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                    COMMUNITY CALENDAR                   

2019                                     APRIL           2019 

   1st Mon All Fools’ Day
   3rd Wed Midweek Lenten Service - 7:00pm St James
   7th Sun 11am - St Ambrose; 7:00pm St James
10th Wed Midweek Lenten Service - 7:00pm St James
11th Thur LH Council By-Election,   Town Hall,   8am-8pm
14th Palm Sunday - 11:00am, St James; 7:00pm St Ambrose
18th Maundy Thursday - 7:00pm St James
19th M Good Friday -  11:00am St Ambrose;   3:00pm St James   
21st Easter Sunday  - 8:30am  St James;  7:00pm St Ambrose
22nd Mon Earth Day
28th Sun 11:00am  St Ambrose; 7:00pm St James
Please note - Church Service times may be subject to change

2019                                       M AY                                     2019

  1st Wed
  5th Sun
12th Sun Mothers’ Day
18th M Sat
19th Sun
20th Mon Victoria Day
26th Sun

2019                                      JUNE                                      2019

2nd Sun
9th Sun
16th Sun Fathers’ Day
17th Mon M  Full Moon
21st Fri Summer Solstice
24th Mon St-Jean-Baptiste Day - Québec

2019                           ADVANCE DATES                         2 019

JULY   1st Mon CANADA DAY 
16th Tues M  Full Moon

AUGUST 15th Thur  M Full Moon      Civic Holiday

SEPTEMBER   2nd Mon LABOUR DAY
14th Sat M  Full Moon
23rd Mon Autumn Equinox

OCTOBER   8th Tues NL Provincial Election (tentative)
13th Sun M  Full Moon
14th Mon THANKSGIVING DAY
21st Mon FEDERAL ELECTION DAY

NOVEMBER   3rd Sun Return to Standard Time
11th Mon Remembrance Day
12th Tues M  Full Moon
24th Sun Reign of Christ, Last before Advent
28th Thur American Thanksgiving

DECEMBER   1st Sun Advent 1
  8th Sun Advent 2
12th Thur M  Full Moon
15th Sun Advent 3
22nd Sun Advent 4;  Winter Solstice
25th Wed CHRISTMAS DAY

BUSINESS & ORGANISATION DIRECTORY

! Byrne’s Store, Main Street. York Harbour 

groceries, hardware, gas & diesel, souvenirs 709 681-2040

wandastrickland@outlook.com

! Captain Cook B&B & Cottages, York Harbour 

Email:  info@captaincookbb.ca 681-2906; 1-877-681-2906

! Captain Cook’s Galley, 135 Little Port Rd, Lark Harbour

Restaurant - Seasonal - Call for information         709 681-2777

! Creative Photography by Linda, 131 Main St, Lark Hr

Email: creativephotographybylinda9@gmail.com

131 Main St, Lark Harbour                          709 681-2255

! Curling ONE Stop Service Station, Corner Brook 

366 Curling Street, automotive repairs, servic i n  g    709 785-2619

! Myrtle’s on the Bay, Main Street, Lark Harbour 

entertainment, food, licenced                 709 681-2103

! Eddie Joyce, MHA, Bay of Islands, Corner Brook 

House of Assembly, St John’s. NL 709 634-7883

! Gudie Hutchings, MP, Long Range Mountains, NL

Member of Parliament, Canada.   709 637-4540

gudie.hutchings@parl.gc.ca

! Marlaine’s Tidewatcher Café, 59 Main Street, Lark Hr

            Closed - FOR SALE BY OWNER      709 681-2140

! Sheppard’s Clover Farm Store, Lark Harbour  

groceries, hardware, gas, marine supplies       709 681-2160

! The Roost, Gift Shop and Gallery, York Harbour

sea glass, paintings, handmade glass beads    709 681-2341

IMPORTANT : PLEASE NOTE

Due to receiving large numbers of undesirable telephone calls and to
reduce costs to myself, I have recently changed my telephone number. 
You will note that no telephone number is listed in the
BLOW•ME•DOWNER masthead on Page 1.

If for any reason you wish to contact me personally by telephone,
please email me first at blowmedowner@gmail.com with ‘BMD’ in the
subject line, and a brief message.  I will then reply privately to your
email and will provide you with my new phone number if requested.

I trust this change will not inconvenience anyone. — SLH
THANK YOU

mailto:wandastrickland@outlook.com
http://www.captaincookbb.ca/
mailto:info@captaincookbb.ca
file:///|//https///www.google.ca/maps/uv?hl=en&pb=!1s0x4b7b90c23b788583%3A0x99d667416d26e6e6!2m22!2m2!1i80!2i80!3m1!2i20!16m16!1b1!2m2!1m1!1e1!2m2!1m1!1e3!2m2!1m1!1e5!2m2!1m1!1e4!2m2!1m1!1e6!3m1!7e115!4s%2Fmaps%2Fplace%2FCaptain%2BCook%27s%2BGalley%2C%2BRestaurant%2C%2B
http://www.creativephotography-bylinda.com/
mailto:creativephotographybylinda@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/DropInLounge/
http://www.assembly.nl.ca/members/cms/EddieJoyce.htm
http://ghutchings.liberal.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/tidewatchercafe/
http://bobsnewfoundland.com/the-roost.html
mailto:bloemedowner@gmail.com.
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Obituary

AUSTIN ERNEST SNOOKS
1945 September 06  -  2019 March 19

Lark Harbour, NL

It is with great sorrow that the family of the late Austin Ernest Snooks
announce his passing at the Health Sciences Centre, St. John’s, on
Tuesday, Mar. 19, 2019, at the age of 73 years. 

