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HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION 2014
St James School, Lark Harbour

From left to right - Mitchell Herritt, Christopher Strickland, Nicholas Childs, Ryan Park, Kirklind Childs,
Joshua Childs, Tyler Darrigan, Jenna Flood, Meagan Sheppard, Bobbi Sheppard, Brittany Sheppard.
Congratulations to the Students, their Parents and their Teachers
on the successful conclusion of their high school careers.
Picture courtesy of the Students and Vice Principal Bonnie Wheeler
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
LH = Lark Harbour

YH = York Harbour

JB = John’s Beach

HC = Holy Communion; MP = Morning Prayer; EP = Evening Prayer

2014
1

st

2nd
8th
15th

J UNE

2 014

Sun

Easter 7 - LH, 11:00am - Baptism & HC
JB, 7:00pm - Mem Hymn Sing
Mon 6:30pm
CHRISTMAS in JUNE
FOOD BANK COLLECTION
Sun Pentecost - LH, 11:00am - Baptism & HC
JB, 7:00pm - HC
Sun Trinity - Fathers’ Day - LH, 7:00pm - HC
JB, 10:30am - Baptism & HC
If your Father has died, you are invited to bring along a White Rose to be placed
on the Bible in his memory. This will be done during services at both churches.

21st Sat
22nd Sun
29th

Sun

Summer begins
Pentecost 2 - LH, 7-00pm - Prayer & Praise
JB, 10:30am - HC
Ss Peter & Paul - LH, 7-00pm - Holy Communion
JB, 10:30am - Morning Prayer

2014
1st
6th
13

th

20th
27th

J ULY

18

th

2 014

Tues Canada Day
Sun Pentecost 4 - LH, 11:00am - MP
JB, 7:00pm - HC
Sun Pentecost 5 - LH, 11:00am - HC
JB, 7:00pm - Prayer & Praise
Sun Pentecost 6 - LH, 7:00pm - HC
JB, 2:30pm - Cem Memorial Service
Sun Pentecost 7 - LH, 2:00pm - Cem Memorial Service
YH, 3:15pm - Cem Memorial Service
JB, 10:30am, HC

2014

AUGUST

SEPTEM BER

ADVANCE DATES

Oct 13
Oct 24th
Nov 2nd
Nov 11th
Dec 21st

Mon
Fri
Sun
Tues
Sun

681-2040

! Captain Cook B&B & Cottages, York Harbour
Email: info@captaincookbb.ca
681-2906; 1-877-681-2906
! Curling ONE Stop Service Station, Corner Brook *
automotive repairs, servicing, fuel
785-2619
! Drop In Lounge, 23 Main Street, Lark Harbour
entertainment, food, licenced

681-2103

! Eddie Joyce, MHA, Bay of Islands, Corner Brook
Member, House of Assembly. Corner Brook Office 634-7883
! Fillatre Memorials, 1 St Mark’s Avenue, Corner Brook *
memorial furnishings
6 34-1529
! Gerry Byrne, MP, Humber-St Barbe-Bay Verte
Member of Parliament.
Corner Brook Office

637-4570

! Quik Lube Plus, 65 Humber Road, Corner Brook *
automotive repairs, servicing
639-5823
! Sheppard’s Clover Farm Store, Lark Harbour *
groceries, hardware, gas, Sears agency, marine

2 014

Thanksgiving Day
United Nations Day
Back to Standard Time - clocks back 1 hour
Remembrance Day
Winter begins
Christmas Day and New Year’s Day
both fall on Thursdays this year

Listed alphabetically :! Byrne’s Store, Main Street. York Harbour *
groceries, hardware, gas & diesel, souvenirs

2014

1
Mon Labour Day
22nd Mon Fall begins
28th Sun Confirmation at St James Church

th

! ! ! Please support local enterprises ! ! !
Several local businesses supported the BLOW·ME·DOWNER
in the past when we published a “hard copy” version.
Their inclusion here is a recognition of that support *.
Other local businesses will be included at their request.

