very
interesting actual photographs
at the back. This is a very
appropriate publication for
children in the year
Newfoundland is celebrating
Captain B artlett and his
exploits.
2. The Mysterious Mummer - LX Falcone
Joey spends Christmas in outport Newfoundland with his widowed
aunt because his mother is in hospital. Strange and creepy things
happen.
3. The Dragon Seer - Janet McNaughton
Unexpectedly Madoca is chosen to care for the magic dragons on their
island. She develops magic powers which help her protect them.
L OTS O F N EW N EW FO U N D LAN D B O O KS FO R A DU LTS
4. Drifting into Doom - Earl Pilgrim
Another of Earl Pilgrim’s exciting re-tellings of stories from
Newfoundlands past. In this one, set in 1883, the people of Grey
River work together to save a shipwrecked Nova Scotian.
5. Rants, Riffs, and Roars - Berni Stapleton
Funny short stories by Berni Stapleton

4. Dark Justice, by Jack Higgins, involves a plot to shoot the
American president.
5. After Midnight, by Robert Ryan, tells of a present-day couple
digging into the secrets of the past, specifically a war death in 1944.
6. The Third Secret, by Steve Berry, has the Vatican holding onto an
explosive secret, supposedly revealed by the Virgin Mary to two
peasant children, for one hundred years.
7. The Watchman, by Robert Craig, tells of a tough ex-cop and a
dizzy socialite brought together by a federal investigation which
endangers them both.
8. Innocent as Sin, by Elizabeth Lowell, also has two people brought
together by traumatic events and working together to resolve their
problems.
9. The Secret Between Us, by Barbara Delinsky, has a mother and
daughter meeting problems together, dating from a car accident in
which the daughter was at fault, but her mother took the blame.
10. The Secret Life of Husbands, by Kristy Crawford, in which a
seemingly straightforward engagement becomes complicated by their
pasts - especially the husband’s; his friends don’t approve.
11. Cat O'Nine Tails, by Jeffrey Archer, is a collection of entertaining
short stories, with drawings by Ronald Searle.
A fair selection of non-fiction includes biographies of the Kennedys,
Adrienne Clarkson, Brooke Shields, Don Rickles and Ruth Graham,
the daughter of the evangelist Billy Graham. There are also books
about AIDS in Africa, the dangers of mood-altering medication,
controlling anger, finances, pregnancy, losing weight, true-life
murders, crafts, decorating, hot rod cars. There is also one about
Avon, and how it became the world’s premier company for women’s
products. And one book about living a dog’s life, and one about a
good, good pig named Christopher Hogwood. Plus an audio book by
Danielle Steele, several DVDs of movies, and two of Monty Python.

6. Galore - Michael Crummey
A family saga spanning two centuries.
M any supernatural
occurrences, including a curse that affects a family for centuries; the
exorcism of a murderer’s ghost; and a naked man who arrives in the
belly of a whale.

Lots to choose from, and they will be here until the end of January.
Something to do when it's cold and nasty outside.

7. The Winterhouse - Robin McGrath
Story of a fourteen -year-old orphan girl in outport Newfoundland
married to a “mad old man”. Untangled two hundred years later by
another odd pair.

by
Susan Harvey

8. The Blackwood Schooner
Bruce Stagg
Amazing story of the survival of one man when the Etta M . Rudolph
was wrecked in 1926 on the cliffs near Little Catalina. The library also
has several children’s books by Mr Stagg.
9. The Enigma - T C Badcock
W orld W ar II story about a German submarine that came to
Newfoundland.
10. Courting Disaster - Robert C. Parsons
Another of Mr. Parsons’ collections of stories from Newfoundland's
maritime history. One story actually mentions a ship called Livonia
built in Lark Harbour in 1894, and belonging to Moses, Jonathan,
Henry and George Sheppard. Afterwards sold to another Bay of
Islands family, the Butts. It was wrecked on Isle of Bois, off the
Labrador coast, perhaps deliberately. There was a trial in St John’s
on that point, but no one was found guilty. Another story involved
another wreck about which there were questions, on the other side of
the Bay of Islands in 1909. And there was a story of the allegedly
murderous Benoit brothers of Fox Island River.
The new rotating collection has only just arrived, so not much has
been read yet. Lots of possibilities. Fiction for young people includes
the ever popular vampires, other fantasy, and even two or three comic
books. Adults who enjoy fiction can choose from an unusual amount
of fantasy and science fiction; several westerns; some romance, but
less than usual; and the usual action and mystery stories. º

FOOD BANK NOTES

Apparently most of the
donations were sorted on the Thursday before Thanksgiving in
the gymnasium of the Salvation Army Temple. That presumably
included the food from the St James School, which Andy Connors
took in for us; but the food from the church didn’t make it until the
next Wednesday. In any case, total donations were up 25% over
2008. People have always been generous, but it seems we are
becoming more aware of the need.