He leaves to mourn with fond and loving memories, his wife Jean
Elizabeth Snooks of 52 years; his son Larry Nelson Snooks; his
daughter Laura Susan Sheppard (Terry); one precious grandson
Matthew Sheppard; his siblings: Myrtle Byrne (Gerry Pike), Shirley
(Pat) Hynes, Ray (Sharon) Snooks, Irene (Don) Shapcott, Ruben
(Jackie) Snooks, Ruby Sheppard (Paul Fitzgerald), Ricky (Cindy)
Snooks, and Susan (Boyd) Rowsell; and a large circle of nieces,
nephews, other relatives and friends.  Austin was predeceased by his
parents Thomas and Susan Snooks; his three brothers: Guy, Hayward,
and Calvin Snooks; and his sister Rowena. 

Visitation for family and friends took place at Country Haven
Funeral Home, 167 Country Road on Friday, March 22, 2019 and
Saturday, March 23, 2019, from the hours of 2-4 and 7-9 pm from
where the funeral service took place on Sunday, March 24, 2019 at
2:00 pm with Rev Effie Organ officiating. Cremation followed. 
Interment will take place at a later date. 

As expressions of sympathy, flowers were graciously accepted
and/or memorial donations could be made to the Canadian Red Cross,
the Canadian Heart & Stroke Foundation, or to a charity of one’s
choice. The family guest book may be signed by visiting
www.country-haven.ca.

Forever In Our Hearts

We offer our sincerest condolences to Mr Snooks’s family
 and friends on this sad occasion of his passing

A LITTLE-KNOWN BUT INTERESTING ITEM

Have you ever wondered about the relative benefits of white
or brown eggs?  If so, read this interesting item “THE REAL
REASON BROWN EGGS ARE MORE EXPENSIVE
THAN WHITE EGGS”.     The price difference is usually
about 35 cents a dozen in grocery stores where available.

 Candidate’s Statement for Lark Harbour Town By-Election
 April 11, 2019

By Candidate Roy Evans

The democratic right to vote is one of the most precious gifts of
freedom that we have! Our fathers and grandfathers gave their lives to
protect it. Unfortunately, it is a tool of self expression that is often
neglected.

        On April 11, 2019 the people of Lark Harbour will have the
opportunity to use that right to fill a vacant seat on the Town Council.
During our last by-election The seat was filled by the votes of a very
small percentage of the total population. On April 1, I would like to
encourage every eligible voter in Lark Harbour to exercise their
democratic right to vote. It is everyone’s way of actively participating
in the decision making of the town. Failure to use your vote brings to
mind the old adage “ if you don’t use it, you could lose it!”

        There are two candidates of which I am one. I would like to be the
successful candidate.  However, I think it is more important that the
successful candidate win with a good percentage of the popular vote.
That means a large number of the voting residents of Lark Harbour
need to exercise that democratic right. 

        I urge everyone to get out between 8:00 am and 8:00 pm on
April 11 to vote for the candidate of their choice.

Roy Evans
16 Main Street
Lark Harbour, A0L 1H0
Phone 1-709-681-2341

President: Rughooking Guild of Newfoundland and Labrador
Owner/Secretary/Treasurer - The Roost at York Harbour Inc.

Editor’s Note
Mr Evans has operated his business The Roost in York Harbour for a
number of years, and is a resident of Lark Harbour.  His business
location across the road from York Harbour Town Hall presents an
attractive eye-catching sight to everyone entering our two towns.  We
are pleased that he chose to locate in the Outer Bay of Islands and has
important interests in both towns.  We need more such enterprises
especially of this nature in our communities, since they add much to
our potential as places to attract the attention of our increasing number
of visitors where they can see and purchase unique souvenirs and
works of art created here, enabling them to take home worthwhile
memories of this most scenic region of our Province.
                                   Thank you, Mr Evans.

There is another Candidate for this By-Election who has also been
invited to submit information, but none has yet been received. 

The BLOW-ME-DOWNER is intended as a community service and has
been published since October 2005.

We welcome input about local organisations
from any of our residents.

There is no charge.

See note at bottom right of Page 2

http://www.country-haven.ca.
https://www.huffingtonpost.ca/entry/brown-white-eggs-difference_n_5a8af33be4b00bc49f46fc45
https://www.huffingtonpost.ca/entry/brown-white-eggs-difference_n_5a8af33be4b00bc49f46fc45
https://www.huffingtonpost.ca/entry/brown-white-eggs-difference_n_5a8af33be4b00bc49f46fc45
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CANADA’S SNC-LAVALIN ISSUE
This has the potential to divide Canada

After several weeks of shadow boxing, it has been revealed by the
former Justice Minister Jody Wilson-Raybould that there was a high
pressure effort behind the scenes by senior Liberal government
members for the Justice Department to ‘go easy’ on  SNC-Lavalin in
the charges of financial misdeeds over the last decade or so in order
to protect the large number of Canadian (and particularly Québec)
jobs within the Company.

