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EDITORIAL
AST YEAR TH E T O W N C O U N CILS of York Harbour and Lark Harbour
had some preliminary discussions on the possibility of
amalgamating. The idea behind such a move was, among others, to
allow greater efficiency in operating necessary services, such as garbage
collection, local road maintenance, and snow clearing, for both towns.
Many more services also are provided by other governmental or nongovernmental agencies, including, the Volunteer Fire Service, the
School, the Church, the VON Clinic, the Department of Highways,
Newfoundland Power, Aliant ... the list goes on ... and amalgamation
would improve most. Even this little publication serves both towns!
W e have duplication of effort in a number of areas. M ost noticeable
among these are two separate Town Councils, both working with limited
resources to provide the best they can for their respective communities.
Last year it was pointed out that, while the present level of co-operation
is good, there are several areas where it could be improved by
amalgamation. One example of that would be the greater efficiency that
could be achieved in the operation of the Fire Service. Another would
be the two Councils themselves which, by sharing staff, would enable
a more effective use of their time. Even finding persons willing to serve
as councillors would be easier since fewer members would be needed.
W e are hearing more and more about the necessity in each
community of a town water system. The chances of getting this would
be greatly enhanced with one single larger municipality negotiating the
most favourable terms than with each Council going its own way. In
fact, there are many areas in which the larger size would increase our
“clout” with almost any agency that we currently deal with. The Census
of 2006 found Lark Harbour with a population of 565 and York
Harbour with 346, totalling 911; still small, but more viable.
At present there is no talk of the Provincial Government compelling
amalgamation, but history will show that from time to time senior
governments decide that more junior partners should be combined into
larger units. That has been the experience of many municipalities on the
mainland. Two such examples are: the Halifax/Dartmouth area, and the
several boroughs on the Island of Montreal, which were both forced to
amalgamate in recent years, despite strong resistance.
Certainly, amalgamation would bring with it some problems, but
with a will to co-operate on everyone’s part, those problems would not
be insurmountable. Surely it would be much better for our towns to
amalgamate at their own pace without being compelled to do so by a
future Provincial Government when it saw fit, as might be the case not
too far down the road?
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Items in Italics relate to activities at St James Church.
HE = Holy Eucharist; MP = Morning Prayer; EP = Evening Prayer
2008
6 th
8 th
13 th
20 th
22 nd
27 th

APRIL
Sun
Tues
Sun
Sun
Tues
Sun

Easter 3, 11am, Baptism & HE
Blessing of the Boats, 3 pm, Little Port
Easter 4, 11am, Youth Service
Easter 5, 7pm, Holy Eucharist
Earth Day
Easter 6, 7pm, Prayer & Praise

2008
th

4
11 th
16 th
16-19
18 th
19 th
25 th

M AY

15
21 st

JUNE
Sun
Sat

ADVANCE DATES
st

1
4 th
1 st
7 th

2008

Fathers’ Day
Summer Solstice - first day of Summer

2008
July
Aug
Sept

2008

Sun Easter 7, 11am, Holy Eucharist
Sun M others’ Day, Pentecost, 11am, Holy Eucharist
Fri
School Holiday
Fri-Mon Cursillo Weekend, Killdevil Camp
Sun Trinity Sunday, 7pm, Holy Eucharist
Mon Victoria Day - School Holiday
Sun Pentecost 2, 7pm, Memorial Hymn Sing

2008
th

2008

Tues
Mon
Mon
Sun

2008

CANADA DAY
Civic Holiday, Canada
Labour Day
Grandparents’ Day

Thanks to our Sponsors for their support of The BLOW·ME·DOWNER.
They are:
Ad
Anglican Parish of Bay of Islands
Lark Harbour
Byrne’s Store
York Harbour
p6
Fillatre Memorials
Corner Brook
p4
Quik Lube Plus, 65 Humber Road
Corner Brook
p6
Sheppard’s Clover Farm Store
Lark Harbour
p4
Sheppard’s General Store
York Harbour
p2
Trailside Convenience Store
Lark Harbour
p5
Please support our Sponsors with your business whenever possible.
Without them this publication will not be able to continue.
by now that Ian and Laura Childs,
proprietors of Childs’s Convenience Store in York Harbour,
have decided to close their business and will be leaving this area to
seek employment elsewhere. Their excellent contributions to our
communities will be missed, especially in York Harbour where Ian has
been a member of the Town Council and a Volunteer Firefighter for
many years. W e wish them and their family every success in the
future, and we hope that they will find it possible to return soon.

M

O ST PEO PLE W ILL KN O W

THE TOWN OF LARK HARBOUR
is seeking nominations for TW O COUNCIL SEATS. Nominations
must be received in writing by 4:00pm on Friday 4 th April 2008,
with the name and civic address of the Candidate. Nominations
must be signed by the Proposer and Seconder who must be
present with the Candidate when the forms are submitted. The
Candidate must also sign to signify acceptance of the Nomination.
Interested persons should contact the Council Office for further
information and for Nomination Forms.

