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A TRIBUTE TO HARRY MAXWELL YOUDEN

and respected in the
community where he spent the greater part of his life. Aside from
a few years as a young man when he was a crew member on ships
sailing to various world ports, and a spell when he worked as a logger
with his brothers the late Harvey and Lowell Youden, his working
years were devoted mainly to the work of most Newfoundlanders of
his generation - fishing. But as a lifelong resident of Lark Harbour,
the two mainstays of Harry’s life were his devotion to his wife
Beaulah, their five children and their grandchildren; and to the church
of his own baptism, marriage, confirmation, and many events in the
lives of their children: St James Anglican Church, Lark Harbour.
Harry has often spoken about his years as a church warden, and he
counts among his friends most of the clergy who have served in this
parish during his lifetime. There were times too when the old church,
located at the eastern end of the community at the lower end of the
present cemetery but now replaced with a new building at the junction
of Main Street and Littleport Road, suffered storm damage, and Harry,
along with other stalwart churchmen of the community, saved the
building from what may have been complete destruction.
Harry was not a formally educated man, nor was he one to seek the
limelight. Instead, he was one of those educated in the school of life,
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ARRY WILL LONG BE REMEMBERED

who worked quietly and diligently in the background, to do what he
could for his community. He also exhibited a great wealth of common
sense and human sympathy for those who, in his view were much less
fortunate than himself. He was a man of his generation of
Newfoundlanders; there are not too many like him still living today.
One of his most notable characteristics was his great Christian
faith. It is a rare thing to meet anyone who can talk about his faith in
the plain terms he chose, and which have governed his life, but Harry
possessed that capability. He was able to approach the last years of
his life in a contented and peaceful manner that few others can do in
the way they have prepared themselves to meet their Maker. Aware
of his health difficulties after suffering a number of years with kidney
trouble, he had to undergo dialysis three days a week, requiring
journeys to the hospital from Lark Harbour, an onerous activity for
anyone who is not well, but Harry never complained. He often
remarked that he was ready for the Lord to take him, and he had no
intention of trying to prolong the process.
As age began to play a greater role in his life, and after the sad
death from cancer of Beaulah, the love of his life, Harry moved into
Mountain View Seniors’ Residence in Corner Brook where he became
one of the most beloved residents of the staff in that place. The
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picture at right on page 1 shows Harry in the kitchen of his home in
August 1978. The happiness that radiated from this man is clearly to
be seen, and he retained that quality to the end of his life.
I consider myself to have been privileged to know this man. His
human values impressed me. With no formal education, he was
successful in finding a philosophy of life for himself, based on his own
observations, and with that as his guide he maintained himself and his
family through periods of intense hardship and difficulty.
If there is one way of summing up the life of the late Harry
Maxwell Youden, it is to say:

He was one of nature’s Gentlemen.
— SL H
Obituary

HARRY MAXWELL YOUDEN
1933 July 09 - 2015 August 04
YOUDEN, born July 9, 1933 in Lark Harbour,
Newfoundland passed peacefully away at Western Memorial
Regional Hospital on August 4, 2015, at the age of 82. He will be
lovingly remembered by his children Gordon Youden (Joan),
Frederick Youden (Linda), Brenda Larkin (William), Janet Byrne,
Joanne Rotchford (Thomas), as well as by grandchildren Scott
Sheppard, Elliott Youden, Olivia Spurrell (Neil), Matthew Larkin
(Jennifer), Lacey Larkin (Joey), Maria Lushman (Corey), Miranda
Byrne, Malachi Rotchford, and Monica Rotchford; and by great
grandchildren Emily and Owen Spurrell, Lily and Avah Lushman, and
Carter and Gracie Lushman. He will be missed by sisters-in-law Mary
Youden, Linda Janes (Lloyd), Marie Park and brothers-in-law Moses
Sheppard, George Sheppard (Jacqueline), Lee Sheppard (Rowena);
and numerous nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends.
He was predeceased by his wife Beaulah, parents Frederick &
Florence Youden, brothers Harvey Youden (Blanche), Lowell
Youden, Gerald Youden and Gordon Youden and brothers-in-law
Freeman Sheppard (Annie) and Eric Sheppard, mother and
father-in-law Richard and Olive Sheppard. The funeral service will be
held on Thursday, August 6 at 2:00 p.m. at St. James Anglican Church
in Lark Harbour with Reverend Canon Roberta Woodman officiating.
The interment will follow at the church cemetery. Friends may visit St.
James Anglican Church in Lark Harbour on Tuesday from 7-9 p.m.
and Wednesday from 2-4 & 7-9 p.m. In lieu of flowers donations may
be made to St. James Anglican Church Memorial Fund. The family
guestbook may be signed by visiting www.fillatre.ca
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
LH = Lark Harbour

