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BOTTLE COVE BROOK RELOCATES ITSELF

the Brook has shifted the location
where it opens into the Cove, but it is one of its more spectacular
moves in recent times. It happened on 2016 September 09, Friday
morning, or perhaps the preceding night, when heavy rain fell for
several hours and the Brook increased its flow as it gathered large
volumes of water from its hinterland barrens. Fortunately no damage
seems to have occurred to any of the installations, and the recentlyinstalled slide for small children was not disturbed. The road,
recently improved with the addition of fresh gravel, was not affected,

T

HIS IS NOT THE FIRST TIME

and the culvert was handling the rushing water very well.
We are accustomed to seeing the Brook entering the Cove tide
closer to the little parking area visible beside the road in the photo
above right, but a large S bend had created a new sandy peninsula on
the beach. A few hours earlier the Brook was perhaps a foot or more
higher, but by 3pm when these pictures were taken the tide had
receded, allowing the creation of a little sandy terrace. No doubt high
tides, wave action, and rain will soon remove the terrace and the
banks of the Brook will become smooth slopes.
When the two top pictures were taken, heavy rain was still falling,
driven by an easterly wind blowing offshore, making for a hazy view
of the mountains. The rainbow was there the following day.
The weather phenomenon that brought the heavy rain was a
remnant of Hurricane Hermine, which had been responsible some
days earlier for much damage and flooding on the American East
Coast from Florida as far north as Long Island, New York. Luckily
for Eastern Canada, Hermine had downgraded to a post-tropical storm
by the time it reached our latitudes.
According to meteorological records, Hurricane Season 2016
began earlier than usual with eight Atlantic storms already achieving
enough strength to warrant being named. Hopefully we will not be
visited by too many of these monster weather systems that plague the
western Atlantic Ocean every season, but there is every likelihood
that we will see a few.
Now, two weeks later, the Brook has returned to its normal
course.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

BUSINESS & ORGANISATION DIRECTORY

LH=Lark Harbour
YH=York Harbour
JB=John’s Beach
HC=Holy Communion MP=Morning Prayer EP=Evening Prayer
P&P=Prayer & Praise HB=Baptism
MHS=Mem Hymn Sing
( Full Moon

Several local businesses supported the BLOW·ME·DOWNER
in the past. Their inclusion here is a recognition of that support.
Other local businesses will be included at their request.

2016
1st
2nd
3rd
9th
10th
16th
23rd
24th
30th
31st

Sat
Sun
Mon
Sun
Mon
Sun
Sun
Mon
Sun
Mon

O CTOBER

Rev David Taylor becomes Rector of B of I Parish.
11:00am, St James, Morning Prayer
Service times to be announced
Thanksgiving Day
( Full Moon
Service times to be announced
United Nations Day
Service times to be announced
Hallowe’en

2016
5th
6th
11th
13
14th
20th
27th

Sat
Sun
Fri
Sun
Mon
Sun
Sun

NOVEMBER

4
11th
13th
18th
21st
25th

( Full Moon
International Children’s Day (UN)
2016

Sun
Sun
Tue ( Full Moon
Sun
Wed Winter begins (Winter Solstice)
Sun CHRISTMAS DAY

2017
January 1st

ADVANCE DATES
Sun

681-2040

! Captain Cook B&B & Cottages, York Harbour
Email: info@captaincookbb.ca
681-2906; 1-877-681-2906

! Curling ONE Stop Service Station, Corner Brook
automotive repairs, servicing, fuel

785-2619

! Drop In Lounge, 23 Main Street, Lark Harbour
entertainment, food, licenced

681-2103

! Eddie Joyce, MHA, Bay of Islands, Corner Brook
Member, House of Assembly.

634-7883

! Sheppard’s Clover Farm Store, Lark Harbour
groceries, hardware, gas, Sears agency, marine

681-2160

! The Roost, Gift Shop and Gallery, York Harbour
sea glass, paintings, handmade glass beads

681-2341

2016

Remembrance Day

DECEM BER

! Byrne’s Store, Main Street. York Harbour
groceries, hardware, gas & diesel, souvenirs

! Creative Photography by Linda, 131 Main St, Lark Hr
Email: creativephotographyraphybylinda9@gmail.com
131 Main St, Lark Harbour
709-681-2255
www.creativephotography-bylinda.com

Standard Time - turn clocks back one hour tonight

2016
th

2 016

! ! ! Please support our local enterprises ! ! !