Conveners of Club & Group Meetings, call 681-2256 or FAX 681-2229 with important dates to be listed in the Community Calendar.
There is no charge for Personals and short Public Service Announcements.
“We’re not big but we’re small!”
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A TRUE EPISODE FROM THE FRONT LINES
IN FLANDERS, WORLD WAR I

MESSAGE FROM OUR RECTOR
—

Rev Nellie Thomas

—

ANGLICAN PARISH OF THE BAY OF ISLANDS

CONFIRMATION AT ST JAMES CHURCH

O N FIR M ATIO N IS O N E OF THE SACRAM ENTS O F THE C HU RCH . The
word sacrament means “the outward and visible sign of an inward
and spiritual grace” which, simply put, tells us that those who are being
confirmed have made a decision to move on to a new level in their
spiritual lives, symbolised by this sacrament.
There are several Sacraments in common use in the Church today:
Baptism, Confirmation, the Eucharist, Holy Matrimony, and finally,
Burial. A few others, such as Extreme Unction (as a person approaches
death), are much less frequently used today. However each of these
Sacraments marks a stage in the life of the individual concerned, from
birth to death.
At our baptism, we, or our sponsors on our behalf, make certain
promises which affect our relationship with Jesus Christ. These include
the renunciation of evil, commitment to Jesus Christ, and a promise to
trust and follow Him as our Saviour. The Sacrament of Confirmation
renews or confirm s the promises made during Baptism, and reminds us
of our place in the community of God’s Church. During the ceremony
the Bishop lays his hand on the head of the person to be confirmed, and
recites a prayer such as: Strengthen, O Lord, your servant (name) with
your Holy Spirit; empower him/her for your service; and sustain
him/her all the days of his/her life. [BAS p. 628] After Confirmation
the individual is considered to be a full member of Christ’s Church here
on earth, with all the benefits and obligations that go with such
membership.
On Sunday last a group of young people experienced the Sacrament
of Confirmation. W e, the Congregation of St James Church, are proud
that they did so, and we shall pray that they will continue as the People
of God for ever.
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by Dr Charles O’Connell
H E C A N AD IAN M ED ICAL O FFICER asked the young wounded
soldier, “Are you having much pain?”
He should have been in severe pain, by the size of the gaping bullet
wound in his thigh. It was not bleeding as much now. The doctor had
applied pressure, packed the wound with gauze pads and wrapped a
thick bandage around the leg.
The boy looked up at the doctor from his stretcher at the bottom of
the wet, muddy trench. Sweat poured down his face. His pulse was
weak and fast. He was in shock but still conscious. He tried to say
that the needle had helped his pain a bit. The doctor was lucky to have
a supply of Morphine in his field ambulance kit.
All was not quiet on the W estern Front that day. Shells exploded
over the trenches with ear shattering bursts. Shrapnel showered down
on the Ypres Salient. The Canadian regiment returned fire over
no-man’s land to the German lines which almost surrounded them.
Stretcher bearers put their lives at risk to remove the soldier and others
like him through the narrow base of the Salient to safety behind the
lines.
The doctor did his rounds in the trenches, moving from one
wounded man to another. He did what he could to relieve the pain and
torture, to stop the bleeding, dress the wounds and then to assure the
wounded men that there was hope for more treatment back at the base
hospital.
Bombs kept on falling. Shells kept on exploding. But the doctor
kept on doing his rounds.
Then a surprising thing happened. As he leaned over another
patient to try to comfort him he felt a gentle tap on his shoulder and a
kindly soft spoken British voice asked:
“Captain, would you like a cup of tea and a crumpet?”
The doctor looked up to see a middle aged man dressed in an
impeccable Salvation Army uniform, doing his own rounds with a
huge teapot, tin cups and a knapsack of cakes slung over his shoulder.
The doctor smiled and accepted the gift with gratitude. It was
better than any gourmet banquet. He enjoyed his only break on that
dreadful day of death and horror.
From that day onward for the rest of his life the doctor would have
the greatest respect and love for the brave and selfless Christian
Soldiers of the Salvation Army.
I know because that doctor was my father.
- by Dr Charles O’Connell, retired

T

Dr Charles O’Connell, grew up in Corner Brook and is the son
of Dr John O’Connell who practiced medicine in the Bay of
Islands for fifty years. The Dr J. I. O’Connell Centre in
Corner Brook is named after Dr O’Connell, Senior, in honour
of his many years of dedicated service to the people of the Bay
of Islands.

