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Easter Saturday

THE BLESSING OF THE FISHING BOATS

Part of the group at Little Port for the Blessing of the
Fishing Boats
ITH THE FISHING SEASON ABOUT TO START,

some thirty or so
people, including a good number of fisherpersons, gathered at
Little Port on the chilly afternoon of Saturday 11th April 2009, for the
annual Blessing of the Fishing Boats. The service was conducted by
our Rector, Rev Nellie Thomas, who was assisted by lay ministers,
choir members and others. The liturgy emphasised our dependence
on the bounties of nature, and our responsibility for being good
stewards of the environment.
As we sang Will Your Anchor Hold it was easy for our thoughts
to turn to the recent helicopter accident offshore, when seventeen
lives were lost, and to the similar disaster off the east coast of
Scotland which took sixteen lives. Whether it is when we join the
modern search for minerals from the ocean bed or when we take up
the ancient quest from the sea for our greatest physical need, food, we
are constantly reminded that we are mere perishable specks on the
earth’s face. Our challenge to nature’s most dangerous elements can
so quickly result in disaster. The history of the Bay of Islands, along
with every community that makes its living from the sea, tells of
numerous instances when lives were lost, and we are forced to
recognise constantly the dangers faced by anyone who “goes down to
the sea in ships, to do business in great waters”.
Looking at the economic situation in which the world currently
finds itself, we may be tempted to lose hope. There have been times
in the last year or two when fishing has offered little reward to those
who ply it: so little has been the recompense sometimes that many
have given up in despair and gone to seek a living elsewhere. It is sad
that this has to happen. Yet it is understandable when it costs more
in fuel to take a boat out than you can make on the sale of your catch,
while at the same time workers producing sophisticated electronic
gadgets like “Blackberries”, GPS monitors and electronic games,
continue to be the high rollers of our society. Perhaps one day, before
it is too late, the world will see that without sufficient food we cannot
survive, while the gadgets that everyone craves make only a minimal
contribution to survival and not much more to the quality of life.
We are confronted with the decimation of the fishing industry, but
unfortunately that is not all. In western Canada the same things are
happening to the farming industry, and in our own province our
farmers are not receiving the support they deserve from either the
government or the general public. With the prevailing attitude that
food should be cheap as well as plentiful, thousands of family farms
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Rev Nellie with her guitar and some of those who took part
in leading the Service.
have been forced out of business because, like the fishermen, they are
losing more than they make on selling their product. In some cases
the farmer receives a handsome premium on the sale of his land to a
developer who wants to turn it into yet another sprawling residential
development, or perhaps an industrial complex to make more
questionable gadgets. The end result is that less and less food is being
produced when what we need to feed a growing world population, is
more and more food. It is alarming the way the resources of our
planet’s most productive regions—our fields and forests, our rivers,
lakes and oceans—are being exploited and even destroyed in the
interest of making more money for the few who already have more
than they need. How long can the earth support this prodigality?
Recent economic conditions lead one to conjecture again on the words
of T S Eliot’s poem The Waste Land : “This is the way the world ends
... Not with a bang, but a whimper”.
Meanwhile, as our fishers begin their new work year, we wish
them all a safe, successful and prosperous season.

With such magnificent scenes as this, why are we not more caring of
our environment? If we lose our fisheries and farms, how much
longer can the rest, and we ourselves, survive?
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
HC = Holy Communion; MP = Morning Prayer; EP = Evening Prayer

2009
3rd
9th
10th
15th
17th
18th
24th
22nd
31st

MAY
Sun
Sat
Sun
Fri
Sun
Mon
Sun
Fri
Sun

2009

Easter 4, 11:00am, Holy Communion
Lark Harbour ACW Flea Market, 10:00 am.
Easter 5, 11:00am, Mothers’ Day, Baptism & HC
School Holiday
Easter 6, 7:00 pm, Prayer & Praise
Victoria Day - School Holiday
Easter 7, 7:00pm, Holy Communion
St James High School Graduation
Pentecost, 7:00pm, Holy Communion

2009

JUNE

th

7
14th
21st

Sun
Sun
Sun

28th

Sun

2009

Trinity, 11:00am, Holy Communion
Pentecost 2, 11:00am, Service led by Youth
Fathers’ Day
Pentecost 3, 7:00pm, Memorial Hymn Sing
Pentecost 4, 7:00pm, Holy Communion

