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St James School Graduation 2016

Photo Credit : Linda Wilson www.creativephotography-bylinda.com

FRONT ROW, L-R :

Stephanie Michelle Anderson, Crystal Sheppard, Jessie Youden, Patricia Athena Sheppard,
Donna-Lee Joyce, Adrianna Melanie Park, Breanna Murrin, Joanna Sheppard, Meagan Balding

BACK ROW, L-R :

Kyle B Sheppard, Jonathan V Sheppard, Kurt Sheppard, Blake Pennell, Alex Jesso,
Gordan White, Tyson Hoskins, Cameron Sheppard

GRADUATES ARE:

Kyle B Sheppard, Jonathan V Sheppard, Jessie Youden, Patricia Athena Herritt, Donna-Lee Joyce,
Adrianna Melanie Park, Breanna Murrin, Joanna Sheppard, Cameron Sheppard

Patrick Sheppard,
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

BUSINESS & ORGANISATION DIRECTORY

LH=Lark Harbour
YH=York Harbour
JB=John’s Beach
HC=Holy Communion MP=Morning Prayer EP=Evening Prayer
P&P=Prayer & Praise HB=Baptism
MHS=Mem Hymn Sing
( Full Moon

Several local businesses supported the BLOW·ME·DOWNER
in the past. Their inclusion here is a recognition of that support.
Other local businesses will be included at their request.
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11:00am, LH, Morning Prayer
11:00am, LH, Morning Prayer
Father’s Day, 7:00pm, LH, Evening Prayer
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St Jean-Baptiste - Fête Nationale du Québec
7:00pm, LH, Evening Prayer
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! Byrne’s Store, Main Street. York Harbour
groceries, hardware, gas & diesel, souvenirs

681-2040

! Captain Cook B&B & Cottages, York Harbour
Email: info@captaincookbb.ca
681-2906; 1-877-681-2906

Prov Sales Tax increases by 2% to make 15% HST
To be announced
11:00am LH, Holy Communion (tentative)
To be announced
( Full Moon
2:00pm JB, Cemetery Memorial Service **
2:00pm LH, Cemetery Memorial Service **
In case of inclement weather, Memorial Services
will be held in the respective churches.
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! Creative Photography by Linda, 131 Main St, Lark Hr
Email: creativephotographyraphybylinda9@gmail.com
131 Main St, Lark Harbour
709-681-2255
www.creativephotography-bylinda.com
! Curling ONE Stop Service Station, Corner Brook
automotive repairs, servicing, fuel

785-2619

! Drop In Lounge, 23 Main Street, Lark Harbour
entertainment, food, licenced

681-2103

! Eddie Joyce, MHA, Bay of Islands, Corner Brook
Member, House of Assembly.

634-7883

! Sheppard’s Clover Farm Store, Lark Harbour
groceries, hardware, gas, Sears agency, marine

681-2160

! ! ! Please support your local enterprises ! ! !

A VICTORY FOR DEMOCRACY
2 016

Labour Day
( Full Moon
Autumn begins (Autumnal Equinox)
Thanksgiving Day
( Full Moon
United Nations Day
Hallowe’en
Standard Time, turn clocks back 1hr
Remembrance Day
( Full Moon
International Children’s Day (UN)
( Full Moon
Winter begins (Winter Solstice)
Christmas Day

View our Webpage which contains all 100 past issues of
The BLOW•ME•DOWNER
at
www.blowmedowner.webs.com

It’s a relief to lower-income NLers that the Liberal Government under
Dwight Ball has made some intelligent changes to the hated ‘deficit
reduction levy’ that was due to be applied for the 2016 tax year on
everyone with income over $20,000. The tax floor has now been
raised to start only with those having incomes of $50,000 or more.
It’s smart of the government to do this, but it should never have been
introduced in its original form. It seems likely, too, that the
modification would not have been made without a deal with the Feds
to defer to 2032 our $267million equalisation debt, relic of when NL
was a ‘have’ province. It was particularly insulting to the average
NLer that the levy was originally introduced very close in time to the
resignation of Ed Martin, ex CEO of Nalcor, who received a $1.4
million tax-free golden handshake for his incompetence.
However, be that as it may, it begs the question, Would the Dwight
Ball Liberal Government have made the modification without help
from the Feds? I have my doubts. Of course, if they had planned the
levy to take money from those who can afford it, with annual incomes
of, say, $100,000 rather than those who can’t, there would not have
been such an outcry, and those wealthier individuals would scarcely
have noticed the proposed levy anyway.
— SLH
Read more at this URL:
http://www.macleans.ca/news/canada/newfoundland-and-labrador-s
cales-back-deficit-levy/
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STOCK MARKET JITTERS
AND HOW TO DEAL WITH THEM
OST OF US,