SHEPPARD’S GENERAL STORE
York Harbour - Phone 681-2060

Confirmed by Bishop Percy Coffin of Western Newfoundland
on Sunday 30 th March 2008 at St James Church were:
Dylan Childs
Jacinta Childs
Megan Childs
Brittany Kendell
Mallory MacDonald
Joanna Park

Jordan Park
Andrew Sheppard
Cody Sheppard
Cole Sheppard
Marcus Sheppard
Robyn Sheppard

Samantha Sheppard
Taylor Sheppard
Tyler Sheppard
Mary Snooks
Tyler Travers
Morgan W heeler

Most of you will know that our Rector, Rev Nellie, has been sick
this week, making it impossible for her to write her usual
monthly column for The Blow-Me-Downer. Therefore, instead
of replacing her column with something totally different, I have
taken the liberty of preparing this item about the important
event taking place in the life of our church this weekend - the
visit of our Bishop, Percy Coffin, for the Confirmation of a new
group of young people. We hope that they will remain faithful
participants in the life of the God’s Church in the world and in
our Parish.
SLH

A wide selection of VHS and DVD movies for rent
Groceries, Knitting Wool, Paint, Hardware, Fishing Supplies

LATEST ON THE OUTLANDER MOVIE
If you’re wondering what has happened to our local movie, a quick
search on the Internet produced the following:
. . . a bit of clarification today, and some hints at when to expect to see
Outlander in theaters. First of all, Ascendant Pictures’ work on the
film was completed at the end of January [2008]. The effects were
completed and all shots rendered out by Spin Productions back in
November [2007]. Since then the audio mixing, and musical score
was completed and other post processing was completed on Outlander
by Deluxe. The movie, as noted, was then delivered at the end of
January . . . Now, the production company and distributors are
working on a release date. W e have good word that they are looking
for something “before late August.”
Check this website for pictures and more about the movie:
http://outlander.solsector.net/

Conveners of Club & Group Meetings, call 681-2256 or FAX 681-2229 with important dates to be listed in the Community Calendar.
There is no charge for Personals and short Public Service Announcements.
“We’re not big but we’re small!”
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OBITUARY

OLIVE FIELD
25 th June 1915 - 11 th February 2008
the family of the late Olive (Sheppard) Field
announced her passing peacefully away on Monday 11 th February
2008 at the O’Connell Centre, Corner Brook, at the age of 93 years. Olive
was affectionately known as Aunt Holly to those who loved her. She left
to mourn her sister Susie Darrigan; brothers: Ronald Sheppard (Eileen
Youden), Ross Sheppard, James Sheppard (Joan), Isaac Sheppard Jr.
(Doris); sister-in-law: Priscilla Sheppard; step-children: Ena Porter (John),
Elaine Libertini (Tony) and Fred Field; niece and caregiver Dossie Pennell
(Ralph), as well as many nieces, nephews, other relatives and dear friends.
She will also be missed by her special friend Robert Joyce of the Guardian
Angel Seniors Home.
Olive was predeceased by her first husband Walter Sheppard, second
husband Fred Field; brothers Cyril and Clayton Sheppard; sister Georgina
Sheppard and parents Isaac and Phoebe Sheppard and step-son Bob Field.
Visitation was held at St James Anglican Church, Lark Harbour, on
Tuesday 12th from 7-9 pm and Wednesday 13th from 2-4 and 7-9 pm,
followed by the funeral service on Thursday 14 th February at 1:30 pm, the
Rector, Rev Nellie Thomas, officiating. The interment was held at St
Mary’s Anglican Cemetery, Curling Street.
As expressions of sympathy, flowers were graciously accepted or
memorial donations were made to St James Church Memorial Fund.
Funeral arrangements were by Fillatre Funeral Services, and the family
guest book may be signed by visiting the website at www.fillatre.ca.
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choice. The family offers special thanks to Lorraine Humber for her
many years of service with the family. Funeral arrangements were by
Fillatre Funeral Services. The guest book may be signed or a memorial
donation may be made through the website www.fillatre.ca.

ITH GREAT SADNESS

OBITUARY

KEVIN HENRY SHEPPARD
4 th M ay 1940 - 7 th M arch 2008
T W AS W ITH GREAT SAD N ESS that the family of the late Kevin Henry
Sheppard announced his passing on Friday 7 th March 2008 at the J L
O’Connell Centre, Corner Brook, aty the age of 67 years. Leaving to
mourn with fond and loving memories were his sisters: Etta Caulfield
(Fred) and Joan Sheppard (James); sister-in-law: Myrtle Sheppard, as
well as nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends. Kevin was
predeceased by his father, Isaac F Sheppard; mother, Sarah Sheppard
Vokey; and four brothers: Ivan, Harold, Keith and Raymond. Friends
were able to visit St. James Anglican Church, Lark Harbour on
Saturday 8 th March from 2-4 and 7-9 p.m. from where the funeral
service was held on Monday, 10 th March at 2:00 pm, Reverend Nellie
Thomas officiating. Organist was Sharon Parsons and Pall Bearers
were Ivan Sheppard, Roger Sheppard, Jerry Sheppard, Victor Childs,
Jason Barnes and M arcus Sheppard. Interment followed at the church
cemetery and friends and relatives were invited for refreshments at the
Church Hall afterwards. As expressions of sympathy, in lieu of flowers,
donations may be made to the Heart and Stroke Foundation or to the
charity of one's choice. Funeral arrangements were by Fillatre Funeral
Services of Corner Brook, and the family guest book may be signed by
visiting the website at www.fillatre.ca.
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OBITUARY