2009

JULY

2009

5th Sun Pentecost 5, 11:00am, Holy Communion
12th Sun Pentecost 6, 11:00am, Morning Prayer
19th Sun Pentecost 7, 7:00pm, Evening Prayer
24th Fri - 26th Sun Trails Committee Festival Weekend
26th Sun Pentecost 8, 7:00pm, St James the Apostle
Baptism and Holy Communion
2009
nd

2
9th
16th
23rd
30th

AUGUST
Sun
Sun
Sun
Sun
Sun

Sept 6th
Sept 7th
Sept 27th
Oct 12th
Nov 11th

2009

ADVANCE DATES
Sun
Mon
Sun
Mon
Wed

2009

Pentecost 14, 11:00am, Morning Prayer
Labour Day
Friendship Sunday
Thanksgiving Holiday
Remembrance Day
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The BLOW·ME·DOWNER is distributed free of charge to each
Canada Post mailbox in Lark Harbour and York Harbour
before or on the first Friday of each month.
Next BLOW·ME·DOWNER: Issue 38 . . .Friday 5th June 2009
Copy Deadline . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Friday 29th May 2009
For $1.00 we will mail a single copy anywhere in Canada.
You may now choose to receive your BLOW·ME·DOWNER
free by email. Send an email (with the word “SUBSCRIBE”
in the subject line) to the email address below, and each
issue, in PDF format, will then be sent, free of charge
to you or your friends anywhere in the world.
blowmedowner@gmail.com

Automobile - SERVICE & REPAIRS - Gas & Diesel

CURLING ONE STOP
Owners: Kevin & Betty Wayson
Phone 785-2619
366 Curling St, Corner Brook

MESSAGE FROM OUR RECTOR
—

Rev Nellie Thomas

—

ANGLICAN PARISH OF THE BAY OF ISLANDS

MOTHER’S DAY
In Proverbs 31:17, 18, 27, we read:
She girds herself with strength, and makes her arms strong.
She perceives that her merchandise is profitable. Her lamp
does not go out at night. She looks well to the ways of her
household, and does not eat the bread of idleness.
The month of May provides us with a wonderful day to give thanks
for our mothers. Mother’s Day is celebrated to honour all mothers
and to express thanks for all they do for us. Many countries including
Canada, Australia, US and India celebrate Mother’s Day on the
second Sunday of May, which this year is May 10th. Mother’s Day
originated due to the efforts made by Ms Julia Ward Howe and Ms
Anna Jarvis. The Resolution for having a dedicated Mother’s Day
was signed by US President Woodrow Wilson on May 8, 1914. Since
then people around the world have been celebrating Mother’s Day.
We have our biological Mothers who gave us life and we also have
those people who Jesus brought into our lives who have been like
mothers to us. They are special people that have brought us joy and
love.

Pentecost 9, 2:00 pm, Cemetery Memorial Service
Pentecost 10, 11:00am, Holy Communion
Pentecost 11, 7:00pm, Evening Prayer
Pentecost 12, 7:00pm, Holy Communion
Pentecost 13, 7:00pm, Healing Service & HC

2009

Friday 1st May 2009

There are many things that we can do to honour our Mothers
whether they are with us or with Jesus in Heaven. If our Mothers are
living we can give them a special gift to let them know how much we
love them. We can cook a special meal or take them out to a
restaurant.
If our Mothers have passed on we can give a donation to the
church or other charity in their memory. We can visit their gravesite
and bring flowers.
Our Mother’s love is a great gift to us and we should also tell our
mothers that we love them everyday.
Your Mother Is Always With You...
Your Mother is always with you...
She's the whisper of the leaves
as you walk down the street.
She's the smell of bleach
in your freshly laundered socks.
She's the cool hand on your brow
when you're not well.
Your Mother lives inside your laughter.
She's crystallized in every tear drop.
She's the place you came from,
your first home...
She's the map you follow
with every step that you take.
She's your first love
and your first heart break...
and nothing on earth can separate you.
Not time, Not space...
Not even death...
will ever separate you
from your Mother...
You carry her inside of you...
Author Unknown
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LIBRARY NOTES
by
Susan Harvey
(as it surely will?), there are
still times when it is pleasant to sit and read a good book. Most
of the following are in the present rotating collection, which will
remain here until late June or early July:

E

VEN WHEN THE WEATHER IMPROVES

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

No Graves As Yet
Murder in the Museum
Black Widow
High Profile
Unlucky in Law
Silent Partner
Reparations

Anne Perry
Simon Brett
Randy Wayne White
Robert B. Parker
Perri O’Shaughnessy
Stephen Frey
Stephen Kimber

No Graves As Yet is not much like Ms Perry’s other book about
World War I, At Some Disputed Barricade, reviewed in June last
year. That book gave an unforgettable picture of the horrors of war
as experienced on the front lines; Passchendaele in fact. This one is
much more subtle, concentrating on the effects of war, or the
manoeuvers leading to war, on the normal lifestyle of civilians —
even before battle actually begins. In this case the normal lifestyle is
not one we are familiar with. Most of the action takes place at
Cambridge University in England, just before the start of the war in
1914. Cambridge is one of the two most elite universities in England,
with students who are either very good or whose parents can afford
to send them there. They live on a beautiful campus and spend their
lives talking poetry and philosophy; somewhat divorced from the
realities of life and earning a living. Even in this world, the fear of
war and its evils affects professors and students. A high level
conspiracy, involving betrayal and murder, accidentally interrupts the
smooth flow of life on the campus. Several of the murders seem
particularly cruel and pointless, and havoc is created in the quiet
intellectual life of the campus. The book is a little slow, but the
reader does want to find out what happens.
Murder in the Museum, especially in the beginning, reminded me
a lot of Agatha Christie. Set in an English village, the story
introduces us, entertainingly, to the first set of characters. The venue
is a meeting of the trustees of a heritage property set up to honour the
memory of a minor local poet, much admired in his hometown.
Several strong personalities affect the flow of the meeting. It
becomes evident that there are several determined agendas in place,
which finally gets a couple of the characters killed. Perhaps not too
perplexing a mystery for the reader; but it keeps Carole and Jude busy
trying to figure it out, with the help of a dying expert on literary
research and an escaped prisoner. Most of Mr. Brett’s books feature
sometime actor Charles Paris or the multi-talented Mrs. Pargeter; but
there are a few more with Carole and Jude. Good light reading.
In Black Widow, the action begins on Sanibel Island, Florida. I
remember it as a quiet place reached by ferry with a few rather basic
cabins for rent, where my family spent a couple summers when I was
a child. Of course it’s different now, with a land connection and a lot
of expensive condominiums. In any case, the story only begins there,
with Doc Ford messing around in his marine biology lab and starting
to regret leaving his active undercover life working for various
government intelligence agencies. Some of his training and
experience does come in useful when his god-daughter and friends get
themselves into serious trouble on a Caribbean holiday, and he tries
to help them out. He winds up travelling to a (fictional) island in the
Caribbean where he encounters vicious thugs, bloodthirsty dogs, and
a voodoo witch, all within a luxury resort built over a medieval (?)
monastery. Apparently the resort includes in its offerings lots of
drugged sex, followed by blackmail, with photographs. Some very
unpleasant characters, especially the voodoo woman behind the whole
operation. It could put a person right off the whole idea of a nice
holiday on a tropical island.
High Profile is another mystery featuring Jesse Stone, police chief
in Paradise Massachusetts. A high profile TV anchor is killed there
in confusing circumstances. In spite of efforts to mislead them as to
the details of the death, Chief Stone and his team manage to untangle
some complicated relationships between the victim and his various
associates; at least a partial success is achieved. Like the Spenser
books by Mr Parker, relationships are dealt with rather superficially.
Perhaps the clever and amusing dialogue between the characters is
one of the main attractions of these books. Easy and enjoyable
reading.
Unlucky in Law is another legal mystery set in California; this one
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is fairly exciting reading. Nina, our lawyer character, has a difficult
case dumped on her with no time to prepare. She must work hard to
