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JAMES COOK AND HMS GRENVILLE
Don’t let it be said that shipbuilding is a lost art in the Outer Bay of Islands!

A

BEAUTIFULLY MADE LITTLE SHIP bearing the name Grenville has recently appeared
in Bottle Cove. It was the brainchild of John & Sharon Parsons, both of whom have been
very involved in the Outer Bay of Islands Enhancement Committee (OBIEC) since its
inception. They assembled a team of interested volunteers: Adrian Hulme, Engineer, &
his wife Kathleen, Tom Greene, Larry Boland, Gary Hamilton, and Malcolm & Christine
Duffett. Between them they constructed a very pretty little attraction on the Boardwalk
at Bottle Cove in celebration of the 250th anniversary in 2017 of James Cook’s year spent
here in the Bay surveying the coast for the British Admiralty.
The Grenville was a schooner built in Marblehead, Massachusetts. Originally named
Sally, the vessel was renamed Grenville by the Royal Navy, to be used for surveying the
coasts of Newfoundland. England and France were effectively at war and it had become
necessary for the Royal Navy to patrol the waters around Newfoundland to protect the
valuable fishery, but the coasts, especially the west coast, were often unknown to the
naval captains. From 1763 to 1767 James Cook, a skipper from Whitby, England, was
appointed commander of Grenville and tasked to survey the Newfoundland coasts. He
completed his work in the Bay of Islands in 1767, and his charts were so accurate and
detailed that they remained in use for more than a century. He named many natural
features around the Island after crew members or the ships of the Newfoundland Naval
Squadron. Cook lost his life in Hawaii on 1779 February 14th.

Page 2

The BLOW•ME•DOWNER

Issue 115

BUSINESS & ORGANISATION DIRECTORY

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
LH=Lark Harbour
YH=York Harbour
JB=John’s Beach
HC=Holy Communion MP=Morning Prayer EP=Evening Prayer
P&P=Prayer & Praise HB=Baptism
MHS=Mem Hymn Sing
M = Full Moon
The BMD is normally published on the first Friday of each month.
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! Byrne’s Store, Main Street. York Harbour
groceries, hardware, gas & diesel, souvenirs

681-2040

! Captain Cook B&B & Cottages, York Harbour
Email: info@captaincookbb.ca
681-2906; 1-877-681-2906
! Captain Cook’s Galley, 135 Little Port Rd, Lark Harbour
Restaurant - Seasonal - Call for information
681-2777
! Creative Photography by Linda, 131 Main St, Lark Hr
Email: creativephotographyraphybylinda9@gmail.com
131 Main St, Lark Harbour
709 681-2255
! Curling ONE Stop Service Station, Corner Brook
366 Curling Street, automotive repairs, servicing

785-2619

! Drop In Lounge, 23 Main Street, Lark Harbour
entertainment, food, licenced

681-2103

! Eddie Joyce, MHA, Bay of Islands, Corner Brook
Minister, House of Assembly, St John’s. NL

634-7883

! Gudie Hutchings, MP, Long Range Mountains, NL
Member of Parliament, Canada.
709 637-4540

Mon M Full Moon
Wed M Full Moon
ADVANCE DATES
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! Marlaine’s Tidewatcher Café, Main Street, Lark Harbour
681-2140
! Sheppard’s Clover Farm Store, Lark Harbour
groceries, hardware, gas, Sears agency, marine

681-2160

! The Roost, Gift Shop and Gallery, York Harbour
sea glass, paintings, handmade glass beads