DOREEN (CHILDS) MURRIN
4 th M ay 1940 - 13 th M arch 2008
of the late Doreen (Childs) Murrin announce with great
sadness her peaceful passing away at the Interfaith Home, Comer
Brook, on Thursday 13th March 2008, at the age of 79 years. She will be
sadly missed by her, six children: Elaine Sheppard (Wayne), Marie Park
(Howard), Claude Murrin (LeeAnn), June Park (Wade), Malcolm Murrin
(Anita), Pam Murrin (Jamie); two daughters-in-law: Hazel and Beatrice
Murrin, 16 grandchildren, 12 great grandchildren; sister, Nina Druggett;
and sister-in-law: Mildred Childs; as well as a large number of nieces and
nephews. Doreen was predeceased by her husband John; sons: Samuel and
Ira; parents: Henry and Ellen Childs; brothers: Wallace and Ira; and
sisters: Martha and Elizabeth.
Visitation took place from the church on Saturday evening, 7-9:00 pm
and Sunday, 2-4 and 7-9:00 pm. The funeral service was held on Monday
17 th March 2008 at 2:00pm from St James Anglican Church, Lark Harbour,
with Rector, Rev Nellie Thomas officiating. Readings and a tribute were
by Lorraine Humber, Jackie Wiseman, Courtney Pennell, Nina Druggett
and Mildred Childs, and the homily was by Rev Gordon Druggett.
Organist was Stuart Harvey and Pall Bearers were Malcolm Murrin, Wade
Park, Jamie Taylor, Wayne Sheppard, Howard Park and Byron Park.
Interment followed at the church cemetery, and family and friends were
invited for refreshments afterwards at the Church Hall. As expressions of
sympathy, in lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the charity of one’s
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OBITUARY

RAYMOND GILBERT
21 st January 1934 - 13 th M arch 2008
T WAS WITH GREAT SADNESS that the family of the late Raymond Gilbert
announced his passing at the Health Science Centre, St John’s, on
Thursday 13 th March 2008, at the age of 74 years. He will be sadly
missed by his special friend Kitty; five children: Morris Gilbert, Diane
Connolly (Bernard), Karl Gilbert (Barbara), Barbara Sheppard (Dennis),
Donna Sheppard (Martin); grandchildren: Darrell, Jeremy, Alanda,
Stephen, Tammy, Shelley, Paul, Jordan, Jenna, Bobbi, Terri; greatgrandchildren: Ty, Braden & Connor; sister: Norma Pickett (Bill);
brother: Linton Gilbert (Beatrice); sisters-in-law: Dossie Pennell (Ralph),
Marie Pottle (Max); brothers-in-law: Ronnie Sheppard (Geraldine), Paul
Sheppard (Pauline); as well as numerous nieces, nephews, and other
relatives and friends. He was predeceased by his wife: Sylvia (2005),
parents: Ray and Elizabeth Gilbert, and daughter-in-law Theresa (2006).
The funeral service was held on Wednesday 19 th March at 2:00 pm
from St James Anglican Church, Lark Harbour, the Rector, Reverend
Nellie Thomas, officiating. A tribute to Raymond was presented by Trudy
King and one from the grandchildren by Alanda Connolly, and musical
tributes were made by Lisa Childs and Joey Sheppard, and by Howard and
Johnny Childs. Organist was Sharon Parsons and Pall Bearers were Stan
Childs, Gord Park, Howard Childs, Calvin Gilbert, Raleigh Gilbert and
Paul Sheppard. Interment followed at the church cemetery. Friends were
able to visit St James Anglican Church on Monday and Tuesday from 2-4
and 7-9:00 pm. As expressions of sympathy, flowers were graciously
accepted or donations made to the charity of one’s choice. Funeral
arrangements were by Fillatre Funeral Services and the family guest book
may be signed or a memorial donation may be made through this website:
www.fillatre.ca.
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OBITUARY

SUSIE EILEEN (SHEPPARD) DARRIGAN
12 th February 1921 - 25 th M arch 2008
ith great sadness the family of Susie Eileen Darrigan announce
her peaceful passing at the O’Connell Centre, on Tuesday 25 th
March 2008 at the age of 87 years, surrounded by her loving family.
Susie leaves to mourn with fond and loving memories two
daughter, Joanne Sigouin and Helen Darrigan (Richard Bell);
grandchildren: Kathy Sheppard (Byron House), Nicole Sigouin
(Richard Scarsbrook), and Robert Sigouin (Ling Ngo); greatgrandchildren Angela and Holly Brake; brothers: Ronald Sheppard
(Eileen Y ouden), Ross Sheppard, James Sheppard (Joan) and Isaac
Sheppard Jr (Doris); sisters-in-law: Priscilla Sheppard and Naomi
(Nonie) Darrigan; and many nieces, nephews, cousins and friends.
She was predeceased by her husband W illiam Stanley Darrigan on
17 th June 2001, son James W arren Darrigan on 4 th January 2006,
son-in-law Bob Sigouin on 12 th November 2007, sisters Georgina
Sheppard and Olive Field, brothers Cyril Sheppard and Clayton
Sheppard, and parents Isaac and Phoebe Sheppard.
A Service of Thanksgiving and Celebration for Susie’s life was
held on Saturday 29 th March 2008 at 2:00pm at St James Church, Lark
Harbour. A moving Tribute to her mother was presented by Helen
Darrigan, Lisa (Darrigan) W heeler sang a beautiful rendering of the
hymn Just as I am, and Susie’s brother Ross Sheppard played the
hymn What a Friend we have in Jesus on his violin. Scripture
readings were by Robert Sigouin, Nicole Sigouin, Anita Barnes and
Mary Youden. In the absence of the Rector, Rev Nellie Thomas, who
was sick, the service was conducted by Rev Derek Thomas, assisted
by Lay Ministers George Sheppard and Lorraine Humber who also
read the Homily on behalf of Rev Nellie. Pall Bearers were Roger
Sheppard, Chris Sheppard, Ron Sheppard, Merle Sheppard, Paul
Sheppard and Sam Sheppard. Organist was Stuart Harvey.
Interment was at the Lark H arbour Cemetery, and friends and
family were invited to take refreshments at the Church Hall after the
ceremony. As expressions of sympathy flowers are graciously
accepted or donations may be made to the St. James Church Memorial
Fund. Funeral arrangements were by Fillatre Funeral Services.
The family wishes to thank everyone for their expressions of
sympathy and support and for their many acts of kindness at this sad
time.
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TOWN OF