if we think about it at all, tend to feel that the Stock
Market is for those who have huge amounts of money to invest
and are involved in big business. This is perhaps true of traditional
investors in the Stock Market. So we think it is not for the likes of us.
We don’t understand what they mean when they talk about “bulls” and
“bears”, or being “long” or “short” on something. So we see it as an
esoteric world, mysterious beyond our ken, and we stay clear of it.
Maybe we hear about Stock Market fluctuations as part of the
news, but how will that affect us? If General Motors sells fewer cars
and the shares of GM tumble . . . well, so what? . . . we don’t work
for GM, and may never have owned one of their products.
We hear of Stock Market sell-offs, and we may think it really
doesn’t affect us. But it does. Our government pension funds, for
example, are heavily invested in the Stock Markets; so are our savings
at the bank or the credit union. We can’t avoid it. You may put your
savings under your mattress, or maybe you don’t even have savings,
but you can’t escape the Bulls and the Bears. Even stashed under you
mattress, those dollars lose their buying power. So why bother with
it, and even more, why try to understand it?
The rise and fall in any Stock Market depends in the final analysis
on how you and I spend our money. When we feel we are doing well,
we tend to go out and buy new cars, appliances, clothes, expensive
food, restaurant meals, vacations, cruises, etc. As a consequence,
those commercial enterprises make more profit and their appeal to
investors grows, increasing their value. On the other hand, when we
feel we are not doing so well, we reduce our spending, and the less
confident we feel, the greater the reduction. Such reductions are in
turn reflected in reduced share values.
These feelings of confidence, or the lack of it, may be caused by
our own personal circumstances, but equally often we are influenced
by what we see in the news. Are you more likely to visit the Middle
East when you hear of innocent tourists being shot or kidnapped?
Will you buy more beef if you hear that it may contain the mad cow
disease virus? Are you going to buy a new vehicle, or splash out on
an expensive vacation or buy that new ATV you have eyed so
covetously if you think yours could be the next job lost?
You may decide not to go ahead with these projects, or you may
proceed with some of them. But if you are afraid of losing your job,
or being placed on reduced hours, you may decide to delay all your
spending except for the essentials like food and clothing. And the less
essential the expenditure, the more likely it is to be delayed. Yet you
may not have lost your job, or had your work hours reduced, but you
believe the possibility is a real one.
And why? Because you heard that it is happening in Alberta, or
it happened to your neighbour. Most probably you heard talk of it in
the news media, or maybe very close to home there were rumours that
the fish plant where your spouse works might close. So you, and
thousands more like you, decide to hang on to their money. And if
this happens all over Canada, or the USA, or any other country, we
then hear of weak Stock Markets, or that “the Bears are on the prowl”.
Yet none of these things may yet have happened: they are mere
rumours that might never become concrete reality at all. Remember,
too, that every decision you make not to spend may contribute to
another job being lost from the work force, or even the closure of
another company, thereby throwing many workers out of their jobs.
The downward spiral may even turn back on you and terminate your
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job and perhaps your company. Such a downward spiral, once
started, is very difficult to stop and may last many months or years.
In his column in the New York Times, Robert J Shiller puts
forward an interesting notion. He sums it up quite neatly: “ ... global
recessions tend to begin when newly popular narratives reduce
individuals’ motivation to spend money. Psychology matters a great
deal.” In other words, we hear rumours that make us feel threatened,
and we react to them. And lo and behold, businesses are suddenly
feeling the pinch and laying off workers, simply because we, the
general public, believed what we heard in the news media. It may
even be true, but not always. Such fluctuations are normal, but we
often feel compelled to react, often making the situation worse.
So the Stock Market declines, probably by alarming amounts in
even one day, and we hear woeful tales of people who lost everything
in the market collapse. It’s a sad situation, but the fact is that those
people would not lose much, maybe nothing, if they did not panic and
sell all their investments at a loss when the market is low. If they held
on, most of their investments would recover with time, returning close
to, or perhaps surpassing, their earlier value. True, the odd company
may end up declaring bankruptcy, but the good solid ones most likely
will return close to their pre-recession status. Meanwhile, the people
who sell their shares at a low price then have to buy back at a higher
cost, or stay out of the market entirely. In that case they might as well
stash under the mattress whatever money they still have.
Panic selling, therefore, is the dangerous, contagious disease of
many stock market investors. Don’t sell when everyone else does.
Wait and watch. Then, when the market has stabilised, look round
and select new purchases, or add to the good ones you already
possess, many of which may still be available at a useful discount.
Just be cautious. Don’t rush in where fools fear to tread. But don’t
be afraid to go there at all. If Widget Corporation was a good
investment before the recession, it is likely still to be a good
investment. Watch it. Don’t be taken in by wiseacre statements that
“we are (or we are not) in a recession”. It matters not what people
call it. What matters is that it may present an opportunity to buy
shares at lower prices than they were not long ago.
Take advice from Warren Buffett, one of the wrold’s richest men:
pick your opportunity, and make a small purchase. If you use a
discount brokerage, the fees can be very reasonable depending on
your total holdings. However discount brokerages do not provide
investment advice. If you want such advice, then you need a full
service brokerage, which will cost more. Depending on the discount
brokerage, you may be able to purchase a board lot of shares for a fee
costing less than a family lunch at McDonalds. A typical transaction
fee may be as low as $9.95, based on how often you buy or sell, and
the value of your accounts.
If you are strongly averse to taking any risk at all, the Stock
Market may not be for you. But for average risk takers who can leave
their money invested for the longer term, it can be a much richer
investment than a regular savings account which pays only about 2%
or less interest yearly at the moment. A well-selected and balanced
portfolio of quality shares can yield 5 or 6% annually and keep pace
with, or even beat, inflation and the normal increases experienced in
the cost of living.
— SLH
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MUSKRAT FALLS AGAIN
T WAS INEVITABLE that the current economic crisis would reawaken

