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OLYMPIC GAMES - Rio2016

Penny Oleksiak, born 2000 June 13
Flagbearer for Olympic Team Canada at Closing Ceremony
Women's 100m freestyle - Gold Medal
Women's 100m butterfly - Silver Medal
Women's 4x100m freestyle relay - Bronze Medal
Women’s 4x200 freestyle relay - Bronze Medal
What an achievement for a young woman only two months after her
sixteenth birthday. When she was nine years old, she had just learned
to swim, and she was rejected by several Toronto swim clubs because
she had trouble swimming the length of the pool! Then a few years
later she goes on to win four Olympic Medals, including one Gold.
On the first day of competition Penny broke the Canadian national
record and then went on to win four medals in the next few days,
making her Canada’s youngest ever Olympic champion. Looking
back over her meteoric short career, however, she maintained he
modest approach to her success, giving full credit to her coach at the

club where she trained: “ The coach there really helped me. He had
a lot of faith in me. If I hadn't gone to that club, I don't think I would
be where I am today.” Isn’t it one of the measures of a true champion
to give credit to those who helped in the achievement?
On Sunday night, we were able to watch this young woman who
deserves much credit for the inspiration she gave the rest of Team
Canada, with her outstanding success in the early days of the
competition. Then she proudly carried the flag of her country in the
Closing Ceremonies. It is young people like Penny Oleksiak who will
lead this country to greater achievements in the future.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

BUSINESS & ORGANISATION DIRECTORY

LH=Lark Harbour
YH=York Harbour
JB=John’s Beach
HC=Holy Communion MP=Morning Prayer EP=Evening Prayer
P&P=Prayer & Praise HB=Baptism
MHS=Mem Hymn Sing
( Full Moon

Several local businesses supported the BLOW·ME·DOWNER
in the past. Their inclusion here is a recognition of that support.
Other local businesses will be included at their request.

2016

SEPTEMBER

2016

th

4
5th
6th

Sun 11:00am - LH, Morning Prayer
Mon Labour Day
Tues Vestry and Congregational Meeting in church.
All members of St James Congregation are asked to
attend as this is a very important meeting in regard of
services to take place when our new Rector Rev David
Taylor arrives.
11th Sun 11:00am - LH, Holy Communion, to be conducted by
Rev Rosemary Payne
16th Fri
( Full Moon
18th Sun
7:00pm - LH, Evening Prayer **
22nd Thu Autumn begins (Autumnal Equinox)
25th Sun
7:00pm - LH, Evening Prayer **
** Note: These times were agreed some weeks ago and may be
changed. Members of the Congregation should therefore check with
Church Bulletins or the Parish Website, although when last checked
it had not been updated recently.
2016
st

1
10th
16th
24th
31st

O CTOBER

Sat
Mon
Sun
Mon
Mon

Rev David Taylor becomes Rector of B of I Parish.
Thanksgiving Day
( Full Moon
United Nations Day
Hallowe’en

2016
5th
11th
14th
20th

NOVEMBER

Sat
Fri
Mon
Sun

ADVANCE DATES

13th
21st
25th

Tue
Wed
Sun

( Full Moon
Winter begins (Winter Solstice)
Christmas Day

Visit our Webpage which contains all past issues of

The BLOW•ME•DOWNER
and many other items of local or national interest
including historical information, many photographs
and even some previously unpublished fiction
at

www.blowmedowner.webs.com

681-2040

! Captain Cook B&B & Cottages, York Harbour
Email: info@captaincookbb.ca
681-2906; 1-877-681-2906
! Creative Photography by Linda, 131 Main St, Lark Hr
Email: creativephotographyraphybylinda9@gmail.com
131 Main St, Lark Harbour
709-681-2255
www.creativephotography-bylinda.com
! Curling ONE Stop Service Station, Corner Brook
automotive repairs, servicing, fuel

785-2619

! Drop In Lounge, 23 Main Street, Lark Harbour
entertainment, food, licenced

681-2103

! Eddie Joyce, MHA, Bay of Islands, Corner Brook
Member, House of Assembly.

