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EDITORIAL
S YOU READ THIS, only a few days remain before the Newfoundland

A

General Election, which will take place on 9th October, next
Tuesday. We have heard from all of the candidates seeking election in
the Bay of Islands District, and perhaps you have already made up your
mind as to where you will place your vote; perhaps you have even
decided that you will not vote. However, I urge everyone to make use
of this opportunity to have a say in the exercise of democracy;
remember that there are millions of people in the world who do not have
the privilege of a democratic vote, and who envy us because we do.
Until you cast your vote, please continue to listen to whatever may
still be forthcoming, and be prepared to change your mind, if necessary,
even at the very last minute, even as you enter the Polling Booth itself.
In the meantime, I take this opportunity to present a few questions
you may wish to consider as you decide where to place your vote:
1. Is a decision NOT to vote in this Election an effective way of
showing your disapproval of the behaviour of some members of the
House of Assembly, especially those who have made questionable
use of their constituency allowances?
2. How satisfied are you with the Williams government in its handling
of offshore oil issues in the past 4 years?
3. Do you support the way Premier Williams has confronted the Harper
government in Ottawa over matters like equalisation and royalties
from the oil industry?
4. Do you believe that promises made during the Election campaign
will be kept after a new government is elected? (for example, to
construct a new hospital in Cormer Brook, to increase the minimum
wage to $11 during the life of the next government, to reduce
income taxes for middle income people ... etc)
5. Do you think the Williams government is doing enough to deal with
the problems of rural communities like ours?
6. What other concerns or issues do you have, and have those issues
been discussed by any of the candidates in your District?
7. Given that the Williams government is almost certain to be reelected with a solid majority, do you want them to have an even
greater majority than they had at dissolution, or would you prefer to
see a stronger opposition in the House?
8. Is it really necessary to have as MHA a member of the governing
party to ensure that our District receives proper treatment?
There are many other questions that could be posed at this time, and you
probably have many others of your own. That’s good. The important
thing is to seek answers to your questions, to listen to what the various
parties say on the issues that you feel are significant for our Province at
this time, and to cast your vote accordingly, whether it be for a
candidate of the sitting government, or one of the other parties.
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Sun
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Mon
Tues
Wed

Thanksgiving Service, 11:00am, HE
Thanksgiving Day. SCHOOL CLOSED
Election Day, Newfoundland & Labrador
Norwegian Dawn cruise ship in Corner Brook
Pentecost 20, 11:00am, HE & Baptism
Pentecost 21, 7:00pm, Prayer & Praise
Boyd Chubbs, Artist, Musician, Author. (See p. 4)
Norwegian Dawn cruise ship in Corner Brook
United Nations Day
SCHOOL CLOSED (Professional Development Day)
Thur SCHOOL CLOSED (Professional Development Day)
Sat
Noon, copy deadline for Nov BLOW·ME·DOWNER
Sun Pentecost 22, 7:00pm, Memorial Hymn Sing

2007
nd

2
3rd
4th
9th
11th
12th
18th
25th

NOVEMBER
Fri
Sat
Sun
Fri
Sun
Mon
Sun
Sun

1
2nd
7th
9th
16th
21st
23rd
24th
25th
30th

2007

BLOW·ME·DOWNER, Issue 23 in your mailbox
End of Daylight Saving Time (Canada & USA)
Pentecost 23, 11:00am, Youth Service
SCHOOL CLOSED (Holiday)
Remembrance Day, 11:00am, Remembrance Service
SCHOOL CLOSED (Holiday)
Pentecost 25, 7:00pm, HE
Pentecost 26, 7:00pm, Compline

2007
st

2007

DECEMBER

2007

Sat
Noon, copy deadline for Dec BLOW·ME·DOWNER
Sun 1st of Advent, 11:00am, HE
Fri BLOW·ME·DOWNER, Issue 24 in your mailbox
Sun 2nd of Advent, 11:00am, MP
Sun 3rd of Advent, 7:00pm, HE
Fri LAST SCHOOL DAY BEFORE CLOSING FOR CHRISTMAS
Sun 4th of Advent, 7:00pm, EP
Mon Christmas Eve, 4:00pm service, HE
Tues Christmas Day - Greetings to Everyone
Sun First Sunday after Christmas, 7:00pm, EP