681-2341

! ! ! Please support our local enterprises ! ! !
Local business listings as above - NO COST
Please call 681-2256 for information.
A NOTE ABOUT SUBMITTING INFORMATION
FOR PUBLICATION
Readers will note that the Community Calendar does not list much
local information about events other than those at St James Church.
Other local groups are invited to provide information about their
activities. Personal announcements are also accepted.
Make a phone call to 681-2256 or, if the information is more
complex, write or email it to blowmedowner@gmail.com.
Include dates, times, locations, and other essential information and
for verification also the name and phone number of the person
providing the information. There is no charge for these services.
To ensure timely publication, please submit information
no later than one week prior to the first Friday of each month.
EVERY EFFORT IS MADE TO ENSURE ACCURACY, BUT THE EDITOR IS NOT
RESPONSIBLE FOR ERRORS EXCEPT TO CORRECT THEM IN A LATER ISSUE.
LETTERS AND ARTICLES BY READERS WILL BE PUBLISHED AT
THE EDITOR’S DISCRETION, NAME WITHHELD IF REQUESTED.
ANONYMOUS INPUT WILL BE REJECTED.
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Editorial — THE U.S. SECOND AMENDMENT:
?
SHOULD IT BE REVISED AFTER ?
?
THE LAS VEGAS MASSACRE
?
Most of the major international news in the last few weeks has been
coming from the USA. Donald Trump has been the source of much
of it, for many months now; then there have been the hurricanes
Harvey, Irma, and Maria causing unprecedented damage in the
southern states and the Caribbean, one after the other in about three
weeks; and now the horrendous incident on Sunday 2017 October 1st.
At least 59 people were killed and 527 more injured when one man
using automatic weapons opened fire on a crowd attending an openair country music concert in Las Vegas, Nevada. It will be some time
before the final numbers of killed and injured can be given, but
indications are that the above numbers may increase further over the
next days and weeks, with many sustaining lifelong injuries.
Billed as the worst mass killing in American history, the incident
is not being treated as a terrorist act as it does not have a political
element or motive. The perpetrator Stephen Paddock was described
as “a lone wolf”, a 64-year-old accountant, previously unknown to
police. He was a resident of the small quiet retirement community of
Mesquite, population about 17,000, 80 miles/130 km from Las Vegas.
He had no criminal record and was previously unknown to police.
In his car and in the hotel room from which Paddock fired his
weapons, Las Vegas Police retrieved 18 firearms, thousands of rounds
of ammunition, and a quantity of ammonium nitrate explosive.
One has to ask, Why would a 64-year-old civilian require such a
large quantity of weapons and ammunition in his hotel room? Why do
such incidents occur predominantly in the USA? Similar events have
happened in other countries, but are most common in the USA. It is
therefore natural to place much of the blame on the ease with which
guns and ammunition of various kinds can be obtained in America.
This then leads to discussion of the Second Amendment of the
American Constitution, passed by Congress on 1789 September 25
and ratified on 1791 December 15. The Amendment states simply:
A well regulated militia being necessary to the security of a
free state, the right of the people to keep and bear arms shall
not be infringed.
We tend to think that this Second Amendment is uniquely
American, but it is not. It may owe its origin to the (English)
Declaration of Rights of 1689, Article 7 of which states the following:
All protestants have the right to bear arms for defence. These
subjects which are Protestants may have arms for their
defence suitable to their conditions and as allowed by law.
The English Declaration of Rights contained 12 other clauses
which specifically restricted King James II, a Roman Catholic who,
the Protestants claimed, had “subverted and extirpated the Protestant
religion and the laws and liberties of this kingdom . . .” England was
at this time still very conscious of its vulnerability to Spain, the
champion of the Roman Catholic Church, even though Spain’s
Armada had been defeated in 1588 and the Gunpowder Plot of 1605
had been discovered and severely punished. Spain had long enjoyed
strong support from the Pope against English Protestantism and
relations with Spain were still a serious concern in England. This
English Article 7 has long since been repealed.
At least 15 other countries have had similar laws but today only
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three still have them: Guatemala, Mexico, and the USA which is the
only one that does not include restrictive conditions.
The history of the Second Amendment illustrates a growth of
feeling between the Federalists and the States Rights factions. Prior
to the 1776 Constitution the individual States had been the sole
regional governments. They had been able to generate their own laws
with whatever controls they may have devised over armaments,
including militias. But after 1776 the new Federal Constitution
became supreme, and the power of the States was eclipsed. After
1791 the old militias eventually fell under Federal control, but most
of the population kept their arms for various purposes such as
hunting, defence of private property against common criminals, and
recreational purposes. In the eyes of the Federalists, all control
gradually fell under Federal jurisdiction and a Federal militia, closely
limiting private ownership of weapons “not typically possessed by
law-abiding citizens for lawful purposes”. Thus their old rights to
bear arms were severely threatened.
A number of legal cases occurred, continuing down to modern
times, and the issues are still not resolved, hence the conflict
involving organisations like the National Rifle Association whose
members jealously guard their rights as they still exist under the
Second Amendment. [For more detail, see Right to Bear Arms.]
The National Rifle Association was formed in 1871 with its main
purpose being “to promote and encourage rifle shooting on a
scientific basis”. Since then the NRA has become one of the largest
and most influential lobby groups in the USA, concentrating on
protecting the rights of firearms owners against any movements
formed to restrict use and ownership across America. It has
influenced legislation, particularly since the 1934 National Firearms
Act and other attempts to introduce stronger gun controls.
It seems unlikely that further restrictive legislation will soon be
passed in America even when deadly incidents occur like the recent
one in Las Vegas that resulted in the mass shooting of more than 50
individuals by a single crazy gunman. It should not be legal for a
private individual to own weapons capable of mass shootings, a need
which surely is not appropriate for any except trained personnel under
strict military control in very specific circumstances. But such events
have become far too commonplace in recent years. Yet gun control
remains strongly opposed, particularly by Republican politicians,
whenever it is raised in US Government legislatures.
Most recently an Assault Weapons Ban was introduced 2013
January 24 by Senator Dianne Feinstein (Democrat, California) and
20 Democratic co-sponsors in the US Congress. This was shortly
after 2012 December 14, when 20 children and six adults were shot
and killed at Sandy Hook Elementary School, Newtown, Connecticut.
The Bill was defeated with 40 in favour to 60 against. And Trump
continues tweeting like a demented sparrow. Apologies to all the
innocent sparrows.
After the terrible Las Vegas massacre, discussion of a ban on fully
automatic weapons has begun again. But will there be any changes?
With 59 unnecessary deaths and over 500 injuries, many of which
may leave people maimed for life, as well as their surviving family
members seriously traumatised, it may seem that some legislative
changes are inevitable. But given the lack of action after numerous
earlier massacres, and the total refusal of the pro-gun faction to even
consider new legislation, changes may be a long time coming, if ever.
— SLH
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A SUGGESTION FOR THE TOWN COUNCILS
OF LARK HARBOUR & YORK HARBOUR
Last year the Lark Harbour Town Council decided to cease providing
a copy of the Minutes of their meetings to the Blow-Me-Downer until
they had been approved at the next meeting of Council usually held
the following month. This meant that the information could be two
months old or more before it was published, and therefore much less
useful to readers. The Blow-Me-Downer is usually published on line
at the beginning of each month except in August.
It may be true that most Residents are not very interested in the
Minutes because they are routine, purely formal, and often not
informative, unless they affect them personally and specifically. More
useful would be a short report by the Mayor, the Deputy Mayor, or a
Council Member if one such individual would be willing to provide
such a report within a few days of the meeting. This would involve no
cost to Council or any Resident.
Sensitive matters such as those relating to business involving
individual Residents is not required in detail, and names of specific
persons are not necessary, particularly if the matter relates to major
changes to be made to a specific property within the Town. But if
someone wishes to make drastic changes involving, for example,
construction of new buildings, levelling of the plot, drainage, removal
of trees, or other major topographical changes, it is reasonable that
owners of neighbouring plots should be apprised of this in a timely
manner before the work is allowed to begin.
Such work may impinge negatively and permanently on
neighbouring properties or even the entire neighbourhood. Owners
who feel that their properties may be so affected should be advised so
that they have the opportunity to make their concerns known to
Council before permission is granted. This could be specially
significant with installations like water and sewage excavations now
being made around the Town.
If the Town of York Harbour would like to set up an arrangement
similar to the one described above, please contact 681-2256.
THE TROUBLES OF PUERTO RICO
The people of Puerto Rico have shown tremendous courage and
resilience in the aftermath of hurricanes. We all should remember
their courage when we are faced with what seem to us to be
impossible problems. With now a month elapsed, parts of their Island
are still lacking power, potable water, food, and medical services.
We complain about our roads—in many parts they have no roads
left. We complain about the lack of good water—many of them are
drinking unfit water because that is all they can find. We complain
about our hospital, but many of them have no medical service at all.
We grumble about our telephone service, but at least we have it.
People in Puerto Rico are dying for lack of these things. But so that
essential things get done, untrained volunteers are doing many jobs
people normally get paid for.
Yes, I complain too, and I am ashamed when I see how other
people sometimes have to face problems I have never had to face. But
maybe one day, unfortunately, we will, and I hope we will support
each other as they have. I have been impressed and amazed at the
courage of the people of Puerto Rico helping each other to survive in
unimaginable conditions. Hats off to them!
— SLH
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Obituary

