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CONFIRMATION AT ST JAMES CHURCH

GRADUATION 2012 AT ST JAMES SCHOOL

FRONT, L-R, are: Jonathan Sheppard, Cheyanne Lushman, Donna-Lee Joyce, Meagan
Sheppard, Cameron Sheppard, and Hilda Hackett (received); BACK, L-R: Sheila
Jones (Confirmation Class Teacher), Joanna Sheppard, Breanna Murrin, Bishop Percy
Coffin, Jessie Youden, Jenna Flood, and Rev Nellie Thomas, Rector.
BMD photo

SUNDAY 27 MAY, Pentecost, Bishop Percy Coffin of the
Anglican Diocese of Western Newfoundland visited St James
Church, Lark Harbour, where nine young people of this Congregation
were confirmed, and one other person from our sister Congregation
of St Ambrose, John’s Beach, was received into the Church.
Congratulations to these young people who, if they so choose,
may become significant members of our aging Congregation. We
hope they will show themselves to be faithful participants in our
Church’s spiritual life.
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UPDATE : WATER & SEWER
work has actually begun on the
Water and Sewer System. In a recent conversation, Mayor John
Parsons informed me that work on Phase 1A (road) is now well under
way, and funding for Phase 1B (dam and chlorination system) is being
arranged.
Mayor John Parsons stated that in his discussions with Anderson
Engineering, Phases 1A and IB are expected to be completed this fall.
It is anticipated that, pending any unforeseen circumstances, residents
on the Main Road should see the hook-ups start next summer. It is
difficult to state the exact cost to residents for water and sewer but
Council will make every effort to keep costs to a minimum. In
previous updates to residents, Council indicated the approximate cost
for water and sewer to be in the vicinity of $300 - $350 annually.
The Mayor added that Council is still committed to charging the
water and sewer tax only when the lines reach a resident's property.
Costs of connecting the system to their home will be the
responsibility of the property owner.
The Mayor went on to say that the Town will be responsible for
10% of the total cost of the project while the Provincial and Federal
Governments will fund the remaining 90%. Council has negotiated
a loan at a reasonable rate to be repaid over a 15-year period. It is
difficult to project the final cost as it will depend on a number of
factors including cost overruns and interest rates. Costs are being
closely monitored by Anderson Engineering on behalf of Council.
Y NOW EVERYONE IS AWARE that

B
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Eight students graduated this year from St James All-Grade School.
BACK, L-R: Cole Sheppard, Tyler Sheppard, Jordan Park
FRONT, L-R: Miranda Byrne, Melanie Youden, Natasha Mullins,
Jacinta Childs, Taylor Sheppard. Photo courtesy of Natasha Mullins

25 MAY 2012, St James All Grade School held its
Senior High School Graduation Ceremony. In keeping
with tradition, a church service officiated by Reverend Canon
Nellie Thomas was held at 6:00pm and each member of the
Graduating Class was presented with a Bible.
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The service was followed by a banquet at the School. The meal
was prepared by the York Harbour Wilderness Committee and 105
people were in attendance. The theme of this year’s Graduation was:
“Today is where your book begins; the rest is still unwritten”. The
Valedictorian was Jacinta Childs and the Master of Ceremonies was
Taylor Sheppard. Other invited guests included Delores ClarkeGenge, from Western School District, Mr Eddie Joyce, MHA for the
Bay of Islands District, and representatives from both Town Councils
and the RCMP.

The Graduates of 2012
Miranda Byrne
Natasha Mullins
Cole Sheppard
Tyler Sheppard

Jacinta Childs
Jordan Park
Taylor Sheppard
Melanie Youden

The staff at St James School would like to congratulate the
eight students on a job well done and extend our best wishes
as students complete their final examinations and continue
their academic and career endeavours.
Congratulations also from all of us in the Two Towns.
May all of you enjoy happiness and success
in your future lives and careers.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