find a defence for her client, a job made more difficult by an elderly
partner who has been a great lawyer who does not realise he is losing
it. The plot complications reach back to the Tsar of Russia, dead
since 1918, and include digging up graves, murder, and very confused
family relationships. Nina and her detective friend Paul must talk to
a lot of people, read up on history, and get expert testimony to finally
work out who the real murderer was. Confusing, but a good read.
Silent Partner is another of Mr Frey’s books about high jinks in
the financial world. Initially these were believable and seemed to give
us a glimpse of the way some of the big financial events come about,
and how some people win or lose in the process. Succeeding books
seem to have become increasingly convoluted, however. We just have
to hope they don’t really represent the way our economy is managed.
One of the main characters in the book is Angela Day, who is an
officer in a southern bank. She has come from a very poor
background; she is not black, but has been badly affected by the
racism once so rampant in the south. (In my opinion, the racist
attitudes of some of the characters in this book could have been
perfectly acceptable in parts of the South fifty or more years ago; but
would not be openly expressed now.) The other main character is
Jake Lawrence, a fantastically rich man whose contacts with Angela
keep her guessing as to whether his attention may be personal or may
be directed toward some further unknown purpose. At his instigation
she pursues a paper trail and discovers some astonishing financial
manipulations involving several very rich men who feel real hatred for
other classes and races — and each other. They are quite ruthless and
have expensive lawyers and hired gunmen to make sure they get their
way. The action is quite exciting, but, as with so many “action”
books, read and enjoy, but don’t believe.
Reparations gives us racism again in another unexpected place:
Nova Scotia. Mr Kimber has worked as a journalist and broadcaster
in that province for many years, and has written several awardwinning non-fiction books; he should have a good knowledge of
background. The main event in the story really happened. There was
a black community on the outskirts of Halifax called Africville, settled
originally by escaped slaves from the US and quite unique in Canada.
In the 1970s, however, the city of Halifax forced the black residents
to leave their community and razed it to the ground. Afterwards the
site was used for one end of a new bridge across the harbour.
According to Mr Kimber, the re-location did not work out well for
many of the former Africville residents; certainly the community was
never re-created in the new location. And they never felt they had
been appropriately compensated for what they had lost.
The story itself is fictional, but deals with an effort to gain
reparations for what the black victims suffered. Two boyhood friends,
one black and one white, spent much of their childhoods together in
the community of Africville. After its dissolution they grew apart and
now find themselves as adults on opposite sides politically. There is
a good deal of political dirty dealing, and you really have to wonder
how much of it could have any historical credibility. Even the
fisheries question comes up. The white boy was a fisherman’s son,
and had originally lived in a Nova Scotian community which sounds
a lot like a Newfoundland outport. As fisheries minister he is
expected to repay favours to a local fish plant owner which completely
ignores the interests of the local fishermen. But the main conflict
takes place in court, where one of the two former friends is a judge,
while the other is a lawyer defending a young man who has stolen
money from the city of Halifax in an attempt to make up for the
wrongs suffered by the former Africville community. Lots of secrets
come out. And a racism as bad as in the Old South is suggested. An
interesting and rather shocking story, set close to home. I do think it
is worth reading because it highlights a Canadian story most of us
were not really aware of. Be
prepared, though, for the
action skipping back and
forth from the 1970s to 20032005. Each chapter heading
gives the year in which its
action takes place; and they
pretty much alternate between
these eras. Can be confusing,
but worth the trouble.
This book is not actually
in the rotating collection, but
is part of our permanent
collection.
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She Dreamed A Dream