634-7883

! Sheppard’s Clover Farm Store, Lark Harbour
groceries, hardware, gas, Sears agency, marine

681-2160

! ! ! Please support our local enterprises ! ! !

FOOD FOR THOUGHT FOR CHRISTIANS

2016
“Christianity is like a darts game: very few people hit the
bullseye, but you don’t remove it from the game because
of that.”

Standard Time, turn clocks back 1hr tonight
Remembrance Day
( Full Moon
International Children’s Day (UN)

2016
Dec

2 016

! Byrne’s Store, Main Street. York Harbour
groceries, hardware, gas & diesel, souvenirs

2 016

These are the words of Canadian sculptor and devout Catholic
Timothy Schmalz who created The Homeless Jesus, which
depicts Jesus as a homeless person sleeping on a park bench.
Mr Schmalz’s original sculpture is displayed at Regis College
of the University of Toronto, but other identical castings are
also displayed at various locations around the world.
The sculpture has prompted criticism from some individuals
who consider themselves to be Christians.
One wonders why!
The sculpture has however been blessed by Pope Francis
whose personal motto in Latin is
Miserando atque Eligendo
which means “By showing compassion and by choosing”.
This approach to his high office has made Pope Francis perhaps
the most admired and respected of recent Popes in the minds
of many Christians of other churches.
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The Town
of

Lark Harbour
REPORT OF REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
2016 June 27
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! Dilapidated Properties: Council viewed letter from Lawyer’s
Office. All agreed to contact other municipalities regarding
dilapidated properties and to contact property owners as to letters
that have previously been sent regarding dilapidated conditions.
! Crown Land Applications: Council viewed an application but did
not approve it at this time since the land size is not big enough to
build a house with water and sewer. Also, Council will not be
approving any applications on Harbour View Road at this time.
! Approve Crown Land Application for OBIEC to develop a trail
behind the Town Hall to connect with the South Head Trail.

Present: Mayor Jamie Park
Deputy Mayor Melanie Joyce
Councillors: Dennis Sheppard, Kimberly Herritt, Rose
Sheppard
Clerk:
Peggy Sheppard (Recording Minutes)

! Financial Reports: Approved Financial Statements from BDO
Canada for year 2015.

Meeting commenced at 6:30 pm.

! Canada Day Celebrations: Clerk directed to contact Fire
Department Members to put off fireworks at approximately 10:00
pm at the Blow Me Down Provincial Park on Friday, July 1st.

! Newest council member Kimberly Herritt was sworn in. The Oath
of Affirmation was signed.
! Adopted Minutes of Regular Meeting of May 17th Regular
Meeting and Special Meetings of June 2nd and June 13th
! Water/Sewer Update: Still no word on status of Phase 2
Application. Necessary repairs are needed to the current
infrastructure. Clerk directed to contact Anderson Engineering for
follow-up as to when these repairs will be done.

! Approved the Tax Receivable Summary and Tax Receivable Plan.
! Clerk directed to send letter to the Minister of Advanced
Education and Skills Re: Payments.

! Clerk directed to contact residents regarding green space.
! Council discussed the conditions of Beacon Road (upper level).
Agreed to contact Transport Canada to make them aware of the
conditions.
! Council reviewed complaint from resident about potholes on
Town Hall Road. The holes have now been repaired.

! Playground Upgrades: Motion made to contact NL Power to have
the sheds reconnected to power.

! Clerk directed to contact DOT regarding a complaint received
regarding guard rail.

! Council to conduct interviews with 2 applicants for the Playground
Upgrades. Interviews will take place on Thursday, June 30th.

! Complaint received regarding shed location. Clerk to follow up.