2008

ADVANCE DATES
th

January 7
February 11th
February 18th
March 20th
March 31st
May 16th & 19th

Mon
Mon
Mon
Thur
Mon
Fr - Mon

2008

SCHOOL REOPENS after Christmas
SCHOOL CLOSED (Prof. Dev. Day)

SCHOOL WINTER HOLIDAY
SCHOOL CLOSES for Easter
SCHOOL REOPENS after Easter
SCHOOL HOLIDAYS - Victoria Day

Thanks to our Sponsors for their support of the BLOW·ME·DOWNER.
They are:
Ad
Anglican Parish of Bay of Islands
Lark Harbour
Byrne’s Store
York Harbour p 4
Childs’s Convenience Store
York Harbour p 3
Fillatre Memorials
Corner Brook
p 2
Quik Lube Plus, 65 Humber Road
Corner Brook
p 4
Sheppard’s Clover Farm Store
Lark Harbour
p 3
Sheppard’s General Store
York Harbour p 4
Trailside Convenience Store
Lark Harbour
p 3
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A VISIT TO AFRICA

MESSAGE FROM OUR RECTOR
—

Rev Nellie Thomas

WHAT A MIGHTY GOD WE SERVE!!!
GOD WHO IS MIGHTY, strong and loving! Someone
asked me a while ago what was the best job I had ever worked at.
First I said that I have done many things in life. I worked as a nursing
aide at a hospital, taught typing, worked as a town clerk, secretary at a
hospital, and the list goes on. But whatever I worked at in life, it was
just a job. I did not find it fulfilling. So that person said, “Do you like
your work now?” My quick response was “YES, but I don't think of it
as a job any more. I’m just so happy to be able to serve our God.” In
1 Corinthians 15:50-58, Paul told the Corinthians that since they didn’t
know how much time they had before the Lord’s return, they ought to
be always doing the Lord’s work. There’s no time to waste! There’s no
time like the present!!
We all have to connect with Jesus to build a relationship with him.
Jesus’ purpose will be fulfilled when we all are made like Him. To be
like Jesus should be the goal of every child of God. The only
acceptable way to do the work of the Lord is by doing our best.
1 Corinthians 15:58 says, “Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast,
immovable, always excelling in the work of the Lord, because you know
that in the Lord your labour is not in vain.” That deserves our very best
attention. Every Christian should ask, “Did I do my best?” The people
of the church of God have a common purpose. We not only need one
another’s help and support, but we share the desire to encourage and
help one another in fulfilling the purpose for which God has called each
of us together. We are all brothers and sisters in Christ! We never
know what we have to face in life. But if we have Jesus, then we have
everything we need. Jesus is our medicine. Jesus walks with us in life
and all we have to do is to invite Him into our hearts. Jesus will never
force himself on us; it’s entirely up to us. By serving the Lord we build
relationships with Him and with one another. Our journey through this
life is only a short one, however long we live. But when we die we go
to be with Jesus for eternity. Jesus wants us always to do our best in
serving him and serving one another. Because when we serve one
another we are serving HIM.
There is a beautiful song that goes like this:

W

E SERVE A

What a Mighty God We Serve
What a mighty God we serve
What a mighty God we serve
The angels bow before Him
Heaven and earth adore Him
What a mighty God we serve.
God has blessed all of us. Just by serving Him we are all blessed.
SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT
by Margaret Anderson of St John’s on her visit to
Malawi (see the next column) raises the old question of helping
others and also relates well to Rev Nellie’s message above.
Sometimes we hear the question, “Why are we sending aid to
foreign countries when we have so many people in our own country
who need help?” This is a valid question and no one is suggesting that
we should not also help those in need close to our own homes (for
example, through the Food Bank). However, anyone who experienced
Margaret’s presentation had to see that most people of Malawi are in far
greater need than almost everyone in Canada. That, I think, is a strong
reason for responding to the needs of people so far away.
But there is another reason which may appeal to many, even the
most self-centred among us: We have to understand that one day the
people of those poor countries will not always be as poor as they are
now. Wouldn’t it therefore be better if we as Canadians were to have
secured the respect and friendship of these people by then—even if our
only reason for helping them was that they will one day be our trading
partners instead of simply the recipients of our charitable donations? It
is because we have the means to trade that Canada has achieved so great
a life for almost every Canadian. At the same time, though, let us not
ignore those unfortunate Canadians, of whom there are still plenty, who
have also slipped through the “net” of our social guarantees.
If you can’t help people because they are your brothers and sisters
in Christ, do it for your own and your children’s self-preservation.