LARK HARBOUR
Report of Monthly Meeting of 27 th February 2008
Present: Mayor, Paul Keetch; Councillors Stuart Harvey and Carol
Rice; Clerks Louise Darrigan and Debra Park (recording).
Absent: Deputy Mayor, Mabel Sheppard.
! Meeting commenced at 7 pm. A resident was present to voice her
concern over an incident involving her cat and a roaming dog.
Council sympathised with the lady’s problem but stated that unless
residents press charges against the owners of straying dogs, and
follow through with court proceedings, there is little that Council
can do. Although the Town pays almost $200/month to employ the
dogcatcher from Reidville, this is not effective. Council is therefore
considering other options that might solve this problem.
! Deputy Mayor Mabel Sheppard tendered her resignation from
Council by letter. This was accepted. Councillor Stuart was then
nominated as Deputy Mayor, and he accepted with some hesitation.
! A decision was made to purchase 15 new folding tables for the Hall
from B & B Sales at a cost of $215 each. These tables will not be
removed from the Hall at any time.
! A donation of $250 to the Bay of Islands Search and Rescue
(BOISAR) team was approved as it was felt that this organisation
could be instrumental in saving lives in an emergency.
! The two new roads were named: #1 to be known as “Birchy Hill
Road” and #2 as “Harbour View Road”. Signs will be erected at
both roads. Meanwhile Council is still awaiting advice on limits of
servicing for these two roads.
! To date nothing further has been heard from the contractor on the
W ater and W ell situaution at the Town Hall. To be followed up.
! Issues of the accident and the renewed request for a guard rail along
the property of Mr Sam Sheppard near Big Brook was discussed,
but this is a matter for the H ighways Department and Council can
only request/or support requests of residents. The sewer issue at the
Guardian Angel Home was noted.
! Accounts payable of $35,043.97 were approved and an additional
sum of $25,000 was approved for term investment.
! Total write-offs of back taxes of $5,223 was approved.
! Council would invite the Twilight 50+ Club executive to discuss
their request at the next meeting.
! A request for a parcel of Crown land for agricultural purposes was
deferred.
! A charity donation has been requested and since a decision was
made in 2005 that Council would not donate beyond the limit as
allowed in the Town Budget, this request was directed to file.
! Request received from YMCA for space to meet with residents aged
16 to 29 was discussed and it was decided to ask for further details
before making a decision.
! garbage contract noted and directed to file.
! Gas Tax funding plan being worked on by Town engineering
consultant, still awaited.
! Playground funding application was rejected, Council will review
this further, as playground repairs are needed before summer.
! Council briefed by M ayor on latest developments at the Outer Bay
of Islands Enhancement Committee. A formal resolution was made
offering support in principle to this group.
! Concern expressed over dumping of garbage in inappropriate places
such as the Beacon Road. The department responsible for this to be
contacted regarding the reinstallation of a gate on the road.
! Heritage items discussed briefly. Deputy Mayor offered an
explanation for the absence of dialogue since fall and requesting
clerk to provide a copy of all pertinent correspondence to him.
! Correspondence received from MHA Terry Loder regarding student
summer employment. Mayor will review this as time remaining is
very short.
Meeting adjourned at 10:45 pm.