YH = York Harbour

JB = John’s Beach

HC = Holy Communion MP = Morning Prayer

EP = Evening Prayer

P&P = Prayer & Praise; HB = Baptism; MHS = Mem Hymn Sing
 = Full Moon
 = New Moon
2015

SEPTEMBER

2015

6th

Sun - Pentecost 15 LH : 11:00am, Holy Communion
JB : 7:00pm, Memorial Hymn Sing
7th Labour Day
13th  Sun - Pentecost 16 LH : 11:00am, Morning Prayer
JB : 7:00pm, Evening Prayer
20th Sun - Pentecost 17 LH : 7:00pm, Prayer & Praise
JB : 10:30am, Holy Communion
22nd Fall begins - Autumnal Equinox
27th  Sun - Pentecost 18 LH : 7:00pm, Prayer & Praise
JB : 10:30am, Holy Communion
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The BLOW·ME·DOWNER is posted on the Internet at the
Website www.blowmedowner.webs.com
before or on the first Friday of the month.
Submit copy to blowmedowner@gmail.com.
Small social & personal announcements FREE.
All copy should be submitted at least three days
before publication date for best inclusion.
Late submissions may be included in the next issue.
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th

Sun - Pentecost 19 LH : 11:00am, Holy Communion
JB : 7:00pm, P&P/Parish Event
11th Sun - Rogation Days & Harvest Thanksgiving
LH : 11:00am, Holy Communion
JB : 7:00pm, Holy Communion
Please bring along non-perishable Food Items for the Food Bank
12th  Mon Thanksgiving Day
18th Sun Pentecost 21 LH : 7:00pm, Memorial Hymn Sing
JB : 10:30am, Holy Communion
19th Mon Canada Federal General Election
24th Sat
United Nations Day
25th Sun Pentecost 22 LH : 7:00pm, Holy Communion
JB : 10:30am, Morning Prayer
27th  Tues
31st Sat
Hallowe’en
2015

NOVEMBER

2015

st

1
Sun Back to Standard Time - Clocks back 1 hour
11th  Wed Remembrance Day
18th Sun
25th  Wed
30th Mon NL Provincial General Election
2015

ADVANCE DATES

2 015

Dec 11th  Fri
Dec 21st Mon Winter begins
Dec 25th  Fri Christmas Day
Christmas Day 2015 and New Year’s Day 2016 are both Fridays
Full Moon ( also occurs on Christmas Day 2015

It was intended to take a break from publishing the
BLOW·ME·DOWNER in September, but the passing
of an old friend, neighbour, and respected
lifetime resident of Lark Harbour
HARRY MAXWELL YOUDEN
prompted a change.
This is therefore a special issue for September.
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CHECK THESE NEWS STORIES OUT
These stories are selected for their surprise element,
or where someone acts contrary to what we would expect,
perhaps for reasons we would consider inappropriate.
Click the blue headlines to read the original reports.
Woman drowns in Dubai
after father blocks rescue to save ‘honour’
From The Telegraph, London, England; & AFP 2015 Aug 11.

Honour is one of those things that causes people to make all kinds of
strange and often unreasonable decisions, and this may be one of the
most bizarre. Presumably it was done in the name of religion, but
what kind of a God or religious faith would condone this?
Be warned: You can be too environmentally careful
From The Weather Network, 2015 July 26.

Taking care of the environment is something we should all try to do,
but as this news story shows, it is possible to be a little too careful.
It depends on the circumstances, the nature of the environment, and
your own personal situation. You just have to use your best
judgement.
So who is CSIS protecting? Us or the Oil Industry?
Environmental groups’ lawyer can’t talk about testimony
From The Canadian Press, 2015 August 13.

