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LARK HARBOUR SANTA CLAUS PARADE YORK HARBOUR

The two towns of Lark Harbour and York Harbour held their joint Annual Santa Claus Parade on Saturday, 2016-12-10. Last year Mother
Nature rained on the Parade, although it was as always a success, while this year it was a little snowy and cold, but more than a dozen floats
took part. The Parade began at Lark Harbour wharf, continued to the eastern end of York Harbour and finished at York Harbour Community
Hall where Santa presided and refreshments were available for everyone, no doubt much appreciated by those who rode along on open floats.
Much hard work had been put into creating the floats, and many were new this year while some were refurbished from last year. Many thanks
to all those whose time and effort, both visibly and behind-the-scenes, went into creating a fine opening for the Christmas Season.

More pictures on last two pages
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BUSINESS & ORGANISATION DIRECTORY

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
LH=Lark Harbour
YH=York Harbour
JB=John’s Beach
HC=Holy Communion MP=Morning Prayer EP=Evening Prayer
P&P=Prayer & Praise HB=Baptism
MHS=Mem Hymn Sing
M Full Moon
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7:00pm, LH, HC, The Naming of Jesus
11:00am, LH, HC, The Baptism of the Lord
M Full Moon
11:00am, LH, Epiphany 2, MP
11:00am, LH, Epiphany 3
11:00am, LH, Epiphany 4

2017

MARCH

1st
5th
8th
11th
12th

Wed
Sun
Wed
Sat
Sun

15th
19th
20th
22nd
26th
29th

Wed
Sun
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Wed
Sun
Wed

Several local businesses supported the BLOW·ME·DOWNER
in the past. Their inclusion here is a recognition of that support.
Other local businesses will be included at their request.
! Byrne’s Store, Main Street. York Harbour
groceries, hardware, gas & diesel, souvenirs

681-2040

! Captain Cook B&B & Cottages, York Harbour
Email: info@captaincookbb.ca
681-2906; 1-877-681-2906
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7:00pm, LH, Epiphany 5
M Full Moon
11:00am, LH, Epiphany 6
11:00am, LH, Epiphany 7
11:00am, LH, Transfiguration of our Lord

2017

2017 January 06 Friday

2017

Ash Wednesday - LH, 3:30pm
Lent 1, LH, 7:00pm
7:00pm - LH, Midweek Lenten Service
Clocks forward 1 hour for Daylight Saving Time
Lent 2, LH, 11:00am
M Full Moon
7:00pm - JB, Midweek Lenten Service
Lent 3, LH, 11:00am
Spring Equinox
7:00pm - LH, Midweek Lenten Service
Lent 4, LH, 11:00am
7:00pm - JB, Midweek Lenten Service

! Creative Photography by Linda, 131 Main St, Lark Hr
Email: creativephotographyraphybylinda9@gmail.com
131 Main St, Lark Harbour
709-681-2255
www.creativephotography-bylinda.com
! Curling ONE Stop Service Station, Corner Brook
automotive repairs, servicing, fuel

785-2619

! Drop In Lounge, 23 Main Street, Lark Harbour
entertainment, food, licenced

681-2103

! Eddie Joyce, MHA, Bay of Islands, Corner Brook
Member, House of Assembly.

634-7883

! Sheppard’s Clover Farm Store, Lark Harbour
groceries, hardware, gas, Sears agency, marine

681-2160

! The Roost, Gift Shop and Gallery, York Harbour
sea glass, paintings, handmade glass beads

681-2341

! ! ! Please support our local enterprises ! ! !
A Happy and Prosperous New Year to Everyone
Visit our Webpage to review eleven years of past issues of

2017
Apr 2nd
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May 10th
14th
22nd
June 9th
18th
21st
th
Jul 9
Aug 7th
Sep 4th
6th
22nd
Oct 5th
8th
9th
24th
Nov 4th
Dec 3rd

ADVANCE DATES
Sun
Sun
Tues
Sun
Wed
Sun
Mon
Fri
Sun
Mon
Sun
Mon
Mon
Wed
Fri
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Tues
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Palm Sunday
M Full Moon
EASTER DAY
M Full Moon
Mothers’ Day
Victoria Day
M Full Moon
Fathers’ Day
Summer Solstice
M Full Moon
M Full Moon
Labour Day
M Full Moon
Autumn Equinox
M Full Moon (Harvest Moon)
Thanksgiving Sunday
Thanksgiving Holiday, Canada
United Nations Day
M Full Moon
M Full Moon

