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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

 The BMD is published on or before the first Friday of each month.
LH=Lark Harbour           YH=York Harbour          JB=John’s Beach
HC=Holy Communion   MP=Morning Prayer    EP=Evening Prayer
P&P=Prayer & Praise   HB=Baptism   MHS=Memorial Hymn Sing

2018                               SEPTEMBER                               2018

  2nd Sun LH, 11:00am, Morning Prayer; JB ?
  3rd Mon Labour Day
  6th Thur Cruise: Amadea,  600 pass / 2050 crew 
  9th Sun LH, 11:00am, Holy Communion;    JB ?
16th Sun To be announced
23rd Sun To be announced
24th Mon M   Full Moon
25th Tues Cruise: Marco Polo,  906 pass / 354 crew
26th Wed Cruise: Arcadia,   2,016 pass / 880 crew
27th Thur Cruise: Queen Mary 2,  2,695 pass / 1,253 crew   
30th Sun JB, 11:00am,  LH, 7:00pm

PLEASE NOTE:–Details of church services may be changed.

2018                                 OCTOBER           2018 

  3rd Wed Cruise: Celebrity Summit,  2,158 pass / 936 crew
  4th Thur Cruise: Silver Wind,   296 pass / 222 crew
  7th Sun     LH, 11:00am;   JB, 7:00pm
 11th Thur Cruise: Crystal Symphony,   940 pass / 545 crew

Cruise: Black Watch ,  807 pass / 320 crew
14th Sun LH, 11:00am, Baptism;  JB, 7:00pm
21st Sun JB, 11:00am,  LH, 7:00pm, Memorial Hymn Sing
24th Wed M   Full Moon
28th Sun LH, 11:00am;  JB, 7:00pm

2018                               NOVEMBER                                2018

  3rd Sat Daylight Saving ends - clocks back one hour tonight
  4th Sun
11th Sun Remembrance Day - LH, 10:45am; JB, 7:00pm
18th Sun JB, 11:00am,  LH, 7:00pm
23rd Fri M   Full Moon
25th Sun LH, 11:00am;  JB, 7:00pm

2018                           ADVANCE DATES                         2 018

DECEMBER
  2nd Sun Advent 1 - LH, 11:00am;  JB, 7:00pm
  9th Sun Advent 2 - JB, 11:00am,  LH, 7:00pm
16th Sun Advent 3 - JB, 11:00am,  LH, 7:00pm - Memorial

  Lighting)
22nd Sat M   Full Moon
23rd Sun Advent 4 - LH, 11:00am;  JB, 7:00pm
24th Mon Christmas Eve - JB, 3:00pm (?);  LH, 8:00pm (?) 
25th Tues Christmas Day
30th Sun JB, 11:00am;   LH, 7:00pm, Lessons & Carols
31st Mon New Year’s Eve
2019  JANUARY
  1st Tues New Year’s Day

BUSINESS & ORGANISATION DIRECTORY

! Byrne’s Store, Main Street. York Harbour 

groceries, hardware, gas & diesel, souvenirs 709 681-2040

wandastrickland@outlook.com

! Captain Cook B&B & Cottages, York Harbour 

Email:  info@captaincookbb.ca 681-2906; 1-877-681-2906

! Captain Cook’s Galley, 135 Little Port Rd, Lark Harbour

Restaurant - Seasonal - Call for information           709 681-2777

! Creative Photography by Linda, 131 Main St, Lark Hr

Email: creativephotographybylinda9@gmail.com

131 Main St, Lark Harbour                         709 681-2255

! Curling ONE Stop Service Station, Corner Brook 

366 Curling Street, automotive repairs, servic i n  g    709 785-2619

! Myrtle’s on the Bay, Main Street, Lark Harbour 

entertainment, food, licenced                 709 681-2103

! Eddie Joyce, MHA, Bay of Islands, Corner Brook 

House of Assembly, St John’s. NL 709 634-7883

! Gudie Hutchings, MP, Long Range Mountains, NL

Member of Parliament, Canada.   709 637-4540

gudie.hutchings@parl.gc.ca

! Marlaine’s Tidewatcher Café, 59 Main Street, Lark Hr

                Closed - FOR SALE BY OWNER            709 681-2140

! Sheppard’s Clover Farm Store, Lark Harbour  

groceries, hardware, gas, marine supplies       709 681-2160

! The Roost, Gift Shop and Gallery, York Harbour

sea glass, paintings, handmade glass beads   709 681-2341

If you have comments on anything, positive
or negative or even neutral, presented in
these pages, please pass them on to me.

Also, if you have topics you would like me
to cover, please let me know, and I will try to
oblige.  I will also publish comments,
positive or negative, from readers, with, of
course, the usual publishing caveats.

Many thanks for your kind interest and
attention. — SLH     
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MV_Arcadia_(2004)
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silver_Wind
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crystal_Symphony
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_Watch_(ship)
mailto:wandastrickland@outlook.com
http://www.captaincookbb.ca/
mailto:info@captaincookbb.ca
file:///|//https///www.google.ca/maps/uv?hl=en&pb=!1s0x4b7b90c23b788583%3A0x99d667416d26e6e6!2m22!2m2!1i80!2i80!3m1!2i20!16m16!1b1!2m2!1m1!1e1!2m2!1m1!1e3!2m2!1m1!1e5!2m2!1m1!1e4!2m2!1m1!1e6!3m1!7e115!4s%2Fmaps%2Fplace%2FCaptain%2BCook%27s%2BGalley%2C%2BRestaurant%2C%2B
http://www.creativephotography-bylinda.com/
mailto:creativephotographybylinda@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/DropInLounge/
http://www.assembly.nl.ca/members/cms/EddieJoyce.htm
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THE TRANSMOUNTAIN OIL PIPELINE

Yes, it s a tense and difficult situation that has arisen in the last few
days.  The Indigenous people of British Columbia do not want the
TransMountain Pipeline, and they have the court decision now
backing them, along with truly good reasons for it.  But at the same
time Canada is facing a very real situation with the much-hardened
attitude of the American Government to everything within their
borders that is not one hundred percent home-grown.