MESSAGE FROM OUR RECTOR

HC=Holy Communion; MP=Morning Prayer; EP=Evening Prayer
2012

JULY

TOPS Meetings every Wednesday, 4:45pm, YH Town Hall
1st Sun
CANADA DAY
11:00am - Holy Communion
8th Sun
11:00am - Baptism & Holy Communion
14th-15th Sat-Sun Summer Festival Lark Hr Trail Committee
15th Sun
6:00pm - Open Air Service, Bottle Cove {{{
17th Tues Cruise Ship Maasdam
22nd Sun
7:00pm Baptism & Holy Communion
29th Sun
2:00pm - Cemetery Service, Lark Harbour {{{
30th Mon Bev Hanna-Jones’s Bus Tour
{{{ = if weather permits; if not, in church
2012

AUGUST

2012

TOPS Meetings every Wednesday, 4:45pm, YH Town Hall
3-4-5, Fri-Sun - Blow-Me-Down Days (York Harbour)
5th Sun
11:00am - Morning Prayer
12th Sun
11:00am - Morning Prayer
19th Sun
7:00pm - Evening Prayer
26th Sun
7:00pm - Evening Prayer
2012
nd

2
15th
25th
30th

SEPTEMBER
Sun
Sat
Tues
Sun

2012
rd

Oct 3 Wed
Oct 7th Sun
Oct 14th Sun
Oct 17th Wed

2012

11:00am - Morning Prayer
Cruise Ship Norwegian Gem
Cruise Ships Norwegian Gem & Seabourne Sojourn

Cruise Ship Norwegian Dawn
ADVANCE DATES

—

2012

2012

Cruise Ship Emerald Princess
Cruise Ship Norwegian Gem
Cruise Ship Norwegian Dawn
Cruise Ship Norwegian Gem

These are our Sponsors who support the BLOW·ME·DOWNER.
PLEASE GIVE THEM YOUR SUPPORT.
Anglican Parish of Bay of Islands
Lark Harbour
p. 2
Byrne’s Store
York Harbour p. 6
Curling ONE Stop, 366 Curling St
Corner Brook
p. 5
Eddie Joyce, MHA
Bay of Islands p. 2
Fillatre Memorials
Corner Brook
p. 3
Quik Lube Plus, 65 Humber Road
Corner Brook
p. 4
Sheppard’s Clover Farm Store
Lark Harbour
p. 6

The BLOW•ME•DOWNER is distributed free to every
Canada Post mailbox in Lark Harbour & York Harbour
before or on the first Friday of the month.
Email important announcements about groups you belong.
Also short Personal Announcements and Community News.
Include your name, address and telephone number.
Next BLOW•ME•DOWNER . Issue 66, Friday 2012 Sep 07
Deadline for Issue 66 . . . . . . . before Friday 2012 Aug 31
Please submit copy as early as possible for best inclusion.
Contact us at blowmedowner@gmail.com
Also visit our website at www.blowmedowner.webs.com

Visit the NEW York Harbour - Lark Harbour Website

Canon Nellie Thomas

—

ANGLICAN PARISH OF THE BAY OF ISLANDS

Farewell Message
Philippians 1: 3-6 says: “I thank my God every time I
remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray
with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the
first day until now, being condident of this, that he who began
a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day
of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to feel this way about all of
you, since I have you in my heart.”
S I WRITE THIS ARTICLE for the Blow-Me-Downer, I do

so with a
heavy heart and mixed emotions because it will be my last article
before I leave this beautiful Parish of Bay of Islands.

A

I arrived in this Parish in September 2004 and was ordained Priest at
St James Church in December 2004. Since that time, we have grown
together as a church family at St Ambrose and St James in many
ways. As a community of faith we have worked together very well
in our different ministries. It is very encouraging for me to look back
over the past eight years and discover how much God has
accomplished through the ministry which we shared in this Parish.
You have touched my heart in a special way and I will cherish that
forever. There were lots of happy moments as well as sad moments
that God brought us through together. That’s what a church is all
about – being there for each other in our time of need.
As a Minister, how do I summarize my thoughts as I leave the
congregations of St Ambrose and St James with people whom I
served, came to know and dearly loved for eight years?
The above portion of scripture says it very well: I thank God every
time I remember you. We all thank God for the gift of memory and
being able to remember each other, whether we are close to each
other or far away. We thank God also for the opportunity to
remember each other in prayer. We can hold each other in prayer
each day. I have ministered to you for eight years but you have
ministered to me as well.
Thank you to each and everyone of you who welcomed me into your
homes and hearts and supported my ministry.
I want to close with this hymn by Carey Landry which conveys in
song the message of Isaiah 49:15 that God will never forget us:
I will never forget you my people,
I have carved you on the palm of my hand,
I will never forget you,
I will not leave you orphaned,
I will never forget my own…
Does a mother forget her baby,
Or a woman the child within her womb,
Yet even if these forget,
Yes even if these forget,
I will never forget my own.
I will never forget you my people,
I have carved you on the palm of my hand,
I will never forget you,
I will not leave you orphaned,
I will never forget my own.