Items of local, national & world interest, editorial opinion,
obituaries, historical information, photographs, and even
some previously unpublished fiction at
www.blowmedowner.webs.com

If you wonder how Canada and its PM are viewed in
other countries, specifically the United Kingdom, take
a look at this article from The Guardian, one of
Britain’s most respected and widely-read daily
newspapers.
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/dec/15/just
in-trudeau-interview-globalisation-climate-change-tr
ump
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Opinion

THE FUTURE OF
THE TRUMP PRESIDENCY
Donald Trump is not yet inaugurated as President of the United States,
although events are inexorably moving along, despite the remarks,
even warnings, of some American constitutional authorities.
One such authority is Laurence Henry Tribe, born 1941 October
10. He is a Professor of Constitutional Law at Harvard University,
one of America’s most prestigious universities. He holds several
degrees, including A.B. (Bachelor of Arts) degree in Mathematics,
summa cum laude from Harvard College, and J.D., magna cum laude,
a Doctor of Law degree from Harvard Law School. Among other
qualifications, these distinctions make Professor Tribe one of
America’s most authoritative legal experts, and he is also very
knowledgeable about the US Constitution. He has written several
papers dealing with Donald Trump’s relationship with the US
Presidency, and the possible implications of some of his actions even
before his inauguration to the Presidency which, barring any new and
serious obstacles, will occur on 2016 January 20th.
In his paper written with Norman L Eisen and Richard Painter,
Professor Tribe has quoted the so-called Emoluments clause of the
American Constitution which states :
No Title of Nobility shall be granted by the United States: And
no Person holding any Office of Profit or Trust under them,
shall, without the Consent of the Congress, accept of any
present, Emolument, Office, or Title, of any kind whatever,
from any King, Prince, or foreign State.
Article I, Section 9, Clause 8
A clause of this nature is difficult to enforce unless it is defined in
very specific terms. This is why the only permissible exceptions
require the consent of the Congress, which would involve debate and
a vote, and any contravention would be much easier to deal with, as
such a matter would clearly be prohibited before it even occurred;
thus, in Tribe’s words, rather than guard against such corruption by
punishing it after the fact, the Framers [of the US Constitution]
concluded that the proper solution is to write a strict rule into the
Constitution itself . (Eigen, Painter & Tribe, page 7)
It has been suggested that the Clause may not be applicable to the
President, even after he is inaugurated on 2017 January 20th.
However, when asked about President Obama’s receipt of the Nobel
Peace Prize, the answer was , the President surely “holds an Office of
Profit or Trust”. [See footnote 29 on page 7: David J. Barron,
Applicability of the Emoluments Clause and the Foreign Gifts and
Decorations Act to the President’s Receipt of the Nobel Peace Prize,
33 Op. O.L.C. 1, 4 (2009).]
In the Conclusion to their paper, Eisen, Painter & Tribe make the
following comments:
The Emoluments Clause, until recently not much discussed
because its constraints have been taken for granted,
constitutes a clear barrier to the intermingling of business and
governmental interests that Donald J. Trump proposes to
build into his conduct of the Presidency. That is a
conclusion without partisan or ideological inflection; it would
apply with equal force to any person or party occupying this
position of public trust. . . It is plain that a President
Trump would be subject to removal from office for the
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intentional abuse of power that this manifestly
unconstitutional intermingling of private and public concerns
would entail. . . But that this looming constitutional shadow
over his time in office would grievously disserve the people of
the United States is beyond doubt.
The Electoral College members met in December to cast their votes,
and of the total of 538 votes the final result was: Trump 304, Clinton
227. A minimum of 270 votes was needed by the winner, and Trump
clearly exceeded that number. There was the possibility that some
twenty or so delegates to the Electoral College could legally change
their vote from support of Trump, but aside from a few brave souls
whose words came to nothing, almost everyone voted as expected. It
seemed the appetite was entirely lacking to do anything to minimise
the damage Trump may do to American international relations and
their traditional allies, even though several states had no law requiring
their delegates to vote for the candidate who had received the most
votes in that state. (This is also the case with MPs elected in our own
system.)
So now, the only action to be taken would be for Trump’s policies
and actions to be closely monitored and for impeachment processes
to be started if warranted. But impeachment is a long and
complicated process that has only been initiated four times in the
entire history of the United States since 1776. It has never been
followed through to completion. The four presidents involved—
Andrew Johnson, **
1865-1868;
John Tyler,
1841-1845;
Richard M Nixon,
1968-1976; and
William J Clinton,
1992-2000
—either resigned voluntarily, or were acquitted by vote of the Senate.
In other words, Donald Trump appears to be set for at least one
four-year term as President unless he upsets or angers so many people
that impeachment becomes what a large number of Americans want.
Considering the support Trump received in the recent vituperative
election campaign, it will require a thick-skinned, strong and
determined individual to take on the task. It seems therefore that
Trump may be secure as President until 2020.
— SLH
** As Vice-President, Andrew Johnson became President after the
assassination of Abraham Lincoln whose term of office he completed.
It is an interesting coincidence that after John F Kennedy’s
assassination in 1963, he was succeeded by his VP who was also
named Johnson (Lyndon B Johnson).