Trump is doing his best to interfere in Canada’s efforts to control
our decisions in the negotiations involving our role in NAFTA. 
Canada is, and has for many years been America’s largest trading
partner.  How much longer will the present arrangement whereby we
are using a pipeline to transmit our oil through the USA to ports on
the Gulf of Mexico?  These ports give us access to the Atlantic sea
routes to potential customers for our oil to reach Europe.  That route
could be denied to us under the Trump administration.

At the same time, the single old and inadequate pipeline over the
Rocky Mountain Range to ports in British Columbia enabling
Canadian oil to reach markets across the Pacific Ocean, effectively
limits growth of our markets in the Far East.

The solution is difficult.  We cannot allow our country to be
locked out.  If we cannot find a solution, there can be no further
development of Alberta’s oil, essential to the industry which forms a
necessary lifeline for all Canada’s future survival.  As of the end of
August 2018, Trump’s bullying tactics hold the power.  But Canada
must not allow Trump to dominate our needs.  Prime Minister
Trudeau is trapped between the proverbial “Rock and a Hard Place”. 
Our dollar has fallen significantly on Friday August 31, causing heavy
losses to our economy as a result of this.  Our relatively small
economy cannot afford such losses.  It has long been clear that we are
too dependent on the USA, and now we see the result.

The choices are limited.  EITHER Canada must over-ride the
recent court ruling in favour of the BC Indigenous people on our
West Coast.  OR, we must build a pipeline to ports in Eastern
Canada, over-riding Québec’s objections to the construction of
further export facilities, including a new pipeline to Saint John, New
Brunswick, if we wish to retain full control of our future destiny.

We must broaden our trading activities to reduce our dependence
on American goodwill if we wish to maintain our national viability.

It is clear that we can no longer trust America to treat us fairly.

 U.S.A. SENATOR JOHN SIDNEY MCCAIN III
1936 August 29 - 2018 August 25

“We owe each other respect as longas our character inspires respect.” 

On Saturday 2018 August 25 the news hit the
world that Senator John McCain had passed
away peacefully in his home state of Arizona,
four days short of his 82nd birthday.  Although
he was a Republican but a relatively moderate
one at a difficult time for his party, he voted in
the Senate for what he believed was best for his
country, not necessarily for his party, nor 
himself.  After undergoing surgery for a brain
tumour, on 2017 July 28 he voted against the
Republican bill intended to repeal Obamacare.  His vote resulted in an
outcome of 49 for and 51 against the bill.  Had he voted in favour, the
result would have been 50-50, leaving the Speaker free to vote for the
bill, breaking the tie and ensuring its passage.

Since these events Senator McCain has neither participated nor
voted in Senate business, being absent as a result of his cancer
treatment and his overall deteriorating health.  But Trump has been
critical of the Senator’s vote against the Obamacare repeal, shamefully
attempting to denigrate him for having been held as a prisoner of war
for six years by the North Vietnamese when his aircraft was shot down. 
While in captivity he was tortured but he declined out-of-sequence
repatriation when it was offered.  In fact Trump has been most
insulting of McCain, with remarks such as, “He’s not a war hero.  He
was a war hero because he was captured.  I like people who weren’t
captured.”  Inappropriate remarks from a man who never even served
in the military, being exempted on account of bone spurs!  

However McCain had a truly honourable military career in naval
aviation during the Vietnam War, and is highly respected in his
subsequent political career, both by his own party and the opposition. 
Trump however has done his best to disparage this man who has been
a faithful supporter and protector of his country all his life, voting on
his conscience in a way which did not please this incompetent
President with severe credibility problems of his own making.

It is worthy of note that when Trump’s advisor Larry Kudlow made
his comment about Justin Trudeau after the G7 meeting in Québec on
2018 June 09, Senator McCain tweeted: “Americans stand with our
Allies—even if the president doesn’t”. 

The moderating voice of John McCain will be missed in the
American Senate as he was never afraid to state his opinions which
often did not follow the ideas of the majority, even in his own party. 
He was one of those rare politicians who take the long view, with a
concern not just for his own country but for the entire world—a
valuable sterling quality in this increasingly cynical environment of
political and economic nationalism.

His body lay in state in the Washington Capitol Rotunda until his
funeral on September 2nd.  He is only the 31st American and the 13th

Senator ever to be accorded that honour.

Senator John McCain was not merely a citizen of America: he was
a Citizen of the entire World.  May he rest in peace. — SLH

View the Senator’s Obituary in the New York Times.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_McCain
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/02/us/politics/donald-trump-draft-record.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_McCain#Prisoner_of_war
http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/white-house-adviser-kudlow-trump-trudeau-g7-summit-blame-1.4700061
http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/white-house-adviser-kudlow-trump-trudeau-g7-summit-blame-1.4700061
https://www.cnn.com/2018/06/09/politics/mccain-statement-trade/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2018/06/09/politics/mccain-statement-trade/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2018/06/09/politics/mccain-statement-trade/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/25/obituaries/john-mccain-dead.html?action=click&module=Top%20Stories&pgtype=Homepage
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OBITUARY
MARION LIDSTONE (née PARK)

1958 - 2018 August 30

It is with great sadness that the
family of the late Marion
Lidstone (née Park) announce
her passing on Thursday, 2018
August 30th, at Western
Memorial Regional Hospital at
the age of 59 years.