http://www.yorkharbourlarkharbour.com/

Eddie Joyce, MHA
Bay of Islands District
If you require assistance, please contact my office at:
Fortis Tower, 2nd Floor, Suite 203
4 Herald Avenue, P.O.Box 2006,
Corner Brook, NL, A2H 6J8
Ph: 634-7883
Fax: 634-7885
Email: ejoyce@gov.nl.ca

Editor’s Note:
Rev Nellie has faithfully contributed her thoughtful message every
month through 65 issues of the BLOW•ME•DOWNER since Number 1
on 7 October 2005. She has consistently brought us useful thoughts,
happy or sad, but always inspiring and encouraging, and of value to
all of us in our lives, believers or not. I know that many of our
readers will miss her column, as will I.
Rev Nellie will be with us a few more weeks, but she will be
settled in Labrador before our next issue in September. However I
will take this opportunity to invite her or Rev Derek to keep in touch
with us by sending us a message for an issue any time they feel
moved to do so.
Thank you, Rev Nellie, for your constant support of the
BLOW•ME•DOWNER through almost seven years of publication.
SLH
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PUBLIC MEETING WITH

PTARMIGAN ENERGY

FOOD BANK NOTES
by
Susan Harvey

PUBLIC MEETING WAS HELD in Lark Harbour Town Hall on
Wednesday 2012 June 20 at 3;30pm. Interested persons were
provided with information about the proposed Seismic Survey
planned by Ptarmigan Energy to commence in waters of the Gulf of
St Lawrence adjacent to the coast of Newfoundland due west of the
Bay of Islands. The meeting was conducted by Mr Craig Boland,
President and CEO of Ptarmigan Energy, and representatives from
FFAW and other concerned parties also participated. Mr Boland is
a Newfoundlander himself, with degrees in geology and geophysics
from Memorial University. He has wide experience in the business
of marine exploration for oil and gas.
The exploration process will begin in September or October 2012,
continuing for about two months or longer if necessary. Results of
the Survey will then be evaluated over several months. Mr Boland
emphasised that extreme care will be taken during the Survey to
avoid any disruption to fishing or other activity that may normally
take place in the survey area, and that it is to be conducted at a time
when fishing activity is not occurring in the area under survey. Every
precaution is to be taken to avoid harm to sea life. Mr Boland
remarked that it is normal for marine creatures to distance themselves
when the seismic pulses are being fired.
During the Survey a vessel will be employed towing an array of
six 6,000-metre Geostreamers at a depth of 15 metres along 113 sail
lines of exploration in a SW/NE direction roughly parallel to the
coastline. The Geostreamers will be equipped with an airgun which
will fire an underwater pulse every 25 metres as it progresses along
its planned exploration lines. The vessel will require additional space
for turning around at each end of its exploration lines. Each sail line
is expected to take about 2¾ hours to complete before turning
around.
The pulses from the Geostreamers will be audible only
underwater and will enable charts to be developed which will reveal
the nature of the rock strata of the seabed beneath the Geostreamers.
Mr Boland emphasised that the work will be closely supervised
by DFO and other persons present on the seismic vessel and its
accompanying ‘chase vessel’. These persons are there to monitor any
fisheries activities or lost fishing gear, and to warn any other traffic
in the path of the seismic vessel during the period.
If the survey results indicate the presence of hydrocarbons, test
wells will then be drilled, and if these show commercial quantities of
oil or gas then production could begin a few years later.