THE DOOMSDAY CLOCK
Last changed about eleven months ago on 2016 January 26,
the Doomsday Clock was set at three minutes to midnight.
It will be interesting to see if any changes are made in the New
Year 2017, given the events of 2016, many of which, to say
the least, have been disturbing.
Click on the title above for further information.
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JOHN CECIL ROOSSINCK

DORIS MABEL ROBERTS

1942 November 24 - 2016 December 07
CORNER BROOK, NL

1949 - 2016
Late of LARK HARBOUR, NL

How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of him that bringeth good
tidings, that publisheth peace; that
bringeth good tidings of good, that
publisheth salvation; that saith unto
Zion, Thy God reigneth! Isaiah 52:7
John Cecil Roossinck, 74, of Corner
Brook, NL was peacefully called
home to be with his Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ on Wednesday,
December 7, 2016.
Cecil was born in Grand Rapids,
Michigan, USA, on November 24th,
1942. He and his wife Marjorie (Pilkington) were married on August
22, 1970. Together, in obedience to the Lord’s call on their lives, they
moved to the Island to preach the gospel. For many summers in
numerous communities, the message of peace with God was
proclaimed to all who came to the Gospel Tent meetings.
Cecil and Marjorie started a small Christian bookstore, Bible Truth
Supply, in the basement of their home in 1973. In the early 1980s it
was expanded and moved to 35 Broadway. After a fire destroyed the
building in 2002, the business moved to 98 Broadway. Later the store
moved into the Valley Mall where it continues today.
Cecil is the beloved husband of Marjorie (Pilkington); Father to Reg
& (Beth) Roossinck - grandchildren Erin and Colin of Bolton, ON;
Bernie & (Becky) Roossinck – grandchildren Shannon, Brittney,
Rachel and Allison of Grant, MI; Benjie Roossinck of Corner Brook,
NL; Ruth & (Joe) VandenBerg – grandchildren Josiah, Caleb, Sarah,
Elizabeth, Hannah, Silas and Benjamin of Cedar Springs, MI; and
Bethany Roossinck of Corner Brook, NL.
Friends may visit at Fillatre’s Funeral Home at 216 Curling St on
Sunday, December 11th, 2016 from 2-4 PM and 7-9 PM. The funeral
service will be held on Monday December 12th, 2016 at Fillatre’s
Funeral Chapel, 4 St Mark’s Ave at 10:30 AM. Interment to follow
at Mt. Patricia cemetery.
We offer our heartfelt condolences to Cecil’s family in
their personal loss, but we know that he is now in the
blessed presence of his Lord and Saviour. Cecil was a
man of great faith and sincerity, and his many years of
work in the Bay of Islands will long be remembered
with respect and gratitude by all who knew him.