I

all the calls for cancelling the Muskrat Falls Project, but that would
be the absolute worst thing for the Government to do at this time.
Under ordinary circumstances governments are disinclined to look
very far ahead, and our present situation may be an excuse for even
more short-sighted remedies to be mooted.
Disappointingly, the Dwight Ball government has made some
badly conceived decisions which are likely to damage the NL
economy more than to help it. The income tax surcharge levy most
seriously affects the poorest economic sector, who are also the largest
sector of the population, while the wealthiest group, the smallest
sector but the best able to pay such a levy, get away with an amount
they will scarcely notice out of their personal budgets. This is NOT
a measure any Liberals should be proud of. The net result, if it
remains in place for long, well be to push the economy even further
into the red, because it removes a significant sum of money from the
pockets of a large number of people, reducing their spending ability,
in turn causing increased layoffs in the remaining workforce and
increasing the burden on EI.
If Mr Ball now decides to terminate the Muskrat Falls project, then
we may as well shut up shop and leave our beautiful province en
masse and immediately, while we still have a ferry system to take us
away.
One of the wisest decisions Mr Ball has made since forming his
government was to appoint Stanley Marshall, retired CEO of St John’s
based Fortis Corporation. Mr Marshall led the company for a number
of years until his retirement in 2014, and Fortis is generally rated
among Canada’s best-managed companies; if anyone is able to pull
Nalcor away from the brink of disaster, Stan is the Man.
Currently Mr Marshall is delving into the status of Nalcor,
including the possibility of cancelling it. However in a recent report
by CBC News he said, “there’s always a point in any project where
the cost of going forward is not worth it.” Given the borrowings and
expenditures that have already been made, it is inevitable that
cancellation at this point would leave the Province with a huge load
of debt, virtually no potential to repay it, and a useless, unfinished,
possibly dangerous, hydroelectric dam. And there is also the fact that
(1) our own increasing need of electricity, (2) the requirement to take
the old Holyrood oil-fired generating station out of service, and (3) to
satisfy our large contractual obligations to Emera (Nova Scotia’s
equivalent of Newfoundland and Labrador Power) may well be the
main factors necessitating completion of the Project—unless we want
to go back to the days of candles and oil lamps! The Emera
obligations (Maritime Link) would be particularly burdensome
because the Province would be forced to pay large sums in
compensation for a broken contract.
While the conditions described above may be the most significant
ones, there are others which would introduce complications, such as
the Federal guarantee of the Provincial loan which has already been
absorbed into the Project. If this Province were to close the Project
down and then default on the loan, which would be a clear possibility,
then the Federal Government as loan guarantor would have to assume
responsibility for the loan and our Province would no longer have
control of what should have been our hydroelectric project.
Mr Marshall is now 65 years old, but he has said that he plans to
stay with Nalcor for the two to four years that he estimates will be
needed to get Nalcor functioning properly again. It is a gigantic
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project for a small province, but that was known from the start.
However if under good management the costs can be controlled and
completion achieved within a reasonable time frame, then it will
become a very valuable asset of our economy. The arguments raised
by the critics of the project when they quote high prices for electrical
power do not seem to have taken into account the fact that oil
powered generation is also going to be more expensive in the future,
and even may not be acceptable to mainland markets in years to
come. Hydroelectricity will always remain a preferred form of
generation, especially with costs more stable in the long term than
power produced from oil generation or other alternatives.
Our Province must therefore supervise the construction phase of
the Muskrat Falls project more diligently than in the past, to ensure
that future costs remain competitive for the life of the system which
is likely to be for a very long and profitable time as demand for
electricity increases both at home here and in the export markets.