2 017

NEW YEAR’S DAY

SPECIAL NOTICE re ST JAMES PARISH
Last month a Congregational Meeting was announced for 2016
September 06 to discuss important matters relating to Parish
operations. Those issues have been settled and the meeting cancelled.
The following notice was included in the Church Service Bulletin of
2016 September 04, Sunday.
We have received information from Rev Taylor regarding his living
arrangements. He advised us that he and his wife have decided that
they will live in the Rectory in Lark Harbour for the next 12 months
and then, after consultation with our Parish and St Mary’s Curling,
will re-examine the issue. They look forward to making Lark
Harbour their new home.

IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM OBIEC
Outer Bay of Islands Enhancement Committee
Users of the Trails developed by the OBIEC are reminded
NOT to light fires along the trails or in the woods at any time.
This is a potentially dangerous practice and presents a risk
of grave damage to the environment, nearby property,
and perhaps even to human safety.
PLEASE DO NOT LIGHT FIRES IN THE WOODS
OR ALONG THE TRAILS AT ANY TIME.
Visit our Webpage which contains eleven years of past issues of

The BLOW•ME•DOWNER
and many other items of local or national interest
including historical information, many photographs
and even some previously unpublished fiction
at

www.blowmedowner.webs.com
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! Come Home Year – Discussion on possibility of a Come Home
Year in 2017. A Committee would have to be formed separate
from Council. Council would support this Committee but would
not be involved in the planning and running of the event.
! ATV tires. These tires can be dropped at the Wild Cove Dump.
! Discussion on guardrail that has been removed from Pennell
Road. Clerk to follow up with DOT.

REPORT OF REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
2016 July 20
Present:
Mayor Jamie Park
Deputy Mayor Melanie Joyce
Councillors: Kimberly Herritt, Rose Sheppard
Clerk:
Peggy Sheppard (Recording), Joanna Pottle
Meeting commenced at 6:30 pm.
! Minutes of 2016 June 27 and Special Meetings of 2016 July 5 and
July 7 were adopted.

! All correspondence reviewed with no follow-up necessary.
Meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm.
REPORT OF REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
2016 AUGUST 31
Present:
Mayor Jamie Park
Deputy Mayor Melanie Joyce
Councillor: Rose Sheppard
Clerks:
Joanna Pottle (Recording), Peggy Sheppard

! Review of letter of resignation from Councillor Dennis Sheppard.
! Water/Sewer Update: Council has received verbal approval of
Phase 2 funding, but to date there has been no formal approval
letter received.
! Discussion on the progress of the playground upgrades. Agreed
to host a Grand Re-opening on 2016 August 04 Thursday, at 2pm.
Motion carried to purchase supplies: hot dogs, hamburgers, drinks,
cake.
! Will host a contest for children to name the playground. Name
should be creative, fun and meaningful. Winner to be announced
at the Grand Re-opening.
! Motion carried to purchase and install an advisory/information
board at entrance to community.
! Motion carried to apply for Community Healthy Living Fund to
purchase new skatepark equipment.
! Devils Head: Mayor Park met with David Perrier of DFO on
Thursday, July 14th, 2016. DFO will not be doing any upgrades
to the road leading to Devils Head but will install a gate on the
road to restrict traffic from accessing the area. Mayor Park also
spoke with Joe McGrath of DFO regarding the fencing on Devils
Head. Clerk to follow up on this.

Absent: Councillor Kim Herritt
Meeting commenced at 6:30 pm
! Minutes of 2016 July 20 and Special Meeting Minutes of 2016
July 21st, July 28th and August 4th were adopted.
! Water/Sewer Update: Council held a discussion regarding Phase
2. All agreed to post an update on Social Media (Town Webpage,
Facebook, BlowMeDowner) on the latest information given with
regards to a timeline of when Phase 2 will commence.
! A resolution was made that the Town would not have been able to
proceed with Phase 2 without Federal Funding.
! Clerk directed to follow up on cost of having boulders placed near
gate on Water line road.
! Council viewed letter from Dept of Environment regarding
protected water supply.
! Playground Upgrades: The grand reopening was held on
2016 August 11. Council is now pleased to say that the
playground upgrades are complete. Clerk directed to follow up
with application for skateboard equipment funding.