It is with great sadness that the
family of Doris Roberts (Alley)
announce her passing on Friday,
November 25, 2016 at Sir Thomas
Roddick Hospital, Stephenville.
She is survived by her loving and
devoted husband of 45 years
Hector and her precious son Alan,
mother Mary Alley, sister Sheila
and her husband Thomas Dicks,
nephew Joseph Callahan and niece
Janice Mahar, brothers and
sisters-in-law, Arthur Roberts
(Lynne), Winne Dingwell (Jim),
Ina Park (Gordon), Barbara Mosher
(Roy), Shirley Parsons, Linda (Paige) Dwayne, Christine Sheppard,
Gertrude Roberts and her very special friends Sharon Childs and
Martin Benoit as well as a large circle of family and friends.
She was predeceased by her infant daughter, Melanie Dawn, her
father Llewelyn Alley and brothers-in-law Terrence Roberts, Dave
Parsons, Eric Sheppard, and aunts and uncles.
Doris touched the hearts of everyone who knew her. She was a very
dedicated community leader, going above and beyond in service and
devotion. She was active in the church starting at the age of eight as
an organist and continuing later as the president of the ACW. Doris
was active in the communities of the Bay of Islands and Bay St.
George. She loved music and played with the groups Revelation and
Strong Winds. Special thanks to the staff of Sir Thomas Roddick
Hospital who provided exceptional care.
Visitation took place on Monday, November 28th from 7 - 9pm at
St George’s Anglican Church, Robinson’s, NL, from where the
funeral service was held on Tuesday, November 29, 2016 at 2:00pm,
with Rev Ruby Carter officiating. Inurnment in the Anglican
Cemetery, Jeffrey’s, NL, took place following the service.
As expressions of sympathy in lieu of flowers donations can be made
to a charity of ones’ choice. Funeral arrangements have been
entrusted to Fillatre’s Funeral Home, Stephenville Crossing, NL..
Doris will be remembered with affection by the many
students she taught during her years as a Primary
Teacher at St James School, Lark Harbour. We send
our condolences to her family and friends at this their
sad time of loss.
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R. MERLE SHEPPARD

MARILYN IRENE SHEPPARD

1957 September 30 – 2016 December 26
LARK HARBOUR, NL

1965 September 21 – 2016 December 26
LARK HARBOUR, NL

T IS WITH GREAT SADNESS that the family of the

I

late Merle Sheppard announce his tragic
passing in Lark Harbour, with his wife Marilyn at
his side on Monday, December 26, 2016 at the
age of 59 years.
He leaves to mourn with fond and loving
memories, his son Michael Sheppard;
grand-daughter Jasmine; siblings: Mary Youden,
Virginia (Ralph Lethbridge), Roxanne (Oliver
Youden), Beaton Sheppard (Karen), Alicia
(William Sloan), Brian Sheppard (Kim), and
Llewelyn Sheppard (Marsha); as well as a large
circle of nieces, nephews, other relatives and
friends. He was predeceased by his parents: Cyril and Priscilla
Sheppard; brothers: Scott and Edward Sheppard and brother-in-law
Lowell Youden.
Friends may visit St. James Anglican Church in Lark Harbour on
Thursday 7-9 p.m. and Friday 2-4 & 7-9 p.m., from where the funeral
service will take place on Saturday, December 31, 2016 at 2:00 p.m.
with Rev. David Taylor officiating. Interment will follow at the church
cemetery. As expressions of sympathy, flowers are graciously
accepted or donations may be made to St. James Anglican Church
Memorial Fund. Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to Country
Haven Funeral Home, Corner Brook. The family guest book may be
signed by visiting www.country-haven.ca .

We offer our sincere and heartfelt condolences
to the families of Merle and Marilyn in their
tragic loss of their loved ones, especially at this
time of year which should be a time of family
happiness, rejoicing, and a new start.
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T IS WITH GREAT SADNESS that the family of the