She leaves to mourn with
fond and loving memories her
husband, Eugene; mother
Lavinia Park; siblings: twin
sister Marina Kendell (Lou),
Evelyn Sheppard (Robert),
Ralph Park (Judy), Marie
Childs and Howard Park
(Marie); mother-in-law Vera
Lidstone; brothers and
sisters-in-law: Everette Lidstone (Joan), Bruce Lidstone (Theresa),
Wayne Lidstone, Harold Lidstone (Judy), Bev Lidstone, Robert
Lidstone (Judy), Eric Lidstone, Karen Wheeler (Sam) and Kim
Fitzpatrick (Shawn); as well as a very large circle of nieces, nephews,
other relatives and friends.

She is predeceased by her father Gilbert Park; father-in-law Ralph
Lidstone and nephew Bruce Lidstone. Visitation will take place at St
James Anglican Church, Lark Harbour, on Friday evening, 7-9:00pm,
and Saturday from 2-4 and 7-9:00pm, where the funeral service  will
be held on Sunday, September 2nd at 2:00pm, with Reverend Effie
Organ officiating. The interment will follow at St James Cemetery.  

As expressions of sympathy, flowers are graciously accepted or
donations may be made to St James Church Memorial Fund or to the
charity of one’s choice.

We offer our sincerest condolences to Marion’s family
and friends during this time of their sad loss.

MY INTRODUCTION TO GUNS IN FLORIDA
In my younger days, some thirty years ago, I used to take my bicycle
with me to Florida and did a lot of biking there.  I made friends there
with a man about my age who ran a bike repair business.  One day we
were chatting about bad experiences we had when out riding, and I
told him how I had narrowly escaped attack by two big dogs that
came out of a yard I was passing and chased me.  I put on a spurt of
speed I didn’t think I was capable of, and outran them.  They gave up
the chase, but not before I had worked up quite a sweat!

My friend recounted some similar experiences of his own, and he
showed me a pistol and a holster he had constructed to fit under his
bike seat.  I replied I had no gun, and he offered me a pepper spray
can that could be aimed at dogs or other attackers, and I bought
one—illegal in Canada, but not in Florida.  I always took it with me
then, but luckily never had to use it.

That was my first and only such experience down there, and I was
surprised at the free and easy attitude to guns they had even then. 
But I could not imagine such a thing in Canada.  It is a different
world down there, even for pedal bikers, south of the border!

OBITUARY

EVELYN CHRISTINA NORMAN
1925 September 7 - 2018 July 16

Evelyn Christina Norman (née
Parsons) passed away peacefully
on 2018 July 16th, at age 92. 
Evelyn was born in Little Bay
Islands on 1925 September 7th, the
daughter of Duncan and Christina
Parsons (née Taylor), and grew up
in St John’s and Corner Brook
with siblings Hazel, Minnie,
Austin, Malcolm, Marie, James,
Jean, Gerald and Roger.

Evelyn graduated from Park
Street School at age 16 and
worked as a bookkeeper at Canada
Packers in Corner Brook until her
marriage to Herbert Norman on
1947 July 19th.  Together they
started Humber Valley Transport Ltd and raised a family of eight
children.  They retired to York Harbour in 1975, where Evelyn became
involved in St James Anglican Church vestry, Sunday School and
ACW; Girl Guides of Canada, the Wee Bauld Senior Citizens’ Club,
and the BlowMeDown Public Library.  Evelyn was an avid reader,
quilter, rug hooker and knitter, and an especially talented landscape
painter.  She was known and loved for her thoughtful nature, quiet
kindness and generous spirit.  She was predeceased by husband Herb,
daughter Brenda Leslie, and companion Clarence Jayne.  Evelyn’s
humour, strength and love will be remembered and cherished by her
sister and brother-in-law Marie and Charlie White of Corner Brook
and brother Roger Parsons of Ottawa; sons Derek (Vicky Hynes) of St
John’s; Brian (Sandi) and Craig (Jewel Rushton) of Dartmouth, NS;
daughters Diane Wood of French Lake, NB; Christine Norman of
Dartmouth, NS; and Karen (Clint Byrne) and Linda (Randy Skinner)
of York Harbour; grandchildren Matthew, Joanna, Brad, Melanie,
Aislinn, Christian, Karla, Erin, Kenny, Heather, Brittany, Corey,
Adrian, Melissa, Madeline and Sarah; 14 great-grandchildren and
many nieces, nephews and friends.

Friends and family are welcome at Fillatre’s Funeral Home,
St Mark’s Avenue, on Tuesday, 2018 July 17, from 2-4pm and 7-9 pm. 
A memorial service celebrating Evelyn’s life will be held at Fillatre’s
Chapel on Wednesday, July 18 at 2:00pm, Archbishop Stewart Payne
officiating; Interment at St James Anglican Cemetery, Lark Harbour,
followed by a reception at St James Anglican Church.  Donations in
Evelyn’s memory may be made to a charity of one’s choice.  We love
her, and we will miss her.