VICTORIA MARY TRAVERS
1923 April 01 - 2017 October 7
It is with great sadness that
the family of the late
Victoria (Tori) Travers,
née Sheppard, announce
her passing at Western
M e morial Regional
Hospital on Saturday,
October 7, 2017 at the age
of 94.
She was a very
compassionate, caring
person to all her family
and friends. She leaves,
with fond and precious
memories, daughter Linda & husband James Harrison, son Terry &
wife Ruth Travers & daughter Maxine Power; grandchildren: Robert
(Hannah) Harrison, Andrea (Shane) Holmgren, Shawna (Aden) Park,
Nicole (Toby) Roach, David (Rhonda) Power, Vicki (Jamie)
Raymond; great grandchildren: Samaya & Ezeikiel Harrison, Ryland
& Silas Holmgren, Keegan & Hunter Park, Victoria & Emily
Travers–Roach, Travis Power and James Raymond; brother Lawrence
(Jean) Sheppard, sister-in-law Lucy Sheppard; as well as a large circle
of nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends. She was predeceased
by her husband John Travers, son-in-law David Power, brothers John
Sheppard, Aaron Sheppard and Lionel Sheppard, sister-in-law
Elizabeth Sheppard and Vonnie Sheppard, other relatives and many
friends in the course of her long life.
Friends may visit St James Anglican Church, Lark Harbour, on
Wednesday, October 11 from 2-4 and 7-9 pm. The funeral service
will be held Thursday, October 12th at 2:00 pm from St James
Anglican Church, Lark Harbour, with the Very Reverend Baxter Park
officiating, followed by interment in Lark Harbour. As expressions
of sympathy, in lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the
St James Anglican Church Fund, PO Box 39, Lark Harbour, NL, A0L
1H0. A message of condolence may be left for the family by visiting
www.fillatre.ca.
Visit our Webpage to review eleven years of past issues of

The BLOW•ME•DOWNER
Items of local, national & world interest, editorial opinion,
local obituaries, historical information, photographs,
and even some previously unpublished fiction at
www.blowmedowner.webs.com
Remember, it’s true, like The BMD,
The best things in life are always free
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A LABRADOR TALE
THE LAND ROVER SAFARI
A 1967 CLASSIC