I

late Marilyn Irene Sheppard announce her
tragic passing in Lark Harbour, with her husband
Merle at her side on Monday, December 26, 2016
at the age of 51 years.
She leaves to mourn with fond and loving
memories, her son Michael Sheppard;
grand-daughter Jasmine; mother Marjorie Larkin;
siblings: William Larkin (Brenda), Terry Larkin,
Shawn Larkin (Linda), Robert Larkin (Beverley),
Paul Larkin (Laura), Shirley Allen (Ron), Sandra
Larkin (Brian), Tammy Pennell (Corey), and
Tracy Joyce (Alfred); as well as a large circle of
nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends. She was predeceased by
her father Roy Larkin and sister Julie Sheppard.
Friends may visit St. James Anglican Church in Lark Harbour on
Thursday 7-9 p.m. and Friday 2-4 & 7-9 p.m., from where the funeral
service will take place on Saturday, December 31, 2016 at 2:00 p.m.
with Rev. David Taylor officiating. Interment will follow at the
church cemetery. As expressions of sympathy, flowers are graciously
accepted or donations may be made to St. James Anglican Church
Memorial Fund. Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to Country
Haven Funeral Home, Corner Brook. The family guest book may be
signed by visiting www.country-haven.ca .

We offer our sincere and heartfelt condolences
to the families of Merle and Marilyn in their
tragic loss of their loved ones, especially at this
time of year which should be a time of family
happiness, rejoicing, and a new start.
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The Town
of

Lark Harbour
Minutes of Regular Council Meeting of 2016 November 28
[Approved by Council for publication]
Present: Mayor:
Deputy Mayor:
Councillors:
Clerks:

Jamie Park
Melanie Joyce
Rose Sheppard, Richard Sheppard,
Kimberley Herritt
Peggy Sheppard (Recording)
Joanna Pottle

Meeting commenced at 6:00pm.
! Minutes of Meetings of October 24th and Special Meetings of
November 3rd and November 8th adopted as read.
! Water/Sewer Update: Prime Consulting agreements between the
Town of Lark Harbour and Anderson Engineering Ltd have been
signed and returned.
! Municipal Plan: Council members to review sample plan. Will
delay proceeding on this until after the completion of water/sewer.
! Budget 2017: Further discussion and review of draft.
! CEEP 2016-2017: Work is being done on the breakwater. To date
workers have enough materials to complete the sections as
discussed. Review of letter from a resident. Clerk directed to
contact resident for further clarification.
! Financial Report approved. No accounts payable at this time.
! Budget Variance Report: Included with 2017 budget.
! Building Permits approved as on attached list.
! Write Off of $373.61 approved.
! Gas Tax: Discussion on possible projects for Gas Tax funding.
These funds are currently in place for water/sewer, but because
Phase 2 funding is not Municipal Capital Works funding, but
rather Clean Water and Wastewater funding, Gas Tax funding
cannot be used as part of the municipal share. Resolution was
made to cancel the current Capital Investment Plan Project #:
133-2014-5058 – Drinking Water System – Approved amount
$145,995, which states the Gas Tax funding will be used for the
water/sewer project.
! Financial Statements: A motion was made to change auditor from
BDO to Brian Hillier.
! Christmas Newsletter: Review of draft letter.
! Tree Lighting: Annual Christmas Tree Lighting will take place on
Thursday, December 1, 2016.
! Annual Christmas Parade to take place on Saturday, December
10th. Parade will start at 11am Down Below and proceed to York
Harbour. Refreshments will be served at the York Harbour Hall.
Clerk directed to contact RCMP and request police escort.
! 2017 Assessment Service Fee: This fee has decreased from
$13,020 to $12,964.

2017 January 06 Friday

! Motion made to repair old speakers for upstairs at a cost of
$161.00 plus HST
! Reviewed complaint from resident regarding water running on
property. Agreed to follow up with this issue.
! Clerk to reply to request for repairs/upgrades to Bottle Cove.
! Review of financial reports from Chase the Ace Committee
! Canada 150 - retabled
! Cabox GeoPark and James Cook 250 General Meeting – Meeting
held on November 28th.
! All correspondence reviewed with no follow up necessary.
Meeting adjourned at 9:05pm