A

REALLY IMPRESSIVE EFFORT THIS YEAR.

Special thanks to CFCB who, in partnership with Home Hardware
( "Free Willy" and guest Gerry Byrne), Corner Brook Plaza (Guest Corner Brook Royals), Fairway Honda (BBQ with coffee from Tim's,
and guest - Wendy Woodland), and Academy Canada. As always,
Coleman's "Food for Friends" program provided support all year.
Thanks also to the Salvation Army for the use of their gym and tables
for sorting. Most of all, thanks to all the volunteers who made the
collections, sorted food, and helped distribute it; and to the teachers
and students in all the schools who participated. A lot of us did
“what Jesus would do”.
In Lark Harbour and York Harbour we are doing much better than
we were for a while. Every Sunday in church there are several bags
of food that thoughtful people have remembered to bring in. Almost
every week I take in one or two milk crates of food to the outlet in
Curling. They are always very appreciative, and I am proud to tell
them it all came from our two small towns. Keep it up!

The BLOW•ME•DOWNER

Issue 43

TOW N OF

LARK HARBOUR
The Tally of Votes in the recent Election was as follows:
John Parsons
130
Mayor
Llewellyn Childs
129
Councillor
Stanley Childs
118
Councillor
Pauline Sheppard 102
Councillor
Jamie Park
83
Deputy Mayor
NOTE:

The choice of Mayor and Deputy Mayor was based on a
vote by the elected councillors and not necessarily on the
number of votes received by each in the Election itself.

Report on Regular Council M eeting of 20 th October 2009
Present: Mayor John Parsons; Deputy Mayor Jamie Park;
Councillors Llewellyn Childs, Stanley Childs, & Pauline
Sheppard.
Clerks: Debra Park (recording) & Louise Darrigan.
! Meeting commenced at 7:00 pm with adoption of Minutes of
30th September and 7 th October 2009.
! Discussions held on the gas tax with outcome. It was decided to
keep the current subcommittee membership of John, Jamie, and
Paul to carry out these plans and to report back to Council
periodically. In the meantime Council will review the criteria.
! Culvert at Bottle Cove - Options to deal with this were discussed
and decision made to write to the resident concerned indicating
that he should first take up the matter of culvert installation with
the other property owner.
! Road Signs and renaming - Decided to wait until time for spring
road mintenance to have the road signs installed. Regarding the
renaming of Park Road to Park and Youden Road in the Roll
Book: approved and Clerks directed to complete it.
! Financial Report approved as presented; also accounts payable in
the amount of $12,122.12 approved.
! W rite-off request of $9.99 for service charge was approved.
! Oath, Affirmation, and mailing list update now all completed.
! Re Clerks as commissioners of oaths.
Clerks to act as
commissioner of oaths approved; also approved expenditure of
$50 for each clerk for cost of certificate issued by Government.
! Clerks’ request re overlapping of work weeks. Clerks expect to
need two weeks for now as they are currently working on cleanup
of files, and still have work on psab/icsp/gas tax, budget and
assessments, and other items. Request approved.
! Garbage contract/tenders. Since Town of York Harbour agrees,
it was decided to continue as in past years with the same costsharing ratio of 55/45% with York Harbour. Approval given also
for clerks to submit invitations to tender to the two contractors.
! Fire Dept and VON agreements will be discussed in detail at
regular quarterly meeting on 4 th Nov 2009. Clerk Michelle (York
Harbour) agreed to prepare a draft agreement pertaining to the fire
department for the quarterly meeting. In the meantime Council
agreed to the draft proposal of $110 for the VON cost sharing, up
from $70, and directed clerks to forward it to York Harbour for
their perusal and input.
! PSAB/gas tax/ICSP training schedule slated for 24 th Nov 2009 was
discussed in relation to the notes by York Harbour and the fact that
they have now hired a consultant to deal with this. However,
Council felt that the clerks should attend the training session.
Council will then determine how to proceed from there.
! Employment Assistant Program for Fish Harvesters and Fish Plant
workers was discussed. Council felt that there were few eligible
persons in the town. Clerks were directed to consult with York
Harbour about further discussion at the quarterly meeting of
4th Nov 2009 as it was appropriate that both towns should avail of
this together.