! Financial Report approved with accounts payable of $3,288.92.

! Devils Head: The gate will be installed on the road to Devils Head
over the next couple of days. (This has now been done.)

! Budget Variance Report reviewed with no follow up necessary.

! Financial Report: Approved with no accounts payable at this time.

! Building Permit Applications approved for 3 building renovations.

! Budget Variance Report: No follow up necessary.

! Clerk directed to send reminders to those residents carrying out
renovations/new constructions without permits.

! Building Permit Applications: All approved.

! Write Offs: None at this time.

! 2016 Bi-Election: Nominations will be accepted on September 6,
2016 from 8AM to 8PM at the Lark Harbour Town Office.

! CYN Softball Pitch: Brief discussion on inquiry from CYN
coordinator regarding upgrades to the pitch in York Harbour.
! Discussion on Chase the Ace with proceeds going towards the
York Harbour/Lark Harbour Fire Department. Clerk will
advertise to get interest from local volunteers to organise the
fundraiser.

! Write Offs: Reviewed but not approved at this time.

! Upcoming Training: Approved Clerks to attend training on
September 14th, 27th, 28-29th, and October 19th.. Clerk directed to
contact acting clerk to fill in on these dates.
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE. COLUMN 2
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Editorial

TREES :
WHAT THEY CAN MEAN FOR US
OST PEOPLE LIKE TREES.

Look around your community, and you
will see trees planted in private gardens, in parks, around
hospitals, seniors’ residences, schools, and almost anywhere there is
space to accommodate them. Builders tend not to like them because
they hinder the movement of machines on the site. When my wife and
I, two years married and not wealthy, decided to buy a house in
Sheffield, England, where we lived in rooms rented from an elderly
widowed lady, we found a new home development that we liked. The
house we selected was part of a row of about twenty four semidetached homes (called duplexes over here) which fronted on a quiet
suburban road, and the back yard extended to a little brook. It was a
pleasant spot, we thought, or would be, after we had done a little
landscaping.
There was already one tree on our little plot, an ash (Fraxinus sp.),
about 20 feet tall. “We’ll get rid of that tree for you before you move
in,” said the smart-alicky sales agent. “Oh no,” we said, “we want that
tree left where it is.” “Why?” he asked, “it’s only a wild tree.” “If
you cut that tree down, then we are not going to buy this house,” we
told him. And he said no more. The tree survived and, for all I know,
it may still be there, fifty years later.
We like trees because they look good. Who does not enjoy a walk
in the woods? Trees also provide shade on hot days, protection from
the wind, and they mark the seasons of the year for us. They are one
of our best environmental protections because their roots stabilise the
land, help to prevent landslides, and provide filtration for our water
supplies. Their leaves absorb carbon dioxide and various pollutants
from the atmosphere. And of course many of them provide food and
building materials that we have depended on for millions of years.
A 2001 study in Chicago, USA, found “ there were dramatically
fewer occurrences of crime against both people and property in
apartment buildings surrounded by trees and greenery than in nearby
identical apartments that were surrounded by barren land.”
More recent research in Portland, Oregon, USA, has also shown
that there is a general relationship between trees and crime: “trees in
the public right of way are associated with lower crime rates”. Areas
with trees generally experience less crime, the researchers state, but
the size of the trees, the type of vegetation they provide, and their
location in relation to the buildings, are all important factors.
There are numerous other studies similar to these, but there are so
many variable factors that generalisation is difficult. However, a few
main points can be made. We enjoy the presence of trees and they
provide many benefits. When in 1974 our family first moved to our
present home in Lark Harbour, we experienced winds, especially from
the south-east, such as we had rarely known before, but this is no
surprise to Lark Harbour people, or inhabitants of other similar
locations. So we planted a large number of trees, some from seeds,
others as transplanted saplings, on the windward side of our property.
Many of those trees are now twenty feet tall or more. The difference
in the amount of shelter they now provide is remarkable. But our trees
are mostly species native to Newfoundland which survive our harsh
winters and the ubiquitous salt water spray we often receive.
Consequently many of them are somewhat mis-shapen and may
deserve the name tuckamore, but their effectiveness as shelter from
the south-east gales is indisputable.