T

HE REPORT

by MARGARET STEWART ANDERSON

—
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On Sunday 30 September those who attended the 7 pm service at
St James Church enjoyed a presentation by Margaret Stewart Anderson
about her visit last spring to the African country of Malawi. Margaret
lives in St John’s and has worked as a naturalist with NL Provincial
Parks Service. Prior to leaving for Malawi Margaret had received
donations from a number of people, and with this money she purchased
some urgently-needed items for a few schools and clinics in that country
where most people are extremely poor compared with Canadians. Many
of the necessities which we take for granted such as pencils, crayons and
furniture, are difficult or even impossible to obtain in Malawi, and even
if available the people usually cannot afford to buy them. Seeing the
pictures and hearing the commentary was a real eye-opener for most of
us, making us realise how fortunate we are in this country. Margaret
wrote the following short article for the BLOW·ME·DOWNER about her
visit to Malawi.
T’S NOT EVERY DAY YOU GET AN INVITATION

to go to Africa so, when
my daughter Jessica invited me to accompany her to Malawi last April,
I heartily accepted. Jessica started into a Masters program in September
2006 at York University. Her plan was to do her fieldwork in Malawi
with the same supervisor, Dr. Emmanuelle Kaunda, with whom she had
worked for 2 years prior on a Developmental Internship through the
Marine Institute at MUN.

I

I was slightly insulated from the ‘fear of the unknown’ as Jessie and
I were going to Bunda College (one of the five colleges that make up the
University of Malawi) where she spent eight months in 2004/2005. We
stayed in a lovely guesthouse (with only cold water and often no
electricity) and came prepared with the appropriate innoculations,
malaria pills and mosquito nets to sleep under. What I was not prepared
for was the buoyant, cheerful spirit of a people who have suffered much
death due to malaria, AIDS and starvation.
Going to Africa was a trip of a lifetime, from the colourful splendour
of the tropical plants and the African birds, and going on safari to see the
native animals in their natural habitat. Beyond that I was fortunate
enough to raise some money before my trip so I could buy some items for
very needy people. I donated some of the money to the Under Five
Health Clinic associated with Bunda College. This clinic services 60
traditional African villages from the surrounding area. These villages
have no electricity and are comprised of mud huts with thatched rooves.
When I asked the Chief Nurse what was most needed she replied
“Chairs”. The Chief Nurse, and I, with a driver, went into the capital
city, Lilongwe, and bought chairs, so now the new mothers, with babes
in arms, can sit in chairs while they listen to health talks on the benefits
of breast feeding and how to avoid getting AIDS, etc. The rest of the
donations were spent on children’s literature, soccer and volleyballs,
skipping ropes and a whole host of school supplies which was divided
amongst seven schools in the surrounding neighbourhood.
I went to give of myself but what I was given back was far more. We
observed in the Malawian people a strength of character to progress
beyond their adversity, with a fierce determination to better themselves
and their country through hard work and education.
- Margaret Stewart Anderson

! Don’t forget to contribute your $20 to the annual VON Clinic appeal.
It benefits all of us, and the donation is tax deductible.
! If you have not yet complied with Council’s request to check your
street number please ascertain from your Council what it should be.
Then ensure that the number is clearly displayed so that it is visible
from the road. This request for your own safety is from both the
Town Councils of York Harbour and Lark Harbour.

Conveners of Club & Group Meetings, call 681-2256 or FAX 681-2229 with important dates to be listed in the Community Calendar.
There is no charge for Personals and short Public Service Announcements.
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TOWN OF