SHEPPARD’S CLOVER FARM STORE
! ! ! CHECK OUR PRICES ! ! !
Gasoline Groceries Hardware Lotto Beer Liquor
Propane Exchange Program

DISTRIBUTOR OF PRODUCTS
from MERCER’S MARINE

Report of Monthly Meeting of 18 March 2008
Present: Mayor, Paul Keetch; Councillors Stuart Harvey and Carol
Rice; Clerks: Debra Park and Louise Darrigan (recording).
! Meeting commenced at 7 pm.
! Executive members of Twilight 50+ Club (Joe Hynes, Ben Childs,
Sheila Jones) were present to discuss arrangements for cleaning
and waxing floors. Council will cover cost of a mop head and
rental of equipment to do the job. Seniors will invoice Council for
those costs. Some repairs are needed, including on the Emergency
Door and an outside light; Council will take care of these.
! Two more complaints over roaming dogs were discussed. Letters
will be sent to dog owners regarding the the by-law and obligations
of dog owners to keep their animals restrained at all times. It was
noted that the dog catcher arrangements are useless as everyone
knows when the man is here. Residents with complaints about
roaming dogs are advised to contact the RCMP and/or explore
other alternatives such as taking a picture of the problem dog to
identify the animal and the location where it was seen.
! Nominations will be called to fill the two vacant seats on Council.
! Mayor reported that an application for Student Summer
Employment has been submitted and is being processed. He also
reported that an application has been sent from York Harbour
under the Firettes. This was unknown to Council at the time, and
Mayor Murray Sheppard has been contacted by Mayor Keetch.
(Note: In order to qualify for full funding under this program, an
organisation must be considered to be “not for profit”;
municipalities are not so considered. If approved they will be
required to provide 40% of the funding.)
! Financial report was approved along with accounts payable of
$9,262.84. A motion was also passed to withdraw $10,000 from
the term deposit into the general account if needed.
! Donation to the VON of $2,000 to support the Clinic approved.
! Purchase of 40 tons of ice control material (sand/salt mix) for
2008-2009 winter approved.
! An anonymous letter regarding the Firettes and Bingos (received
recently by Council) will be tabled at the next Joint FD Meeting.
! Council voted to support the City of Corner Brook’s request for a
letter of support for the development of a multi-sport complex on
W ellington Street, Corner Brook.
! Motion was passed to approve payment of $2303.44 (being Lark
Harbour’s share of the cost of 911 Pager System with Firettes
paying one third and the remainder divided between the two towns
on the 55/45% agreement).
! Deputy Mayor met earlier with representatives of the YM CA
regarding their request before Council last month for space to meet
with residents aged 16 to 29. They require space on alternating
Thursday mornings from 10 to 12 noon for about 2 hours to offer
career/training advice, help with writing resumes, being
interviewed, etc. Council agreed that since this was a useful
service for people of this age group, the request would be met.
! Next regular Monthly Meeting set for W ednesday 16 th April 2008.
Meeting adjourned at 10 pm.

BYRNE’S STORE
Main Street, York Harbour - Phone 681-2040
FULL SERVICE GAS & DIESEL
Groceries, Confectionery & Beer, Hardware, Loto
A GREAT SELECTION OF LOCAL SOUVENIRS
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M eeting between the

A LITTLE BIT OF HISTORY

OUTER BAY OF ISLANDS ENHANCEMENT COMMITTEE

If your family name is YOUDEN, or if you are descended from anyone
with that name, you may find the following to be of interest.

and
Keith Payne, Dept of Innovation, Trade & Rural Development
Y O R K H ARBOUR T O W N H ALL on 7 th
M arch 2008. It took the form of a workshop and was open to
members of the public. In attendance were Lew Childs, John Parsons,
Paul Keetch (Mayor, LH), Stuart Harvey, Lottie Childs, Aiden Park,
Murray Sheppard (Mayor, YH), Mary Lou Sheppard, Allan Sheppard,
Keith Payne (Department) and Sherry Styles (recorder).
During the workshop many of the attractions, potentials and needs
of the local area were identified and discussed. W ays of enhancing and
developing these were then discussed in some detail with input from
everyone present, and a list of projects, short-term and long-term, which
could be worked on over the next few years was produced.

T

H IS M EETIN G W AS H ELD A T

The list comprised the following items in random order:
T
T
T
T
T
T
T
T
T
T
T
T
T
T

Improvements to municipal infrastructure (water, sewer, roads)
Network of hiking trails
Tourism M arketing and Promotion Plan
Marina
Snowmobile Trails
ATV Trail
Multi-purpose Sports Complex
Boat Launch and Lift (recreational)
Beautification Project (clean up car wrecks, dumping areas, etc)
Fisheries Research Laboratory (for local research)
Beach Development (a day park)
Highway Scenic Pull-offs
Signage for trails and items of interest
Promotion of Private Sector for tourism

It was recognised that some of these projects are very ambitious, while
others are relatively simple. The list is by no means complete, nor
restrictive. The purpose of the list is to generate discussion in the
communities, and to stimulate interest and enthusiasm to see at least
some of the projects (or others not on the list) being adopted, made
practical, and becoming reality. Some people or groups may favour one
project, others another, but any of them, large or small, could bring
great benefit to our towns; and most would be within our reach with coordinated community effort.