! Lark Harbour Taxi, Jay Barry, Main St, Lark Harbour
Lark Harbour - Corner Brook - elsewhere
681-2449

st

2014

A list of local businesses and organisations. No charge.
Published also on our Website: www.blowmedowner.webs.com
Email: blowmedowner@gmail.com or Phone 681-2256

2 014

Mon Bev Hanna-Jones Bus Tour in Lark Harbour

2014

2014 June 06 Friday

681-2160

! The Roost, Gift Shop and Gallery, York Harbour
sea glass, paintings, handmade glass beads
709-681-2341
! Vater Family Daycare, Frenchman’s Cove

789-3940

The BLOW·ME·DOWNER is posted on the Internet at the
Website www.blowmedowner.webs.com
before or on the first Friday of the month.
Submit copy to blowmedowner@gmail.com.
Small social & personal announcements FREE.
All copy should be submitted at least three days
before publication date for best inclusion.
Late submissions may be included in the next issue.
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Editorial

Stephen Harper ...
CARE OF OUR SCENIC AREAS

“WE KNOW, WE SCIENTIFICALLY KNOW”
BUT DOES HE REALLY KNOW?

that garbage and bonfire detritus have been
left on Bottle Cove Beach. While fires on the Beach are not
prohibited, users of the Bottle Cove Recreational Area, are respectfully
asked not to burn garbage such as tires, batteries, plastic and old
furniture on the beach as these items often leave toxic or hazardous
residue.
For example, many tires are reinforced with steel wires which
remain after burning, and the rubber itself may contain harmful
chemicals released by burning.
Also, plastics, batteries, paint cans, wood finishing products and
many other common household items may contain chemicals which
when released by burning or even simply discarded on the beach may
be hazardous to health or to the environment. These items should be
placed for collection during Cleanup Days or delivered to designated
collection points.
Please remember that children and visitors use
our parks and scenic areas in summer.
We want them to enjoy those areas safely and
to leave with a good impression of our Town.
For information on where to deliver items such as tires, old paint and
cans, or other potentially hazardous materials, please contact your
Town Office:
Lark Harbour - 681-2270
York Harbour 681-2280

I

T HAS BEEN REPORTED

UPDATE ON POSSIBLE AMALGAMATION
of
LARK HARBOUR and YORK HARBOUR
A report was published in the Western Star, Corner Brook, on Tuesday
2014 May 27. The report, by Diane Crocker, quoted comments by
John Parsons, Mayor of Lark Harbour, on the topic of Amalgamation
of his town with neighbouring York Harbour.
It is almost two years since the Towns began studies about possible
amalgamation, and the Council elections due to take place in
November of last year were postponed according to the Municipalities
Act to allow the existing councils time for discussions.
To read the full report, click on the hyperlink above or enter the
following in a new page of your browser:
www.thewesternstar.com/News/Local/2014-05-27/article-3738768/
Decision-on-amalgamation-of-Lark-Harbour-and-York-Harbour-sho
uld-come-soon%3A%E2%80%88Parsons/1

The Report of the Lark Harbour Town Council
Regular Meeting for May is not yet available.
When it is received it will be added to this
issue or included in the June issue.

the validity of
input from experts on issues such as the Environment, the
Census, the Long Gun Registry, the Fishery, the needs and concerns
of First Nations people, the “Fair Elections Act”, and a variety of
other matters, last week our Prime Minister made a surprising remark.
Speaking on national television about measles vaccinations for
children, he said: “It’s hard for me not to get very emotional about
this because we know, we scientifically know, what vaccinations
and immunizations have done for us, personally, in our generation
and for generations after us.”