B.C. Civil Liberties Association executive director Josh Paterson
says he’s been barred from disclosing his own testimony to the
Security Intelligence Review Committee. More frequently one has
to question what is happening in our justice system and security
agencies when they take these secrecy approaches.
In Defence of Teachers
by Brian Jones, in the St John’s Telegram, 2015 August 14

“If you’re a teacher, the Conservative Party of Canada doesn’t
want your vote. If you’re a B.Ed. student or retired teacher, the
CPC doesn’t care a whit whether you cast a ballot for them.” So
begins an article by Brian Jones, a writer with the St John’s
Telegram.
Click on the link above to read the rest of this young journalist’s
refreshing opinion of political attack ads and those who use them.
Can tech turn the Moon into the world’s biggest billboard?
From Fox News, 2015 August 18

and Pocari Product Launch Goes Lunar
From The Wall Street Journal, 2014 May 15

Why is it that just about every modern technological development is
developed or applied by either the Military Establishment or the
Advertising Industry? Isn’t it high time the world began to
concentrate its effort more positive things such as disease, poverty
and food production? Read the two reports linked above, and decide
what you think?
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One or Two Drinks a Day Might Boost Cancer Risk
From Healthday News, 2015 August 19

There are research reports to prove almost anything you want to
prove. In the past we have been warned of the dangers of alcohol
consumption: don’t drink, it will kill you. Then there appeared some
research that said a glass or two of wine a day was good for your
heart. Now we find a new research project from the T H Chan School
of Public Health in Harvard University, Boston, USA, which tested
136,000 people, concluding that one or two drinks a day might boost
your risk of cancer. Done by a renowned research institute, you might
think that should be a survey you could trust.
The same kind of conflicting results have appeared from countless
research projects on almost every topic under the sun. The Canada
Food Guide recommends daily consumption of milk. Other dietary
experts disagree. Fruit juice is another item, once acclaimed as an
ideal source of almost everything our bodies need. Then we hear that
juice isn’t so good, because it lacks fibre, so it is better to eat the
whole fruit or vegetable. So what should we believe? Your guess is
probably as good as anyone else’s.
Next week you may well find another report recommending the
opposite of the last one, so take these reports with a pinch of salt. But
remember also that too much salt isn’t good for you either!
Perhaps therefore the wisest solution is to simply eat and drink
what you want, when you want it, in moderation, of course.
Moderation, they say, is the only virtue. But moderation can also be
dull, so a little excess from time to time might be necessary to relieve
the boredom of a life that has become too virtuously moderate!
Sympathy for Stephen Harper:
Imagine that everyone you trusted had lied to you
From The Windsor Star, 2015 August 21

Poor Mr Harper! Does your heart bleed for him, caught up in all this
nastiness of the Duffy Affair? Read this article and see what you
think. The writer, Andrew Coyne, is a very competent national
political commentator for the National Post and other newspapers.
Pregnant teenager Neysi Perez ‘wakes up in coffin’
a day after her funeral
From a report by Serina Sandhu in The Independent, London, 2015 August 26

Being buried alive has been a possibility that people have feared for
centuries. It peaked in the 1800s and American author of horror
fiction Edgar Allan Poe took advantage of that fear in some of his
stories, notably The Premature Burial. His story ranks among great
literature, but is perhaps not a story for the faint-hearted.
The incident described in this headline is reportedly true.
According to the literature, premature burial has often occurred in the
past, before modern medicine and law made confirmation of death
more scientific than it used to be, but it is a rare event today.
And then this man, who experienced a happier ending:Man walks in on his own funeral after 36 hours stuck under rubble
in wake of Douma bombing
From a report by Adam Withnall, also in The Independent, London, 2015 August 20