UK REFERENDUM ON
EUROPEAN UNION MEMBERSHIP
HE UNITED KINGDOM joined the European Union (the “European
Common Market” as it was then known) in 1973. Even then
membership was controversial, supported by the Conservative Party,
but not by Labour, and a similar, but milder, controversy remains to
this day. British concerns then, as now, as also in Canada for such
international agreements, revolves around the loss of jobs at home to
other countries where labour costs are lower, as well as concerns
about loss of international trade which are similar in both Britain and
Canada. The referendum on remaining or leaving the EU is
scheduled for 2016 June 23.
Trade and jobs are always at the very centre of international
negotiations, but immigration is yet another concern both in Canada
and Britain, especially with the mass migrations that are occurring on
a worldwide scale. The overall result is unprecedented economic and
social/ethnic instability and the threat, feared and experienced, of
terrorist interference as witnessed recently in France and Belgium. At
the same time there is economic difficulty, even failure, in many
countries, Venezuela being a recent example. All these contribute to
increased xenophobia around the world, creating tensions giving rise
to fascist murmurings, including on the North American continent.
All of these factors hinder amicable relations between countries and
foster a widespread desire to “keep the foreigners out”. This latter
demand has caused the introduction by several EU member nations
of tightened border controls, going directly against the standing EU
policy of open borders between member nations. This is largely the
result of the influx of thousands of illegal migrants entering eastern
and southern Europe from the Middle East and North Africa.
It is therefore not surprising that many British citizens, never too
happy with the free population movements possible within the EU,
are set to vote for the Brexit (British exit from the EU) ticket in the
June 23 referendum. If the UK does exit the EU, it will be a serious
matter which may damage the economies of both the UK and the EU,
and may even result in the failure of the EU.