M
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If you are building a
new home on a wooded
lot, take my advice and
preserve what trees you
can, tuckamore or not. We
don’t have to concern
ourselves too much about
their effect on crime, but
they are a long term
investment, and starting
from scratch is a lifetime
project.
Our
tuckamore
specimens have been
growing almost half a
century, some of them
since before the house was
built in 1972, but the
shelter they provide from
the wind is irreplaceable,
and they are still beautiful
to see on those wonderful summer days we enjoy in coastal
Newfoundland.
Spruce, fir, pine, poplar, birch, dogberry, chuckly pear, no matter
what they are, you cut them down at your peril. Unless you are very
young, they will not be replaced in your lifetime!
— SLH
tuckamore - noun, Cdn (Nfld) a stunted tree or bush, esp a spruce or
juniper, with creeping roots and interlacing branches
(Canadian Oxford Dictionary, Second Edition, 2004)

COUNCIL REPORT CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
! Email received from Employment Support regarding receipt of the
CEEP Application.
! Reviewed letter from AES re Municipal Taxes for Residents in
receipt of Income Support.
! Agreed to allow the Trail Committee to use the hall free of charge
for upcoming event.
! Reviewed email from resident regarding Route 450.
! Discussed request from resident regarding land. To follow up.
! Reviewed complaint from resident. Agreed this is an issue to be
dealt with by RCMP.
! Motion to purchase an amplifier for the hall.
! All correspondence reviewed with no follow up necessary.
Meeting adjourned at 9:45 pm.

PLEASE NOTE
Reports on Council Meetings are available for publication
after Council has approved the Minutes at a later meeting
which is usually held in the following month.
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MOTHER TERESA 1910 - 1997:
ONE OF ‘THE SALT OF THE EARTH’
N 2016 SEPTEMBER 04, SUNDAY, after years of detailed research

O

and examination, Pope Francis and the Roman Catholic Church
elevated Anjezë Gonxhe Bojaxhiu to the Sainthood of the Christian
Church during a ceremony in St Peter’s Square, Vatican City.
Better known as Mother
Teresa, this lady was born
1910 August 26 in Skopje,
present day capital of the
Republic of Macedonia in Eastern
Europe.
She died 1997
September 05 in Calcutta, India.
It is said that by age 12 she had
decided to become a missionary,
and at age 18 she joined the
Sisters of Loreto in Ireland. This
is a relatively little-known holy
order dedicated to justice, peace,
Mother Teresa in 1986
and the homeless, founded in
1609 by an Englishwoman, Mary Ward. Mary was declared
“Venerable” in 2009, 400 years after her establishing the Order, but
ironically her recognition has been overshadowed by the modern
Saint Teresa.
In 1950, at age 40, Mother Teresa founded a religious
congregation of her own, the Sisters of Charity. It is interesting to
note that where many, if not most, such congregations in western
countries like Canada have suffered declining numbers and have had
to reduce their operations, in 2012 the Sisters of Charity, founded
only 66 years ago, had more than 4,500 members. Some other longer
established congregations have experienced declining membership
and inability to recruit new members to the extent that they have
closed and even sold some of their properties to be used by other
organisations as schools, dormitories, or offices. Yet simultaneously
membership of the Roman Catholic Church, along with other
churches, has been showing steady increase in membership
worldwide, particularly in Africa and South America.