! Motion to install 2 surveillance cameras on the sheds.
! Student Summer Employment: Council selected students for the
High School Summer Grant and Post Secondary Summer Grant.
Clerk directed to contact students to have them start on Monday,
July 4th.
! Route 450: Council discussed the work that is to be completed on
Route 450 as per email from DOT. Clerk directed to contact DOT
re: Cuts in pavement that needs to be refilled.

! Council discussed the work that is to be completed on our older
Fire Truck. Will have the necessary repairs completed.
! Mayor Park met with OBIEC president John Parsons over the
weekend to analyse the repairs needed to the parking area of
Beacon Road. Mayor Park informed Council of what is needed
to complete the repairs. Council agreed to have 10 loads of fill
delivered if Mr Parsons can access a culvert.
! Clerk directed to have the "No Overnight Camping" signs made
for Beacon Road as per motion made previously.

! Financial Report: Adopted amendment of Financial Report for
May 16th meeting.

! Clerk directed to schedule meeting with York Harbour Council
and the Fire Department.

! Approved Financial Report and accounts payable of $4,983.30.

! Clerk directed to contact MMSB regarding tires not taken.

! Council agreed to get quotes for auditor reports for upcoming
years.

! Council agreed to allow TOPS to purchase their own cupboard
space for upstairs storage.

! Budget Variance Report: Reviewed with no follow up necessary.

! Motion to apply to CEEP for breakwater repairs again this year.

! Building Permit Applications: Approved a septic system
installation.

! Council viewed reply from Municipal Affairs regarding conflict
of interest legislation.

! Approved 4 building permits-renovations.

! All other correspondence reviewed with no follow-up necessary.

! Write Offs: Approved write offs of $608.96.

Meeting adjourned at 9:30 pm.
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Editorial