YORK HARBOUR
OVERVIEW OF THE REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING OF
11TH SEPTEMBER 2007 AT 7:30 PM
! Terry Loder attended the meeting to determine what Council would
like to see done for the community. After a long discussion, Council
decided that some of the main concerns were: the state of the roads,
the lack of cellular service, and the constantly decreasing Municipal
Operating Grant.
! Council approved one application for Crown Land and deferred the
other application until the extension of Snooks’ Lane is
commenced/completed.
! Council has received NO TENDERS for snow clearing. The matter
will be reviewed again for October.
! Council is going to remove the light located in the rink. Clerk is to
contact three sources to obtain quotes to remove the rink entirely.
! The underage drinking in the rink is getting worse. The RCMP has
been notified again of the underage drinking, and they will be
advised of the names of the individuals caught there drinking
underage. Council property is being destroyed, and a $50 reward is
being offered for information leading to the apprehension of the
individuals involved.
! Councillors will assemble and install the new garbage bin when it
arrives. It will be kept locked and for Council use only.
! Council passed a motion to tender for garbage pickup for 2008.
! The issue of Amalgamation was discussed. The concerns remain the
same, and have not been resolved. The main concern is: If we go
ahead with the feasibility study, and the Town still decides against
Amalgamation, who will pay for the study? This will be discussed
further at the next Council meeting.

CHILDS’S CONVENIENCE STORE
YORK HARBOUR - Telephone 681-2201
GROCERIES

CONFECTIONERY

GASOLINE

A wide selection of current movies for all tastes and ages available
VHS and DVD formats

TOWN OF

LARK HARBOUR
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! HAWCO LAND LOTS. A draw for the remaining lots was
discussed and a list of 10 names was randomly drawn from the 44
wishing to purchase lots. In order, each person would be asked to
select their preferred lot and to confirm intention to purchase by
depositing $500 at the Council Office within 10 days of being
notified, with 30 days then to pay the balance. Anyone not fulfilling
those conditions would forfeit their place on the list and the next
person on the list would then receive their opportunity to select, etc.
The response of Commodity Tax Consultants regarding HST on the
lots was reviewed and the tax will be applied to the sales.
! NO DUMPING BY-LAW will be further investigated and discussed
before action will be taken.
! FIRE DEPT JOINT MEETING. Date to be advanced to 23rd or 30th
October. Question of using funds from the gas tax rebate for
construction of the fire hall extension was discussed, with the
opinion stated that the extension should be considered as new
infrastructure and should therefore be eligible for such funding.
! TOWN LAPEL PINS. Quote of $279.30 was received for supply
of 500 pins. Quote accepted. The pins are a useful means of
publicity for the Town.
! FINANCIAL REPORT. Accounts payable of $5,140.76 approved.
An amount of $25,000 will be placed in term investment until
needed.
! VISIT OF RHONDA McLEAN OF MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS. Ms
McLean was pleased with the accounts as presented in the software
package Town Manager and took copies back to her office for
further perusal.
! GARBAGE CONTRACT. Tender Call to be placed in Western Star
and faxes to be sent to three known contractors.
! SNOW CLEARING 2007-8. Two quotes will be sought from the
current contractor: one for an hourly rate contract; a second one for
a flat rate contract with stipulation to revert to the hourly rate in case
of unsatisfactory performance by the contractor.
! WRITE-OFFS. A small write-off was approved.
! BUILDING PERMITS. Three permits approved.
! COMPLAINTS/CONCERNS. (1) Mr Pittman will be permitted to
run a water line over Council property if certain specified conditions
are fulfilled. (2) Maintenance on Joyce’s Road and other town roads
will be completed as required.
! NOMINATION FOR COUNCIL VACANCY. Set for 4th and 5th
October. Clerk also directed to contact the Deputy Mayor as to her
intentions regarding her seat on Council.
! COLLECTIONS UPDATE. A motion for a power of sale for
certain unpaid property taxes was rescinded since the taxes have
now been paid in full.
! APPLICATION RE CROWN LAND BY R SHEPPARD.
Regulations affecting infilling limits and limits of servicing relative
to this application were reviewed in detail. A decision will be
postponed until Council has been able to explore it further with
advice from the Town’s engineer.

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING OF 18th SEPTEMBER 2007

Meeting adjourned at 11:40 pm.

resent were: Mayor Paul Keetch, Councillors Carol Rice and Stuart
Harvey, Clerks Louise Darrigan and Debra Park, special guests Mr
Terry Loder (PC Candidate for Bay of Islands District), Mr Richard
Park (Mr Loder’s Campaign Manager) and several members of the
Seniors’ 50 Plus Club. Mayor Paul Keetch called the Meeting to order
at 7:10 pm and welcomed everyone.