T

For UK polling results on this issue, click HERE.
For background on UK membership of the EU, click HERE.
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TUNNEL LINKING NEWFOUNDLAND TO
LABRADOR
Inspired by:
An article by Geoff Bartlett, CBC News, 2016 May 08
A Liberal politician and businessman from the Forteau area of
Southern Labrador, Danny Dumaresque, has revived the idea of a
tunnel under the Straits of Belle Isle to link the Northern Peninsula of
the Island of Newfoundland with the Labrador Coast east of Forteau.
Mr Dumaresque suggests very rightly that it would provide great
advantages to the people of all Labrador, making transportation
possible at less cost and with greater reliability all year round.
Having lived in that area of Labrador for three years back in the
late 1960s, I know that travelling and getting supplies to Labrador
from the Island at any time of the year is a very considerable expense
for the local people. In 1966 the first scheduled ferry crossing was
inaugurated with a wooden vessel of the old “Newfoundland Splinter
Fleet” and, believe me, it was sometimes a formidable experience.
As today, the ferry operated between Blanc Sablon, QC, and
Anchor Point, NL, a distance of about thirty kilometres, but only from
May to December. The first ferry had a capacity of only 6 or 7
vehicles per crossing. The voyage normally took about 2½ hours. At
times, however, it was a hair-raising trip, as one watched one’s vehicle
lurch from gunwale to gunwale as the swells rolled through the long
draw of the Straits when the wind was north-east off the open Atlantic
Ocean. The old tub would sometimes roll as much as ninety degrees
from port to starboard.
Some ten of those “Splinter Fleet” vessels were built at Clarenville
around the end of the Second World War and were operated by the
Newfoundland Railway. No doubt they were solidly built and served
their original purpose well, but they were not designed as vehicle
ferries. The deck was built up to the level of the rails to facilitate
driving vehicles on and off with a wooden ramp tied to the deck rails
of the boat at one end, and that when wet was notoriously slippery,
and at certain times of the tide very steep. More than once the wheels
of vehicles driving on or off began to spin, and almost went into the
gap between boat and wharf. The vehicles were parked transversely
on the deck, held in place by clamps and chains attached to the chassis
of the vehicle and rings on the deck. But occasionally the clamp and
chain arrangement was not long enough, and a makeshift length of
rope would be used to extend it. It was reported that a brand new
pickup truck bought by a local man and being driven home from
Corner Brook to Labrador was inadequately attached to its deck ring,
broke loose, flattened the flimsy rail on the side of the deck, and went
to the bottom of the Straits. I have no personal knowledge of this
incident and it may well be a maritime myth, or a sailor’s tall tale, but
such an event would not have been beyond the realm of possibility.
The vessel operated today, the MV Apollo, is a vast improvement,
but there are still problems in winter when the Straits are blocked with
ice, perhaps for weeks on end, requiring ice-breaker assistance and
preventing the ferry from operating at all for days or weeks on end.
In recent years the Government of Newfoundland & Labrador has
provided air service for passengers, but general freight does not move
until the ferry (or coastal boat which still serves the North Labrador
Coast) can be resumed.
With more and better roads being constructed in Labrador, there
is a much greater need for a permanent link between the Island of
Newfoundland and the Southern Coast of Labrador. In the early
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1970s the subject was mooted and a small amount of work actually
began on the Labrador side just east of the Point Amour Lighthouse,
but it was abandoned in 1975. Had it been completed, it could have
provided a means of bringing Churchill Falls power to the Island and
perhaps a rail link for freight and perhaps also for passengers.
Recently Mr Danny Dumaresque has again raised the
issue of a tunnel. He has visited the northernmost point of
Norway where several tunnels and one undersea tunnel
have been constructed in terrain similar to that of
Labrador. One of these is almost 7km long and provides
an underwater link to the remote Island of Magerøya which CLICK
is arguably more remote than Labrador. The shortest
distance across the Belle Isle Straits is about 15km or 9 miles. The
Marine Crossing for Muskrat Falls power now under construction is
not a tunnel and does not follow a straight line. Instead, most of the
cable will be laid on the sea bed and protected from iceberg damage
by rock berms laid over it. Only the cable ends will be in tunnels.

Map showing the northernmost point of Norway, the Island of Magerøya
(top centre) which is linked to the mainland of
Norway by the North Cape Tunnel

For comparison purposes Norway has a population of 5,214,890,
approximately ten times that of Newfoundland & Labrador which has
514,538 population; an area of 385,178 sq km while N&L has
373,872 sq km; and a population density of 15.5 per sq km while
N&L has 1.38 per sq km). Population statistics differ considerably
but land areas are roughly comparable. These statistics would of
course play a significant role in decisions affecting the cost,
financing, and usefulness of such a link between the Island of
Newfoundland and the Coast of Labrador. But given the established
presence of hydro power, iron, and nickel, and perhaps other minerals
yet to be discovered as well as the huge tourism potential of Labrador,
such a link may be viable in the future.
Says Mr Dumaresque, the tunnel could possibly be financed at no
cost to taxpayers. He suggested possible funding by private investors
as was done in Canada with the Confederation Bridge to Prince
Edward Island and the Ontario Highway 407 north of Toronto. The
link could possibly also qualify to receive infrastructure financing
from the Federal Government.