A

CHRISTMAS IN JUNE FOOD DRIVE

!!! WE DID GOOD !!!

BMD photo

HIS YEAR’S CHRISTMAS IN JUNE DRIVE has been the best ever!

We
in Lark Harbour and York Harbour produced 42 neat, carefully
sorted and counted, boxes of food to join the enormous piles which
had already arrived at St Michael’s Church Hall in Corner Brook.
There, some 120 volunteers sorted most of it Monday night, and thirty
or so of us finished the job Tuesday morning. Our co-ordinator, Joy
Conners, tells me the total food donated was worth almost $53,000 an 3% increase over 2011. There was also an increase in financial
donations. Food donations were distributed to the two outlets on a
80/20 basis, according to usage: 80% to the Salvation Army outlet on
Herald Avenue, and 20% to Holy Redeemer outlet in Curling.
Imagine carefully counting 1,459 Kraft dinners, or 2,797 cans of
soup; and a total of 26,560 items.
Anyway, congratulations to all of us and thank you! Thanks to all
the hard-working volunteers, mostly shown in the top photograph.
Special thanks to Don Travers, who came in and helped shift all those
heavy boxes and then took a truckload into Corner Brook on Tuesday
morning. And more thanks to the volunteers who stayed sorting until
10pm: Bernice and Donna-Lee Joyce and Carol Rice. And an extra
thankyou to Deana Keetch who spotted a bag put out at Candlelite
Bay Inn and brought it with her on her way home.
Thanks to all who helped. We’re glad we can be there when we
are needed.

T

This report is based on information presented at the meeting and
in Ptarmigan Energy’s Project Description dated 2012 April 04
which was made available to those who attended. Further public
presentations are planned. Attend them if you are interested in the
possible future of your community. Additional information may also
be viewed at www.ptarmiganenergy.com.

SUMMER IS HERE!

BMD photos (4)

FREE CAT LITTER
A nyone interested in having a couple of bags of free cat litter, please
call 681-2256.

BMD photo

UMMER IS HERE!

And so are many of our summer visitors.
Pictures like this one remind me of our brief period of warm days.
This neat little vessel spent the night of June 25 moored in Lark
Harbour and left under engine power about 10:00am the following
day. There was a cloudless sky and a light, warm breeze. Outside
the Harbour, canvas was raised and the boat headed towards Corner
Brook. What a beautiful day for a sail!

S
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LIBRARY NOTES
by
Susan Harvey
The rotating collection will soon be gone, so come in soon if
there was anything you really wanted to catch. Of course, there will
soon be a new collection, with new possibilities. Or you could check
on some of the new Newfoundland books in the permanent collection.
Also, there are occasionally some re-assigned books in our
permanent collection which you might have missed when they were
part of a rotating collection. Summer always seems a busy time, with
lots going on, but sometimes it’s good to just sit down for a nice read.
Not many new reviews this month, but one real good one.
Remember that the library is now operating on summer hours:
Monday and Thursday
11:00am - 4:00pm
Tuesday
1:00 - 4:00pm & 7:00 - 9:00pm
Wednesday
1:00 - 4:00pm
FROM THE ROTATING COLLECTION:
1. Hope for Animals and their World
2. Finger-Lickin Fifteen