SHEPPARD’S CLOVER FARM STORE

P

! The Mayor gave the floor to Mr Loder who had requested to meet
with Council to hear their concerns. Mr Loder introduced himself
and Mr Richard Park. Concerns raised included: the condition and
need of maintenance of Highway 450, and the lack of cell phone
service in the area. After some discussion of these and other issues,
Mr Loder and Mr Park excused themselves and left the Meeting.
! The Seniors expressed their concerns about cleaning, snow removal,
and the water problems at the Town Hall. They asked Council to
consider a different arrangement about rental and cleaning than had
been in place for the previous year. There was some discussion of
a possible reduced rate as the Seniors felt that they were having to
do more than their share of the cleaning. Council was sympathetic
to their concerns and agreed to study the matter and to investigate
the possibility of employing someone on a regular basis to clean the
Hall. The cost of the dog catcher was questioned and some Seniors
felt that it was excessive for the benefits received. Council
undertook to review all comments, but could not provide an
immediate response. This Meeting was then adjourned and
continued downstairs in the Council Office.
! OUTLANDER BOAT. A quote to be sought from ZR Enterprises
for the removal of the boat and preparation of cribbing to display it
at a new location near the Town Hall.

! ! ! CHECK OUR PRICES ! ! !
Gasoline Groceries Hardware Lotto Beer Liquor
Propane Exchange Program

DISTRIBUTOR OF PRODUCTS

from

MERCER’S MARINE

TRAILSIDE CONVENIENCE
TERRY PARK ENTERPRISES LTD

240 Main Street, Lark Harbour
681-2800
We carry all the latest movie releases
Ice-Cold Beer, Hardware
Groceries & Confectionery
2 litres Milk just $3.89 every day
Open 8:30 am - 11:00 pm Monday - Sunday
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NEWS FROM ST JAMES SCHOOL
to our school’s new Principal, Penny Childs
Sheppard, her appointment effective as of the beginning of
September. She succeeds Delores Clarke-Genge who served as
Principal here for two years but has now transferred to a school in
Corner Brook. Congratulations are also due to Bonnie Gilbert Wheeler
who assumes the position of Vice-Principal made vacant by Penny’s
promotion to Principal. The school will benefit from an administration
consisting entirely of local people, especially as they are also past
graduates of St James.
Enrolment remains quite comparable with last year, with 141
students registered in September. This number includes 14 registered
for Kindergarten, the largest such class here in several years. This is a
pleasing circumstance, as declining enrolments are a major problem
faced by many schools today, resulting in loss of teaching staff and
forcing reductions in the programs that can be offered to students.
Other teachers and their assignments for 2007-8 are:

TEKOIL and PTARMIGAN

C

Support Staff: Mr Jamie Park, Ms Lesley Sheppard, Ms Lisa Childs
School Secretary: Mrs Norma Pickett
Bus Drivers/Caretakers: Mr Ralph Park, Ms Judy Park
We welcome back those returning from last year, and also those new
on staff, wishing them and all the students a satisfying and enjoyable
school year with the opportunity to build on their past successes.

BOYD CHUBBS
ARTIST, MUSICIAN, AUTHOR

Visit sponsored by:
St James School and the Blow-Me-Down Public Library
OYD CHUBBS, artist, musician, author, and native of L’Anse au
Clair, Labrador, is well-known throughout the Province for his
work which includes poetry, drawings and illuminations and is to be
found in many public and private displays in various parts of
Newfoundland and Labrador. He is also an accomplished guitarist.
Boyd will be visiting Lark Harbour on Monday 22nd October
and will be doing two presentations in the school Lunch Room. The
first will be from 8:50 to 9:50 am and will be for Junior High students
only. The second performance will be at 9:50 am, for Senior High
students and the general public who are cordially invited to come and
enjoy an hour with Boyd. This second show is free-of-charge to the
general public, thanks to the School and our Public Library.