XENOPHOBIA: HOW SERIOUS IS IT
IN CANADA?
The Canadian Oxford Dictionary, 2nd Ed, 2004, defines XENOPHOBIA
as “a deep dislike of foreigners”. Derived from two Classical Greek
words, xenos, meaning “foreigner”, or “stranger”, and phobos,
meaning “fear”.
We are hearing the word used with greater frequency these days,
in strife-torn regions of the world like the Middle East and Africa, but
also, and more alarmingly, from areas nearer home. It has become
used with alarmingly greater frequency in Canada and the United
States, as both countries have traditionally defined themselves as safe
havens for the persecuted, but the recent influx of refugees has stirred
resistance among some segments of the population.
The Fundamental Freedoms are clearly stated in the Canadian
Charter of Rights and Freedoms. They are:
(a) freedom of conscience and religion;
(b) freedom of thought, belief, opinion and expression;
© freedom of peaceful assembly; and
(d) freedom of association.
Yet among these Canadian rights and freedoms are at least two that
have been very seriously challenged through (1) the official
questioning of a woman’s right to wear a hijab in a citizenship
ceremony, and (2) instances of damage and desecration of mosques in
Canada. In Cold Lake, Alberta, a mosque was desecrated with
messages telling its members to “Go home”. Much to their credit,
however, residents of Cold Lake volunteered their time to help clean
up the damage and reassure the members of the mosque that they are
indeed welcome. Said one resident: “ ... the Muslims along with
every other religion in this town – Cold Lake is their home.”
A similar incident in Saguenay, Québec, was also met by positive
action by members of a Roman Catholic congregation in that town.
These are not lone examples of neighbourliness, either here or in
the USA. Fortunately there are more individuals who sincerely
acknowledge the positive contributions immigrants can make in our
communities, and who also recognise that with very few exceptions
the immigrants are here to escape persecution and tyranny in their
native lands. It is a great compliment to our country that they choose
to come here instead of many others they may have chosen.
However, despite the good that many Canadians are doing, there
is still an unhealthy minority wishing to brand every Muslim and every
immigrant, especially those with visibly different physical
characteristics or cultural variations such as appearance, language,
religion or clothing, as a terrorist.
The incidents cited above are merely the tip of the iceberg, for
there are many less serious but nevertheless significant examples
occurring in both Canada and the USA, and in many other parts of the
world. The referendum in England—primarily a reaction to the huge
influx of immigrants in the years following the UK’s 1973 entry into
the European Union—appears to be a similar response, although
second thoughts are a moderating influence.
While it seems that Canada is relatively well prepared to deal with
any insurgence of xenophobic activity, the unexpected success of
Donald Trump’s candidacy supported by so many voters with antiimmigrant leanings may prove to be a vastly different story, a
hindrance or possibly even a spoiler to Hillary Clinton. Trump’s
popularity, if it holds until the November election, could result in a
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very basic remodelling of the USA political scene. If Trump does
win the election, unless he changes drastically there is every
likelihood that some of his outlandish promises may be attempted, if
not fulfilled, and in either case it would be disastrous, not only for the
USA but for the rest of the free world. That is particularly true for
Canada, perhaps finding our closest neighbour less amenable than in
the past.
Perhaps one of the most disconcerting aspects of this shift in
attitudes might be the amplified sabre-rattling that a Trump
administration could use. This has never been a Canadian approach
to world affairs, but Trump does seem to have quite a penchant for
this technique. If it is only sabre-rattling, then we should be able to
survive the potential eight years of such politics, but it may distance
us from some of our allies. Many countries see Canada as a satellite
country of the USA and do not distinguish our political differences.
Also, if Trump as President were to advance his xenophobic policies,
inevitably Canada would adopt some similar policies, given that a
significant number of Canadians are quite positively disposed to
Trump. A tightening of border controls between us and the USA
would only result in reducing trade between our two countries and
further weakening our economy. It would also be in direct conflict
with America’s avowed claim of welcoming immigrants, and
complicate Canada’s own responsible and friendly refugee and
immigration policies.
It would indeed be ironic that one of the world’s most famous
statues, the Statue of Liberty, would be contradicted. An icon of
America’s proclaimed belief in freedom for all people, it bears an
inscription from a sonnet composed by Jewish-born Emma Lazarus,
1849-1887. These famous lines are displayed on a plaque inside the
base of the statue:
The New Colossus
Not like the brazen giant of Greek fame,
With conquering limbs astride from land to land;
Here at our sea-washed, sunset gates shall stand
A mighty woman with a torch, whose flame
Is the imprisoned lightning, and her name
Mother of Exiles. From her beacon-hand
Glows world-wide welcome; her mild eyes command
The air-bridged harbor that twin cities frame.
“Keep, ancient lands, your storied pomp!” cries she.
“Give me your tired, your poor,
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me,