Both the above events are true, but both were lucky people, as many
have been much less fortunate.
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THE DUFFY TRIAL
to comment on what is
happening in the trial of Senator Mike Duffy over charges of
possible misappropriation of funds from his expense account, but one
feels compelled to express concern. We have heard in the past of
deception and skulduggery over financial matters by previous
governments, but one of Stephen Harper’s election promises was to
clean up this kind of corruption.
Now we see some fine examples of corrupt behaviour in the actual
Office of the Prime Minister of what claimed to be, when it took
office in 2006, the most squeaky-clean government Canada has ever
had: the Harper Conservatives.
One might reasonably expect that the Office of a Prime Minister
who promised to eradicate corruption during his watch, would be the
least likely place for corruption to take over, but the Duffy business
has clearly shown this not to be so. Not only were there covert
machinations going on there, but they involved some of the highest
individuals involved in that Office, including the PM’s most trusted
Chief of Staff. Only a full, open investigation and resolution of the
entire matter by the RCMP will tell us whether Harper himself was
party to any of it. We have heard accusations thrown around by so
many in the PMO that it is hard to believe that the boss himself did
not know what was going on.
And if, as he is claiming, Harper truly
did not know what was happening relative to the Duffy matter, then
serious questions arise about his competence as PM. Here are some
of them :1. How could Harper be oblivious of a situation that was obviously
occupying so much attention from senior officials?
2. Why would Nigel Wright not have considered the matter
important enough to bring it to Harper’s attention?
3. Is Harper’s judgement to be trusted concerning the competence
and trustworthiness of the senators, cabinet members, and other
senior officials he selected and appointed?
4. Is it likely that Harper’s apparent lack of supervision in the PMO
could also be reflected in his relationships with other senior
government officials and their offices?
5. Considering Harper’s evasiveness and vacillation when
questioned about this matter in the House of Commons, can we
trust his statements on anything else?
6. As it appears that Harper has been unable to run his own Office in
an open, honest and competent manner, how worthy is he to be
entrusted with the highest elected political office in Canada?

I

T MAY BE A LITTLE
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Could you trust him to work for you?

PREMATURE

Having started his tenure as Prime Minister with a claim of open
and honest government in contrast to the Chretien and Martin
governments that preceded his, Harper’s obfuscation of
Parliamentary procedure and particularly his handling of the Duffy
affair seems rather like a clear case of ‘the pot calling the kettle
black’, or at least a glaring example of administrative incompetence.
This is rather surprising, given his widely known micro-management
of his subordinates.
Surely at the top level of government in Harper’s Canada as in
Harry S Truman’s 1945 US Presidency, there can be no argument but
that THE BUCK STOPS HERE.
Would you engage a lawyer (Harper is one) whose
office was embroiled in issues like those in the PMO?
Continued in next column º º º º º

Continued from previous column

Do you think this incompetent, arrogant Prime Minister
deserves the confidence of Canadians for a fourth time
to manage our great country, our failing economy,
our national security, numerous social problems,
and neglected international relations,
when apparently he can’t even manage his own office?

The Town
of

Lark Harbour

In case you have not seen it, the statement printed verbatim below
was issued by Lark Harbour Town Council on 2015 July 23 to inform
residents of the decision on Amalgamation with the Town of York
Harbour.
July 23, 2015
Dear resident:
The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the results of our recent
survey and to provide a rationale regarding our decision on
amalgamation. Our town council has devoted much time and energy
into exploring the feasability of joining with the Town of York
Harbour. We have held meetings with our partners at the provincial
level and have discussed the various options that are available. We
have also consulted with professional developers and held various
conversations with members of the York Harbour Town Council.
We have come to the conclusion that amalgamation is not in our best
interests at this time. Our survey results indicated a strong opposition
to the concept with the vast majority of respondents indicating they
were not in favour of the proposition. Moreover, we feel the financial
implications, as well as the debt that would result in amalgamation is
not practical for a community our size.
The Town of Lark Harbour remains, as always, committed to serving
our residents in the best ways possible. We will continue to explore
other avenues of funding as we move forward. Your feedback and
participation in our town is very much appreciated and welcomed.
We look forward to working with you in the future.
Sincerely,
Lark Harbour Town Council.
Council may be contacted at:
Telephone (709) 681-2270
FAX
(709) 681-2900
Email
larkharbourtowncouncil@nf.aibn.com
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! Crown Land Applications deferred until the July monthly meeting.
The Town
of

Lark Harbour

! Financial Report approved with no accounts payable at this time.
! Building Permits all applications approved.
! Write Offs: Mayor Jamie declared a conflict of interest and
excused himself from this segment of the meeting. Council
approved write offs of $15.13 as presented.