Mother Teresa’s Kalighat Home for the Dying in Calcutta
A converted abandoned Hindu temple
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Aside from the vow of poverty which would be intolerably
burdensome for most people, members of the Congregation are
required to live austere lives with no smoking, no drinking of alcohol,
no radio or television, very few clothes and only of a prescribed
nature, and they rely on donations for their food. The Sisters and
their associated membership of brothers and priests do not take annual
vacations but may visit their families every five years. As with many
Christian religious foundations working in basically non-Christian
environments, some of their members have been persecuted in the
locations where they were serving. In 2016 in Aden, sixteen people
were shot in a home operated by the organisation. Four were
missionary sisters killed in what was described as a religiously
motivated attack.
Mother Teresa, or Saint Teresa, as she will now be known, was
physically a very small woman, but she possessed great courage and
worked energetically for the things she believed in and which have
dominated her entire life. Her chosen place of work, Calcutta, India,
recognised her work with enormous pride.
Despite her reputation for Christian works of charity done in a
dozen or more parts of the world, the institutions have often received
criticism. Visitors have sometimes remarked on less than state-of-theart equipment and treatment of some of the patients, and while these
conditions if they are found to exist may be cause for concern, it
should be remembered that without this organisation and others like
it, most of the patients housed there would inevitably have died.
Instead they are given medications to relieve suffering, and afforded
a dignified end to their lives with care freely and lovingly given by
dedicated individuals.
It seems very appropriate that Pope Francis should have deemed
it timely to elevate this remarkable and courageous lady to the honour
of sainthood at this time, nineteen years after her death. Whether one
is Roman Catholic or not, or even a Christian or not, such
humanitarian acts as those of Mother Teresa and her many assistants
and supporters should not go unrecognised, although it is likely that
very few of them, if any, coveted such recognition. Many less
deserving have received far greater recognition for much less good
work.
Editor’s Note
We tend to think of saints as being individuals who lived many years
ago in the past. The word “saint” is derived from the Latin “sanctus”
which meant simply a holy person, but modern usage of the term has
placed “saints” in a rather different category: one with a very specific
religious connection.
It is true that most saints lived hundreds or more years ago, but the
Roman Catholic Church has, as the canonisation of Mother Teresa
illustrates, continued to select certain individuals right down to the
present time. During the 20th Century, more than 300 individuals
have been either named as “Blessed”, the second step before
sainthood (the first being the performance of a miracle) or raised to
Sainthood itself, according to the Chronological list of Saints and
Blesseds in the 20th century. Saint Teresa of course was not
canonised until earlier this year, having been named “blessed” in
2003 October 19, six years after her death in 1997. Her feast day is
September 5. Most of the others named in the list are relatively
unknown and of limited local significance and have not received the
worldwide publicity accorded to Saint Teresa of Calcutta.
Late news from India on Saint Teresa’s canonisation.

Page 6

The BLOW•ME•DOWNER

Issue 105

APOCALYPTICISM IN ISLAM
NE TOPIC THAT HAS OFTEN BEEN RAISED throughout history is that