I lift my lamp beside the golden door!”
Now for a word of warning. Before we Canadians start going
through the difficult contortions of patting ourselves on the back for
having no problem with xenophobia in our country, let us remind
ourselves that self- back-patting is a difficult process. Physically it is
difficult enough, as it is almost impossible to reach far enough over
your shoulder. But morally, it is even more difficult, and you are
probably fooling yourself if you think you can justify it. So save
yourself the trouble, and accept that we do have xenophobic problems
in Canada: they may just be less frequent than they are in many other
countries.
On 2016 January 8, Friday, a group of 15 Syrian refugees was
pepper sprayed at a welcome event in Vancouver, reports Manisha
Krishnan in Vice News. The incident was investigated by police as
Continued on Page 5
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Continued from Page 4
a hate crime. Ms Krishnan, herself the daughter of immigrants but
born in Canada, quotes several other incidents of a similar nature, and
has some very pertinent remarks on the responses of elected
government members and some members of the public. Please read
Ms Krishnan’s article before continuing.
The incidents Ms Krishnan reports in her article were reported at
the time in various media, and although they were much less
disturbing than many events of similar nature in other places, we
Canadians need to be very cautious: bragging about our wonderful
country may backfire on us. At the moment we have an international
reputation for admirable treatment of immigrants from other cultures,
but reputations are easy to lose and much harder to regain. So as
Ms Krishnan warns, we have xenophobes in our midst. RCMP
Commissioner Paulson has admitted to their presence in our national
police force; Mayor Bowman of Winnipeg has acknowledged the
existence of racism in his city; there have been racist incidents in
various regions of the country. No province or territory can justifiably
claim to be free of such taints, and this is even after years of trying to
create a more sympathetic society.
We must therefore stop burying our heads in the sand like
ostriches, and face up to what is happening in Canada as it is
happening elsewhere. Our Federal Government has already brought
28,000 refugees into the country in less than a year, and more will be
entering as the year progresses. This is a wonderful thing, but we
must be realistic in acknowledging that stresses are created when such
numbers of new residents are admitted to the country; however we
need to remember that stresses may develop, regardless of the
language or culture of the immigrants. The ratio in Canada is
currently one new resident to about 1,250 across the entire country,
but given that most of the new people are located in the larger urban
centres, this ratio may be more like 1 to 1,000 or even 1 to 800 in
some cities. Inevitably these new Canadians add costs to all our social
services (education, medical, etc) from their arrival, and they cannot
make significant contributions to the economy immediately.
This is not unmanageable, but it does require close monitoring to
ensure that the new arrivals are given adequate time and assistance to
establish themselves, learning English or French, learning about our
education, health, civic responsibilities, banking system, even basic
things like shopping for food or clothing, and a myriad other things we
take for granted. A family forced out of their home in a Syrian
community will find so much that is unfamiliar: we must expect them
to make mistakes, to misunderstand directions, and we must be there
to provide the help they need but may be reluctant or uncertain how
to request. If we ignore these needs, we invite trouble in the form of
racial slurs or more serious xenophobic responses.
Xenophobia has as yet created relatively few of the worldwide
disasters it has the potential to create, but with the present state of
turmoil around the world, coupled with the reluctance of many
countries to make much effort to resolve it, the future may look grim.
Meanwhile the tally of displaced people continues to rise.
We have usually been able to assume that the danger to our
country will come from outside our borders, and that this will
continue. But we must also be aware of the more insidious danger
that may come from within our borders in some kind of popular
reaction, perhaps even with the potential to become genocidal as it did
in Nazi Germany in the 1930s and more recently in Rwanda and parts
of eastern Europe.
We are, I am sure, a very long way from this state of affairs in
Canada, but it could happen. In Nazi Germany many people were
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unaware of what was happening in the death camps. Governments
have a tremendous ability to hide their actions.
Global warming, nuclear annihilation, worldwide famine or
epidemic, all pale in the light of worldwide xenophobia, but they
may give rise to it when the right conditions of poverty and
unemployment prevail over an extended period of time.
Xenophobia has been used from time immemorial by despots to
inflame one group against another; it was used very effectively by
Hitler to inflame the German people against the Jews. It is to be
avoided at all costs.
— SLH
Special Note: Our Parish of Bay of Islands has been asked to
contribute $3,000 to help establish an immigrant family in our area.
So far our Parish has contributed only about $1,500. But at the last
report, the cost of our new windows, about $30,000, has been paid
off. One interpretation of the saying, “Charity begins at home.”?
Miserando atque Eligendo - Pope Francis