Jane Goodall
Janet Evanovich

1. Hope for Animals and their World is not immediately appealing if
you are not a proclaimed animal lover, but is surprisingly readable.
Ms Goodall is famous for her work with the gorillas in the Gombe
National Park in Tanzania. The cover photograph shows Jane and a
gorilla sitting on a beach and quietly looking out to sea like good
friends would. Plainly she loved the gorillas, and she spent 26 years
of her life living with them and studying their ways. In 1986, though,
when she was 52 years old, she realised that her gorilla friends were
losing their habitat all over Africa because of timber cutting and
poaching. More than half of them were gone. She began travelling
around giving lectures and trying to raise concern about the
frightening plight of her friends the gorillas. As she travelled she
became aware that the danger to the gorillas was only a very small
part of the problem: animals everywhere were endangered, and many
were almost extinct.
As she learned of more animals in trouble, she became better
known. More and more people were working hard to save some
endangered species and were asking for her help. It can be a very
expensive and complicated process to encourage the small remaining
population of a species to grow. Beginning with making a safe habitat
for them requires a dedicated piece of land, and this may involve
dealing with landowners and with government. There is usually an
attitude to overcome: “Why should we worry about some stupid
gorillas? There are lots of them, and they are only a nuisance
anyway.” And there may be predators to worry about; even rats
coming off a ship on some isolated island may be a danger to eggs
and young or small animals. Once the local people are convinced that
a unique species may be a valuable asset, not only biologically but
perhaps as a tourist attraction, and a safe habitat is established, there
may well be problems persuading the animal in question to cooperate. There are complex techniques in captive breeding, such as
artificial insemination, or involving a second species to help, or
discovering the exact right circumstances for successful reproduction.
Only people who really care about the animal in question would go to
so much trouble.
Jane learned that unbelievable numbers of people did care about
an unbelievable number of different animals. Or, occasionally plants
or insects. The book tells stories of quite a few, and often they are
exceptionally beautiful, and sometimes very cute and appealing.
There are many pictures, including colour photographs of most of the
living things whose stories are told here. I found the book took a long
time to read, but it went well because the separate chapters could be
read in different sittings. I thought initially that it was no doubt a
book worth reading, but it turned out also to be interesting and
educational in the best sense. Jane writes well and entertainingly, and
the reader develops a real admiration for her. I calculate her present
age at 78, and at least until the book was published in 2009, she was
still travelling 300 days a year, meeting people and learning about
their work. There are Jane Goodall Institutes in many countries, and
she inspired youth groups called Roots and Shoots.
You may wonder how anyone could care so much about animals,
and even by the end of the book you might still be a little doubtful
how much it really matters if an entire species vanishes from the earth.
But you will know that scientists believe “biodiversity” is essential to
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life as we know it, and you will have experienced some of the passion
and determination of many people who have made the existence of
some species a life work. I’m sorry I wasn’t here in March when the
book arrived here, and read and reviewed it then. It is scheduled to
leave us quite soon, but it can be ordered back.
Anyway, it is a good read, and a real change from the mysteries and
romances we mostly choose to read. Such as the following.
2. Finger Lickin Fifteen is another of Ms. Evanovich’s numbered
accounts of events in the life of Stephanie Plum. Stephanie’s life is
very eventful, and it is always fun to read of her adventures. She
works for her cousin Vincent Plum, who is a bail bondsman. He
posts a bond so an accused person can get bail and be free from jail
until his trial is scheduled. If the accused does not turn up when his
trial is scheduled, Vincent loses his bond money. Not a happy thing.
Stephanie’s job is to try to find these individuals and persuade them
to re-schedule their trials. Naturally many of them are not
enthusiastic and try to escape her efforts. Stephanie tries, but seems
fated to have bad luck. In spite of a boyfriend in the police
department and the mysterious Ranger, she is always in trouble, and
one or the other must rescue her. She seems particularly vulnerable
to having her vehicle destroyed; she seems to lose at least one in each
book. In this one, though, she surely establishes a new record for
destruction of property, mostly by fire; at least two cars and her
apartment. She does, in fact, often manage to bring in the villain,
though never a simple task. A good, and very entertaining, read.

AN UNUSUAL VISITOR

BMD photo

On Tuesday June 25 this aircraft, a Hercules transport as used by the
Canadian Forces, Coastguard Search and Rescue and other services
where heavy duty capability is essential, made several passes over
Lark Harbour at a fairly low
altitude, each time turning and
heading out over the Gulf. It had
the number 327 on the left wing, a
Canadian flag on the tail, and a
maple leaf on the side of the
fuselage. It may have been doing a
survey of some sort.
The
Coastguard Station confirmed no
emer gencies, and had no
information about the aircraft.
If anyone has information, please
call us at 681-2256.