THOMAS YOUDEN

1790-1876

Y OUDEN WAS BORN IN ENGLAND on 5th November 1790. He
died in Bull Cove, near Brigus, Conception Bay, Newfoundland, on
4 th April 1876.
As close as can be determined, Thomas arrived in Newfoundland in
the early 1820s. So far nothing is known for certain of his life or his
activities before he came to Newfoundland. Oral history claims he was
a prisoner of the French at Arras, France, before he came to
Newfoundland. This may have been during the Napoleonic Wars, when
he probably served in the Royal Navy around the time of the Battle of
Trafalgar (1815) as he was already much involved in seafaring from an
early age. He was said to have cut through the bars of his prison, using
the mainspring of his watch. This anecdote is presently not proven,
although it fits very well with what is known about him.
Thomas is believed to have settled first in Brigus, Conception Bay,
where he married Elizabeth Hiscock (alt spelling Hiscox) in 1824.
She bore him four sons: Henry (or Harry), Thomas, Philip and W illiam
John, and his descendants will be familiar with these as frequent
Youden family names. After Elizabeth died in 1845, he moved to Bull
Cove where the people of the village gave him some land to build a
house, and built a school where he taught many of the local children
until the 1860s.
At some point after coming to Newfoundland, Thomas became a
master mariner. Until 1845, when he became a teacher, he was captain
of the brig Jane which carried cargo. He also taught navigation to the
young men of the area and he wrote a book on navigation (see picture
below), no doubt to help with the teaching. He was obviously a man
of considerable ability, as it is said that he was able to speak several
languages. Later in his life he took up painting pictures of ships, and
two of these are in the Newfoundland Museum in St John’s.

T

HOMAS

TRAILSIDE CONVENIENCE
TERRY PARK ENTERPRISES LTD

240 Main Street, Lark Harbour - 681-2800
Ice-Cold Beer, Hardware, Groceries & Confectionery
2 litres Milk just $3.89 - All the LATEST Movie releases

NOW HEREBY HANGS A TALE
Actually, “A TAIL”, and a true tale at that!
(With due respect to William Shakespeare.)
Did you hear about the Lark Harbour lady (First Lady) who lost her
cat? W ell, she had a phone call from a friend (Second Lady) who said,
“I’ve got your cat, Tiddles, here, at my house.”
Said First Lady, “Oh, that’s wonderful, I thought I’d lost him for
ever!”
“No, Tiddles is here, safe and sound,” said the Second Lady. “But
can you pick him up? I have to go to Corner Brook tomorrow.”
“Oh, of course,” said First Lady, “but I need to get him fixed. Could
you take him to the vet’s and get him done? I’ll pay you for it
tomorrow.”
“Sure, I’ll be glad to,” said Second Lady. And, true to her word, she
did it.
Not long after, First Lady got another phone call from a Third Lady:
“I think this is your cat, Tiddles, here,” said Third Lady.
“Oh, no, it can’t be! Tiddles is at the vet’s right now, being fixed!”
said First Lady.
“But I’m sure it is Tiddles!” said Third Lady, and she described
him. It took a few moments for the truth to sink in ... After all, some
cats look very much like other cats.
“Oh, my good heavens!” said First Lady. “That is Tiddles! I got the
wrong cat done! Poor Tiddles! He’ll never forgive me!”

This picture shows a page from Thomas Youden’s navigation book.
It is in the possession of Hiscock Fisheries of Brigus, Newfoundland.

Of special interest to descendants of Thomas Youden:
Thomas and Elizabeth were parents of Philip Youden (1833-1872)
Philip married Elizabeth Mannard (1836-1914)
Philip & Elizabeth were parents of Thomas Youden (1858-1930)
Thomas married Sarah Dawe (1863-1952)
Thomas and Elizabeth were parents of:
(1)
Eliza Jane Youden - married Frederick S Gabriel
(2)
John Mannard Youden - married Effie/Ethel Childs
(3)
Leta Youden - married Frederick J Sheppard
(4)
W illiam Thomas Youden - married (1 st) Mariam M
Sheppard, and (2 nd) Lucy Rideout
(5)
Frederick Youden - married Florence F Sheppard
(6)
also Elizabeth, Maud, Edith and Emily
and Myrtle and Solomon who died as infants
If anyone has corrections, further information, or pictures of these
people and would be willing to allow me to scan them, I would
appreciate a call at (709) 681-2256 or contact me by email at
blowmedowner@gmail.com.

This really is a true story, and worthy of all people to be believed.
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LIBRARY NOTES
by
Susan Harvey