PM Trudeau has been implicated, and the combined Parliamentary
opposition, Conservative and NDP, are champing at the bit with an
October 6 General Election a few months in the future.
The Opposition parties are bringing forward charges that the PM
interfered in the matter by applying pressure on former Justice
Minister Jody Wilson-Raybould to help SNC-Lavalin avoid criminal
charges.  It is common knowledge that SNC-Lavalin has been
involved in some shady dealings at least as far back as the Libyan
dictatorship of Muammar Gaddafi a decade ago, with nothing much
done about it.  SNC-Lavalin should have been disciplined by law long
before now, when the misdoings were first exposed during the Harper
Government.

Ms Wilson-Raybould had earlier been told by the PM to use her
own judgement in making decisions over the actions within her two
important offices, Justice and Attorney General.  The matter became
more significant when she was abruptly transferred from the Justice
Ministry and Attorney-General to Ministry of Veterans Affairs and
Associate Minister of Defence on 2019 January 14.  It was clearly a
demotion for a highly respected minister who had occupied both
offices for more than three years since 2015 until being transferred in
January of this year.  The RCMP began investigations relating to
SNC-Lavalin’s rather dubious record over the last decade 1.  On
February 12 Ms Wilson-Rebould resigned from both of her new
Cabinet posts and maintained silence until the end of February when
she made a public statement.  In that statement the former Minister
changed her previous remarks from denial of any interference,
reporting instead that the PM and others had attempted to influence
her action as Attorney General of Canada, but she had refused to
comply.  In an interview some days later with a CBC reporter, when
asked if she still had confidence in the PM, she stated, “I resigned
because I did not have confidence to sit around the Cabinet table. 
That is why I resigned”.  It was not a direct answer to the question,
but it implied that her place in Cabinet had become uncomfortable,
and it may be an indication that the PM’s “sunny ways” have become
a bit occluded.  A later denial was made by Gerry Butts (PM’s
principal secretary).  “I categorically deny the accusation,” said Butts.
He'd acted only with integrity, he declared, always honouring
Wilson-Raybould's office.  “I have served the public interest,” he
said, claiming also any claim that he or his staff pressured the
Attorney General “is simply not true” 2.  However Mr Butts resigned.

The opposition’s best chance of damaging the Liberal
Government is also among the worst chances for the sitting
government in the run-up to the October election.  SNC-Lavalin is a
very large corporation based in Québec, employing thousands of
people worldwide and at home where it contributes much to the

prosperity of La Belle Province as well as to Canada as a whole.  Thus
any news that can negatively affect the Company is ammunition for the
Federal Conservatives in opposition, but even more significantly may
influence dissatisfied Québec voters to revisit the notion of Québec
Sovereignty in time for a 2019 Fall Federal election.  So far in his
mandate, Justin Trudeau has (except in the partisan view of some
members of the Opposition) largely maintained his “sunny ways”. 
Hopefully this incident does not mark the end of that disposition.

A further problem for the Liberal Party may also occur in Québec. 
Just as the “orange crush” vote in the 2011 election took the NDP from
one single seat in Québec at dissolution, to 59 of 75 seats after the
election, it is quite possible for the reverse to happen this year and for
the Liberals to lose many of those seats gained in 2011.  It is too early
to speculate whether those seats would fall to the Conservatives, or the
NDP, or even to the almost extinct Bloc Québecois.  But much
depends on how the SNC-Lavalin scandal plays out over the next few
months and whether also the treatment of former Justice Minister Jody
Wilson-Raybould is viewed by Canadians as an issue, perhaps related
to her First Nations identity.  If that is so, it is a black mark against
Canada in its attempts to bring the First Nations more effectively into
the political scene.

This highly-qualified 47-year-old Canadian had been effective in
her work and had ushered in several important changes in Canadian
politics.  Once she is cleared of this controversy, she should have a
long and successful career ahead of her in Canadian political life.

Conservative Leader Andrew Scheer, who has so far had few
opportunities to attack the Liberal Government, now has a perfect
opportunity to show his teeth.  If he can embarrass the Liberals, the
next few months will be his best chance.  The SNC-Lavalin matter has
the potential to be explosive as both an ethical and a Québec issue,
providing explosive ammunition against the Liberals.  Another issue
referenced earlier may impinge on Canadian Unity, with the potential
to re-awaken the sleeping giant of Québec Sovereignty a couple of
generations since René Levesque.  That could bring down the wrath of
Canadians on whoever is intrepid enough to awaken it. 
CONCLUSIONS: 
(1) If the future reveals that PM Trudeau and/or any other Members of
Parliament or government officials made inappropriate efforts to
influence the legitimate decisions of ex-Minister Wilson-Raybould or
any other Minister of the Crown, then a detailed investigation must
be conducted by a competent independent authority and the
results revealed to the Canadian public.  Decisive action must be
also be taken to ensure that similar events will not reoccur.
(2) SNC-Lavalin operates worldwide with headquarters in Québec,
some 9,000 employees across Canada, and branches in numerous
countries.  In its 2016 Annual Report it generated $8,223 million total,
with about two-thirds of that in countries other than Canada. 3.  SNC-
Lavalin has claimed that only those who were responsible for the
crimes should be charged.  The Company also says it has taken
measures to prevent re-occurrence of such crimes, and that those
responsible no longer work for the Company.  The RCMP is
investigating and has laid charges before the Attorney General.  And
because of the international implications all outcomes must be revealed
publicly in time.  