Update from the

OUTER BAY OF ISLANDS
ENHANCEMENT COMMITTEE
will be
used on signage and trail markings
at Copper Mine, Bottle Cove and Cedar
Cove. The logo was developed with the
help of staff at the Western office of he
International Appalachian Trail NL.
These trail blazes have been printed and
are ready for installation.
We presently have five workers
cutting the Bottle Cove Trail and hope to
have further funding in place to allow us
to complete all three trails by the end of
the summer. We encourage residents to
take a walk along the Bottle Cove Trail
and see the work in progress.
Our bingo fundraiser which was help
April 18th was a tremendous success.
The Committee thanks all those who
donated prizes and helped out in any
way. A special thank you to local
residents for their support by attending
the bingo. We raised approximately
$1,300. We are currently selling tickets
on two baskets — one for Mother’s Day
and one for Father’s Day. The Father’s
Day basket is on display at Sheppard’s
Clover Farm in Lark Harbour and the
Mother’s Day basket at Byrne’s Store in
York Harbour. We will be switching the baskets from time to time.
A huge thank you to the owners of these businesses for allowing us to
place baskets in their stores.
— JOHN PARSONS

T

HE ATTACHED TRAIL BLAZE

NLY A FEW TIMES IN LIFE is one privileged to witness a truly heart-

O

warming event in which someone achieves a level of success that
he or she never really expected. Abut on Saturday 11th April 2009 it
happened to 47-year -old Susan Boyle. Born in the small town of
Blackburn, West Midlothian, Scotland, a little further from Glasgow
than Lark Harbour is from Corner Brook, she has been singing since
she was twelve years old, but had never really “made it”.
Then along came the British TV talent show, “Britain’s Got
Talent’, and immediately Susan was catapulted into the spotlights as
people all around the world were enthralled by her performance as she
sang the song, I dreamed a dream before an audience that was visibly
and audibly sceptical when first she walked on to the stage.
The audience hushed as her accompanying music began and when
she opened her mouth the sounds that came forth were worthy of any
singer you could name. On the third note the audience burst in to
applause, and by the time she finished her song everyone was
enthralled by her performance.
The judges made comments like, “stunning, an incredible
performance”, the biggest wake-up call ever’ and “the biggest ‘yes’
I have ever given anybody”. If you missed the news clips on TV, you
can see and hear Susan on your computer on any number of websites
and blogs. I was amazed at the quality of her singing. Since that
performance Susan has appeared on numerous talk shows around the
world. It seems like she has now “arrived”.
But why so much surprise and enthusiasm? Every day in every
part of the world there are singers and songwriters, often very
mediocre, being discovered from the unknown. Is it her age, at 47 a
bit old to be entering the world of pop music when most singers of her
age are comfortably ensconced in a steady and profitable career as a
radio or TV host or a promoter of some kind? Is it that each of us
thinks that if we had been in the right place at the right time, we might
have achieved some similar success in whatever endeavour that
appealed to us? Or is it that we rejoice to see a plain ordinary person
overcoming the constraints forced on us by commercialism,
professional packaging, and the inevitable hype that is all around us?
I think perhaps that last suggestion may be the likeliest answer for
most of us. It is a very refreshing change to see someone lie Susan,
who has been ignored most of her life, finally being able to enjoy
what usually only “the beautiful people” can experience. It’s not for
most of us, although it seems as if it is now coming to be for Susan
Boyle. And if that is what she wants, then let us wish her every
success in her new endeavour.

ALL FEET ON “TERRA FIRMA”
were enjoying a last meal on a big juicy
cabbage in preparation for crawling away to pupate for a week or
so before emerging as butterflies, when a large white butterfly flew
overhead, so close that they could feel the draught from its wings.
Both caterpillars looked up in amazement.
“Isn’t that amazing?” exclaimed one, as the butterfly disappeared.
“Sure is,” agreed the other fearfully. “But they’ll never get me up
in one o’ them things!”

T

WO BIG CATERPILLARS

SHEPPARD’S CLOVER FARM STORE
! ! ! CHECK OUR PRICES ! ! !
Gasoline Groceries Hardware Lotto Beer Liquor
Propane Exchange Program - Sears Catalogue Agent

DISTRIBUTOR OF PRODUCTS

from

MERCER’S MARINE

BYRNE’S STORE
Main Street, York Harbour - Phone 681-2040
FULL SERVICE GASOLINE
Groceries, Confectionery & Beer, Hardware, Loto
A GREAT SELECTION OF LOCAL SOUVENIRS

WHAT ABOUT OMAR KHADR ?
HY IS THE HARPER

GOVERNMENT refusing to repatriate Omar
Khadr? It is almost seven years ago that Khadr, age fifteen and
a Canadian citizen, was captured in Afghanistan by US forces after a
battle in which lives were lost on both sides. Since then he has been
held in the Guantanamo Bay jail for terrorists. He has been subjected
to waterboarding torture and sleep deprivation. He is now the only
citizen of a western nation still being held captive. Citizens of all
other western nations held at Guantanamo have been repatriated.
Only Canada has consistently refused to do likewise.
Last week a senior Canadian judge ordered the Government of
Canada to have Khadr brought back to Canada where he could be
charged under appropriate Canadian law as a juvenile, a child soldier,
which he was at the time of the alleged offence. Stephen Harper says
his government will appeal the judge’s order.
Is this the way we want Canadian citizens to be treated when being
held by foreign governments on charges? Do we want foreign
authorities to get the idea that they can do what they like with
Canadians? Is the Harper government afraid of angering the US
authorities? Do we want our country’s traditional reputation for
humane values to be lost because we have a government that so often
just doesn’t seem to care?