As one who personally appreciated Evelyn’s support during the
many years she served as Treasurer of the Blow-Me-Down Joint
Services Library, I add my thanks for her constant encouragement
which was instrumental in our successful efforts in the 1970s to
convince the NL Provincial Libraries Board that a Library was needed
here; and later for her fundraising work which helped to ensure that
we kept it.
We also offer our sincerest condolences to Evelyn’s family and friends
during their sad loss. — SLH

My apologies for the late inclusion of this important Obituary
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Rev Effie Organ & husband Ralph

WELCOME TO OUR NEW RECTOR

THE REVEREND EFFIE ORGAN,
AND HER HUSBAND RALPH

Although Rev Effie
and her husband Ralph
Organ were with us
already for most of the
month of August, Rev
Effie was only quite
recently appointed to
the Bay of Islands
Parish by the Bishop
of the Diocese of
W e s t e r n
Newfoundland, the
Right Reverend John
Organ—  incidentally
no relation of our new
R e c t o r ,  w e
understand.  Rev
Effie’s appointment is
for a year at this time.

Having been officially
without a Rector for
almost a year since
Rev David Taylor was
appointed to a post at the Diocesan Office, Rev Effie fills a much-
needed position in the life of our Parish and we look forward to a long
association with both her and Ralph.

In recent years we have had the services of several visiting clergy on
an ad hoc basis, but it is important that a parish should have a resident
minister to rebuild some of the strength that we have lacked, despite
the energetic efforts of our three Lay Ministers, Lorraine Humber,
George Sheppard and Ruth Travers, during the Interregnum period. 
We thank all of them for their great work and the time they have
devoted to our Parish by providing leadership in our worship and
other aspects of Parish life since Rev David’s departure to Corner
Brook.

When I contacted Rev Effie to request the interview for this article,
she willingly agreed and invited me to the Rectory where I spent an
enjoyable hour getting to know them both as a genuine couple with
strong Christian principles guiding their lives, and a keen
determination to get on with the work of the Parish.  I also discovered
that both she and her husband Ralph are friendly and approachable
people.  She has a strong determination to get on with her work here,
and a wonderful sense of humour important in a clergy person these
days when the Church has lost much of its significance for many of
today’s people.  She has already been making plans to begin
Confirmation Classes and a revived Sunday School, both of which are
urgently needed to strengthen the Christian faith and, very
importantly, to involve younger people in our Church to bring fresh
influences into a Parish which is largely composed of older members. 
Meanwhile Ralph, a retired fisherman, is a handyman who has ºº

OBITUARY

RONALD STEPHEN SHEPPARD
1943 May 26 - 2018 September 01

It is with great sadness that the family
of the late Ronald Sheppard announce
his passing at the Health Science
Centre, St John’s, NL, on Saturday,
2018 September 01 at the age of 75
years.
 
Ronald leaves to mourn with fond
loving memories his wife of 55 years,
Geraldine; his five children: Wanda
(Ben), Michael (Ruby), Gerry
(Karen), Barry (Tammy) and Bonnie

(Adam); eight grandchildren: Chris (Katie), Johnny (Hollie), Krystle,
Justin (Janice), Travis (Jordan), Jeffrey (Brittany), Meagan (Mitchell),
Morgan, Dylan; six great-grandchildren: Cassie, Zander, Dax, Charlie,
Mae, Riley, Brooklyn; and a large circle of nieces, nephews, other
relatives and friends.

Ronald was predeceased by his parents: Stephen and Georgina
Sheppard, father and mother in Law: Ronald and Jessie Park; sisters
Marie Pottle and Sylvia Gilbert; brother in law Melvin Park; and sister
in law Barbara Pennell.

At Ronald’s request cremation has taken place.  A visitation for family
and friends will be held at St James Anglican Church in Lark Harbour
on Wednesday, 2018 September 05, at 2-4pm and 7-9pm. 
The funeral service will be held on Thursday, 2018 September 06 at
2:00pm with Rev Effie Organ officiating. Interment will follow at the
St James Anglican Church Cemetery in Lark Harbour.

As expressions of sympathy, there are no flowers by request.  In lieu
of flowers donations can be made to the St James Anglican Church
Fund in Lark Harbour, NL, or to a charity of one’s choice. 
Condolences may be signed by visiting the website
www.country-haven.ca.

We offer our most sincere condolences to Ronald’s family
and friends at this time of their sad bereavement.

 ºº volunteered and has already done a considerable amount of
painting and repair work around the Rectory, for which we are
appreciative.  For this work he asks only for the Parish to provide the
materials.  Both Effie and Ralph gave the impression that they are
happy to be here, and that they have the determination to make their
time here very beneficial to our Parish in so many ways, spiritual and
practical.

We hope that the association of Rev Effie and Ralph with our two
Congregations, St James Church in Lark Harbour and St Ambrose
Church in John’s Beach,  will indeed be long and successful.

Please remember Rev Effie and Ralph in your prayers, and come along
to church to meet them both if you have not yet done so. —SLH

http://www.country-haven.ca.
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VICTORIA, BC, REMOVES STATUE OF SIR JOHN A

 

WHO HAS NEVER MADE A BAD DECISION?
NOT I, NOT YOU, AND NOT SIR JOHN

On Saturday 2018 August 11, the City of Victoria, BC, removed Sir
John A Macdonald’s statue into storage from close to the entrance
to the provincial legislature, no doubt after much wise debate?

Said Lisa Helps, Mayor of Victoria, British Columbia:

 “We will remove the statue of Sir John A Macdonald from
the entrance to Victoria City Hall so that the family
members and other Indigenous people do not need to walk
past this painful reminder of colonial violence each time
they enter the doors of their municipal government.” 