As an aside related to the outcome: if SNC-Lavalin feels itself
wrongly treated under Canada’s prosecution laws, it will have no
trouble finding a welcome outside of Canada for its Head Office and

1  Read RCMP corruption charges against SNC-Lavalin 

2  Read https://www.cbc.ca/news/opinion/gerald-butts-1.5023925 3  SNC-Lavalin 2016 Annual Report, page 57 (PDF Document) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jody_Wilson-Raybould
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SNC-Lavalin
<current%20document>https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muammar_Gaddafi
file:///|//on-rayboulds-full-remarks-to-the-house-of-commons-justice-committee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrew_Scheer
https://www.canadianlawyermag.com/legalfeeds/rcmp-lays-corruption-charges-against-snc-lavalin-6195/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/opinion/gerald-butts-1.5023925
http://www.snclavalin.com/en/files/documents/publications/2016-financial-report-en.pdf
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the millions of dollars its earnings bring in, though the Company has
stated that presently it has no desire to do so.  But is there any doubt
that Trump would love to see the Company relocate in America?.

The Canadian Government is therefore in a rather difficult spot.
If it allows prosecution of SNC-Lavalin, it risks alienating the
management which could decide to relocate, severely damaging our
economy and causing rising unemployment, possibly reviving calls
for Québec Independence.  On the other hand, if the Government
accedes to the Company’s request to limit the scope of the
prosecution, it runs the risk of causing other political trouble at home
and perhaps abroad too, with the result that the Company may lose the
confidence it enjoys, especially abroad.

Depending upon the Government decision and its outcome,
Canada’s reputation as honest and fair-minded is likely to be
tarnished, no matter which way the decision goes.  Sadly, too, the
injury to Canada’s body politic cannot be easily or quickly remedied.

Nor will calls for PM Trudeau’s resignation resolve the issue.  If
interference from his office is confirmed, it was definitely very poor
judgement on his part.  Attempts to influence the process of Justice
in a democracy must be respected by all, including other Cabinet
members and particularly the PM himself.  The Canadian electorate
must have the true facts of this incident, regardless of the fall-out. 
Meanwhile if PM Trudeau actually did interfere (which he
vehemently denies) his popularity is anyway somewhat eclipsed.  He
may be re-elected in October, but perhaps only because his riding is
Papineau, in Montréal.

Ms Wilson-Raybould was absolutely correct in her resistance, but
it was disappointing that she was removed from her original Cabinet
posts on rumours and speculation rather then proof.  It was also
disappointing that she herself chose so promptly to resign her two
replacement Cabinet positions.

More recently there has been support for the PM from his Cabinet,
but this has been marred by the resignation of Dr Jane Philpott.  After
being elected in 2015 Dr Philpott was appointed Minister of Health,
the first medical doctor to hold that position.  In 2017 she was moved
to the Ministry of Indigenous Services, and then in January 2019
appointed President of the Treasury Board.

Both lawyer Jody Wilson-Raybould and medical doctor Jane
Philpott had developed excellent reputations in their recent
Parliamentary work.  Ms Wilson-Raybould also represented First
Nations in a senior Federal post, so far, contributing to their
“ownership” of the inner working of this country.  It is sad that
Canada has lost, at least for now, the services of both women.

It is also disappointing that Prime Minister Trudeau acted in a
rather cavalier manner, which tarnishes the “sunny ways”, and he may
find himself handicapped in his dealings with the First Nations.  Their
opposition to a new pipeline from Alberta to BC may be reinforced,
hindering efforts to enable more efficient movement of oil to Pacific
seaports.  This is of crucial importance at a time when relations with
China are at a low level due to our detaining of Meng Wenzhou at the
behest of America and along with China’s reciprocal detaining of two
Canadians.  These deteriorated relations with China could result in
our losing the important C$2.5 billion annual canola trade.

With the canola trade uncertain, the oil industry facing inefficient
transportation costs, and US tariffs still in place on aluminium and
steel, those export businesses must soon show serious symptoms of
being caught between China and America, prime examples of the
proverbial “rock and the hard place”.  While they fight to gain
ascendency over each other—and that could last a long time—Canada
cannot expect fair treatment from either China or USA. 