As a little boy growing up in England, the Land Rover was a common
sight for me on the quiet country roads among the farms of my native
Lincolnshire. Most of them were the pickup version with a canvas
top, and all had non-corrosive aluminium bodies. They were used by
farmers for anything from taking piglets to market, carrying sacks of
cattle feed, and even serving as a light tractor, to ferrying kids home
after a birthday party. Which, in fact, was my first experience of
riding in a Land Rover.
It was early December, the time of year when petty criminals were
robbing poultry from the many farms in our area, and the local
bobbies were out at night checking suspicious vehicles for stolen
chickens. Several of us kids were crowded in the back of one of those
Land Rover pickups, being delivered to our homes by Mr Neilson,
foreman of a rich man’s farm, and father of the little girl whose party
had just ended. A short distance ahead on this quiet country lane a
police car suddenly began flashing its lights, and we stopped. We kids
were dead quiet as we had never before experienced anything like this.
A burly policeman approached the driver’s door and shone his
flashlight in on Mr Neilson’s face, asking if there were any chickens
on board. He and his partner were on the lookout for poultry thieves.
Before Mr Neilson could answer there was a loud but totally
unconvincing clucking as of a thousand chickens, and laughter broke
out: Mr Neilson and the constable knew each other, and both laughed.
That was the first police check we kids had ever encountered, and
after a brief chat we resumed our trip home. That night I vowed that
one day I would own a Land Rover, but a new one was too expensive
for me on my teacher’s salary many years later. Used models were
never offered for sale because they were so constructed that they never
wore out, and thrifty farmers used them for ever.
When my wife and I emigrated to Canada in1967 and I was
receiving a salary three times my British one, our first vehicle was a
Land Rover. However the one we bought was not the pickup style.
Instead we were the proud owners of a brand new 1967 Safari model,
identical, even to the spare wheel on the bonnet, to the one in the
picture. It was bought from the dealer in St John’s, and I made the
trip from Labrador to Corner Brook to collect it. It was never the
most comfortable ride, but it was the ideal vehicle for the rough
unpaved roads on the Labrador Coast, our first home in Canada. And
thereby hangs a tale.
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I had accepted a teaching job in a new one-room school with
twenty one students from Grade One to Seven. We were provided
with a rent-free furnished residence attached to the single classroom.
One day in Fall just before lunchtime, the telephone rang, and a
local fisherman asked if I would bring my truck to tow someone with
a problem. I agreed and drove a short distance to where this man and
several others were waiting. A fish merchant had come to collect the
dried salt fish from the locals. He had driven off the road to the
stages, taken on a load of fish, and his truck was stuck in a very wet
bog. A crowd of men had tried for some time to free it, but without
success, so they asked the teacher to help. I pointed out that I had no
intention of driving my brand new vehicle over the bog. No problem,
they said. We have a long cable that will easily reach to the road.
So we connected about two hundred feet of cable between the
bogged truck and my Land Rover, and I put the Land Rover in fourwheel drive and the lowest gear of its eight, and slowly I began to
take up the slack, after telling them to wave their arms wildly if there
were any problems. In my rear-view mirror I kept my eye on the
truck and we began to move, at a slow walking pace. Then suddenly
many arms began waving so I stopped, walking back to investigate.
“She started moving,” said one man. “So why did you stop me?”
I asked. “Because the truck broke in half,” he replied with a grin.
And, sure enough, the cab had parted company from the box full of
fish, with the two halves of the chassis resting on the bog. Nothing
could be done except to transfer the fish to another truck. The
merchant tried to blame me for pulling his truck apart, to which I
replied that the old wreck was unfit to be on the road anyway. I had
to get back to the school then, but when we finished class in the
afternoon, another truck had taken the fish and everyone had gone.
A week or two later a fisherman named Mark came to see me. He
showed me a paper: the receipt for his catch of about ten quintals of
dried salt cod. Hasn’t he paid you for your fish? I asked. No, they
say he’s declared bankruptcy, he told me, and I can’t get him on the
phone or anything. I could say nothing other than to suggest he
contact a lawyer, but of course there was no way he could pay for
that. He never did get paid for his ten quintals of fish.
In those days fishermen in Labrador had extremely hard lives, and
sometimes never got paid for a summer of fishing. Mark was only in
his twenties but he had a wife, Mary, and a small baby. Their home
had only one room and was little more than a shed, but they had
indomitable hopes of making a liveable house out of it. He had seen
the big cardboard boxes our new furniture had arrived in, and he
asked, very timidly, if I wanted them. I gave them to him and he used
them as insulation in the walls of their little home before winter set in.
Eventually times improved for Mark and his family, and he
managed to convert their shed into a proper home with real insulation
in the walls. One evening a couple of years later they invited us for
a delicious dinner which included fresh seagull eggs, codfish with
cabbage and potatoes from Mary’s garden, fresh bread she baked
every week, and home-made bakeapple preserve. The women always
planted the vegetable gardens in summer and picked the bakeapples
on the ‘mesh’ in those days, while the men fished.
The fishermen all drove pickups, as they do here, so our Land
Rover Safari was a great source of interest in the village. I used it to
pull dories up slipways made of raw logs, and in emergencies when
the road was impassable for any vehicle without four-wheel-drive.
The last time I visited there, in the early 1990s, it was good to see
that everyone now had a real home, and behind Mark and Mary’s was
a weather-beaten old shack full of fishing gear.
— SLH
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SOME VERY PERSONAL COMMENTS
ON THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
IN THIS PRESENT YEAR OF GRACE 2017
In 1960, while I was attending the University of Sheffield, I met an
American girl named Susan who was spending a study year in
England and also attending the University. She returned home in
1961 and in 1962 we were married in the Florida city where she had
grown up. That was my first visit to the United States. Until then I
had never been anywhere outside the British Isles.
My father-in-law was a very typical American in many ways,
having grown up in rural Michigan and later obtained a PhD degree
in Biochemistry. In about 1945 he moved his young family to Florida
where he stayed the rest of his life. He had hated the cold Michigan
winters, and refused to install air conditioning in his house for the
summer, saying he had moved to Florida to avoid wintry weather, and
he would not pay for cold air he didn’t want. In other respects he was
a fairly typical American family man, not wealthy, but with a
comfortable income that enabled him to maintain his family well,
providing all of his four children with a good education.
From the time that I arrived in Florida for the marriage to his
daughter, my father-in-law assumed that I would become an American
citizen, which most young men probably would have done. And being
married to an American it would have been very easy to do. He was
most surprised and, I believe, disappointed, when he learned that I had
absolutely no desire to become a United States citizen, and my wife
was very happy to live in England.
Although my earning capacity would have been much greater in
‘the land of the free and the home of the brave’, I have never regretted
that decision. My wife supported my decision, and would herself have
taken British citizenship except for the fact that we began planning to
emigrate to Canada five years after our marriage. Both of us later
became Canadians. The ‘American Dream’ was not for us.
Now, with the events of the past year and the death of my wife
after 52 years of marriage, I am still glad that we never opted to live
in the USA. We made many visits there over the years, but it was
always a relief to return to Canada. One of our greatest regrets is that
our elder daughter moved to Florida to find work, and is now well
established there with her Canadian husband. Both are now full
American citizens as also is their son who was born there. Sadly, I
don’t expect them ever to return to live in Canada. Now, after the way
the political situation in America has changed during the last year, I
am even more relieved that I have remained a Canadian, though also