Good intentions, perhaps, but the road to hell is paved with them!

Sir John A Macdonald, 1815-1891, our
first Prime Minister from 1867–1873
and 1878–1891, was one of the most
important figures in the early years of
Canada.  His National Policy was
designed to protect this country from the
already powerful economy of the United
States; another was the founding of the
Canadian Pacific Railway which, in the
absence of roads over the Rocky
Mountains, formed a link from Atlantic
to Pacific that maintained Canada’s
independence from America and made travel and movement of
freight practical from Halifax to Vancouver.  Without that link
Canada was vulnerable and would most likely have been absorbed
long ago into the United States as a casualty of Manifest Destiny.

Although Macdonald is criticised for his administration’s support
of the infamous Residential Schools [1] [2] in Canada, they had
existed as far back as the 1830s, founded and run by the Anglican,
Methodist and Roman Catholic churches and practically free of
government involvement.  By modern standards they would have
come under the supervision of the government of Upper Canada and
its contemporaries elsewhere in the Colony, but such arrangements
were not the usual role of government in those times.  Efforts to
assimilate native people had begun as early as 1857, but in 1876,
nine years after Confederation, the Macdonald Government passed
the first Indian Act.  In 1887, eleven years later, Macdonald
described the purpose of the 1876 Indian Act:

“The great aim of our legislation has been to do away with
the tribal system and assimilate the Indian people in all
respects with the other inhabitants of the Dominion as
speedily as they are fit to change.”

In plain terms, the aim (‘aggressive assimilation’) was to absorb the
aboriginal people completely into the general population of the
white settlers.  It was imposed without consultation with those it
affected, so it was possibly already doomed to failure.  Macdonald
had made the common mistake of European settlers—that the
aboriginals really yearned to be white.  Inevitably, it turned them
into second class citizens, and was resented. 

Law and order were also important matters, and both federal and
provincial governments were preoccupied with matters such as

those relating to Louis Riel.  The residential schools had originated
fifty years earlier as church-sponsored institutions, and though now
theoretically under government control they were still closely
associated with the churches.  With supervision by clergy or other
church-related personnel in place, it is easy to see how the
governments, their attention dominated by Riel and other political
issues, might be tempted to provide a base of legislation, and then
to leave those on the spot relatively free to implement it.

Macdonald’s government certainly was responsible after 1867 for
these schools and the resulting immeasurable harm.  The last one
closed in 1996.  Thousands of Canada’s First Nations children were
separated from their parents in a plan that was theoretically intended
to improve their lives.  They grew up effectively as orphans and
with no knowledge of their indigenous heritage.  Most ironically
and shamefully, many were abused physically, emotionally, and
sexually in those very institutions intended to help them.  It is
estimated that 150,000 indigenous children attended the schools and
some 6,000 died there, sometimes buried in anonymous graves with
no official records kept of their deaths.

There is no doubt that the Residential Schools were a bad decision
when they were implemented, but that was not the only bad decision
made by governments before, during, and after that time in our
history, and there will be others yet to come in the future.

No doubt if all statues and other memorabilia of political leaders
were removed because of their poor judgement that affected untold
numbers of lives in the history of every country, there would not be
enough storage space to accommodate them all.

We cannot erase the damage caused by those mistakes by removing
statues or other memorabilia of those who developed blatantly
wrong policies during their years in office.  Are we going to destroy
or remove every copy of Hitler’s Mein Kampf from our libraries? 
Should all traces of the horrors of the Nazi death camps at
Auschwitz and other locations be removed?  It is important that we
be reminded of those evils because to ignore or erase them may
result in their repetition in a later generation.

Perhaps instead of removing or destroying such memorabilia that
may arouse our shame, their educational value could be enhanced
by relocation and perhaps the addition of explanatory plaques, in
this case recounting some of Macdonald’s important achievements
for Canada, along with some of his significant mistakes.  This is not
a perfect solution, but it should constitute no disrespect to any First
Nations people, without loss of an effective historical exhibit.

Sir John A Macdonald was human like the rest of us, and who
among us has never made poor decisions or done regrettable acts? 
It would be surprising if the Mayor and Councillors of the City of
Victoria didn’t have a few peccadilloes in their past over which they
are not proud.  And if they don’t, it may be that they have never
made any decisions important enough to matter to anyone but
themselves and a few associates.  They have much to learn.

We cannot change history; we can only learn from it. — SLH

Review a similar, but perhaps worse controversy over the statue of
Edward Cornwallis (1713-1776) founder of Halifax, 300 years ago. 
Should those who lived so long ago be judged entirely by the
standards we expect today?

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/john-a-macdonald-statue-victoria-city-hall-lisa-helps-1.4782065
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/john-a-macdonald-statue-victoria-city-hall-lisa-helps-1.4782065
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_A._Macdonald
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/national-policy/
<current%20document>https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_Pacific_Railway#History
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/manifest-destiny/
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/residential-schools/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/a-history-of-residential-schools-in-canada-1.702280
https://indigenousfoundations.arts.ubc.ca/the_indian_act/
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/louis-riel/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/cornwallis-statue-removal-1.4511858
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THE MAINE MECHANIC 1980 - a true story

Sometime in the 1980s we were driving in our Ford station wagon
pulling our little Boler trailer, from Newfoundland to Florida for
our summer vacation at my wife Susan’s parents’ home.  Not too
long before it had been necessary to replace the fuel tank, and as
the car was quite old we obtained a used tank.  But when we were
driving through the State of Maine, the car began to falter and run
very roughly,  so we continued to the next town and found a service
station.  The owner was Bob, a young fellow who had served in the
U.S. Army as a mechanic and was starting up his own business.