Report of Regular Council Meeting of 2015 June 15
Present:
Mayor – Jamie Park
Deputy Mayor – Jeremiah Barry (via Teleconference)
Councillors – Dennis Sheppard, Rose Sheppard, Olivia Spurrell
Clerk – Peggy Sheppard (Recording Minutes)
Guest – Lorraine Humber
Absent:
Clerk – Joanna Pottle
Meeting commenced at 6:30 pm.
! Lorraine Humber attended the meeting for a discussion on the
possibility of Black Spruce Exploration drilling in Little Port.
Ms Humber brought a lot of valid points and good questions to
the table. Council has scheduled a meeting with Mr Ian Kennedy,
Director of Black Spruce Exploration, for Tuesday, June 23rd.
Many of Ms Humber's questions will be asked of Mr Kennedy at
that time.
! Approved Minutes of Regular Council Meeting of 2015 May 11
and of Special Council Meeting Minutes of 2015 May 26.
! Water/Sewer Update: Clerk has been in contact with the
Department of Municipal and Intergovernmental Affairs regarding
funding for Phase 2. To date there has been no approval. There
has been correspondence received from the Department of
Fisheries and Oceans regarding damage that the fish ladder
sustained during heavy rainfall last fall. After discussing this
issue with MIGA, all agreed to apply for Emergency funding to
have these repairs completed. Clerk directed to write letter to Mr.
Keith Hutchings, as well as contact Anderson Engineering to get
this issue resolved in a timely manner.
! Amalgamation: Lark Harbour and York Harbour councils are
scheduled to meet on Tuesday, June 16th to prepare for
Wednesday's conference call with Minister Hutchings.
! Repairs to Beacon Road: ZR Enterprises will make these repairs
as previously discussed.
! Playground/Skate park Upgrades: Quote received from ZR
Enterprises to move the 2 storage buildings from the current
location in the parking lot to the area of the skate park. Lengthy
discussion on the benefits of having these buildings moved vs.
keeping them in the existing location. Vote was held: Councillor
Olivia and Deputy Mayor Jeremiah were against moving the
buildings and Councillors Dennis and Rose were in favour of
moving them; Mayor Jamie cast the tie breaking vote in favour of
moving the buildings to the skate park. Clerk directed to check
cost of a rubber membrane to construct an ice surface at the skate
park. Deputy Mayor Jeremiah will erect signs on the playground:
“No dirt bikes or ATVs permitted”.

! Student Work & Service Program: Grade 12 student Leah Callfas
was selected as the successful applicant for the grant. Application
has been submitted by Council.
! CIP 150 Funding/Provincial Health and Wellness Grant:
Discussion held on application for playground equipment using the
CIP 150 funding. This funding is provided on a 50/50 cost share
ratio. Application to be submitted to purchase new playground
equipment, benches, picnic tables, garbage cans, etc.
! Forest Fire: Discussion held on forest fire that took place in Lark
Harbour on Thursday, 2015 June 04.
! Computer for Town Office: Approved purchase of new tower for
Council office.
! Canada Day Celebrations: Bike rodeo will be taking place at
Blow Me Down Provincial Park as in previous years.
! Canadian Red Cross: The Canadian Red Cross will be holding a
public presentation on Monday, 2015 June 22, at 7:00pm at the
York Harbour Town Hall. This presentation is on Disaster
Response and Personal Preparedness.
! CEEP (Community Enhancement Employment Program):
Application deadline is 2015 July 24. Council will apply for
Breakwater repairs.
! Complaint received regarding the poor condition of Route 450.
! Letter received requesting breakwater repairs.
! Approved purchase of new coffee pot for upstairs.
! Complaint received regarding dirt bikes on skate park.
! Clerks approved to attend PMA training session in Deer Lake on
Friday, June 26.
! All correspondence viewed with no follow up necessary.
Meeting adjourned at 9:45 pm.
Council may be contacted at:
Telephone (709) 681-2270
FAX
(709) 681-2900
Email
larkharbourtowncouncil@nf.aibn.com

NOTE :
Due to Council’s requirement for Reports of their
meetings to be approved before publication at a full
meeting of all Council members, these Reports will
now be published after approval at the following
Monthly Meeting of Council.