with occasional regrets that I forsook the land of my birth. However
that may be simply old age creeping upon me.
The Founding Fathers who formulated the American Declaration
of Independence and the Constitution sometimes seem to be the only
ones who have a clear vision of what democracy is. But their vision
has become dangerously tarnished, and if it is to be restored, a great
effort will be needed not only by all Americans, but by the rest of us,
Americans or not, who cherish and value the principles of democracy
embraced by their Constitution and ours too.
Old Abe Lincoln came out of the wilderness many long years ago,
but even then he must have had the clearest vision of the effort needed
to sustain the spirit of the original United States of America. Today,
with Homeland Security and the Great Wall of America along the
border with Mexico, he would surely have many misgivings if he
could see the damage that today’s President is doing to his beloved
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country. Abe Lincoln belonged to the Republican Party, but who
knows what Donald Trump belongs to?
To many of us on the outside looking in, it appears rather as if
modern Americans may have lost their way. One is forced to
question if Donald Trump has ever read Lincoln’s great speech at
Gettysburg. It is a model of both political intent and literary
conciseness memorialising those who died in the American Civil War
opposing slavery. (See The Reasons for Secession.) Edward Everett,
a politician, spoke for two hours, but scarcely anyone remembers it.
Lincoln spoke for about of two minutes.
I was first introduced to that speech in high school in England. I
never forgot it. You may be familiar with it, but please read it again
with particular attention to the bolded lines:
Fourscore and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on
this continent, a new nation, conceived in Liberty, and
dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.
Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether
that nation, or any nation so conceived and so dedicated, can
long endure. We are met on a great battle-field of that war.
We have come to dedicate a portion of that field, as a final
resting place for those who here gave their lives that that
nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we
should do this.
But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate—we can not
consecrate—we can not hallow—this ground. The brave men,
living and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it, far
above our poor power to add or detract. The world will little
note, nor long remember what we say here, but it can never
forget what they did here. It is for us the living, rather, to be
dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought
here have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be
here dedicated to the great task remaining before us—that
from these honoured dead we take increased devotion to that
cause for which they gave the last full measure of devotion—
that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died
in vain—that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth
of freedom—and that government of the people, by the people,
for the people shall not perish from the earth.
Delivered at Gettysburg, PA, USA, on 19 November 1863.
Of course, mistakes are made, and always will be, but perhaps the
American People have lost their way rather more disastrously in
today’s confusing maelstrom of profit-making, arms proliferation, and
wall-building, in the questionable belief that raw power is what will
Make America Great Again. It is not power, but character, that
makes a nation or a person great.
I believe that my father-in-law and Abe Lincoln, both of them as
American as they come, would be very sad if they were alive today.
— SLH
Footnote: Many maintain that the primary cause of the war was the
Southern states’ desire to preserve the institution of slavery. Others
minimize slavery and point to different factors, such as taxation or the
principle of States’ Rights. Click this quote to access the full article.
Read also The Declaration of Causes of Seceding States, primary
source documents prepared at the time by five seceding states.
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CHINA IS WINNING THE FUTURE - HERE’S HOW
and
CHINA IS SELLING MORE ELECTRIC VEHICLES
THAN THE USA - AND IT’S NOT EVEN CLOSE
Once more the United States of America gets the headline, but this
one is shared with China. Unfortunately, the affliction described in
the first article is also applicable to Canada since we are merely a
single hair on the wagging tail of the big American dog. For too long
we have followed the road defined by the USA, not realising that it
was the proverbial rosy road to becoming inconsequential on the
world scene, if not to actual destruction. With NAFTA possibly on
the rocks, we Canadians must develop other markets. This is a good
time for Canada to enter world markets with innovations, as China is
doing, but we have been slow to pick up on opportunities such as the
growing market for solar and wind products.
Trump has begun his promise of dismantling measures designed
by earlier American
administrations to protect the
environment. Meanwhile, China
is investing jointly in electric
cars with GM: the Bajan E100.
In 2013 China surpassed the
USA for the number of electric
vehicles registered, with the
latest score being 352,000 for
China against 159,000 for USA. Some experts put China’s total a
little lower, about 250,000 vehicles, but it still beats the USA and
certainly Canada quite handily.
By undoing much of the progressive environmental legislation of
earlier Presidents and allowing, if not actively encouraging, a return
to hydrocarbons like coal, Trump
is impairing his country’s future
progress. By pandering to the
less than 50% of American
voters who elected him in 2016,
he is actually putting the clock
back by fifty years or more,
making USA one of the few
nations reducing its antipollution efforts.
Pollution such as that shown in the accompanying picture is a
fantastic nostalgia trip for those who grew up in the age of steam, but
it is surely not healthy, nor is it appreciated by the people whose
homes are nearby! Yet the pollution from coal-burning railway
locomotives was a minor concern when compared with that put out by
factories and thousands of homes that heated with coal. It was the
main cause of London smog and the early morning soot pellets that
afflicted many industrial cities in northern England. But even coal
producers know that the heyday of coal is past. Fossil fuel, even coal,
may be burned in small amounts, and those machines will always have
a place in museums. Donald J Trump may belong there too!
Meanwhile, China, once the sleeping giant of the far east, is fast
emerging from its long sleep. China’s population of 1.379 billion
people in 2016 outnumbers four times the USA’s 323.1 million in the
same year. This allows China to develop viable markets at home, in
preparation for moving out to regions like North and South America
and Africa which offer additional scope for exploitation.
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Although the Chinese do not yet possess wealth like the
Americans, things are changing. While many Chinese are still poor
peasants, there are increasing opportunities for them to advance their
wealth in factories that supply cheap household goods to western
countries. At the same time the USA has relatively few who fall into
that category, so that while Americans may slowly increase their
standard of living, millions of Chinese have more chance to do the
same. This allows Chinese entrepreneurs to develop electric vehicles
so that the moment they appear on North American and other
markets, they will become popular as did Toyota in the seventies.
While it is true that the Chinese economy today still lags that of
the USA, when Chinese electric cars inevitably appear on the
American market, they will attract buyers. Electric vehicles will
appear in vast numbers, and American manufacturers will be
scrambling to catch up, just as they did when high gas prices made
smaller cars popular in the 1970s. But the regressive Trump
Presidency may cause them to miss the boat.
The Chinese have a number of other advantages over the
Americans and indeed most Western nations. Both the USA, and
Canada in particular, know that larger populations are necessary in
order to compete effectively on the world scene: consumer demand
at home creates the conditions for successful exporting. The USA
already has a substantial population, but Canada needs about 30%
more now. China has more than enough, and a scholarship incentive
system makes it possible for able young people to rise to positions of
influence in business and industry. Canada lags there too.
China is also taking great interest in other developing nations. In
Africa and South America it is establishing Chinese-controlled
industry, ensuring itself future markets for its products and a supply
of raw materials which it imports for use in its own industries. The