Diversification of our trade away from the economic giants is even
more important than ever for Canada, but it cannot be achieved
overnight.  Meanwhile, the SNC-Lavalin issue is still pending, a
veritable Sword of Damocles. —SLH

  Approximate Value of Earnings of SNC-LAVALIN
by Country of Origin

COUNTRY               C$ VALUE in MILLIONS

Canada 3,286.6           41 %

Australia 1,597.1           19 %

United States   898.0            11 %

Saudi Arabia   880.2            10 %

Other Middle East   589.6              7 %

Africa   369.6              5 %

Europe   430.1              5 %

Latin America     128.3              1 %

Other Regions            43.7              1 %

TOTAL                   8,233.1         100 %
            Date extracted from SNC-Lavalin 2017 Annual Report

      INDIA & PAKISTAN  IN  NEW CONFLICT
Country Population Area (Sq Km) Pop Density
India 1,324,171,354   3,287,263  400.4
Pakistan    212,742,631      881,913      244.4

India also enjoys a higher Per Capita GDP 4 of US$7,795 compared with
Pakistan’s US$5,374.  In general, India is wealthier and more powerful than Pakistan. 
India’s  religion is 80% Hindu; Pakistan’s is 96% Islam (official).  Both countries were
once parts of the British Empire and later of the Commonwealth of Nations.  India is
still a member, but Pakistan ended membership in 1973.

The two nations have had a long-standing feud over border issues,
having fought two wars in the past.  A third hostility has recently arisen
and could possibly become more dangerous in future.  Both nations
possess quite substantial hoards of nuclear weapons which, if ever
used, would cause millions of deaths and wide destruction in the region
and further afield.  In the current version of the dispute, India appears
to be the more moderate of the two, but in any dispute when both
parties possess nuclear weapons, the world is understandably and
justifiably concerned about escalation of conflict.
The State of Jammu & Kashmir (often referred to as “J & K,
population in 2018 = 14,421,819) is the contested region.  Similarly to
the Québec wish for self-determination, the region has long entertained
leanings towards independence, but neither India nor Pakistan, since
British rule, has been prepared to relinquish its claims and allow
secession of the State of Jammu & Kashmir.  At the present time both
India and Pakistan administer separate parts of the State.
J&K is a wonderfully spectacular scenic region in the Himalayas and
could doubtless attract millions of tourists, skiers, mountaineers and
others, once they learn of what is available there.  It is also to be hoped
the dispute does not degenerate into yet another source of ongoing
strife as has sometimes happened in other similar situations. — SLH

4  GDP is the total annual value of Goods & Services produced by a country. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Papineau_(electoral_district)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jane_Philpott#Federal_politics
https://globalnews.ca/tag/meng-wanzhou/
https://globalnews.ca/news/5021950/china-cancels-canola-winnipeg-richardson-international/?utm_source=Article&utm_medium=MostPopular&utm_campaign=2014
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jammu_and_Kashmir#Administrative_divisions
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Likir_Monastery._2010.jpg#/media/File:Likir_Monastery._2010.jpg
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TERRORISM  IN  NEW  ZEALAND

New Zealand is a very small country with two main islands covering
an area of about 270 sq km and slightly less than 5 million people. 
Compare this with Newfoundland, with 520,000 population  and
370,514 sq km (including Labrador) or Ontario, Canada, which
covers almost 1 million sq km with a population of 13.5 million.

Compare that information with the fact that New Zealand’s closest
neighbour is Australia, about 2,200km to the west.  Its next closest
land neighbour is Antarctica, about 2,550km to the south 5.  New
Zealand is therefore surrounded in every direction with the Souther
Indian Ocean, one of the least travelled oceans, and New Zealand’s
isolation becomes quite clear.  We tend to think of it as fairly close to
Australia when we glibly link those two countries in our speech.  But
Newfoundland is about 3,700km from the United Kingdom, a
distance of about 3,700km.

The above facts cause us to question whether any places on earth,
regardless of how small and remote, are really any safer from terrorist
attacks than are the more populous regions and big cities.  It seems
they are not.  Our old refrain, “Thank God we’re surrounded by
water”, can no longer be a source of confidence: New Zealand is 
surrounded by much more ocean than we are.  Considering our
closeness—about 150km—to mainland Canada and America 6, that
short distance is but cold comfort.  Although no guarantee, perhaps
our Province’s higher-than-average age statistic and relative isolation
are our greatest advantages, making us a less attractive target!

But, joking apart, all civilised people, including ourselves in
Newfoundland, need to maintain vigilance for their own protection. 
We have plenty of churches, schools, mosques, synagogues, etc in this
Province, as well as crowded locations like shopping centres, theatres,
and sports arenas in our few cities, all hard to protect but easy targets
for massacre.  Any suspicious activities should be reported to police
without delay.  No location can be assumed to be terrorism-proof.

On Friday 2019 March 16, in attacks on two separate mosques in
the city of Christchurch, New Zealand, 49 persons were shot to death,
and 48 others wounded, one of whom succumbed to his wounds later. 
The attacks appeared to be motivated by one man’s hatred of
Muslims.  When arrested he told police that he wanted to avenge the
deaths caused by Muslims around the world.