TWO BIG EVENTS
Lark Harbour Festival
Multipurpose Trails Committee
July: Saturday 14th - Sunday 15th
at Lark Harbour Town Hall Grounds
in aid of trails development

Blow-Me-Down Days
August: Friday 3rd, Saturday 4th, & Sunday 5th
at York Harbour Recreation Grounds
Funding to support the
YH/LH Volunteer Fire Service
Watch for announcements
Enjoy these events and support your Towns
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Canada is One of a Few Countries
blocking Agreement on
Protecting High Seas Marine Diversity
at the Rio + 20 International Conference
I LISTEN TO “THE BROADCAST”, the CBC’s Fisheries
program which is heard Monday to Friday on CBC Radio where
issues and concerns relating to fisheries are regularly debated. On
Tuesday 19 June last I heard Ms Susannah Fuller of the Halifax-based
Ecology Action Centre being interviewed by Jim Weller about the
recent International Conference Rio + 20. She explained that
Canada is actually blocking, not merely ignoring, an agreement to
protect high seas marine species diversity. It seems that our
government agrees to protect the commercial species, but not the noncommercial ones even though they are crucial to the food chain.
Ms Fuller stated that this agreement could be instrumental as “a
game changer for the future of our oceans and the millions dependent
on it for our survival”.
In an article she wrote, Ms Fuller commented that “Canada is one
of a handful of countries blocking this critical measure”. Canada’s
Federal Environmental Minister Peter Kent attended this meeting but
did nothing. Said Ms Fuller, “We are surprised that Canada has been
so immovable on this issue given its historical support for the UN
Law of the Sea Convention, the UN Fish Stocks Agreement and the
Convention on Biological Diversity. Their position is a major
departure from the past.”
You can read Ms Fuller’s entire but brief article at:
www.ecologyaction.ca/content/canada-one-few-countries-blockingagreement-protecting-high-seas-marine-diversity-rio-20
If you previously had any doubts about the Harper government’s
lack of concern about fisheries or the environment, you should have
few doubts left after reading Ms Fuller’s article. But it may make
you feel ashamed to be a Canadian under this Federal government.

O

FTEN

CENSUS 2011
Statistics for individual communities have now been published by
Statistics Canada. Below are some of the most significant for our two
towns and for the Province.
LH
YH
Province
2011 total count
510
347
514,356
2006 total count
565
346
505,469
Change since 2006
-55
+1
+8,887
Present median age (Note 1)
50.9
48.9
44.0
Largest Adult Age Group (2) 60 to 64 55 to 59 50 to 54
Persons in Largest Group
65
40
43,185
Persons age 0 to 18yrs
115
80
129,755
% of persons age 15+ (Note 3) 86.9% 85.7%
85.1%
Occupied Private Dwellings
209
146
208,842
Since the 2006 Census, Lark Harbour lost 55 persons, York Harbour
gained 1 (one) person, and the Province gained 8,887 persons.
The whole population of Lark Harbour is slightly older than that of
York Harbour, and both towns have slightly older populations than
the Province as a whole.
NOTES
(1) The Median Age is the age where exactly half of the population of the group is
older than the Median Age and the other half is younger than the Median Age. It is
NOT the same as the Average Age, which is calculated by adding together all ages in
the group and dividing by the number of individuals in the group.
(2) StatsCan also provides information on the number of individuals in each age group
from “0 to 4 years” up to “85 years and over”.
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HOW ICELAND SAVED ITS FISHERY
ONDAY 2012 JULY 2 marks the twentieth anniversary of the Cod