Republic of South Africa is an important recipient of this attention,
but it is expanding widely throughout both Africa and South America.
While still second to the USA, China is quickly catching up, and
its recent investment in Western economies is giving it a competitive
edge that it has not hitherto possessed. It is also very likely, barring
any unfortunate and unexpected international events, that within a
couple of generations China will eclipse the Western nations in Africa
(China is expanding its Economic Influence in Africa) and South
America (China’s Presence in Latin America) where Western nations
are paying little attention. The American withdrawal from the TransPacific Partnership has given China a perfect opportunity to develop
influence. Europe and North America will also be subject to similar
Chinese pressures. As a result the little Chinese electric cars may
soon be found not only in developing countries of Africa and South
America, where European and North American products are too
costly to compete, but in developed markets too, enabling the urban
poor to own one.
In conclusion, if Trump continues his isolationist policies, they
may backfire with much more serious consequences than expected,
with the opposite effect than to “Make America Great Again”.
— SLH
For further information and commentary, visit:
Environmental policy of the Donald Trump administration
Trump’s Foreign-Policy Revolution
Why Americans Should Fight Donald Trump's Isolationism
And about Smog:
New York City smog
Days of toxic darkness - reminiscence from 2002 of London Smog
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BOMBARDIER Canada vs BOEING USA
The Bombardier Group of companies is quite well-known to most
Canadians. Until the last few years, it has been one of our most
important providers of high-tech employment and a leading earner of
export dollars. Joseph-Armand Bombardier (1907-1964), the
founder, is well-known as the inventor of the first motorised snow
machine. Only seven were sold during the winter of 1936-37, but
today Bombardier’s and similar machines have changed the face of
off-road winter transportation.
Since then the company has grown exponentially, introducing the
popular yellow Skidoo which revolutionised winter travel in the
Canadian north, especially in Bombardier’s home province, Québec.
Soon a variety of models became available, as well as the Seadoo, a
water machine resembling the Skidoo; then trains and aircraft
followed, supplying transportation markets not only in North
America, but also in Europe and further afield. In fact, Bombardier
has made Canada a world leader in transportation equipment and also
a provider of thousands of well-paid high-tech jobs in Canada and
other countries.
The latest Bombardier aircraft is the C-Series medium range
passenger aircraft designed to carry up to 133 passengers. It made its
first flight in 2013, and has been well received by the airline business.
Unfortunately some ten years ago the company ran into
management and financial difficulties in the early 2000s, and since
then has received substantial infusions of cash from both the federal
and provincial governments. In both instances the money was needed
to keep the Company solvent, preventing the loss of thousands of
valuable jobs. But it is this government support that has caused the
present problems, just as the Company was beginning to get back on
its feet. Only 14 aircraft have been built as of 2017 June 30.
The Boeing Company was founded more than a hundred years ago
in Seattle, Washington, by William E Boeing and is now among the
world’s largest builders of civilian and military aircraft, the largest
defence contractor, and the largest American exporter. Boeing far
outsizes Bombardier many times. It is said that Boeing produces
more 737s in a month than Bombardier could produce of C-Series in
a year, not to mention all Boeing’s other profitable enterprises.
Boeing’s complaint is that Bombardier received subsidies from the
Governments of Québec and Canada. Boeing argues that this enables
Bombardier to sell their C-Series aircraft at prices well below their
real value, thus undercutting Boeing’s market. This is known as
“dumping” (selling a product below what it costs to produce) and
NAFTA has specific arrangements to deal with it. However there are
several problems that may impinge on the charge of dumping:
1. Bombardier’s C-Series aircraft are of a size for which Boeing has
no competing model, so dumping accusations should not apply.
2. Boeing produces many more civilian aircraft than Bombardier
can, giving it the advantage of more efficient production costs.
3. Boeing receives gigantic financial benefits from the American
Government and others for armaments contracts. Bombardier has
no such advantages of scale.
These three arguments are really irrelevant but may indicate Boeing’s
unease with the excellent quality reports generated by the C-Series
aircraft that have been put into service; Boeing may wish to scotch
Bombardier while it is still relatively weak and recovering from its
financial troubles. Moreover, other civilian aircraft manufacturers,
such as Airbus in Europe, and Embraer in Brazil (which has objected
previously) may join with Boeing’s complaint.
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Canadians may be tempted to say the financial arrangements
between Bombardier and Airbus, regardless of their nature, is no
business of Boeing, and this is true. But, given the American
paranoia regarding government subsidies (they call it “creeping
socialism”) it is easy to see where the objection could originate,
particularly in the current American political/economic climate. Also,
the USA with its enormous wealth and industrial power, has the
ability to damage, if not to actually cripple, most of any opposition
that may arise. This capability is undoubtedly more of a danger than
it ever was before Trump’s Presidency.
An alternative course of action for Canada could be simply to
ignore Boeing’s complaint, but this would be useless. Boeing could
bring its complaint to NAFTA under Chapter 19 which specifically
deals with antidumping. Retaliatory moves could also be made by the
American government, possibly resulting in additional restrictions on
our exports in other totally unrelated areas such as softwood lumber,
seafood products, etc. Such complaints may literally take years to be
resolved once they enter litigation, and the American government will
certainly not ignore them. The sheer size of the USA compared with
Canada means that our moves have to be very shrewdly handled
In a surprise move on 2017 October 16, Bombardier announced
an arrangement with Europe’s Airbus, a main competitor in the
passenger aircraft construction business. Essentially this deal
involves the sale to Airbus of a 50.01% majority share in the C-Series
part of Bombardier’s business. This is expected to enable Airbus to
build Bombardier C-Series aircraft specifically for the American
market in its Mobile, Alabama plant, thereby avoiding the almost
300% import duties that have been threatened on Bombardier sales in
America. C-Series units ordered by non-American airlines would
continue to be built in Canada and Belfast, Northern Ireland.
Boeing already dislikes Airbus, but may find itself unable to do
anything about this deal, particularly since Airbus and Bombardier
will merge the C-Series part of the Canadian business for the
American market and build them in The USA. Time will tell if
Boeing can find a way to object to the plan, but since it will generate
jobs in USA, it fits Trump’s Made in America policy. Sandy
Stimpson, Mayor of Mobile, is confident it will work. The
arrangement does not affect the Airbus A320, a bigger aircraft than
Bombardier’s C-Series.
For the moment the issue remains unresolved, perhaps until the
NAFTA negotiations are completed, since it is clearly affected by
whatever regulations are finally agreed on in the revised NAFTA.
Additionally, there is no guarantee that Trump will not abruptly
change the conditions, most likely making them even more stringent,
and it seems fairly certain that Boeing will maintain its effort to keep
Bombardier out as long as possible. The outlook does not appear
very encouraging for Canada because the USA always has the benefit
of size and can simply walk away from any settlement whenever it
pleases. Bombardier’s link with Airbus may be the most promising
key to developing C-Series sales in Europe and perhaps in other
regions to replace what would be lost in the USA, though it is
questionable whether sales of the C-Series aircraft in Europe or even
the rest of the world would make up for the loss of sales to American
airlines as they are the world’s biggest.
With Trump now in office and aggressively pursuing his ‘America
First’ protectionist policies, many previously soluble situations are
much more complex than a year ago. As our NAFTA negotiators are
discovering, dealing with the USA has become rather like crossing a
minefield where each step has the potential to be your last. — SLH
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THE CASE FOR IMPEACHMENT