Page 6

The BLOW•ME•DOWNER

Issue 101

CLOSING THE GAP BETWEEN
OUR PRINCIPLES AND OUR REALITY

US PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 2016
before the US
Presidential Election, the issue of who will be the two
candidates appears effectively to be decided. Only if there is some
cataclysmic event between now and Tuesday 2016 November 08 is
there likely to be an outcome different from Hillary Clinton as
Democratic nominee, and Donald Trump as the Republican. Bernie
Sanders has put up a good fight, but he is unlikely to be a threat to
Clinton at this point; Trump has all but eliminated his opponents, Ted
Cruz and John Kasich, who have suspended their campaigns.
However until the respective conventions have confirmed the choices,
no official statement is expected from either party, even though there
is little doubt of the outcomes.
The Republican Convention is set for July 18 to 21 in Cleveland,
Ohio, while the Democrats will be holding theirs in Philadelphia, PA,
July 25 to 28. There may be a brief hiatus after the conventions, but
expect the campaigns to begin with vengeance a few days later, even
as early as Monday, August 01. The two candidates will then have
about fourteen weeks to attack, denigrate, insult and vilify each other.
Then, if their behaviour so far can provide any clues, there is every
possibility that events will far exceed the relatively mild election
campaigns we Canadians are used to seeing here.
The next event will be the choice made by the two Presidential
candidates of their Vice Presidential running mates. This does not
involve a vote, but the usual choice is for an individual who could
heal the bitter divisions which may have developed during the earlier
campaigning, or who can provide some of the skills which the
Presidential candidate feels may be needed to strengthen his/her own
skills in performing the actual duties of President. The VP may even
replace the President as was the case with the assassination of JFK, or
in an impeachment of the President, although these considerations do
not seem to have much of a role in the choosing of the VP.
Read Anthony Zurcher’s article Who will be Trump’s running
mate? for a list and some information about individuals who may be
up for consideration by Donald Trump for the Office of Cice
President.
For possibilities for Hillary Clinton’s choice, check out Who will
Hillary Clinton’s running mate be? Here are some ideas where
several names are suggested, though perhaps not well-known to most
Canadians. Over the next few weeks these people are likely to receive
more news coverage. Issues of race, gender, previous governmental
experience, among other qualities, are likely to be significant in both
the Presidential candidates’ choices.
What remains to be seen also is how Donald Trump will respond
to Canada, his immediate neighbour to the north, should he become
President. To date we have very scant indication of his policies, so
there is not much Canada can do but wait for the outcome of the USA
Election in and after November of this year. If Hillary Clinton is
elected, however, things are likely to remain much the same as now
regarding Canada, although we should perhaps prepare ourselves to
deal with less responsive people south of the border since the
pressures facing Barack Obama are likely to be greater rather than less
if and when they are facing Hillary. Donald Trump, however, remains
a totally unknown quantity.
—SLH
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ITH APPROXIMATELY SIX MONTHS LEFT

T IS EASY TO MAKE PROMISES.

We all do it, from the cradle to the
grave. Believe it or not, even our politicians do it. Consider, for
instance, the number of times our politicians have promised to
eliminate child poverty, or poverty among many seniors. The latest
such promise, to close the gap between what we claim to be our
principles and the way our society deals with transgender Canadians.
Under the Canadian Human Rights Act, among other things that are
listed, it is illegal to discriminate against a person for his/her sexual
orientation, but one problem still remains: the rights associated with
gender identity.
For most of us in Canada, gender identity is not a problem. We
know if we are male or female, no matter whether our sexual
preferences are heterosexual or homosexual. However, this is not so
in many countries, where anything but heterosexual relationships are
forbidden and often met officially with violent and cruel punishment.
Fortunately in Canada we have progressed beyond this point,
although there are individuals who would turn back the clock, and
there are also a few areas where gaps still exist.
One group that remains unprotected by our Human Rights
legislation is transgender Canadians. They are a small minority, but
they face discrimination in one particular issue that is not obvious to
the rest of us.
As a teenager I grew up in rural England. It was a very
conservative area, but there was no doubt about who was a man, and
who was a woman . . . . Until the arrival of Trousers Nell.
Trousers Nell dressed in men’s clothes, but was slightly shorter
and plumper than the average man, although not sufficiently to draw
attention. I refer to her as “she” because she was known as and used
the name “Nell”. She worked as a farm labourer and was capable of
any work a man could do, including hefting 112 pound sacks of grain
at harvest time. But of course sexual orientation was a taboo topic
in those days and we kids certainly knew nothing about it. Among
ourselves we did speculate a few times about whether Nell would use
the men’s or the women’s washrooms. Unisex washrooms were never
heard of at that time in rural England.
However it is such transgender issues that the Federal Government
is currently in process of clarifying. For those of us who have never
been personally affected by such issues, it may seem trivial, but it can
be a source of embarrassment or even social castigation for those
affected by it, and it needs to be addressed under the Human Rights
Code. Parliament will therefore be asked to approve the inclusion of
gender identity under the existing rules outlawing discrimination.
Similar changes have previously been brought before the House
of Commons and approved, but failed to receive Senate approval
where arguments were raised that protection of rights for transgender
people could put children at risk.
There is no guarantee that approval with be forthcoming this time
either. It is unfortunate that almost any deviation, especially sexual,
from what is perceived as “the norm”, immediately attracts suspicion
and is often prevented from being addressed in our society. It is time
that society in general recognised this extreme unfairness to a segment
of the population that has since time immemorial been harshly treated
as criminal. Superstition of that nature has no place in our modern
culture.
—SLH
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! Great Humber Joint Council: Councillor Melanie spoke on the
topic of errors and omissions as this was discussed during the last
meeting of the GHJC. Motion to purchase Errors and Omissions
coverage as part of the current insurance policy.