M

Moratorium of 1992. This is no cause for celebration, but
rather one for concern. It was stated at the time that the moratorium,
the closing of most of the cod fishery in Eastern Canada, would allow
the cod stocks much-needed time for recovery. But the recovery of
stocks does not seem to have happened.
Many reasons have been suggested to explain this failure, and it
is unlikely that there is one single cause anyway. But since that time
we have seen (1) the loss of hundreds of fish harvesters in
Newfoundland alone; (2) buyouts of hundreds of harvesting licences;
(3) diversification among the species harvested by those remaining
in the fishery; (4) the closure of many fish processing plants around
the Province, with seven of these this year only; (5) the loss of fishery
jobs to places with cheaper labour overseas, especially to the Far
East; (6) the exodus of hundreds of workers to Alberta and other
places in search of jobs; and (7) the demise of fishery-dependent
communities around our coasts. And these are only some of the
results.
Overfishing has been blamed; global warming and climate change
have been blamed; so has the failure of our governments to prevent
continued fishing by other countries in Europe and elsewhere. Again,
these may be valid culprits.
Now consider Iceland. It is a small country much further north
than we are. The fisheries have traditionally been the core of
Iceland’s economy. But when the Icelanders realised what was
happening to their livelihood, they took steps to protect it.
My home town, Grimsby, was once the largest fishing port in
England, and the fishery was the mainstay of the economy there.
Now it has virtually disappeared. And the main reason was that
Iceland decided to prohibit British fishing vessels from working in
Icelandic waters.
First they declared a 200 mile boundary around Iceland. NonIcelandic ships were banned from working inside this limit. Some
skippers from my home town chose to ignore the ban. What
happened? Iceland deployed gunboats which chased the British
trawlers, fired warning shots across their bows, cut the lines and nets
of the most determined. And then what happened? The British
fishing skippers, many of whom had seen service in the North
Atlantic convoys of World War Two, who were used to cutting tons
of ice which formed in the rigging of their vessels while fishing in
northern waters, finally gave up. Through the following years
Iceland developed its industry and profited from it.
A country of only 300,000 people (less than the population of
Newfoundland) with no navy drove from its waters fishermen from
a country with a population of more than 50 million (almost double
the population of Canada). That was what finished the Grimsby
fishery, and that of several other British fishing towns.
I do not advocate the use of force, but what has Canada really
done to remedy the fishery problems? Almost nothing. Brian Tobin
had the right idea.

TAKE WHEN? Wednesdays at 4:45pm
OFF WHERE? York Harbour Town Hall
POUNDS
For more information call:
SENSIBLY Olivia Spurrell at 681-2094

(3) This number will shortly be beyond compulsory school age.
When asked about why some totals do not tally mathematically, StatsCan advised that
some numbers are rounded off to the nearest 5. For more detail and the complete
statistics see the StatsCan webpage at:
http://www.censusfinder.com/canada-census-records.htm

Automobile - SERVICE & REPAIRS - Gas & Diesel

CURLING ONE STOP
Owners: Kevin & Betty Wayson
Phone 785-2619
366 Curling St, Corner Brook

By the time you read this, Canada Day will be over.
We hope you had a good one.
There will be no BLOW•ME•DOWNER for August.
The next issue will be out by September 7,
with a copy deadline before August 31.

HAVE A HAPPY AND RELAXING SUMMER.
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GOVERNMENT SECRECY

FAREWELL PARTY for REV NELLIE

Is this the way a country or a province should be run?
F THE LENGTHS OUR GOVERNMENTS AT BOTH LEVELS GO TO in order

I

to maintain secrecy about their doings is any measure of the guilty
secrets they are hiding, then they must be guilty of plenty. Of course,
this is hard to prove, because we ordinary citizens just cannot get the
information.
In 2010 the Auditor-General at that time, Sheila Fraser, began the
process to audit some 500 million dollars of MPs’ and Senators’
expenditures. Because of efforts to prevent the release of thast
information to the A-G, almost 2 years have passed, and it is only now
that the A-G’s report is being made public. Even so, there will be no
naming of any individual parliamentarians who may have been
involved in any misconduct revealed in the process.
The now infamous but still proposed purchase of 65 F-35 jet
fighters is another example of a different brand of secrecy. So far we
have been given no firm figures on the cost to Canadians. This issue
has been with us for over a year now, but so far we have nothing
concrete. We have heard figures ranging from $15 billion to several
times that figure. Public Works Minister Rona Ambrose announced
recently, “We will not table [the F-35] cost estimates from the
Department of National Defence until they are independently
validated”. That is not likely to be before the Fall. Meanwhile, the
Harper government either has no idea of the cost, or they are trying to
hide it. More secrecy.
Those are just a couple of examples involving the Harper
government. But they are not the only ones bitten by the secrecy bug.
Recently there has been talk about the problems with the Corner
Brook Pulp and Paper operation. Is the company close to bankruptcy,
or is it simply unwilling to accede to the demands of its employees?
Or, alternatively, are the employees making unreasonable demands to
secure their pension rights and benefits into the future? Premier
Dunderdale states that the Newfoundland Government has long been
in close consultation with company management. However no hard
facts have been revealed to the employees or their union. Don’t they
have a right to know about something that could affect their lives for
years to come? Yet when MP Gerry Byrne instigated a report which
he then presented to the employees in a meeting on June 10, he is
castigated by the Premier as irresponsible. Surely those employees
have a perfect right to have the full facts made available to them. And
if the government will not do it, kudos to Gerry Byrne who did. The
future of hundreds, even thousands of people is at stake here.
The Provincial government under Kathy Dunderdale is also
introducing a bill to limit access to information. It seems they are
following Stephen Harper’s leadership, despite the fact that they must
know that in the estimate of most Newfoundland voters Harper is the
least popular PM Canada has had in recent times.
It is high time that our governments at all levels should understand
that the lives their actions affect are OUR lives, not theirs, and the
money they spend is OUR money, not theirs. Secrecy may have a
place in exceptional instances, but it seems to be becoming the rule
rather than the exception. We the People have a very reasonable need
and a perfectly legitimate right to know what they are planning, and
why.
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MERCER’S MARINE