The only real defence is vigilance, no matter how safe and secure
a location may seem to be.  Any public place where more than one or
two ordinary citizens gather could be at risk, especially if it is to be
the venue of some popular event.  Any suspicious activity, no matter
how insignificant it may seem, should be reported to police for
investigation, even if you are a little shy about it.  Imagine how you
would feel if you did not report your suspicion, and then people lost
their lives.  It’s better for any of us to feel a bit foolish than for
innocent people to be killed and injured.

Terrorism has become one of the greatest scourges of the modern
age, exceeded only by climate change which, climatologists warn us, 
we have fewer than a dozen years to remedy. — SLH

BIRDS  OF  A  FEATHER

An old maxim says: “A man may be judged by the company he keeps.” 
Or, put another way, “Birds of a feather flock together.”

Here are just a few among the many men Donald Trump has
appointed to offices in his administration.  Some have been very
important offices, others less important.  But doesn’t it seem that the
man elected to one of the highest political jobs in the world should
have a high moral standard himself?  And shouldn’t this person also
choose people of high moral standards to hold offices in his
administration?  Trump has made several appointments of individuals
whose moral and ethical standards have been questionable at least and
totally unacceptable in some cases.  

It’s unreasonable to expect everyone to be perfect, or for their
moral weaknesses to be known, so some less-than-ideal individuals
will inevitably be placed in positions they should not, for moral or
legal reasons, occupy.  But when that situation becomes apparent,
should not those persons be promptly removed from office?  However
not only has that not been the practice, but Trump has actually 
supported some who are clearly inappropriate, while vilifying others
who are innocent, for the simple reason that they disagree with him. 
This is no way for a government to be run.

In the past two years of Trump’s Presidency, several unsuitable,
even criminal, persons have been selected to hold senior government
jobs.  He often seems to prefer such people around him.  Is that
appropriate for a President?  Appointments of family members, even
when there are no moral strikes against them, are also open to criticism
on grounds of nepotism at best.

The fact is that a large number of Americans (perhaps this is true
everywhere) do not care whether morality or even decency exists in
the governments they elect.  It is sad, but probably true.

Below is a list of Trump’s dubious appointees.  There are plenty of
honourable people who could be appointed.  Does not this show that
a leader who quite consistently selects such inferior persons for those
posts may himself be equally suspect or undesirable?

Some of Trump’s appointees whose personal issues
could disqualify them from government office 

PAUL MANAFORT was Trump’s choice for Campaign Manager
during the 2016 Election.  He has now been convicted on eight
financial crimes, and may face a number of other charges.  He has also
admitted guilt to charges resulting from the Mueller investigation. 

MICHAEL COHEN was Trump’s personal lawyer for about ten years
until about a year ago.  Cohen is charged with tax and banking issues
related to his own business interests.  He has been involved in making
payments of ‘hush money’ on behalf of Donald Trump to women who
have alleged they had affaires with Trump.

ROGER STONE has lied to evade taxes and to banks in order to
obtain loans.  He is charged with making illegal contributions to
Trump’s campaign and violating campaign finance laws to arrange
hush money payments to women who claimed to have had affairs with
Trump.

MICHAEL FLYNN, GEORGE PAPADOPOULOS and several
others have made false statements to FBI.   — SLH

5  The shortest distance from mainland New Zealand to Antarctica is 2550km
between Bluff on the South Island of New Zealand to the George V Land coast of
Antarctica near the Balleny Islands.  This distance has been questioned, and of
course Antarctica has no permanent human inhabitants.

6  The Belle Isle Strait crossing to Labrador is much shorter, and there is now a
road link westwards to Québec and Montréal.
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BREXIT OR NO BREXIT

There has been a great deal of argument over the British decision, so
far unrealised, to exit the European Union.  The world has changed
quite significantly with the election of Donald Trump as President of
the USA, and one such change is the greater visibility and influence
of right wing political ideas.  Such change is occurring in the UK
itself, but also in France, Germany, USA, and others, where ultra right
politics are being openly discussed and espoused.  This should
concern us as it is happening at a rate unprecedented since World
War Two, and much of it is of an undesirable nature.

The United Kingdom, since the 1970s a major part of the
European Union and traditionally a leader on the world scene until
very recently, is now in a severely weakened position.  Almost half
the British electorate and many outside observers strongly believed
that the Referendum vote produced too small a majority in favour of
leaving the EU and was therefore an insecure foundation for so
momentous a decision.  When it became clear that Prime Minister
Theresa May intended to take the country out of the EU on the basis
of that slim majority,  many Britons warned that it was unwise, and
called for a second vote.  The Prime Minister steadfastly refused and
since then has three times attempted to secure support from
Parliament for her own Brexit plan, with a decisive defeat each time.

There have been calls from various British Parliamentary leaders
for a second Referendum, and some millions of voters agree, but PM
May has steadfastly refused.  March 29 was the deadline for a
settlement of some kind with the EU, but the future is now very
confused.  Should Britain withdraw its Brexit moves, allow a cooling
off period of perhaps two years, and hold a second better prepared
referendum with a stipulation that no action will be taken without a
very clear majority of, for example, one percent?  However it may be
necessary for Theresa May to call a General Election to enable a
clean start again from what has been a painful and damaging fiasco. 
It is difficult to see how a resolution can be achieved without a
complete clearing of the deck, including the PM’s resignation and the
refreshing recuperation that a General Election can provide.