A

FTER YEARS OF IGNORING OR ACTIVELY DENYING

This was Harper’s statement after the close of an international
meeting on child and maternal health, but it could be one of his most
significant remarks during his entire tenure as PM: that is, coming
after eight years of almost complete and determined refusal to take
any differing opinions into account. Certainly his past record of
adopting the findings of reputable authorities has not been good when
they differ from his personal beliefs. His use of the words “we know,
we scientifically know” fly directly in the face of his past approach
where science has been totally discounted and support for scientists
systematically withdrawn.
Perhaps, though, we should not be too surprised that this rejection
of expert advice has been the prevailing record of the Harperites
during their eight years in power since 2006 and their majority
position since 2011. Near the beginning of his tenure as PM, Harper
stated words to the effect that “You won’t recognize Canada when
I’m through with it”. Sadly for many Canadians, that remark has
already become true in so many ways.
Returning, however, to the PM’s statement over the issue of
measles vaccinations, if it heralds a change in Federal Tory thinking,
then it is not before time, although such a change seems unlikely. But
according to most medical experts, Harper is right, and measles
vaccination does provide effective protection for children.
Furthermore, medical opinion suggests that the refusal by many of
today’s parents to have their children vaccinated against measles has
been responsible for the resurgence of that disease in Canada.
Virtually eradicated from this country, and well along the route to
similar eradication worldwide, measles has now begun to reappear,
with several confirmed cases in Canada, and it may again claim the
lives of innocent Canadian children as well as others worldwide.
Immunology experts also suggest that the return of the disease may
be in a more virulent form than in the past.
As anyone who witnessed the interview on CBC’s Power and
Politics after the meeting would have noted, Stephen Harper showed
a newer and more humane side, surprising to many observers.
Perhaps he is beginning to understand that if he wants re-election in
2015 he must widen his support to include more than just his own
party faithful. We, who have watched with misgivings as this Prime
Minister and his colleagues have dismantled so much of what was
good in this country we know and love, are not likely to be deceived
any time soon by what may resemble changes in the rampant and
unbridled conservatism of this present Government of Canada.
SLH
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LIBRARY NOTES
by
Susan Harvey
Some interesting new books in our library, it seems. No rotating
collections, alas, but we are still receiving some additions to the
permanent stock, especially the Newfoundland Collection. The first
book reviewed below is a good example.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Gros Morne Justice NC
The Architects Are Here NC
I Am Malala
The Seventh Day NC
Never Go Back