SHEPPARD’S CLOVER FARM STORE
! ! ! CHECK OUR PRICES ! ! !
Gasoline Groceries Hardware Lotto Beer Liquor
Propane Exchange Program - Sears Catalogue Agent

DISTRIBUTOR OF PRODUCTS

from

MERCER’S MARINE
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! Complaints & concerns. One concern about a culvert on Main
Road at the intersection with Park & Youden Road. Letter has
already been forwarded to Terry Loder and copied to W orks &
Services. Clerks directed to follow up on that letter and also to
call W orks & Services and report back to Council.
! Three Building Permits approved.
! Assessment Division monthly reports and nominations - noted and
directed to file.
! Municipal Capital W orks Program for 2010/2011. Considering
that the town currently has a project in the works, this application
will be dferred until sometime in the future. Clerks directed to
check on the ratio and also to open a file on Capital W orks for
future use.
! Government Services re approval of a septic system noted and
directed to file.
! Non-Agenda Item : Accumulation of vehicle wrecks discussed
briefly and will be reviewed at spring clean up time.
Meeting adjourned at 9:20 p.m.
Lark Harbour Town Council meetings are held
on the third Tuesday of each month.

TOWN OF

YORK HARBOUR
The Tally of Votes in the recent Election was as follows:
Marie Byrne
100
Mayor
Pauline Byrne
92
Deputy Mayor
Florence Lombard
65
Julia Cook
62
Charles Kendell
62
PAYMENT PLAN FOR PROPERTY AND POLL TAX
THE TOWN OF YORK HARBOUR has decided to establish payment
plans for property and poll taxes. As an incentive for this the Council
has passed that if you bring 12 post dated cheques to the Council
Office by the end of January 2010 then there will be no interest
charged to your account for the calendar year. However, this is under
the condition that the cheques are not returned for non sufficient
funds. If this should happen then interest would have to be applied.
If you are interested in taking advantage of this opportunity please
contact the clerk. If you would prefer a different payment plan please
feel free to bring it to our attention. We hope this will make the
property or poll tax a little more manageable for you.
BUILDING AND RENOVATION PERMITS
NEW REGULATIONS have been set into place requiring that all
building and renovation permits be brought before Council to be
approved. This will ensure that all applications are handled in a
uniform manner. The Council realizes that this may be inconvenient
at times. However, in order to help alleviate this they want to make
everyone aware of the new policy. Therefore, anyone wishing to
apply for a permit to build a house, garage, or shed or to do interior
or exterior renovations or extensions should bring their requests to
the Council Office by the first day of each month. These will then
be presented at the next Council meeting which is held on the second
Tuesday of each month. Please be sure to apply for your permits in
advance of starting your projects. If you have any questions or
concerns please contact the Clerk at 681-2280.
FEES FOR PERMITS:
New House:
Garage or Shed :
Renovations or extensions :

$25.00
$15.00
$10.00

York Harbour Town Council meetings are held
on the second Tuesday of each month.

BYRNE’S STORE
Main Street, York Harbour - Phone 681-2040
FULL SERVICE GASOLINE
Groceries, Confectionery & Beer, Hardware, Loto
A GREAT SELECTION OF LOCAL SOUVENIRS
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CHANGES AT THE SOUTH HEAD LIGHT