B

SHEPPARD’S GENERAL STORE
York Harbour - Phone 681-2060
A wide selection of VHS and DVD movies for rent
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PUBLIC MEETING WITH OFFICIALS OF

ONGRATULATIONS

Kgn & Music K-6
Ms Maria Bartlett, from maternity leave.
Grade 1
Ms Jodi Sheppard, new on staff
Gr 2/Criteria F
Ms Heather Oates
Gr 3/4
Ms Shirley Park
Gr 5/6
Ms Ruth Travers
Gr 7/8 & French
Ms Kelly Park
Gr 9 & HS Science
Mr Bruno Laliberte
Level I & Phys Ed
Mr Cecil Warren
Level II & HS Math
Ms Dorothy Perry
Level III & English
Ms Bonnie Wheeler
Criteria C
Ms Shelley Swift
Special Education
Ms Suzanne Gilbert
Guidance & Sp Ed
Mr Darryl Fost, new on staff
HS Teacher
Mr Dion Sheppard
HS Teacher
Ms Helen Himsl, new on staff
Student Intern with Gr 5/6 until 7th Dec, Ms Jessie Gilbert

Friday 5th October 2007

Thursday 20th September 2007
T A MEETING HELD IN LARK HARBOUR TOWN HALL, representatives
of TekOil (the company planning to drill a test well at Little Port)
and Ptarmigan (a Newfoundland consortium which owns the drilling
rights) assured a large crowd of interested residents that things will be
happening here very soon. Many of the required approvals and
environmental assessments are already in place.
Sometime in October a drilling rig will arrive from Saskatchewan,
transported on about fifteen large truckloads, and by about midNovember drilling should begin in Little Port. The companies have
targeted an area of sandstone underlying shale a few kilometres offshore
beneath the seabed; this formation is similar to others bearing oil in west
Texas and the Appalachian mountains of eastern USA. Initial plans call
for 30 to 45 days of test drilling; further development will be based on
the results obtained from this test well.
Some unskilled local labour will be needed, along with more
qualified applicants available locally. About 16 to 20 non-locals will
also need accommodations as close as possible to the site. Donna
Parsons, VP of Corporate Relations, who chaired the meeting, said
employees will be selected from a database already containing 300 to
400 resumés. Anyone interested should submit a resumé as soon as
possible. The company hopes to maximise local employment.
No one can be sure that there is oil out there, or that this consortium
will find it. Little Port presently seems to be the best location from
which to reach the target area. Exploration on the Port-au-Port
Peninsula has been somewhat disappointing, however. An actual
commercial well could cost 20 to 30 million dollars, and this money will
only be spent if test results are positive.
Questions were asked by residents who are concerned about the
increase in heavy road traffic to be incurred during both construction
and operation of the Little Port
project.
Due to the low
availability of suitable water
needed during the drilling
process, tanker trucks will be
transporting water from Corner
Brook. Concerns were raised
about safety on the roads within
our Town and others through
which the trucks will have to
pass. An example of a possible
problem area may be the corner
and bridge at Fairfax Brook,
where many people, especially
children going to and from
school, must walk daily without the safety of a sidewalk. Large
vehicles negotiating those corners and hills could present a major
danger to pedestrians and even to vehicles.
The test well at Little Port is to be named “Glori One”, after the wife
of TekOil president Mark Western. The company also intends to offer
scholarships to Level III high school students, two from the Bay of
Islands and two from Bay St George, and these will be known as “the
Emma Awards” after Mr Western’s daughter Emma. Details of these
awards will no doubt be announced soon, in time for present Level III
students to benefit by the end of the 2007-8 school year.
The oil consortium has also made an attractive offer to the Town of
Lark Harbour, to move and mount on display the Outlander boat
donated to the Town by the film crew that was here a year ago. This
will be an impressive display and has already attracted interest from
many tourists who have seen it in its present location at Little Port.

A

Groceries, Knitting Wool, Paint, Hardware, Fishing Supplies

Special Notice : GARBAGE COLLECTION
LARK HARBOUR are advised that in future the
Garbage Truck will leave York Harbour at 8:00 am and will
pick up on the RIGHT HAND SIDE of the road as it proceeds
towards Lark Harbour and on the other side as it returns to Corner
Brook. In recent weeks the pattern had been to collect on both sides on
the way out with no stops on the way back. This caused some confusion
to residents. Murphy Brothers have since assured Council that the prior
method of collection will be resumed in the future.