AN ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE TASK
One of the difficulties in understanding Donald Trump is that he does
not fit the mould of a typical politician. In fact, he is not a politician,
does not fit the standard image of one, and appears incapable of
learning. He is loose-mouthed, has little regard for the truth, and he
has almost no idea of what democratic governing means, especially
in the role of President of the USA which is vastly different from
running a large international business.
The leader who controls the most power in the world needs to be
a stable, reliable person with a strong moral character, a profound
understanding of human nature, a well-grounded knowledge of
politics both at home and abroad, the ability to get along with other
people, and the strength of character to deal with frustration and
failure. Very few people will have all these characteristics and
capabilities when they take office, nor can they be expected to. But
they must have some of them—and the more, the better—while, at the
same time, learning the rest.
Donald Trump does not exhibit many of those Presidential
qualities. Maybe he has some, but he doesn’t show them when it
matters, and he seems unwilling to learn. However, his billionaire
friend of thirty years, Thomas Barrack (not to be confused with
Barack Obama) says, perhaps a little ruefully, “He thinks he has to be
loyal to his base. I keep on saying, ‘But who is your base? You don’t
have a natural base. Your base now is the world and America, so
you have all these constituencies; show them who you really are.’”
And Mr Barrack adds the words, “In my opinion, he’s better than
this.” So far, almost no evidence of this has been forthcoming.
— SLH
Read the entire article about Barrack and Trump written by Michael
Kranish and published in The Washington Post on 2017 October 11.
It is well written and provides some fresh and even surprising insight
into Donald Trump. For more on Barrack himself, click here. That
may also surprise you.
Readers may also find the following of interest:
Comparing Hillary Clinton, Donald Trump on the Truth-O-Meter
EDITOR’S COMMENT
Yes, I admit to spending a lot of time on Donald Trump. But the facts
are that he has tremendous influence in the world, despite or because
of his controversial words and behaviour. And as much as we
Canadians may wish otherwise, as America’s closest neighbours along
with Mexico, we cannot escape the fallout, both literal and
metaphorical, of his actions, particularly now while NAFTA is being
renegotiated. We must also be aware that there is a significant
number of Canadians who support him and may wish that we had a
politician like him.
If any readers would like to express opinions or raise other points
about our relations with Trump and his USA, please submit your
comments in writing by email or on paper and I will attempt to
publish some of them in a future issue.