O

of an Armageddon, a war between Good and Evil, with each side
having its own definition of what is good and what is evil, involving
the whole planet and ending in total destruction. Armageddon may
well be the result of the conflicts in the Middle East unless a solution
can be found before someone uses nuclear arms. It seems unlikely
that ISIS would hesitate if they managed to acquire a few nukes, and
it may be only a matter of time before they do, either by theft or
purchase. This kind of conflict would be truly nothing short of
Apocalyptic, with the potential to destroy most life on earth.
Apocalypticism is not limited to any one religion or social group.
It has occurred in Christianity, and to a lesser degree has been found
in some of the fundamental sects of North America. An extreme
example in recent years was the Jonestown Massacre of 1978, when
900 people, under the leadership of Jim Jones, died from poisoning
in Jonestown, Guyana. Jonestown was an extremist religious
commune of American origin, transplanted to Guyana.
According to David Cook in his paper Islam and Apocalyptic,
Apocalypticism (ah-poc-ah-lip–tee–sism) gives its adherents a belief
in the imminent end of the world. This belief then:
(1)
changes people;
(2)
gives them the strength of absolute conviction that God is on
the side of the believer; and
(3)
gives them the impetus to excel above and beyond their
ordinary abilities.
It is not hard to see that this philosophy can easily appeal to those,
especially the young, who lack meaningful employment and who are
looking for clear and simple guidance in a confusing and perhaps
unfair world. In one package it can provide them with a practical
‘solution’ to their perceived life problems and it does not require deep
or prolonged study. It has inspired Christian and Islamic groups from
the early days of both religions down to the present day. The
Crusades were a manifestation of it.
The Christian tradition has such a scenario which owes much of
its existence to the Book of Revelation, the Apocalypse, the last book
in the official New Testament Canon. The author of this book was
originally believed to be the Apostle John, son of Zebedee, brother of
James, and author of the fourth Gospel, but recent scholarship holds
that it was written by another seer, John of Patmos, during the reign
of Roman Emperor Domitian, thus placing it between 81 AD and 96
AD. It was during the reign of Domitian that the doctrine of the
Emperor as God became widely accepted, and this may have been
John’s inspiration. It is not the only apocalyptic document in the
Christian lexicon, but it is the best known and most influential. It has
provided the main stimulus for apocalyptic thought in Christianity,
and although it has long been part of the Canon, it has been criticised
by some as inappropriate and even an aberrant line of thought.
The Islamic tradition also includes an apocalyptic element, with
a similar but potentially more intense philosophy that distinguishes it
somewhat from the Christian version. It also extends back to the
early days of Islam when Mohammed (c570 - 632) and his followers
were spreading the faith across most of the world as it was known
then. Indeed by about 720 AD Islam was quite well established from
Spain to India. Its place in the modern world is exactly parallel to
that early medieval time.
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According to many Muslim authorities, including The Islamic
Supreme Council of America and its chairman Shaykh Hisham
Kabbani, the concept of jihad has been misunderstood. In his speech
in 2010 in the UK, he says that by the use of violence as a religious
tool ... “We are looking outward. When we look inward we can fix
our problems.” He recommends reaching moral excellence through
self analysis and contemplation, while the so-called “jihadists” who
attack and kill “infidels” are perverting Islamic teaching by only
looking outwards.
It is not necessary to document the results of this perverted version
of Islamic teaching. Its existence is fully demonstrated in the
gruesome beheadings by ISIS and other extreme groups, and it is the
inspiration behind attacks on crowded public places like the World
Trade Center (“911”), bombing of subway stations, sports gatherings,
etc. Even the plethora of suicide bombings with their promise of
salacious rewards in heaven for such terrorist actions are obviously in
the same category but even more simplistic. More importantly, such
actions are not unconditionally supported by Islamic theology,
although there is no clear, absolute prohibition: however in most cases
suicide bombings are a spurious addition designed to entice young
expendable males to commit terrorist acts in the name of Islam. In the
meantime all members of Islam are being criticised and blamed for
the actions of the extremist and relatively rare elements.
As a result of this misinterpretation of jihad, all Muslims,
including those who have no involvement with terrorism, have
become scapegoats in many western nations who are justifiably afraid
of the murder and destruction they hear about in the news every day.
But it is unreasonable and wrong to ostracise all Muslims because of
a minority of bad apples among them, just as it is wrong to ostracise
all Christians today for the behaviour of those during the Crusades
and even the Reformation of more recent times. No group, religious,
political or cultural, modern or medieval, consists of all bad people;
but by the same token, neither are they all good.
Now this is not to suggest that we should ignore the risks that
some would-be immigrants posing as refugees bring to our shores.
But we must not fall prey to the rabid pronouncements of the likes of
Donald Trump in the USA. Even if he becomes President and
succeeds in building his wall to keep illegal Mexican immigrants and
drug dealers out of the USA, the wall will fail, just as the Berlin Wall
failed a generation ago. It is tempting sometimes to try to impose
extreme solutions of that kind.
Negative responses rarely achieve anything; in fact, the opposite
is frequently the case. A negative response my be a natural reaction,
but it will often kill whatever positive feelings may still exist between
apparent rivals or enemies. We must approach the issue of jihadism,
a significant and very dangerous product of Islamic apocalypticism,
with caution.

David Cook’s paper Islam and Apocalyptic is an excellent, readable
and relatively brief (only 3 pages) introduction to the importance of
the Apocalyptic in the Islamic faith. The author is an American
university teacher and a recognised authority on Islam.
Another paper by Shaykh Muhammad Hisham Kabbani (Chairman,
Islamic Supreme Council of America) and Shaykh Seraj Hendricks
(Head Mufti, Cape Town, South Africa) explains the meaning of
jihad, its appropriate use as a tool within Islam, and also its misuse.