R

ESIDENTS OF

BYRNE’S STORE
Main Street, York Harbour - Phone 681-2040
FULL SERVICE GAS & DIESEL
Groceries, Confectionery & Beer, Hardware, Loto
A GREAT SELECTION OF LOCAL SOUVENIRS
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There is no charge for Personals and short Public Service Announcements.
“We’re not big but we’re small!”
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Terry Loder

FOR A

STRONG
VOICE
on OCTOBER 9th
RE-ELECT

EDDIE JOYCE

Bay of Islands
Terry Loder lives in Summerside, Bay of Islands, has a wife Vivian, two
daughters Stacy and Mallory, son-in-law Fred and grandson Wesley.
Terry has worked as an insurance adjuster for the past 32 years through
which he obtained his Chartered Insurance Professional Designation
through the Institute of Canada. Terry is an active part of his
community through a variety of different volunteer associations. He has
been President of the Bay of Islands PC association for the past 2 years
and was a member at large for one year prior. He is a layminister with
his church and is the secretary to the Parish Council and Men Service
Club. Terry has been a member of HIS Fire Department for the past 23
years and is the Interim Fire Chief at present with a Level Three
certification completed through the Oklahoma State University. He is
also a member of the newly developed Summerside Marina and is a past
member of the Templeton Collegiate School Council and Summerside
4-H Rockets. Terry has the experience and will to represent our district
with the Danny Williams Team.

LIBRARY NOTES

FOOD BANK NOTES

by
Susan Harvey

by
Susan Harvey

SUPER NEWF!
SMITH'S FIRST NOVEL The Seventh Day, recently added to the
Newfoundland Collection, was pretty much of a surprise. Mostly
his columns in the weekend Western Star are short humorous pieces,
usually set in Newfoundland and often focussing on some pet peeve.
You might take him for a somewhat cranky old codger, understandably
somewhat embittered by his confinement to a wheelchair. This novel
shows that his imagination can take him anywhere and empower him to
deal with some pretty strange situations.
The main character, David Edwards, comes from a small community
in Trinity Bay. An unlikely hero, he is a widower with a 14-year-old
daughter. The book begins with his going back to finish university —
begun years earlier in Newfoundland — at a mainland university based
pretty much on Mount Allison University in New Brunswick. You
might expect this to be a story of having to overcome humiliation and
being the butt of Newfie jokes. But it turns out that no one gets the
better of this Newfie. He might be James Bond in disguise. He can take
care of himself physically — on one occasion he fights off three
opponents. He is smart in handling people and in finding out about
undesirable activities on the campus, such as drug trading and enforced
prostitution. And, in spite of a somewhat intimidating presence, he is
a concerned parent and enjoys outdoor activities and social events; there
is even a romantic element.
Maybe the book is not totally realistic, but it is a relief from all those
Newfoundland books that are too realistic and also tend to be set solidly
in St. John’s. The settings are close to home and it is an enjoyable read.
Bravo, Ed Smith!
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Please note: The library is back on regular hours. Each weekday from
2:00 - 3:00 pm it will be open during school hours, which is a good time
for adults to use the computers or check out books. Also, the “No
games” policy will be continued for the Tuesday night opening from
6:30 to 9:00 pm.

THANKSGIVING FOOD DRIVE
HE NEED FOR FOOD ASSISTANCE remains fairly constant at about 140

T

families per month in the Bay of Islands, but there has been a
significant decrease in the number of repeat applications. Most
recipients have suffered some bad luck and need emergency assistance
to get back on their feet. All must submit to some screening, but if there
are children they may receive some priority. The times are hard for
some of us, and those of us who are luckier should be happy to “Share
our Blessings”.
Please do your part by sending non-perishable food items to the
school or bringing them to the church this week. Any items received by
Thanksgiving Day will be taken to Corner Brook on Tuesday. Also, on
Friday 5 October or Tuesday 9 October, food or cash donations may be
dropped off at the old Lawton’s drug store location in the Valley Mall,
right across from the new Dollarama.