Rev Nellie poses with the presidents of the three parish ACW groups.
L-R Helen Park, Madonna Sheppard, Rev Nellie, Darlene Compagnon. BMD photo

A FAREWELL PARTY was organised on Tuesday 5 June and gifts were
presented by the three ACW groups (Lark Harbour, York Harbour
and John’s Beach) to Rev Nellie Thomas who begins her retirement
at the end of July. In August she and her husband Rev Derek
Thomas, also retired, will move to Goose Bay, Labrador, to be near
their daughter Paula who lives there with her husband Gerry Michelin
and daughter Hayden.
Rev Nellie has often been assisted by Rev Derek who recently
retired after several years at All Saints Parish in Corner Brook, and
both have done much good work in the Parish of Bay of Islands.
They will be greatly missed for their energy, enthusiasm and support
which they have offered generously to everyone, whether Anglicans
or members of other churches or even of no church at all.
With the ladies of the three ACW groups we give our thanks to
these two fine people for their work here, and we wish them every
success and happiness in whatever the future may bring for them.
God bless you both, Rev Nellie and Rev Derek.
CORNER BROOK PULP AND PAPER MILL
ITHIN THE LAST WEEK OR TWO the members of the various Trade

W

Unions to which Mill workers belong have voted on whether
to accept or reject the final offer of remuneration and conditions
presented to them after much debate and consultation between their
representatives and those of the Kruger Corporation, owners of the
Mill, based in the Province of Québec.
It has been about three years since negotiations began on these
issues, and at times the outlook has looked very bleak, with closure
of the Mill seeming to be a distinct possibility. It is sad that the
Union members had to consider absorbing a reduction in wages and
other benefits to make possible the Mill’s continued operation. But
should closure of the Mill happen, the future of Corner Brook and
much of Western Newfoundland would be very bleak, as the Mill
employees would not be the only ones affected. Indeed, many other
businesses in the region, along with their employees too, would be
facing grim consequences.
However, cool heads seem to have prevailed, and while there are
numerous issues which are still problematic, a majority of the Mill
employees have voted to accept Kruger’s conditions which involve,
among other things, an average reduction of some 20% in wages.
Not everything has been resolved: two skilled trades unions have
unsettled issues, and the pensions question remains unresolved**, but
generally it looks as if the Mill could have a viable future for a vew
more years, despite difficulties faced by the industry worldwide.
It is to be hoped that the remaining issues will be settled soon, and
that the prosperity our region has enjoyed for so many years now will
continue for many more.
** NOTE: Group employee pension funds, where half of the funding is contributed
by the employees out of their own earnings, should be protected by strict regulations
legislated by government. This would ensure that if a company declared bankruptcy
those pension funds would receive priority and be placed at the top of any list of
creditors. The fact that they are not (Nortel’s collapse is a recent example) is the
result of corporate investments having been viewed traditionally as more important
than the rights of workers.