Meanwhile the UK is trapped in an indecisive limbo preventing
any reasonable resolution to the crisis since neither British businesses
nor anyone else can feel secure until Brexit is resolved in some
acceptable manner.  Other nations may be interested in negotiating
trading deals with Britain but cannot do so in the existing atmosphere
of uncertainty that exists until the UK, with agreement from the EU,
is willing to negotiate either independently or under the EU umbrella.

Until there is a resolution of this uncertainty, the British people
and their economy are suffering in an accompanying worldwide
weakening of the economic outlook.  This vacuum is waiting to be
refilled and stabilised before the economy can fully recover and new
trading conditions can be established.

If the uncertainty now pervading British politics continues for
long, it could generate sufficient dissatisfaction or even anger among
those who will inevitably lose their jobs and be only too ready to
support a new leader in the form of a Trump clone or worse.  The
ground will be fertile for the growth of extreme right political
movements in the style of 1930s Germany.  After two years of
Trump’s excesses it would be no surprise.  Thanks to Trump’s
influence, the seeds of a narrow selfish nationalism are now present
on every continent, awaiting the perfect conditions for germination. 
   
   — SLH

CARBON TAX TAKES EFFECT

The long-awaited Carbon Tax is finally in effect all across Canada, with
the four hold-out provinces (SK, MB, ON, NB) now paying the Federal
imposition of $20 annually per ton of carbon emitted.  All Carbon Tax
amounts will increase annually, presumably until hydrocarbons are  only
a memory, or a better system is established.

There has been much debate about whether such a tax is fair or even
a reasonable way to control carbon fuel usage.  Of course, no one likes
a new tax, but measures have to be taken to reduce our consumption of
fossil fuels.  It is unfortunate that Canada is making the effort when
Trump has refused any measures.  Our contribution to global warming
is minimal compared with USA, as also is our effort to reduce our
‘carbon footprint’ when America continues with no government
regulation, thus negating by several times our small effort.  But let it not
be said that Canada is not globally and conscientiously aware, even
though the ‘world leader’ is not.

The important facts to keep in mind are: [1] global warming is very
real and is mostly the result of burning of hydrocarbon fuels; [2] it can
be reduced by limiting such use; [3] without appropriate measures the
effects (dangerous storms, melting permafrost, rising ocean levels, etc)
will cause increasing problems difficult or impossible to remedy; and
[4] Donald Trump may recognise his error when Mar-a-Largo sinks
below the waves.

The imposition is currently about 5 cents a litre, which is noticeable
but not excessive, considering its purpose.  And it is bound to have a
level of success, as increased costs are always effective.  It’s not fun, but
we must ‘grin and bear it’, as responsible citizens of the planet.

— SLH

    CRUISE SHIPS   -   CORNER BROOK  -   2019

May 31 Saga Sapphire Saga Cruises 
July   2 AIDAvita AIDA Cruises 

16 AIDAvita AIDA Cruises 
24 Queen Mary 2 Cunard 
30 AIDAvita AIDA Cruises 

Aug   3 ms Rotterdam Holland America 
Sept   5 Queen Mary 2 Cunard 

  6 ms Rotterdam Holland America 
  7 Albatros Phoenix Reisen 
  8 Aurora P&O  
  8 Albatros Phoenix Reisen 
11  Silver Wind Silversea 
12  Neue Mein Schiff 1 TUI Cruises 
21  Marco Polo Cruise & Maritime 

Oct   3  Arcadia P&O Cruises 
  5 Amadea Phoenix Reisen 
  7 Seven Seas Navigator Regent Seven Seas 

       8 Queen Mary 2 Cunard 
10 Norwegian Dawn NCL 
11 MSC Meraviglia MSC Cruises

The above schedule is subject to change or cancellation.  Most arrival
times in Corner Brook are between 8 and 9:00am, and most departures
between 4 and 6:00pm, but may change at short notice. 
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Odds and Ends

DON’T LOSE FAITH IN HUMAN GOODNESS

The world has experienced an alarming number of natural disasters
and more than enough human savagery in the past few years, such as
we do not expect to see except in wartime.  But what is most
impressive is the extent to which ordinary people, not much different
from the rest of us, are ready to risk their own lives to help others. 
Our First Responders do it every day, of course.

For example, someone has fallen through the ice, or is trapped in
a burning building, or needs an organ transplant . . .  and a total
stranger comes to aid.  A few months ago Mamadou  Gassama, a 22-
year-old immigrant living in Paris, spotted a small child hanging from
a fifth floor balcony of an apartment tower.  Rather than taking time
to go inside the building and risk not finding the right apartment
before the child fell to almost certain death, barehanded Mamadou
scaled the outside of the building and grabbed the child in time. 
There have even been instances when a potential victim has wrested
a gun from a crazy shooter, preventing further injuries or deaths, but
risking his/her own life.  People will even take risks to help animals
in distress, like rescuing a moose stuck in a bog, or a dog fallen
through broken ice.