Lark Harbour

! Upcoming Training: Clerks to attend training in Corner Brook on
2016 May 12 and in Deer Lake on May 31.

REPORT OF REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
2016 APRIL 18

! Complaints received regarding an obstruction of view at the
intersection of Town Hall Road and Main Road.

Present: Mayor Jamie Park
Deputy Mayor Olivia Spurrell
Councillors: Melanie Joyce, Rose Sheppard,
Dennis Sheppard
Clerks:
Peggy Sheppard (Recording Minutes)
Joanna Pottle
Meeting commenced at 6:30 pm.
! Approved minutes of Regular Meeting of 2016 March 10 and
Special Meetings of 2016 March 11, 15, and 21.
! Water/Sewer Update: Review of correspondence with Anderson
Engineering and Department of Environment & Conservation
regarding the water source and the application process for making
it a protected water supply. The application has been completed
and will be submitted once the water is in use. No word on the
status of Phase 2 application. Clerk directed to follow up with
Anderson Engineering regarding monitoring of fish ladder.

! A number of complaints received regarding roaming dogs.
! Discussion held on the condition of Bottle Cove Road and byroad grading. Agreed to wait until next month when the roads
have dried up.
! Notice received that a local business is no longer in operation.
! Wage subsidy request received from CYN.
! Sign missing from Pennell Road.
! Complaint received regarding amount of garbage around a
resident’s property.
! Request to have an additional key cut for the garbage box.
! Motion to close out Recreation Committee bank account.
! $500 received from Celebrate Canada for Canada Day
Celebrations.

! Playground Upgrades: Discussion regarding ordering new
playground equipment. Agreed that gates would need to be put in
place and the area kept locked while under construction. Clerk
directed to check on cost and funding for fencing. All agreed to
purchase multi color equipment, red, blue and yellow. Motion
made to donate the existing playground to the OBIEC to be
erected at Bottle Cove.

! Discussion held on the number of dilapidated properties in the
community. Clerk directed to follow up on this.

! The following items will be purchased: rockin rider, digger, paint
for garbage cans, one piece playset, swings, sign (advisory board).
Once the specs are received on the installation of the equipment a
contractor will be hired to remove the old playground and install
the new one.

! All other correspondence reviewed with no follow up necessary.

! Letter received from Department of Environment and
Conservation RE: Burning Prohibition of Demolition Materials.
! Letter from Robert Keenan FFAW Project Manager requesting
support for Rural NL. Clerk directed to reply.

Meeting adjourned at 9:20 pm.

! Clerk directed to contact NL power and have power cut on sheds.
! Financial Report: Motion made to approve the financial report and
accounts payable of $1,212.00.
! Budget variance report reviewed. It was noted that the Fire
Department budget is exhausted. To be discussed at the next
quarterly Fire Department meeting on 2016 April 27th.

HAPPY
CANADA

! Approved 1 building permit.
! Spring Cleanup: Dates set for Monday May 16th and Tuesday
May 17th for the Towns of Lark Harbour and York Harbour. A
complete list of acceptable and unacceptable items is available at
the Town office.
! CIP 150: Clerk directed to find out more information on available
funding analifying projects.