Editorial

LIGHT POLLUTION

that when a massive power outage struck southern
California in the 1990s, many Los Angeles residents called 911 to
express alarm about strange clouds hovering overhead; many of them
were seeing the Milky Way for the first time.
But light pollution has been a problem for years, and it is even to
be felt in a small town like Lark Harbour, due to the street lights every
couple of hundred yards. Have you ever tried to look at the night sky
when there is a meteor shower like the Perseids around August 12?
It can be hard to find a spot with an unobstructed view of the sky but
without the glare of a street light.
As a child in England shortly after WW2, we had street lights in
our village which was about the size of Lark Harbour and York
Harbour combined. The street lights had been installed in the late
1940s and were quite feeble, usually a single bulb. They were
switched off at midnight as part of the austerity effort to save coal, the
primary fuel of power stations, industrial plant, rail and sea transport
and home heating at that time.
We were able to view the night sky most nights even with those
feeble lights, and I learned about the constellations and how to locate
the Pole Star, the Plough, and the Milky Way.
It is still possible in a small town like Lark Harbour to enjoy the
night sky because light pollution here, like other forms of pollution,
is not present to the level found in even small cities like Corner
Brook. But you will have to find a place where street lights are not
directly shining in. The situation is likely to change if, heaven protect
us, we become hosts to an oil industry, which will no doubt install
powerful lighting and other polluting conditions at their sites.
So let’s keep up the NO FRACKING HERE efforts, to maintain
our towns for more than minimal living, more than just homes and oil
wells. We need places to remind us of the way our forebears lived for
thousands of years before us; places, for example, where we can step
outside and see the stars at night.
— SLH
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THE WINDOW
An (almost) true story
NE MONDAY MORNING when I was about seven years old my
Grandmother asked me to take a small package to her friend, an
old widowed lady who lived alone down a quiet lane on the edge of
our village. It was only a few minutes walk from our house, but I was
reluctant to go there because we children were convinced that this old
woman was a witch. I explained my fears to my Grandmother, who
was not impressed. “Nonsense,” she said, “don’t be so silly. There’s
no witches around here. I told Mrs Rickells at church yesterday that
you would take it to her, and she’ll be expecting you. She might even
give you a piece of her delicious chocolate cake.”
And with that she thrust the package into my hand, telling me to
get on my way. So I set off, knowing I had no choice anyway, and
maybe it would be worth it if chocolate cake was involved. So I set
off anyway. Little did my Grandmother know that I was a lot more
scared if Mrs Rickells was expecting me than if she wasn’t!
The old lady lived down a muddy lane with giant elm trees along
one side. It was a strange old brick-built cottage, some distance from
the next house. I approached, watching vigilantly for any black cats.
I saw none, but behind the cottage, guarding the vegetable garden, was
a rather fearsome-looking but ineffective scarecrow on whose
extended arms a couple of big healthy crows were perched, and when
they saw me they began bobbing their heads up and down and cawing
enthusiastically. However I knew all about scarecrows as most
gardens, including our own, had at least one to discourage the birds
that were notably partial to the sweet garden peas everyone grew.
Maybe these two crows were Mrs Rickells’ friends and were allowed
to help themselves to a few tasty morsels now and then.
The house fronted directly on the road, and the door was off to the
side beyond a wooden gate. There was only one window on the side
facing the road, and it was very small, no more than about eight inches
square, with a single pane of glass. It looked as if some past owner
had put it there to spy on the road.
My Grandmother’s spirited assertion that her friend was not a
witch had somewhat dissipated my fears, and now my curiosity was
piqued and I was drawn to that tiny window. I had never before seen
one quite so small, and I was fascinated by it. I just had to see inside.
It was really no more than a small square peephole in the brick
wall. It was a little higher than my line of sight, but I found I could fit
my fingers and toes into the mortar spaces between the bricks, so I
tucked Grandmother’s package under my chin and succeeded in
raising myself high enough until I had a clear view inside.
I could see almost nothing of the inside of the room. It was like
looking into a tiny square peephole through the wall, or even like
squinting inside a doll’s house. In the middle of the peephole was a
tiny jar containing a single yellow flower. Had I been erudite enough,
I might have been reminded of a still life by Van Gogh, but no, at that
period of my life Van Gogh and I were totally unacquainted.
For a few moments I was completely entranced by this miniature
tableau in front of me, and I hung there by my fingers and toes, totally
absorbed. Then, without warning, the scene changed. Beyond the
little jar and its yellow flower I was suddenly confronted, no more
than a few inches away, by an aged wrinkled face looking straight and
unblinkingly into my eyes.