A SPECIAL WORD OF THANKS
TO OUR OWN LOCAL
FIRST RESPONDERS
Thanks to all those who volunteer in
any capacity to keep our communities
operating smoothly.
Particular thanks to our Volunteer
Firefighters who give their time and
effort to keep us safe, and sometimes
to save our lives.
There are times as we have seen at
least twice in the last couple of years
when our Firefighters were called to
the scene of an accident.
For many of them those scenes will
stay in their memory for the rest of
their lives. It is specially traumatic
when they arrive at the scene of an
accident where there are serious
injuries or loss of life, but these men
and women are there when we need
them most.
Thank you all for your care and
devotion to the duty you have freely
chosen.
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THE WARMING
OF
PLANET EARTH
The warming of our little planet has become a common talking point,
often in a joking manner, as if we don’t really believe it is happening.
But the facts are that it has been happening with increasing speed ever
since the Industrial Revolution began about 300 years ago.
Climatologists are warning that it has taken 300 years to reach the
point we are at today, and we are still pumping vast quantities of
hydrocarbons into the atmosphere at an alarming rate.
How often during a spell of cold wintry weather such as we
experienced before the Christmas of 2016 and during the extremely
long and cold winter of 2015 have you heard people say things like
“So this is Global Warming? Heaven help us if we get Global
Cooling!” I have said such things myself. Maybe we can be excused
for being a bit sceptical when in early December we are attacked by
the Polar Vortex, that deep southward-swing of the old faithful Jet
Stream that dominates our weather in the Northern Hemisphere. But
ironically those violent wintry conditions are an indirect result of
climate warming, and such extreme temperature swings are becoming
more frequent.
The Polar Ice Caps are melting. The glaciers are shrinking. The
permafrost is turning into mud and bogland. Polar bears are being
stressed to find food in their traditional foraging areas, as are many
other Arctic species. Native people in the Arctic are having to wait
much longer for their lakes and rivers to freeze enough to bear the
weight of a man, and their homes are sinking into the mud. The
Northwest Passage, so diligently sought by the early explorers in
Canada, is ice-free enough most summers now for cruise ships to cash
in on it. And the list goes on.
Anyone who takes seriously the warnings of scientists about the
perils of global warming—and we all should—needs to understand
that it is not the first time the planet has experienced vast changes of
temperature. But mostly they happened slowly, even over thousands
of years, and life on Earth had time to adapt to new conditions. We
are told by palaeontologists that millions of years ago the dinosaurs
were wiped out by a collision between Earth and a large asteroid.
That was a sudden cataclysmic event that changed the world climate
in a very short time, perhaps only a year or two, and the dinosaurs
died because of their voracious appetites for food which was no longer
available.
Our current climate changes began about 300 years ago when
pollution from coal-burning increased on an unprecedented scale and
continued to the present day, with the addition of hydrocarbons from
the burning of petroleum. Perhaps if the process had happened with
the slow speed of natural processes, our planet would have been able
to adapt and might not be suffering the stresses it endures today.
Blame El Niño and La Niña if you wish, those systems of weather
patterns that have always existed in the equatorial Pacific Ocean, but
blame does not alter the facts. If those weather systems are more
powerful and influential on our climate now, a part of that increase
may well be due to natural causes, but the fact remains that those
ocean currents are not something new: they are simply more intense,
perhaps a result of human activity, such as the burning of
hydrocarbons in the atmosphere. It could also be the result of a period
of more intense volcanic activity, or even other causes we have yet to
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discover. But global warming is happening, even if we cannot with
certainty identify the source, and it is having some disastrous effects
on all life, including human existence. We cannot be sure of the
cause, but we are risking a very dangerous gamble if we do not take
it seriously. We cannot therefore afford to ignore it.
Yet there are still people who do not believe it. “Global Warming
is a myth put out by scientists, meteorologists and wildlife freaks,”
many are saying. But why would scientists invent myths? What do
they gain from it? Those scientists are merely stating facts for which
they have found incontrovertible evidence.
Recently I came upon an article which I would rank as one of the
most convincing on this topic that I have ever read. It is written by
Damian Carrington, a writer about environment issues for The
Guardian, perhaps the best British newspaper these days. Read on.
If you have any doubts whatsoever about the reality of climate
change or its damaging effects on human activity and even perhaps
our survival, I urge you to read Mr Carrington’s report Arctic ice melt
'already affecting weather patterns where you live right now'. In my