DAY
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AUSTRALIA MAY BE AN OFFENDER
AGAINST HUMAN RIGHTS

With the huge number of displaced persons currently on the move and
looking for places of refuge, the countries willing to allow entry of
such people are facing great difficulties. Canada is one such country,
but while we have problems in our economy, we have opened our
borders to many thousands of refugees from the Middle East,
especially Syria. Some 25,000 individuals have been accommodated
in Canada since October 2015, and we can be justifiably proud of this
effort. Yet it is a small fraction of those needing accommodation, who
are waiting in refugee camps in Eastern Europe and the Middle East,
in countries like Greece and Turkey. These countries have faced very
specific difficulties because they are located directly on the routes
taken by refugees from Syria, Lebanon, and others, as they head north
and west to more prosperous nations of Northern Europe.
Meanwhile, we in Canada have been fortunate that we are largely
insulated from the uncontrolled influx of these people by the rather
formidable barrier of the Atlantic Ocean. So while we have some
justification because of our acceptance of 25,000 refugees already, as
well as the announced intention of taking more, we must be careful to
keep in mind that if those refugees were able to, they would be
flooding our borders too. And in that case the attitude of many
Canadians would be vastly different.
Australia has long been a desirable destination for emigrants from
Western Europe seeking a better living and more open spaces.
Located relatively close to the south of countries of South-East Asia
like Papua New Guinea, Australia has been an attractive target for
emigrants and refugees leaving those countries, placing it in a very
different situation from Canada. Poverty is rife in many regions of SE
Asia, creating large numbers of economic refugees as opposed to
political ones, although some may be classed as both economic and
political.
In order to prevent their country being flooded with large numbers
of refugees, Australians have put in place strict regulations to limit
immigration, but the close proximity of a number of islands has made
it difficult to enforce. To remedy that, they have made agreements
with neighbouring countries who, for payment, have undertaken to
operate refugee camps i9n their territory. As might be expected, this
is a system which, if it not to be abused, requires very strict
monitoring and supervision, both of which have been lacking. In the
words of Elaine Pearson, Australia’s Director of Human Rights
Watch,
“After two years, Australia’s experiment in offshore detention
has been a disaster. Even the few people provided refugee
status have been denied freedom of movement and the right to
work. All should be allowed to move on with their lives in
dignity and security.”
An article in Newsweek Magazine of 2015 November 13 details how
a riot at the Christmas Island detention centre caused Australian
authorities to defend their country’s record against criticism from the
UN Human Rights Council in Geneva, Switzerland. By 2013 tens of
thousands of refugees were there, and Australia changed its policy,
sending new asylum seekers arriving on boats to Papua New Guinea
and Nauru, whose governments were provided with funding by
Australia to handle all asylum claims.
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Conditions of life for the inhabitants of these detention centres are
inevitably poor, with human nature being such that no one accepts
overall responsibility for those living there: for Australia, the refugees
are out of sight; for PNG and Nauru they are a means of making some
money, but not really their responsibility. Members of the media are
certainly discouraged from visiting the camps. Elaine Pearson reports
on how Nauru is achieving this:
“Here’s an innovative way to discourage foreign media
scrutiny of a touchy human rights issue: jack-up the cost of a
journalist visa 40-fold, from A$200 to A$8000 (US$178 to
US$7108). That’s precisely what the government of the small
Pacific nation of Nauru has done, dressing up that
skyrocketing increase as a means to “increase revenue.” The
fee is nonrefundable even if the visa application is rejected.”
Dispatches: Foreign Journalists Aren’t Welcome in Nauru.
The unfortunate inhabitants of these detention centres in Papua
New Guinea and Nauru were already living in appalling conditions,
unknown to the world at large even prior to the intensification of the
Middle East refugee issues which have occupied the world’s
consciousness in recent years. Since then, if they were known
previously to anyone, they seem to have been virtually forgotten now.
Ms Pearson of Human Rights Watch seems to be about the only voice
speaking publicly about their unfortunate plight.
If you are interested in this topic, or in the work of Human Rights
Watch, you may wish to review some of the criticism which has been
levelled against the organisation. Such criticism may sometimes of
course be valid, but surely it is preferable that such organisations
(Amnesty International is another) should exist to draw our attention
to human rights abuses, rather than their being stifled under the
weight of negative criticism. If we ignore or reject their efforts, we
may find ourselves standing alone, should we at some time, heaven
forbid, need their support. But by then it may be too late.
— SLH
A man and his words - worth thinking about
Pastor Martin Niemöller, 1892 - 1984
First they came for the Socialists, and I did not speak out—
Because I was not a Socialist.
Then they came for the Trade Unionists, and I did not speak out—
Because I was not a Trade Unionist.
Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out—
Because I was not a Jew.
Then they came for me—and there was no one left to speak for me.
Martin Niemöller (1892–1984) was a prominent Protestant
pastor who emerged as an outspoken public foe of Adolf
Hitler and spent the last seven years of Nazi rule in
concentration camps.