W
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TOWN OF

TOWN OF

LARK HARBOUR

LARK HARBOUR

ANNUAL SPRING CLEANUP
THURSDAY 7th MAY 2009 - ONE DAY ONLY
Please read carefully the Regulations regarding
what items will and will not be accepted.
THESE ITEMS WILL BE COLLECTED:
HOUSEHOLD APPLIANCES - including large items such as hot
water tanks, refrigerators, stoves. (NOTE: Refrigerators, freezers,
air conditioners, etc, must bear an official label stating that the
freon has been removed. Such items not so labelled will not be
accepted. Contact your Town Office for further information.)
HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE - sofas, chairs, beds, mattresses, etc.
AUTOMOTIVE ITEMS - wheel rims and small parts.
GARDEN WASTE - branches and grass cuttings.
Appliances and/or metals must be separated from other items to
allow for separate pickup as required at the Dump Site.
Environmental guidelines require that prior to disposal all fuel
storage tanks must be empty, vented and purged, using steam or
some other acceptable means.
THESE ITEMS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED :
automotive parts exceeding 35 kg (77 lbs) aggregate weight
automotive tires and batteries,
propane tanks & paint cans
construction waste - wall board, shingles, lumber, windows,
doors, concrete, etc.

NO DUMPING BYLAW
Lark Harbour Town Council wishes to remind everyone that there
are severe penalties for persons found guilty of improper disposal
of garbage. The full text of the Town Regulations made under
SECTION 414(2)(iii)(iv) of the Municipalities Act was published in
the April 2009 issue of The BLOW•ME•DOWNER, and a copy may
also be reviewed at the Town Office during business hours.
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Report of Regular Monthly Meeting of 22nd April 2009
Present: Councillors John Parsons, Sheila Jones, Jamie Park, and
Carol Rice.
Absent: Mayor Paul Keetch, Clerk Louise Darrigan.
! Accounts payable at meeting of 17th March corrected from
originally approved amount of $13,524.09 to reduced amount of
$12,549.45.
! Water Project update - Suggestion made to investigate whether
inclusion of sewer construction along with water system might be
feasible. To be checked with engineer and Department of
Municipal Affairs.
! New Photocopier - deferred to next meeting.
! Pole Relocation request (from last meeting) - Council cannot
absorb cost.
! Financial - Accounts payable of $51,965.35 approved.
! Spring Road Maintenance - estimate of $15,000 felt to be a bit
excessive; exceeds budget. Itemised account to be sought.
! Write-offs deferred until next meeting due to the school canteen
account needing to be prorated as only part would be written off.
! Building permits approved as submitted.
! Cleanup. Date set for 7 May. Clerk to note specific points to be
emphasised in BLOW•ME•DOWNER. Also NO DUMPING bylaw
and increasing numbers of car wrecks to be emphasised. Letters
to be sent to owners of those locations advising them to remove or
cover wrecks.
! Fire Dept - insurance policy to be discussed at next meeting with
FD and York Harbour.
! Student Employment Program - Decision made to make
application.

The penalty on conviction of such an offence may be a fine not
exceeding $10,000 and payment of cleanup costs incurred.

! Dumping of garbage over “Camp Hill. Garbage found to be tiles.
Individual responsible claimed the tiles were made of clay and
would therefore return to that state. Council considered this
unacceptable and directed Clerk to send a letter advising the
individual to clean it up before 7th May.

Council has also observed a growing number of abandoned vehicles
around the community and would like to see these cleaned up before
involvement of Government Services Environment Department.

! Cleanup of storage building - unused material to be donated to
OBIEC. That group also congratulated on the fine job being done
on the trails.