I explained the problem and Bob said he would check it out later. 
It might be a problem with the timing chain.  If so, he would order
one, and would have it installed by the following morning, so that
we could drive on without much delay.  The cost, about US$200.

Now I am no mechanic, so I agreed.  I really had no choice anyway,
as the car was almost undriveable by the time we arrived at Bob’s
garage.  Bob drove me back to the campground a couple of miles
out of town, and Susan and the kids had the Boler all set up and
supper almost ready.

Afterwards we were sitting round the campfire and I was smoking
my pipe, something that is very pleasurable after a day of travelling
and a good meal inside you, when I noticed a station wagon exactly
like ours pulling into the campground.  It stopped at the camp
Office and the driver went inside.  A few moments later he
reappeared at the door, accompanied by the campground owner
who pointed across the field towards where we were  camped, and
the driver got back in the car and drove over, stopping at our site.

“Before I started on the timing chain, I decided to check the
carburettor,” said Bob, “and it was plugged, so I cleaned it out,
washed it in a bit of gas, and put it back.  I replaced the gas line
filter too, so if there’s still a bit of sediment in the tank, it will take
care of that.  But it’s probably all cleared out by now, and the filter
will take care of it anyway.  So everything’s working fine now, and
you should have no more trouble with it.  And you don’t need a
new timing chain—it’s just fine.”

I thanked him, and asked for his bill.  As I said earlier, I am no
mechanic, and I had no idea what it might cost to strip and clean a
carburettor.  So I was still expecting a big bill.  And when Bob
said, “How does $25 sound?” I could scarcely believe it.

“Sounds good to me,” I said.  “You could easily have charged me
$200 and told me you had installed a new timing chain, and I
wouldn’t have known the difference.”

“I couldn’t live with myself if I did that,” he said, grinning, “and
my wife would kill me if I did that and she ever found out. My life
would be worse than it was in Vietnam.  I served in Viet Nam for
a few years, and we were fighting there for decency and honesty
and trust, and if I can’t run an honest business for myself, then I’ll
go and work for somebody else.”  He paused a moment.  “Oh, by
the way, you shouldn’t let the gas get too low.  Fill up before it gets
down below a quarter tank, just in case there’s still a bit of
sediment there.”

He stopped for a while, chatting, and had a cup of coffee with us. 
I will never forget Bob the Mechanic of Maine.  I hope his business
was successful and he is now enjoying a long and healthy
retirement with his children and grandchildren. — SLH

THE VIRGINIAN WELDER 1980 - another true story

A few days later on a very hot day we were passing through
Virginia.  For some time the little Boler, loaded down with the gear
for two adults, three kids, a large dog, and all the paraphernalia that
goes with them, had gone over one bump too many and a chassis
member had broken loose, hitting the road surface at every fresh
bump.  It was a serious problem and had to be fixed.  But it was
late Saturday afternoon, and all the welding shops would be closed
until Monday morning.

So we found a campground called Turtle Creek, and camped beside
a little brook under some trees, and while the kids played in the
brook, Susan set up our camp, and I went to ask the proprietor
where I might get a welding job done.

“Hmm,” he said.  “It’s Saturday evening now, and they’re all closed
until Monday. But I’ll see what I can do.”  He made a couple of
phone calls, then said, “There’s a man called Charlie who lives just
outside of town and does that kind of work, and if you get there by
ten tomorrow morning, he’ll take a look at it.  He’s a good welder.”

Again, I had no choice, so I asked the proprietor to tell Charlie I
will be there.  We had to take everything out of the Boler that night
and in the morning, I hooked up and drove over to Charlie’s place. 
He worked in a big barn, directed me in, and looked under the
Boler.

“Oh yes, I think I can fix that for you,” said Charlie.  And he began
measuring and then selected a piece of steel and cut off a piece of
the right size.  The original piece was still hanging in place, but was
damaged from repeated bumps and scrapes on the road surfaces,
and was not fit to be re-attached.  He worked for about an hour,
telling me about his grandchildren who were coming over in the
afternoon.  He was clearly a man who was very proud of his family
and his principles.  But now it was time to find out what the job
would cost.

“Well,” said Charlie slowly and pensively, “I don’t normally work
on Sundays.”  Hmm, I thought, that does not sound too good. 
“But,” he went on slowly, after a considerable silence, “I know you
are a family man with three kids, and you are a very long way from
home.”  Another longish pause.  “So under the circumstances . . .
what would you say to ten dollars?”  I was flabbergasted, expecting
again at least $100, because this man was clearly a professional at
his work.  “I don’t believe in taking advantage of people when they
are so far from home and in a bit of a spot.”  I was a little
embarrassed, but he was waiting for an answer.  “Are you sure?”
I asked sheepishly.

“Yes, I am,” he said. “I will not make money on the Holy Day, but
ten dollars will cover the cost of materials.”  So I thanked him and
handed him a US$20 bill.  “I can’t make change,” he said.

“No, Charlie.  I want you to keep it and maybe take the grandkids 
out for a treat this afternoon.  You have saved me from a real
problem, and now I will be able to get on the road tomorrow in
safety with my wife and kids, and get to Florida to my in-laws in a
couple of days.  Thank you very much, sir.”