Walter Mallery
Michael Winter
Malala Yousafzai
Ed Smith
Lee Child

1. Gros Morne Justice is the story of Jack Crandall, a Newfoundland
outfitter working in the Gros Morne area and living near Deer Lake.
During one of his hunting parties his own son is killed by a bear.
Jack does not blame the bear, which he sees as only acting according
to its nature; instead, he blames one of the hunting party and he is
filled with a desire for vengeance on this man. Although the story
revolves more around Jack’s relationships with bears, he continues to
be consumed with rage toward this man and others like him. And
when opportunity arises, he does not hesitate to inflict his own version
of “Gros Morne justice”. Lots of information on the habits of bears,
and some rather gruesome descriptions of attacks on people. Also,
some information on the habits of unscrupulous funeral directors. The
author is himself an outfitter, and plainly knows what he is talking
about, and the book does actually seem as if it could be an account of
real happenings. Most of us are pretty scared of bears anyway, but
this book will surely increase that fear. The first rule is, reasonably
obviously, just never to go where there are bears in the wild; and, if
you can’t avoid it, be sensible.
2. The Architects Are Here is a rather strange book. It is the story of
two young fellows who knew each other as children when they were
growing up in Corner Brook. Most of the story takes place when they
are grown up, mostly on the mainland. There is no plot as such,
though things happen: several accidental deaths and near-deaths;
different couplings and un-couplings among the characters; a lot of
travelling across the country, mostly by car. The relationships among
the characters are discussed extensively, mostly in somewhat poetic
terms, running largely to unusual comparisons. I would have
preferred to have any dialogue identified as to the speaker and marked
off with quotation marks, but this was not Mr Winter’s way. He also
apparently dislikes question marks, as I don’t believe he used even
one in the whole book. However, stylistic criticisms aside, the reader
gets some feeling for what the characters are like—even though they
may well not be what we would expect from our own friends. The
setting in Corner Brook is recognisable, though once or twice I could
not quite follow the action. How likely would it be for a person to ski
from Crow Hill to Margaret Bowater park, for instance? Maybe with
no traffic to contend with? Anyway, perhaps he was not thinking
about us when he wrote the book. According to the remarks on the
back of the book, Mr Winter’s writing is very much admired, at least
by reviewers at the Globe and Mail, the Toronto Star, and the
Chicago Tribune. Perhaps I ought not to expect all my reading to
consist of bang-bang action and intricate plotting—but surely I am
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entitled not to encounter grammar and punctuation which seem
intended to conceal the course of events. Let me know if anyone else
reads the book and can honestly tell me why they like it.
3. I Am Malala is the story of the young girl who stood up so long
and determinedly for her right to be educated in a society where girls
were not considered worth education, that finally the local Taliban
decided that she was a danger to their idea of civilisation, and they
had her shot in the head on the way home from school. Most of us
heard about it on the news, and were suitably horrified; but we also
heard how much support she received and how she recovered. It is
hard for us to imagine how it could happen, as it surely could not here
or in any country we would consider civilised. This book, however,
does help us to understand conditions in Pakistan, as it sets the stage
for the shooting. We learn about Malala’s life in the Swat Valley, and
something about the geography and the different groups or tribes that
live there. We don’t get much idea of Malala’s personal life; not the
names of her friends, nor the chores she must have had to do. She
does appear to have been very much a Daddy’s girl; her father ran the
school that she attended, and he was very much in favour of education
for all, including girls. Malala took his ideas much further than he had
ever managed, as we know. She must surely have been the first girl
of her age to address the UN assembly, and her name is familiar to all
of us. I guess she is the proof that educating a girl in a fairly
backward country can produce something pretty amazing.
4. The Seventh Day is something very different from anything else we
ever had from Ed Smith. Mostly we associate him with the short
humourous columns he used to write in the newspaper. Of course,
they were always enjoyable, but nobody got killed, there was never
much romance. This book, however, has all the conspiracy and
violence that anybody could ask for. The main character, David
Edwards, is, appropriately, a Newfoundlander, and initially he doesn’t
appear to be anything especially heroic. When we first meet him, he
is a mature student at “Fundy University” in New Brunswick. (It
sounds like Mount Allison in Sackville, NB to me; it is described as
being close to the Tantramar Marshes.) David is presented as not
being much of a student, and being rather indefinite as to what he
wants to do with his life. We don’t get much idea of his history,
except that he came from “Spirit Cove”, NL. He could be ANYwhere
doing ANYthing. Mr Smith must have wanted to surprise us when
David did in fact turn out to be capable of acting decisively and
effectively. One thing we do learn is that David is a widower; his
much-loved wife Karen has died and he is lost without her. He must
try to cope for the sake of his daughter Samantha, or Sam as she
prefers. David is concerned about the drug usage that he notices
around the university, and he wonders where they come from,, and
who is making money from them. His part-time job as a maintenance
man doing small repairs in the dormitories gives him an opportunity
to observe the lives of many of the younger students, and it also gives
him a lead to another part-time job helping a farmer near the
university. Sam’s social life also extends his contacts with other
people in the area, including a few really unpleasant individuals who
are not impressed with David (lots of Newfie jokes). We find that
David can, in fact, take care of himself, and he establishes a bit of a
reputation as somebody not to fool with. (Not so many Newfie jokes.)
But even with so much to occupy his time, he still notices some
strange facts which he worries about. Suddenly we find that he is not
the aimless loser that he appeared to be. He has contacts, and begins
Continued on page 5, next
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Continued from page 4, previous
to discover more about the drugs and the people dealing in them. By
the end of the book, he has made progress in cleaning up the campus,
and even found a little romance to cheer him up. An exciting and
readable book.
5. Never Go Back is more of your standard action book. In this book,
the main character, Jack Reacher, is already involved in international
incidents, and is known as being pretty rough and ready. The story
begins with Jack travelling to Washington DC to visit his old army
command, being theoretically discharged from the army for several
years. Apparently there is no real reason to go, but he has spoken to
the woman who is currently in charge of his old unit, and he liked the
sound of her voice. When he arrives, however, the unit commander
turns out to be a man, and an unpleasant and unhelpful type as well.
Jack finds that the army is bringing some serious charges against him.
He is accused of beating to death a suspect sixteen years earlier,
during an interrogation; Jack can’t remember even speaking to the
man in question. There is also a second charge being brought by a
woman who claims he is the father of her child, a 14-year-old girl;
again, Jack has no memory of the woman. If he is tried and found
guilty he will spend years in jail. This is all bad enough, but when he
finally runs down the female commander he had spoken to and liked
the voice of, she is also being accused of criminal activity by the
army. She also claims that the accusation is totally untrue, and seems
to have been made up just to get her. Major Susan Turner turns out
to be as attractive to Jack as she had sounded on the phone. They join
forces, and try to find who is after them, and why. They travel
together in the US, looking for contacts to help them prove their
innocence. It becomes obvious that someone is keeping track of their
location, and several times they encounter men who are trying to hurt
them. They are able to find out that their opponents are very high up
in the army, and they figure out a reason of sorts for the activity
against them. A lot of fairly exciting action, though maybe not as
convincing as with Ed Smith’s David the Newfie.