FOOD BANK NOTES
by
Susan Harvey
WEATHER AND MEMORIES IMPROVING
We’re definitely doing better. I took in four milk crates worth of
food collected in only three weeks. Special thanks to Reverend Nellie
for featuring suggested food items in her bulletins and thanks for
caring about our friends in need. Jesus should be pleased with us.
Food Bank Co-ordinator Joy Conners felt last month’s item might
be a little misleading. The list given was the minimum distribution
for a SINGLE person; of course more would be given to a couple,
especially with children. I was also asked to emphasise that these
distributions are intended for EMERGENCIES; they are not
automatically distributed every eight weeks. Clients do have to
answer a few questions when they apply.
Another reminder: our biggest food drive, CHRISTMAS IN
JUNE, is coming up. It usually takes place the second Monday in
June, starting at 6.30. Donors are asked to place contributions on
their bridge or anywhere they can be seen by collectors on the road;
with luck, bright sticky labels will be distributed with the June BlowMe-Downer along with definite information. Hopefully there will be
lots of sorting and counting for Bernice, our helpers and me to do.
Please don’t forget the collection in church each week. Check
your church bulletins for suggested items; or give whatever you can
spare that you think might help out someone down on their luck. Be
one of those who do “what Jesus would do.” Thank you so much!

! Letter received seeking support for the Gander Search & Rescue
site in reflation to 24/7 manning and other matters. Discussion
followed on possibility of establishing a site in Lark Harbour
alongside the present S&R site. Clerk to prepare letter to Federal
Minister of Defence Peter McKay to seek his input on this
question.
! Request for replacement of culvert near a fishing shed at Bottle
Cove: Councillor Parsons offered to accompany the interested
person to clarify location, land ownership, nature of problem, etc.
! Daffodil Place donation request - If Student Employment Project
is approved it might be possible for the students to organise a day
to raise funds to donate.
! A donation of $50 will be made to St James School for an
upcoming trip for cultural experiences.
Meeting adjourned at 9:50 pm.

Card of Thanks
Michelle and Rick Sheppard and Family
wish to thank all those who sent cards,
or words of sympathy and who helped in
any other way during their recent time
of bereavement.
Your kindness and thoughtfulness were
a great comfort to all of us.
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A LITTLE BIT OF HISTORY

FAILURE OF THE COD AND HERRING
FISHERIES 1879 - 1880
The cod and herring fisheries during 1879 and 1880 were
unsuccessful, and many families were in danger of starvation unless
they received assistance. There was no government assistance
readily available in those days, so the men addressed the only source
of help that they knew: their Church. In early December 1889 a
letter was addressed to Rev J J Curling, Anglican Priest of the Bay
of Islands Mission, by the heads of thirty-two families faced with
starvation in the dead of winter. In this month’s issue we learn of the
response to the appeal for help.
The Magistrate, Commander William Howorth, R.N., J.P., set up a
committee to receive pledges and donations from the better-off
members of the community, but apparently this was not successful.
He then sent the following letter to the Colonial Secretary in St
John’s, on 16 January 1880.