ROTATING COLLECTION FULL OF MYSTERY

F Y O U ’ RE NO T SURE where Spring has got to (and after experiencing
most of our recent weather, you could hardly be blamed for that), just
take a look at these pictures. The top two were taken last Friday on
Little Port Road in front of the Rectory. The one at lower left was taken
at the junction of Park & Youden Road and Main Road, and the lower
right is of the level stretch of road between York Harbour and Lark
Harbour. There are few actual potholes here, but the dark marks are the
crazy pattern of cracks where the pavement is soft, and when water
seeps in there and then freezes at night, the paving becomes loose and
eventually comes up.
These pictures, common as Spring approaches in our area, show the
condition of much of the pavement around our communities and along
Route 450 to Corner Brook. In some places it is almost impossible to
avoid the holes, and the repeated bumps alone will ruin the suspension
of your vehicle, not to mention the damage it may sustain if your
vehicle actually bottoms out in one of the deeper holes. But Spring is
really not yet here and, depending on what nature throws at us over the
next few weeks, our roads could get even worse.
Last year some new pavement was laid on Route 450 east of
Frenchman’s Cove, and some patching was done from Frenchman’s
Cove to Lark Harbour. But it was done in late fall when there was
already frost around. How long can we expect that work to last?
On trips round other west coast areas such as the Port au Port
Peninsula last year, I noted that there were very few places where the
roads were in a state as bad as Route 450. This year there will be even
more deterioration here, but will it be remedied before the snow flies
again? Have there been any announcements of road repairs in the Outer
Bay of Islands? Correct me if I am wrong, but I cannot recall any such
announcements yet. Surely, if there are going to be repairs done, now
is the time for them to be announced, so that work can begin as soon as
weather permits.
Having travelled by road in many parts of Canada and the U SA, I
have seen few areas with roads as poor as ours. True, we have harsh
weather conditions here, but so do other places. Is it possible that our
highways are not well designed to withstand our conditions? For
example, there are many spots where water washes across and even
along the pavement during the runoff season. W ater remaining on the
surface causes extreme damage to the pavement in just a short time, and
it is also a cause of accidents when a vehicle planes. A few more
dollars put into highway design
to ensure that the road surfaces
are laid with a crown, to shed
water off to the sides, might
help to extend the useful life of
pavement.
We
have fewer tax
resources in this Province than
most others have.
This
highlights the need for greater
care to ensure that those
resources are spent in the most
effective manner, helping to
reduce some of the need for
maintenance.

I

N O W TH AT TH E BU SY E ASTER SEASON IS PAST , readers will want to
relax and lose themselves in some interesting reading. T he latest
collection is especially rewarding for mystery lovers, particularly those
who like their detectives to be female. In addition to Marcia Muller’s
private investigator Sharon McCone (Dead Midnight), a long-time
favourite, there are three private investigators new to me: Sandra
Scoppetone’s Faye Quick (Too Darn Hot); Linda Barnes’s Carlotta
Carlyle (Heart of the World); and Gwendolin Southin’s Margaret
Spencer (Death in a Family Way), who entered the field at fifty. In
addition, there are at least three non-professional detectives: Rachelle
Krich’s Molly Blume (Blues in the Night) is a true-crime writer;
Edward Sklepowich’s Contessa da Capo Zendrini (The Last Gondola)
is a glamourous aristocrat living in Venice; and Jill Churchill’s
refreshing Jane and Shelley (Fear of Frying), who encounter murder
on a camping trip.
Of course, there are some of the standard male detectives also.
One of my favourites is Charley Salter, a Toronto policeman almost at
retirement age; he has been doing administative work until he is
assigned to a weird case no one else wants to tackle. Charley features
in The Last Hand, by Eric W right. Lots of local colour also in Jane
Haddam’s Conspiracy Theory featuring Gregor Demarkian, living in
an Armenian neighbourhood in Philadelphia. Robert Parker’s Jesse
Stone is a police chief in a small coastal Massachusetts town; in Sea
Change he must deal with an unidentified body washing up on shore.
Stephen Cannell’s Shane Scully is a sergeant in the LAPD, with bigcity-type complications, in Vertical Coffin. Another of my personal
favourites is Ed McBain’s entire 87 th precinct; over most of the last
fifty years his characters have come to life in a New-York-type setting.
This book is called Fiddlers.
Finally, a book called The Marble Mask gives us a Vermont
policeman presented with a corpse discovered on a ski slope who turns
out to have been dead for fifty years. The plot is somewhat tortuous,
centring on gang rivalries on the Canadian side of the border, in the
Eastern Townships of Quebec.
If mysteries are not your bag, there are more westerns than usual
and some romances by Janet Dailey and Maeve Binchy, among others.
One to avoid is A Gentleman’s Honor by Stephanie Laurens. It looked
to be a more-or-less standard Regency novel, with a certain amount of
period action and a romantic interest resolved in the last chapter.
Instead, we get seven hundred large print pages of physical details of
an unconvincing and not very interesting seduction; plus a negligible
plot, also pretty unconvincing.
A supposed mystery also to avoid is The Cat Who Killed Lillian
Jackson Braun by Robert Kaplow. Presented as an amusing parody,
it misses its mark by a long way - as supposed comedy so often does.
I also found Shadow Account by Stephen Frey disappointing; it starts
as the fascinating financial crime he can describe, but then becomes a
political conspiracy.
A lot of new Newfoundland books just came in. More particulars
next month.
Next to the destruction
of a life, the destruction
of a home—the home of
people you knew, who
were your neighbours,
who helped you when
you had need for it, and
whom you help ed
too— is a disturbing
occurrence. It is almost
as if the lives that were
sheltered in that home,
the joys and sorrows experienced by those who lived there, are
themselves being crushed and destroyed with the home. I grew up in
England during the 1940s when cities were being rebuilt after the blitz
and people were rebuilding what had been blasted to pieces. I was
reminded of that last Saturday evening when I witnessed the scene in
the picture above. That so much effort, the work of a man and a
woman’s lifetime, can be obliterated so quickly, makes one pause.
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