Trump seems finally to be getting his act together and making an
effort to do a bit of real governing instead of tweeting lies and threats
which have been characteristic of the first ten months of his
Presidency. The most striking is his focus to work on what he has
correctly, for once, identified as perhaps the greatest emergency
facing the USA (as also in Canada) — the Opioid epidemic. This is
indeed a welcome change, but it remains to be seen just how strongly
he supports efforts to eradicate the scourge of these drugs. If he is
simply putting out a smokescreen to hide his lack of good governance,
while avoiding one more task that others will have to complete, then
his failure continues.
He has a strong tendency to blow hot and cold on almost
everything except those matters that seem to threaten his own
personal standing, a characteristic totally inappropriate for a President
or any head of government in a democracy. A president, a premier,
or the head of any human institution has to show positive leadership.
Negativity is a failing tactic. If all he can do is to make
unsubstantiated or partially false verbal attacks on others, bolstered
by the introduction of “fake information”, which has been one of the
most outstanding hallmarks of his career to date in the White House,
then he is destined to real failure.
His approach to North Korea is the key example. Kim Jong-un is
a danger to world peace. It is also true for most non-North Koreans
that the world would be a better place without him, but he is there and
the world has to deal with him. Trump’s threatening attitude has
succeeded in only angering Kim even more, and making the Korean
Peninsula the world’s most dangerous hotspot. Trump has
endangered his own country, but that danger is minuscule compared
with the danger that exists to South Korea and the entire region for a
thousand miles around North Korea. If Kim were to decide to fire the
first shot—and he is unstable enough to do so—South Korea would
be first to feel the brunt of retaliation. True, the USA would also feel
it, but so would the rest of the world. Countries like Japan within a
thousand miles of Pyongyang would be devastated.
Tom Steyer knows this, and it is for this reason that he has begun
his project to start an ‘Impeach Trump’ movement using his own
personal wealth. He has described Trump as “a clear and present
danger” to democracy around the world. So far, however, his call has
gained little support among the influential members of the American
political establishment, who seem to be treating Steyer as something
of a crank. Even many of the Democrats are wavering in their efforts
to control Trump’s excesses, and a substantial number of Republicans
in Congress continue to allow things to happen without their input.
A few Democrats have expressed feelings that Trump is damaging
the country, but with the inaction of so many of both Houses of
Congress, the outcome is a moot question. A partial list of elected
Senators and Representatives who have declared themselves for
Impeachment includes Al Green & Sheila Jackson (both Texas),
Steve Cohen (Tennessee), Brad Sherman (California),
Pramila Jayapal (Washington), Danny K Davis (Illinois),
Yvette Clarke (New York), and Marcy Kaptur (Ohio). All are
Democrats. It remains to be seen whether Steyer’s movement to
impeach Trump will catch on, and of course support will be needed
from Republican congress members.
— SLH
References: A Campaign to Impeach; Tom Steyer.