LM OST ALL HOM EOW NERS across Newfoundland recently received

a new notice of assessment for their property. This assessment
determines how much tax must bepaid on the property. It is based on
the estimated value of the property if it was sold, and should relate
closely to what the owner would receive if he actually sold it.
This assessment forms the basis of the calculation to determine the
amount of property tax each homeowner will be required to pay for
the coming year 2010. For Lark Harbour an average increase of
around 54% over the previous assessment was indicated.
Increases like this have alarmed people across Newfoundland
because they assume that their taxes will increase accordingly for the
year 2010. For a home where the tax was $250 in 2009, an increase
of 50% ($125) would in that case result in tax of $375 for 2010.
Fortunately, recognising that many residents were concerned, on
page 3 of the October 2009 issue of The Blow·M e·Downer, our
Council advised residents that “Lark Harbour Town Council wishes
to assure taxpayers that all issues relating to town fees for 2010 will
be carefully examined in order to arrive at a fair level of taxation for
the fiscal year”. It is good to know that Council is taking this
approach, as it has the ability to adjust the mil rate to ensure a
reasonable level of tax on individual properties.
For example, with a tax rate of 6 mils ($6 per $1,000 property
value, the actual mil rate fixed for 2009) a home valued at $50,000
would generate a tax of $6 x 50 = $300 (see Note below). If that
home is now assessed at $75,000, obviously the tax will increase to
$450 if the mil rate remains unchanged. To maintain the same tax on
that home, Council would have to reduce the mil rate to $4 ($4 x $75
= $300). This example shows that increased assessment value
increases tax payable unless the mil rate is reduced. Your assessment
value can increase as a result of (1) a general increase in property
values in the area, and/or (2) improvements made to the property,
such as additions and renovations.
At this point, another very significant question is raised: Is the
present system based on property value a fair system for municipal
taxation? Many towns are questioning this, some are looking at
alternatives, and a few have already implemented changes.
One of the main weaknesses of the property taxation system is that
it penalises those who take care of their homes, and spend money on
them, since renovations and improvements raise the assessed value
and inevitably cause an increase in property taxes. This seems unfair,
since home owners should be encouraged to maintain their properties
well to keep the community attractive, and that costs money too. W hy
should people who care well for their homes be required to pay more
tax than those who choose to spend their money on other things?
The cost of road maintenance, snow clearing, garbage collection,
street lighting and other services is the same for every home. If and
when we have a town water supply, it will also cost the same per
home, unless it is metered and then we will be paying for the amount
of water used. But if one person chooses to spend money on the
home, should that generate a higher tax than for another who spends
money on fancy new cars or expensive vacations? If you own a
brand-new Mercedes or Cadillac, you paid more sales tax when you
bought it than if you bought a used Ford or Chevy, but you pay the
same vehicle road tax no matter what kind of car it is. If you drive
more you will, of course, pay more tax on fuel. The fairest system for
town fees would be one that costs us all the same amount.
One other comment on the present municipal taxation system is
that the tax assessment service is not provided without cost. Many
residents may be surprised to learn that Lark Harbour pays a total of
about $11,000 annually to the Municipal Assessment Agency for their
services. At an average of $275 collected per home each year in town
taxes, this is roughly equivalent to the revenue from 40 individual
residences. W hat do we get for it? And what additional benefits
could Council provide instead with this money each year? Maybe
improved services, or even a tax reduction for everyone?
SLH

Note - The final figure will
increase if the calculated amount
falls below the minimum tax of
$250 set by Council for 2009.
If you have comments on this or
other issues, please feel free to
submit them for possible
publication. Anonymous items will
not be published, but your name
may be withheld if you so request.

South Head Lighthouse as work began on the new light
Photo by Captain John Chidley, Relief Captain at Lark Harbour CG Station

If anyone wants to have a final up-close look at the South Head
Lighthouse as it appears in this picture, you’d better get out there
pretty soon, because before long it will be just a memory.
There will still be a light there, but things are changing. The
helicopter activity and the cement trucks coming and going during the
past few weeks are part of the change which will see the replacement
of the old lighthouse with a modern “skeleton” tower: not so pretty,
but presumably more durable. W hen the new light is in place, the old
one is scheduled to be demolished.
It must have been a pretty lonely spot for those who lived out at
the Light in the old days before automation, and probably none of
them would want still to be there, given the problems of getting there,
especially in bad weather, and the worry it must have been when
sickness or accident occurred.
But it’s always sad to see the old order changing, and familiar
landmarks disappearing. Lighthouses are places that fire the
imagination, and there are many interesting stories and events
associated with all of them. But that was in the days when people
lived there. Perhaps we could collect a few from South Head while
we still have the memories with us.

This is the helicopter that was doing all the heavy lifting out to South Head

If you like the look of this helicopter and you feel like renting one
like it for a trip ... well, start saving now! You’ll be able to take a
few of your friends along, and even your ATV, because this machine
can lift a payload of about 3,000 pounds, as much as a mid-sized car.
But there is one problem, and a biggish one at that!
A helicopter like this will cost you in excess of $1,000 an hour!
Yes, a thousand dollars an hour! And it doesn’t fly very fast, either,
From here to St John’s, for example, you’d be paying for 3 hours
flying, and that’s if it wasn’t a head wind. And that would only get
you there. For the return trip, find another $3,000!