We often complain that the world is on its way to hell, but let us
not forget the heroic deeds of people like Mr Gassama that are in the
news every day, and millions more that are not reported.  For every
bad person, there are many more good ones.  And occasionally the
hero may receive a surprising reward, as did Mr Gassama.

Don’t ever lose faith in human goodness.  The good people far
outnumber the bad in the world, though sometimes it’s a bit hard to
believe.  But you are one of the good ones, aren’t you?     

Bernie Sanders, one of the hopeful contenders for the US Presidency
in 2020, actually raised almost 6 million US dollars on his first
campaigning day!  Read more details here.  I was surprised when I
first discovered that Bernie and I are both the same age, 77 years.  But
I couldn’t run for President anyway, as I was not born in America. 
Any other suggestions???

SOME CHOICE REMARKS FROM  . . . 

Nancy Pelosi, Leader of the American Democratic Party’s majority
in the House of Representatives, was asked about Donald Trump and
Impeachment.  Her response: “I don’t think he is fit to be President
of the United States. . . . I’m not for Impeachment. … Impeachment
is so divisive to the country that unless there’s something so
compelling and overwhelming and bipartisan, I don’t think we should
go down that path, because it divides the country. He’s just not
worth it.” [Joe Helm in Washington Post.  Read complete article.]

AND FROM  . . .
Donald Trump speaking about debt— “Nobody knows more about 
debt. . . .  I like debt.  And I like getting out of it.”
Considering Trump’s several times in bankruptcy court in the past
over debts of his businesses when he caused large losses to those to
whom he owed money, probably driving some of them into
bankruptcy, he may well be speaking the truth.

Note: The Process of Impeachment of an American President is not
a simple or easily successful method of removing him from Office:

instead, it is a long, slow, complex political action involving every state
of the Union.  Both Richard Nixon and Bill Clinton were able to avoid
it.  ‘Tricky Dick’ Nixon resigned before Impeachment had time to catch
up on him, and naughty Bill Clinton’s term in office reached
completion, rendering Impeachment irrelevant in his case.

If you want some idea of how much Donald Trump believes he knows
better than anyone else, JUST CLICK HERE. 

Would you be willing to fly in Boeing’s new 737 MAX 8 jet before they
have discovered and fully corrected the cause of the two crashes in 6
months that killed all on board?  I certainly would not.
 

Did you ever hear of MYCELIUM (pronounced my-see-lee-um) ?  It is
a substance produced naturally by certain fungi, and it may have major
applications in replacing conventional packaging materials like
polystyrene with more environmentally harmless material.

“Since 2007, a company called Ecovative Design has been
developing alternatives to polystyrene and plastic packaging by
growing mycelium in agricultural waste. The two ingredients are mixed
together and placed into a mould for 3–5 days to grow into a durable
material. Depending on the strain of mycelium used, they make many
different varieties of the material including water absorbent, flame
retardant, and dielectric.”

If a competitively priced product can be developed with
characteristics comparable to or better than those that make polystyrene
so effective for packaging, then it will be a great boon to the world
environment.  Given humanity’s unwillingness to inconvenience itself
at all, products like this may become part of the salvation of our
uncaring consumer-oriented race before our time is completely
exhausted. — SLH

THIS MAY AMAZE YOU  . . .

Most weekends when Donald Trump doesn’t feel like doing anything he
ought to be doing as President of the United States, aside from cutting
back on things like special programs for autistic kids, or shutting down
various government sectors to blackmail his opponents, he boards a
helicopter and copters out to the airfield.  There he climbs aboard Air
Force One, the Presidential Jumbo Jet, big enough to seat 400
passengers in normal service, and wings it down to his resort at Mar-a-
Lago, Florida.  Each one of those trips costs the American taxpayer
US$3,400,000.  Yes, that is correct . . . 3.4 million American dollars,
the equivalent of about 4.5 million Canadian dollars at the present rate
of exchange.  And apparently he has made 69 of these trips to date.

Air Force One costs US$206,000 per hour to fly.  But of course
much more than flying is involved and has to be paid for.  Not included
in that figure, but still paid for by American taxpayers, are aircrew
accommodations until the return trip, additional security—who knows
what else?  Aren’t you glad you are not an American?  Or maybe you
wish you were Donald Trump, liar par excellence, who seems able to
get away with whatever he wants, like a spoiled nine-year-old?

I would quote Nancy Pelosi’s remark directly to the left on this page
. . . “He’s just not worth it.”

!  God Bless America  ! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mamoudou_Gassama
https://www.politico.com/story/2019/04/02/bernie-sanders-2020-campaign-fundraising-1248075
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nancy_Pelosi
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/magazine/wp/2019/03/11/feature/nancy-pelosi-on-impeaching-president-trump-hes-just-not-worth-it/?utm_term=.eed05ef6f908
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Impeachment
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-fix/wp/2016/10/04/17-issues-that-donald-trump-knows-better-than-anyone-else-according-to-donald-trump/?utm_term=.3958f89ed3a9
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mycelium
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecovative_Design