Magistrate Howorth’s Letter
to the Government of Newfoundland
Sir, in my letter of December 5th, I informed you that in the absence
of herring and in consequence of the bad summer fishery there was a
strong probability of there being great distress in this bay. I regret to
have now to report that my worst fears have been realized. The ice
made in this part of the bay on December 26th, but as yet there have
been no herring caught and apprehensions exist that there is not
sufficient provisions in the bay to meet the requirements of the
people.
As I received no answer to my letter on the 31 instant, I called a
public meeting to ascertain the actual state of things and to see what
could be done towards relieving the terrible distress that prevailed.
I ascertained at this meeting that there were at the tune at least 40
families absolutely destitute.
The following resolution was proposed by the Rev. J. J. Curling
and seconded by the Rev. D. Creelman, and carried unanimously.
“That in the present urgent need for the relief of about 40 families
who are absolutely destitute, subscriptions be solicited from the
residents of the bay to provide provisions to pay for work, which shall
be remunerative as far as possible on the strict understanding that the
government be urgently requested to [refund] that which has [been]
expended and that subscriptions be returned in proportion to such
government repayment.
“The following to be a committee to collect subscriptions: Mr.
Tapper, Rev. D. Creelman, Captain Weir, Mr. Bagg, Captain Evitt,
Mr. Buck, Mr. T. Carter.”
As yet this appeal has been unproductive. I have instituted relief
works under regulations, a copy of which I append, which I hope may
prove self supporting. The greater number of those relieved are
employed carving pine plank.
There are at present 49 families numbering 285 persons dependent
entirely upon these works.
I have the honour to be your obedient servant.
William Howorth.
Regulations for Relief, Bay of Islands, 1880
The principle upon which relief work will be given is as follows:
1. None but those in actual want (i.e. those that have not now three
day provisions) will be entitled to it, and
2. Nothing will be given until it is earned except in very urgent
cases, and then not more than 2 days provisions for a family
residing within 5 miles of Petries store and 5 days for those
beyond that distance.
3. In all cases where this advance is made no further advance is to be
made to the same people.
4. All work will be paid for in provisions and no money will, under
any circumstances whatever, be given.
5. The relief given will be paid for by work at fixed rates,
6. The magistrate will fix the nature of the work to be done and will
give the order for each person to be taken on.
7. In no case will more than one person in a family be allowed to
work at one time.
8. No one will be allowed to earn more than one barrel of flour in
two months for a family numbering less than six, or six weeks for
a family over 6 persons.
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9. Mr. Barron will keep all accounts and distribute the provisions,
and order them from the merchants.
10 Captain McGuish will superintend and measure all wood done and
his certificates will be necessary before any provisions are given
out.
11 When any person has earned the quantity of provisions allowed
above his paper is to be cancelled and endorsed with the date
upon which he will be entitled to come and work again.
12 In the event of herring coming in the bay in fair quantity all relief
work will be stopped at once.
13 The quantity of provisions allowed to be advanced to be
calculated at one pound of flour per day for each member of the
family over 8 years old, ½ pound under that age.
14 While the men are working rations may be issued to them daily as
follows for which they will be charged viz. Pork - ½ pound, hard
bread - 1¼ pound, tea - ¼ oz. and molasses - 1c pint.
15 When more than 6 men are working together, a cook may be
employed who will receive rations for this service. The cook to be
taken from the families of the men employed and this will be the
only exception allowed to rule 7.
16 No meat will be supplied except as rations.
17 To every barrel of flour earned, the following may be also covered
at the option of the labourer, in molasses 3 gallons, tea 2 pounds.
18 Captain McGuish to receive a dollar a day while the work is going
on and Mr. Barron 3 percent on the amount expended.
19 Any person on day work not working may be discharged by the
overseer.
20 The working day consists of 10 hours.
21 Any person on task work not working so as properly to support his
family after being twice cautioned, to be discharged.
22 The work to be done will be as follows: The value named against
each item will be credited to those executing it.
Pine Deck plank 6" x 3" x 30"
$2.00 per M.
Pine Plank ½ inches
$2.00 M.
Cord wood
75 cents
Staves for barrels
$4.00 M.
Staves for heads for Oil Casks
$8.50 M.
Heads for herring barrels
$8.50 M.
Hoops for barrels 20 cents per bundle of 25 hoops
Hardwood plank 2 inches and 1¼ inches
$14.00 M.
Spruce spars 35 feet long, 6 inches at small end 25¢ each
Cars
40 cents per pair
Small knees for bateaux - spruce 5 inches & 2 feet each way
25 cents each
Juniper square for stanchions
I have drawn up these rules with great care to avoid loss in the
hope of instilling habits of thrift and industry but I need hardly say
that, on the one hand, I could not see people starving without
endeavouring to help, nor on the other hand, am I able to leave the
expense that so large an operation may possibly entail upon me.
I am fully aware of the reluctance the government must properly
entertain to able-bodied relief but this cannot always be avoided, and
in the present instance the worst features of such relief are avoided
by requiring more than ordinarily hard work to be done and by
restricting the amount of provisions that even such work may cover.
I therefore hope that the government will approve of the course
I have taken and will authorize the necessary outlay for the carrying
it into effect, especially when it is considered that my refusing to
assist would inevitably have produced riot with theft and possible
blood-shed, and the punishment of the offenders, and the
maintenance of their helpless families while they were under
punishment, would have entailed for heavier expense upon the
colony, than their relief works will probably occasion.
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