And so ended a few days that I always look back on with great
pleasure.  There really are many honest, helpful people in the
world.  You just have to find them.  Charlie deserved a long life to
enjoy his grandchildren for many years. — SLH
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TRUMP’S  PROGRESS

Donald Trump is a racist, a bigot, a liar, and perhaps a closet
fascist, who knows well that “To Divide is To Conquer”.  Most of
his actions and statements lead inevitably to this same conclusion. 
It was by dividing the country that he won the election.  Then,
having succeeded, he declared that he would reunite the country,
but instead he continued with his divisive rhetoric, knowing it is
impossible for all but his committed voters, his ‘base’, to be unified
under his leadership.  For what other reason would he choose to
make so many divisive statements and to issue so many lies and
insults but to maintain that division?  There is only one possible
answer—he knows that he cannot achieve his purpose, whatever it
may be, in a united America.

It is difficult to arrive at a count of Trump’s support base, but a
consensus of observers seems to agree that it is no more than about
one in four Americans.  That leaves three out of four who make up
the less convinced Trumpists, plus the uncommitted, many of whom 
may not vote in the midterms; and then the decided anti-Trump
voters.  That is a lot of people, some with no allegiance to anyone. 
Many of these folk may not vote in the midterm elections, leaving
the decision up to the Trump ‘base’ and the committed Democratic
voters.  The election results will show the difference.

Unfortunately very few Americans in a position to
oppose Trump are actively showing their
preferences.  Members of the Press Corps are
speaking out, notably Jim Acosta and April Ryan,
along with quite a few of the political opposition. 
But the rank-and-file legislature members, who
should also be speaking out, remain largely silent. 
They are the ones who could form an effective
opposition, but their almost-silence leads one
to believe that they may remain quiet, despite
the increasing destructiveness of Trump’s
remarks and, one assumes, of his intentions.

It is precisely those who should be opposing
him that are quiet, allowing his poisonous
rhetoric to gain greater hold as it causes
increasing corrosion of the fabric of the American democracy,
making it impossible to believe they are simply biding their time
until the right opportunity arises.  They should be creating that
opportunity, which cannot self-create.

Mike Pence, for example, was quick to jump into accepting the post
of Vice President, and his obviously adulatory behaviour shows
him for what he is—a very conservative turncoat whose intention
may be to run as a successor to Trump when the time comes.  Rudi
Giuliani, despite his years as a successful lawyer and Mayor of
New York City (1994-2001), is a grinning joker with few ideas of
his own, although as one of the President’s personal lawyers he
remains a loud mouthpiece in defence of his hero Trump.

Many of the Republicans who form the present majority in the
House of Representatives are either set to retire this year or are
mutely acquiescent to Trump as they shore up their own re-election
chances in the November midterms, regardless of the havoc they
are tacitly permitting to proceed unchecked.  Trump himself, unless
removed from office sooner, does not face re-election in 2018. 
However he will have to do so in 2020 if he chooses to run then.

The only political opposition, other than that from the Media, is
coming from either the minority Democratic congress members
whose numbers render them virtually powerless, or a tiny minority
among the Republican congress members.  Most of the Republicans
are preoccupied with their own re-election and apparently afraid of
incurring the wrath of Trump’s support ‘base’.  Unless these people
become more active, there is a risk that Trump may by their
defaulting be able to continue his plans.  This may leave Trump
himself unchallenged in his destructive progress, making Hitler’s
rise to power in the 1930s look almost like a cakewalk in
comparison. — SLH

TRUMP COULD CHANGE THE
U.S. CAPITAL GAINS TAX RULES

If this change is legislated it would become a very nice handout to
the wealthy who have to pay Capital Gains Tax (CGT).  It is an
applicable income tax when a property or an investment has
increased in value so that its sale price exceeds its purchase cost.

The most common Capital Gains arise from sale of (1) a residence;
or (2) investments in the stock market.  In some jurisdictions,
including Canada, you can sell your principal residence for a profit
once, and once only, without being liable for CGT.  Subsequent
sales may be subject to it.  In other words, you cannot make a
business of it.  But Capital Gains in the stock market and other
financial dealings made at any time, are generally taxable. 

The very wealthy can sometimes make huge profits on the stock
market, rendering them subject to CGT applicable on profit made
between purchase and sale price.  In Canada, Capital Gains are
non-taxable once up to a lifetime total of $100,000, after which
they become taxable.  Contact a tax advisor for further details.

The change, if it is made in U.S. legislation, would change the rules
so that instead of the Capital Gain being calculated on the simple
difference between the purchase price and the selling price, Capital
Gains would be reduced by taking into account the rate of inflation
over the same period.  This is a change American investors have
wanted for years, and it would significantly reduce the size of the
Gain and consequently of the amount of CGT due after a reduction
accounting for inflation.  Such a change if introduced would reduce
the amount of taxable Gain applicable, thus creating a considerable
amount of cash benefit for those who are financially able to qualify
for it—only the very wealthy who can afford to deal in large sums.

It is expected that this change, if it comes into effect, could amount
to a total tax break costing the American Government as much as
$100 billion, providing small or no benefit for the ‘Middle Class’,
while placing a much larger tax revenue loss to the nation as a
whole, for which all Americans will have to pay, including Trump’s
‘base’.  So far it is only a suggestion, but if passed it will be very
popular with extremely wealthy Americans as a huge windfall.  No
such change is being contemplated for Canada.