FOOD BANK COLLECTION
Monday June 02 is the day of the Annual Christmas in June
collection of non-perishable food items for the Bay of Islands Food
Bank Network.
You should have received last week in your bag of flyers at the Post
Office a sticker like the one at right º
Please place your groceries donation in a disposable plastic bag and
attach the sticker.
Then by 6:30pm Monday June 02, place the bag in front of your
house in a safe and visible location, from where it will be collected by
members of the YH-LH Volunteer Fire Service. They will deliver it to
the sorting centre at St Michael’s Church, Corner Brook.

Thank You for your Support
Thanks also to the Members of our Volunteer Fire Service for their
generous help in this important collection to aid those in our
communities who are less fortunate than we are.
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VISIT TO ALBERTA OF
ANGLICAN ARCHBISHOP DESMOND TUTU
NE OF THE WORLD’S BEST KNOWN and respected clergy,
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, the diminutive but courageously
outspoken ecclesiastic from South Africa, is the latest among many
celebrities to visit the Alberta Tar Sands and Fort McMurray. The list
of celebrities includes Neil Young, Robert Redford and James
Cameron, but the Archbishop is invited as keynote speaker at a
conference organised by aboriginal groups and titled As Long As the
Rivers Flow: Coming Back to the Treaty Relationship In Our Time.
The Archbishop appears to see himself as a mediator rather than
a critic in the oil vs environment debate, but even so he expressed his
feelings very clearly when he said, “Only those who don’t want to
listen, only those who want to be blind can’t see that we are sitting on
a powderkeg. If we don’t do something urgently, quickly, we won’t
have a world.”
While some might consider the opinions of a South African to
have little or no relevance for Canada and therefore his remarks can
be ignored, the Archbishop explained that he does not wish to
interfere in Canadian politics. But he described the situation of
climate change as something which has ramifications far beyond
Canada’s borders, and that it is “a powderkeg . . . If we don’t do
something urgently, quickly, we won’t have a world.”
The Federal and the Alberta Provincial Governments were both
invited to the conference, but were not expected to send
representatives.