opinion this is one of the best and most readable articles on the topic
of Global Warming that I have read in some time, and it also relates
very closely to our Canadian and even our Newfoundland experience.
Mr Carrington even provides a scientific explanation of why warming
events are happening faster and more disastrously in the Arctic than
in Antarctica.
— SLH
Below are more articles by a variety
of authors that present a
further selection of related information.
Sea ice extent in Arctic and Antarctic reached record lows in
November - by Oliver Milman, environment reporter for The
Guardian, in Melbourne, Australia.
Arctic Temperatures soar to 30C above normal - Nicole Montillaro,
Senior Writer, Science & Technology, CBC News
'Extraordinarily hot' Arctic temperatures alarm scientists - by John
Vidal, Environment Editor for The Guardian.
Arctic ice melt could trigger uncontrollable climate change at global
level - by Fiona Harvey, award-winning environment journalist for
The Guardian in the UK.
Scientists Predicted A Decade Ago Arctic Ice Loss Would Worsen
Western Droughts. Is That Happening Already? - by Joe Romm,
American author, blogger, physicist and climate expert.
Arctic sea ice shrinks to second lowest level ever recorded - by
Associated Press.
Climate change could have devastating impact on global fisheries CBC News, 2016 December 22.
Death of the Dinosaurs - Cretaceous-Tertiary Mass Extinction - BBC
History of Life on Earth - A BBC Production
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NINETEEN EIGHTY-FOUR
Are we there yet?
It’s 32 years late, but it looks as if it is
actually starting to happen. I am thinking
of George Orwell’s famous dystopian
novel Nineteen Eight-Four, published in
1949. In this novel Orwell (real name
Eric Arthur Blair, 1903-1950) creates an
imaginary world divided into three major
blocs, Oceania, Eurasia and Eastasia, each
of which has developed its own form of
social organisation.
Oceania corresponds approximately to
the West as we think of it, including
Western Europe and North America;
Eurasia comprises Russia and its satellites roughly as they existed
prior to the collapse of the Soviet Union; and Eastasia is centred on
China : eerily similar to today’s political groupings, based on (1) the
United States of America, (2) Russia, and (3) China. The three world
divisions are strictly controlled by their respective governments and
are perpetually at war, with two of the divisions against the third. The
liaisons keep changing, though the ordinary people don’t know why
and have no influence in the matter.
Doesn’t this remind you of today’s world? Especially after the
election of Donald Trump and his loose interpretation of the truth?
It’s true the details Orwell furnished from his imagination do not
all correspond exactly with today’s world, but some do, and others are
close enough, especially when you remember that the world of the
novel Nineteen Eighty-Four was invented by Orwell at a time when
nations were recovering from World War Two and the Cold War was
becoming an accepted political reality.
The action of the novel involves two main characters, Winston and
Julia, who are citizens of Oceania, which is actually England with the
overlay of totalitarianism that Orwell creates. Oceania has a “Ministry
of Truth” which, despite its name, is a propaganda factory that puts
out falsehoods developed by the Inner Party of the government to
keep the population in subjection. They fool the people by making
use of “doublethink”, a system of rationalisation that usually means,
ironically, the opposite of truth. And always, Big Brother, the symbol
we have grown to accept in modern popular culture as the classic
representation of totalitarianism, is watching from behind the
indestructible telescreens that are everywhere. Today we have video
surveillance, performing a very similar function, often much less
obtrusively than Orwell’s telescreens.
There can be no question that today’s world is changing with
increasing speed, and this is likely to be the way of the future. The
development of sophisticated electronic devices that have improved
communication in unforeseen ways, also presents us with problems
that did not exist fifty years ago. Our use of electronic communication
has made it possible for our most private matters to be intercepted by
anyone with a moderate knowledge of how digital communications
work. True, telephone lines could easily be tapped ever since the first
ones were installed, but there is no comparison with the sophisticated
monitoring systems available to government, security, business, and
in practical terms anyone who wishes to take advantage. Even your
grocery store can scan and record your purchases and use the
information. If you make purchases online, or even run a search
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simply to see what winter boots or food
mixers are available, your internet
provider can record your searches and
sell that information to suppliers who can
then direct their advertising to your
computer or other online device.
Such information delivered to your
device may seem harmless. However this
advertising is much more insidious than
the more traditional print advertising in
newspapers and magazines.
Print
advertising can be ignored, you say, or
you may even find it useful if it relates to
your special interests. But have you