How would Trump’s supporters respond to this change in American
legislation if it is eventually passed by Congress?  Would his base
continue their unconditional support for him?  Or would they
perceive it to be the beginning of a crack in the favour they believe
they are receiving from their adored President?  Would he finally
be seen as beginning to reveal his true loyalties? — SLH

http://tony-greco.com/2018/01/16/how-big-is-trumps-base/
http://tony-greco.com/2018/01/16/how-big-is-trumps-base/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jim_Acosta
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/April_Ryan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mike_Pence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mike_Pence#Political_stances
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rudy_Giuliani
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rudy_Giuliani
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Odds  and  Ends

CHECK YOUR CAR’S WHEEL NUTS FOR SAFETY

When the wheels of your vehicle are removed for a brake job or a
change of tires, they tell you to check the nuts after the first 100km
or so to ensure that they are still tight.  I have often been told that,
but I usually forgot about it.  But if those nuts come loose, you
could eventually lose a wheel . . . or more!  Not a pleasant thought!

One day recently, not long after my winter wheels had been
changed, I was driving to Corner Brook when I heard a clicking
sound from the left front wheel, like something was loose, and as I
got closer to Corner Brook, it grew more noticeable.

So I stopped at the Curling One-Stop Service Station.  Kevin
Wayson, the owner, came out with a wrench, and found that a
couple of the nuts had worked quite loose.  He ‘retorqued them’ as
mechanics say, checked the other three wheels, and refused any
payment.  I drove on, and the clicking sound was no longer there.

Kevin probably saved me a lot of money, or maybe even my life. 
Many thanks, Kevin!

IN LIKE FLYNN ?

On 2018 August 15 President Donald Trump carried out a threat he
had been considering for some time: he cancelled security clearance
for a number of retirees, senior leaders of various American security
organisations like CIA, FBI and several others.

They are :– John Brennen, James Comey, Susan Rice, Andrew
McCabe, Michael Hayden, James Clapper, Sally Yates, Lisa Page,
Peter Strzok, and Bruce Ohr (not yet retired, but demoted).
Conspicuously omitted from the list is the disgraced Michael
Flynn! What all these people, except Michael Flynn, have in
common is that they have openly criticised Trump who cannot
tolerate criticism of himself and has done his best to disgrace them.

It has been customary for such retired leaders to be available as
voluntary consultants when called upon by current leaders of the
organisations who have remarked that their own efficiency will be
impaired by the lack of consultant advice when needed.  It is a
long-standing practice going back through the tenures of several
presidents as far as Richard Nixon, and is a  necessary and useful
resource now no longer available to present agency leaders.

His rationale for this unprecedented (and unPresidential) action is
that everyone is a security risk, doubtless like his son-in-law Jared
Kushner who does not have such clearance, but nonetheless has
access to sensitive material and is known to have met with Russian
officials in the recent past.  Then there is Michael Flynn, who may
be charged on a number of matters but, rather oddly, still has his
clearance and may yet receive a pardon, courtesy of Trump!

A little bird was flying high.

He dropped a message from the sky.

Said Farmer Brown as he wiped his eye,

“’Tis a durrrrned good job the cows don’t fly!”

THE FREEDOM OF OLD AGE

“You are old, Father William,” the young man said,

“And your hair has become very white.

“And yet you incessantly stand on your head.

“Do you think at your age it is right?”

“In my youth,” Father William replied to his son,

“I feared it might injure the brain.

“But now that I’m perfectly sure I have none,

“Why, I do it again and again!”

From Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll.

R.M.S. QUEEN MARY 2

On September 27th there will be an exciting event to be witnessed 
when a great ship, the Queen Mary 2, largest and last of the true
purpose-built ocean liners, will, weather permitting, enter the Bay
of Islands to dock at Corner Brook in her summer role as a cruise
ship. With accommodations for 2,695 passengers and 1,259 crew,
she is probably the largest ship ever to enter the Bay of Islands, and
she can now carry 75 more passengers since her 2016 refit.

Built in 2002 and launched 2003 March 21 for the traditional
Atlantic crossings from Southampton, England, to New York, USA,
she replaced the first Queen Mary of 1936.  She has a gross tonnage
of 149,215 (EndNote 1) and a length of 1,132 feet or 345.03 metres,
roughly the distance from St James Church to the gateway of #15
Littleport Road in Lark Harbour.  She was also more strongly
constructed than most cruise ships to withstand the vicissitudes of
weather encountered on her North Atlantic voyages in winter.  The
only remaining true ocean liner, she still makes those crossings in
season, operating as a cruise ship at other times.

The Queen Mary 2 is owned by the descendant company of the
old Cunard Line, originally founded by Halifax shipowner Samuel
Cunard (1787-1865).  In 1840 Cunard established the British &
North American Royal Mail Steam-Packet Company, later known
as the Cunard Steamship Line.

In 1934 the Cunard Line merged with the White Star Line,
making them joint owners of a total of 25 ocean liners, including
several very famous ones, including the ill-fated Lusitania,
torpedoed by a German U-boat in 1915 with 1,198 killed and 761
survivors, and the Mauretania.  And, perhaps best-known of all, the
Titanic, which hit an iceberg during her maiden voyage to New
York and sank in 1912 with over 1,500 lives lost of about 2,224.

Ships of the Cunard-White Star Transatlantic Liner Fleet carried
mail and bore the prefix ‘RMS’ in their names, as ‘Royal Mail
Ships’, qualifying them to display the coveted Royal Mail insignia.

Endnote 1 - Gross Tonnage of a ship is not the same as either
Deadweight Tonnage or Displacement.  Since no scale exists to weigh a 
ship, many measurements are determined by complex mathematical
calculations, and may not clearly resemble actual weight or mass.  But as
all commercial vessels are rated by the same system of measurements,
along with the Plimsoll line, a reasonably accurate practical comparison is
possible between ships. — SLH
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