O
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Editorial
TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS
A TROPICAL PARADISE FOR CANADA
During the last hundred years there have been several occasions when
the suggestion of some kind of a union between Canada and the Turks
and Caicos Islands has arisen. The earliest was a suggestion in 1917
by Canada’s PM Robert Borden. At that time the Islands were in a
similar political situation to that of Newfoundland: both were bound
with strong control from Britain, whose government rejected the idea.
Since then it has reappeared several times, but continued to be
rejected, and the question has become something of a joke among
many Canadians. Recently, however, perhaps encouraged by a visit
to Canada by T&C Premier Rufus Ewing, the elected head of
government, debate has resumed and could be taken more seriously
than before. Mr Ewing came to develop trade links between his
country and ours, and some new interest seems to have appeared.
The Turks and Caicos Islands are at the eastern extremity of the
Bahama Islands, a chain of hundreds of small islands located between
southern Florida and Hispaniola (Haiti and the Dominican Republic).
These islands enjoy a climate where temperatures rarely exceed the
limits of 33 and 18 Celsius even on the hottest and coldest days and
nights, moderated all year round by the warm waters of the Caribbean
region.
The Islands are quite small, covering only about 600 sq km or 132
sq miles, roughly a tenth the size of Prince Edward Island. With a
population of about 32,000 it is less than twice the population of
Corner Brook, and much less than the total population of the Avalon
region of Newfoundland. The people are mostly of Afro Caribbean
ethnic origins, and the official language is English. The government
system is similar to Canada’s, with the Queen as the titular head of
state, a governor similar to Canada’s Governor General, and an
elected House of Assembly. While there are minor differences
between the Turks & Caicos democratic system and ours, the
similarities are more striking.
Like Newfoundland & Labrador, the Turks & Caicos economy
used to be based on fishing, and that industry still exists, with exports
to the USA and Britain. But, also like Newfoundland & Labrador,
tourism has developed strongly in recent years, the Islands being very
popular with Canadians seeking the sun. Wouldn’t it be great to
have a spot like this as part of Canada, where you could visit without
the hassle of passports, currency restrictions, customs regulations, etc,
which plague Canadians heading to warmer climes? At only about
2,000km from Newfoundland, and in the same time zone as Montreal
and Toronto, it could be the perfect winter escape for Canadians,
especially for residents of Newfoundland & Labrador who could
board charter flights conveniently much closer to home.
On the issue of some kind of a political union with Canada,
objections have been raised on a few issues. Some Canadians have
suggested that immigration might become a problem, but considering
the small population of the Islands, about a third of that of PEI, it
hardly seems that Canada would suddenly be overwhelmed, especially
considering that unemployment is lower in Turks & Caicos than here.
Another issue raised is that, due to the proximity of Turks &
Caicos to Cuba and Haiti, closer ties might present more of a problem
for Canada with illegal refugees. However geographical distances
make quite effective boundaries when properly supervised.
Some of our Federal government leaders have already indicated a
thumbs-down approach to any ties closer than mere trade with Turks
& Caicos, and one has to question why. With immigration unlikely to

This map shows the main features of the Turks & Caicos Islands.
The capital city is Providenciales, with an international airport.
Six other airports serve the rest of the Islands, along with local
air and sea links. The Islands share a modern cruiseship port,
but there are very few roads.
be a large problem, perhaps much less than the present importation of
illegal drugs, any serious objections seem to be primarily bureaucratic.
Members of the Harper government asked by CBC News to comment
on the topic were all either cautiously negative, or they skirted around
it as they do when the Great Panjandrum has not spoken.
Personally, I feel that some kind of a much closer bond between
Canada and Turks & Caicos would be appropriate. It could begin
perhaps with exchanges, economic deals, and vacation packages
offering incentives both ways; then develop closer ties in more ways
and finally culminate in the addition of a new Canadian province of
Turks and Caicos, in a process similar to that which brought this
Province into Canada in 1949. Such a deal could offer great benefits
to Canada, both economically and culturally, and especially to
Newfoundland & Labrador.
Economic benefits would include the fact that Canadians looking
for a warm winter vacation would be spending their money in Canada
rather than in a foreign country, and our winter sports and milder
summers might attract a new group of visitors to try skiing,
snowshoeing, hunting, fishing and wilderness activities of which
Canada, and especially Newfoundland & Labrador, has plenty.
(Remember the Jamaican Bobsled Team in some past Winter
Olympics?) Culturally, Newfoundland could gain much from the
strong folk music traditions which are already a major attraction in
Turks & Caicos just as they are in Newfoundland & Labrador.
Finally, closer ties with another part of the world, especially those
with a culture and ethnicity different from ours, can only be beneficial
to us by enriching what we already have and extending it. Anyone
opposing such ties is plainly both shortsighted and xenophobic, with
reactionary traits to be overcome in the world of today.
SLH
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Roy and Janis Evans, and Blake Mills, have opened their gift shop/gallery in the
former Childs’ Convenience Store at 129 Main Street in York Harbour.
This is the first phase of their plan to have a Gallery/bakery/café at this location.
The shop, which takes up 400 square feet of the building, features Janis’ and Blake’s own
artwork, including original water colour pieces, sea glass sculptures/floral arrangements,
jewellery and handmade glass beads.
In addition other local artists will be represented at the shop as space permits.
Store hours for the months of May and June are 10:00am to 6:00pm daily.
Visit their websites : www.jajejems.com
www.theroostatyorkharbour.com
We wish Roy, Janis, and Blake, every success
in their new venture in York Harbour
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