considered that you are in fact being manipulated, if only in a very
small way, by powers beyond your control, if advertisements you did
not choose to see are appearing on your computer? Small local
businesses cannot usually avail of this kind of advertising. It is the
multinational retailers like Amazon, Walmart, Best Buys, etc, which
have advertising budgets perhaps larger than the total value of all the
small businesses in a city the size of Corner Brook, or even St John’s.
So is there any way we “little people in the street” can protect
ourselves, let alone compete, in this new world where manipulation
and control of the media is rife? Perhaps not, aside from cutting
ourselves off from all communications and going to live in the woods
as far as possible from other human habitation. Even that may not be
enough, and most of us cannot do it. But this is why we need a good
government that responds to our needs before it responds to the needs
of big business.
It is early days yet, but time will tell whether President-Elect
Trump will truly align himself with the little people who voted for
him. Or will the billionnaires who have been his associates prior to
his election remain as his contacts and advisers?
But, you say, Donald Trump is not head of the government in
Canada. This is true, but it is also true that his influence will extend
far beyond the USA and will affect Canada as it will also affect the
rest of the world. Cosying up to Russia, for example, has the
potential to change our lives in ways we may not like and will not be
able to control. His apparent antagonism towards China and some
smaller countries such as Cuba may affect us. His contacts with big
business may, or may not, have excessive influence, possibly
negative, on his government. His reluctance to publish his financial
information is disturbing. It seems unlikely that a man whose attitude
to business has been to increase his own wealth at all costs, will
suddenly show an altruistic streak and govern accordingly. And such
a change would only be of benefit to Canada if our national interests
coincided quite closely with those of the USA, which is definitely not
always the case. Pierre Elliott Trudeau’s analogy of the elephant and
the mouse could begin to look very real under the Trump
administration.
As America’s closest neighbour, Canada’s success, and maybe
even our ability to survive, will depend on a judicious combination of
determination and co-operation. This is perhaps not new for our
dealings with our closest neighbour, although it is likely to assume
greater importance in our relations with the Trump government.
For Canada to survive as a successful independent competitor on
this continent we need a strong Federal government with a very clear
practical vision for the future of our country.
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DAMAGE TO PROPERTY IN LARK HARBOUR IN VIOLENT WIND STORM
ON 2016 DECEMBER 30th, FRIDAY
A series of vicious squalls hit the “Down Below” area of Lark Harbour around noon on the second to last day of the year. An
easterly wind began to develop about 8am and by midday things were whistling, especially Down Below where the squalls were
swirling into the harbour with snow and spray rising hundreds of feet into the air.
For about two hours it continued. Electrical power was lost when Paul Sheppard’s beautiful fifth-wheel trailer (above left)
was blown on its side from its parking place onto Main Street, along with the truck that was coupled to it. Several houses and
other buildings were damaged, some severely, in particular Cornelius Sheppard’s home (below right) in the brook near the wharf,
where the upper level was demolished. A power pole near the house was snapped off like a broken matchstick. A small bungalow
(below right) where Dave and Flossie Park used to live was also badly damaged, half of it reduced to firewood. A few more
buildings were damaged in other parts of town, with shingles and siding blown off and windows broken, while debris, rocks, logs,
and damaged sections of the breakwater were scattered along lower Main Street. No personal injuries have been reported,
however, but sadly, a dog was reported killed inside Cornelius’s house.
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Many people were out surveying the damage and tidying up some of the debris after the wind abated. The general opinion
seemed to be that this was the worst wind storm in the living memory of most people. Some of the damage will be costly to repair,
and insurance companies are perhaps going to produce their favourite response (“It was an Act of God” - whatever kind of God
is that?) when people try to make their claims and perhaps have not read the fine print on their policies.
Fortunately as far as is known no human personal injuries were sustained, aside from the dog mentioned earlier. The Town
will in true Newfoundland style come together as a community to support those who may need a little help to recover from their
misfortunes.

The two pictures above are of Paul Sheppard’s ‘Fifth
wheel’ camping trailer. Top left shows it lying on its side
in the road where the wind left it, while above it is seen
returned to its location before the storm. The blue boat at
left is the “Sheppard Brothers”, one of several boats parked
near the wharf. Several of them were shifted from their
supports, although little damage was visible.
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