O
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I was shocked beyond belief. My fingers and toes slipped out of
the gaps in the wall, and I fell backwards on the muddy road. The
witch rumour immediately resumed control, and in an instant I was up
and running, running, running, straight for home. I was terrified, and
afraid too that the old lady might tell my Grandmother that I had been
staring in her window. That would land me in big trouble. If there
was one thing my Grandmother could not abide, it was “nosey
parkers”, and I was guilty of that beyond any reasonable doubt. If a
report of my misconduct reached her ears, I could look forward to a
severe reprimand. Fortunately, as far as I know, it never did.
It was a very long time before I went down that road again. And
to this day, a lifetime later, I still don't go looking into other peoples’
windows, no matter how tiny and intriguing they may be!

OLYMPIC GAMES
OPENING CEREMONIES AT RIO DE JANEIRO

Editorial

don’t usually get very excited over ceremonies on television, but
the Opening Ceremonies of the 31st Olympiad in Rio de Janeiro
were impressive and certainly worth watching. We had been hearing
so many negative reports about overspent budgets, unfinished
structures, garbage-strewn venues, lapses in security measures and
other shortcomings that we were ready for anything to go wrong.
However, despite doubts and shortcomings, the Opening
Ceremonies went without a hitch, resulting in a superlative event that
held our attention to the very end. It was particularly pleasing to see
the emphasis placed by the Brazilian organisers on environmental
issues with the magnificent displays of their national history through
spectacular dramatisation and fireworks, and the low-key tree planting
initiative which must have been a first for an international sporting
event. It tied in perfectly with the dramatisation of the denuding of
their forests and the symbolic reafforestation later as each national
team of athletes marched into the arena, with a young person, even a
small child in some cases, carrying a seedling tree in the parade to
bring the environmental emphasis full circle. The use of aerial shots
to include the great Statue of Christ the Redeemer further enhanced
the display and emphasised the accompanying themes of world peace
and co-operation.
It was perhaps the most effective way of drawing world attention
to the plight of the forests of South America, and by extension
throughout the rest of the planet where, we were reminded, Brazil
controls the greatest virgin forested area still existing on earth. If the
world has taken notice of what Brazil has so dramatically told us in
this gathering, said to be one of the largest ever, then it is to be hoped
that some of the environmental laggards, including our own in
Canada, may have been persuaded that the message delivered on this
night is one of the most important that the Olympic Movement will
have been able to teach us. Kudos to the Brazilians.
But while complimenting Brazil on the success of their opening
celebrations, it must be noted that the benefits the Olympic Games
promised to the poor of Rio de Janeiro have not materialised. Most
of those benefits have gone to the wealthy, and it is said that many of
the poor are even worse off than before. Jesus is quoted as saying,
“the poor always ye have with you” (John 12:8). Ironically, it seems
the city of Rio de Janeiro is proving him right.
—SLH
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A GLIMPSE OF OUR ANCESTORS
A QUARTER OF A MILLION YEARS AGO
By Emily Chung, CBC News, 2016 Aug 08
If you find information about our very ancient ancestors interesting for
you, take a look at this fascinating item. It seems that human nature
hasn’t changed much in a quarter of a million years. Reluctance to
clean up the kitchen equipment after use is not just a modern
phenomenon. Tests on artifacts found by researchers from the
University of Victoria, BC, Canada, at a site near Azraq, Jordan, have
shown the age dates back about 250,000 years. And those food
utensils apparently were not cleaned after they were used!
http://www.cbc.ca/news/technology/stone-age-menu-antibodies-1.3
712201
Read more technical details in the Journal of Archaeological Science,
Volume 73, September 2016, Pages 36–44 at:
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0305440316301005
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