Card of Thanks and Appreciation
from the Family of the late

Gerald Clyde Sheppard
THE FAMILY OF THE LATE GERALD CLYDE SHEPPARD would like to thank
all those who helped in our time of sorrow.
A special thanks to Rev Nellie Thomas for helping us through the
difficult time, and also for the beautiful church service. Thank you also
to Kerry Wells, Kevin Barnes, and Rev Nellie for the music, to those
who read at the service, to the Pall Bearers, and to St Ambrose ACW
who served a beautiful lunch after the service.
A sincere thank-you to Fillatre’s Funeral Home, and special thanks
to the Palliative Care Unit at Western Memorial Regional Hospital for
all their acts of kindness. To those who visited, called, or sent food,
cards and donations, your kindness and thoughtfulness will always be
remembered with sincere appreciation.
From Marina and the Sheppard Family
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paid only the cost of the contents, then really the drink would cost no
more than it does now. And if they carelessly threw the container away,
then what a bonanza for the kids with a bit of initiative! Maybe a
similar extra charge on paper and styrofoam cups from Tim Horton’s,
KFC, Mary Brown’s, etc, would encourage the use of reusable mugs
which are more pleasant to drink from anyway than the “disposable”
plastic and paper ones.
One day I was cycling along a bike trail beside the Lachine Canal in
Montreal. Just ahead of me was a fellow on a bike, drinking from a pop
bottle. He finished his drink and tossed it on the grass beside the trail.
I called to him and asked him to pick it up and dispose of it properly,
and to my surprise he stopped, recovered his bottle, carried it along to
a garbage can and dropped it in. I thanked him for his care and we both
rode on. Of course, we don’t often see such things actually happening,
but when we do, perhaps we should draw the culprit’s attention to it.

German tourists from the MV Deutschland enjoy the sunshine after refreshments at
St James Church while they wait for another bus to replace theirs which had problems
with its brakes. People such as these from relatively crowded places like Europe take
the trouble to come to Newfoundland to see nature in its pristine beauty, and if we allow
that beauty to be spoiled, they will stay away.

HOUSANDS OF TOURISTS VISIT OUR TOWNS EVERY YEAR.

They arrive
in Corner Brook on the cruise ships, or in motor coaches or their
own cars and campers; some stay in Blow-me-down Park, others at a
B&B, and others make just a day visit, or stay with friends or family,
and perhaps take some meals and refreshments at the restaurants. Many
also visit the local stores and spend money there. This year alone the
ACW ladies have provided lunches for many hundreds of tourists, and
local people have been able to sell some of their hand-made crafts,
knitted and embroidered goods, paintings, photographs, preserves, etc.
These visitors add a considerable amount of money to the economy of
the Bay of Islands, and our communities benefit from it.
I have had the pleasure of meeting some of these visitors, acting as
tour guide for several coach loads who came down the Bay or went to
Gros Morne Park. These people ask questions about the fishery, the
landscape, the trees and plants, the local history, what wild animals can
be seen, what the climate is like, what we can grow in our gardens, and
even things like if people build their own houses. And always I hear
comments like: What beautiful scenery you have here! What wonderful
views you see every day! You must never tire of seeing it all! And
when they sample the home-made food provided by the ACW ladies, I
hear remarks like: So much better than we get on the ship! I have also
been asked about property values by people who are thinking about
buying a place here. One couple recently inquired where they could
stay while they looked around for a house to buy. But perhaps the most
pleasing of comments I hear from them is: Everybody is so friendly
here! I feel so welcome! It’s a very satisfying experience to meet and
talk with these visitors when they have such positive comments.
Then there was the day a week or two ago when I was with a coach
tour and we stopped at the parking lot above Bottle Cove. I was quite
ashamed of the fact that at the far end of the parking lot someone had
left a litter of empty drink containers, soggy beer cases, some broken
bottles and discarded food wrappers. Another tour guide was also
present with a second busload, and she remarked to me that our town
should get such mess cleaned up. I replied that the town already did that
in spring, at a cost of several hundred dollars, and that volunteers had
also spent time on clean-ups.
It’s perfectly true that we have some of the most beautiful natural
country surrounding our homes and right within the bounds of our
communities. Most of us know how to take care of it and maintain its
beauty for the enjoyment of all who have the opportunity to see it. But
then we have a small group who seem to have no pride in their town,
and when they have finished with a bottle or a wrapper they simply toss
it away. I wonder why? Even animals don’t soil their own homes
unless, like some of the sad creatures such as pigs and chickens that we
raise for food, they are enclosed and have no alternative. Why can’t
people help to improve our amenities and take their garbage back with
them, instead of leaving it scattered around? If they were able to bring
it with them, they should certainly be able to take the empty containers
back when they go home.
Perhaps, though, there is only one solution to this problem. Perhaps
our government needs to introduce a more significant and meaningful
deposit on wrappers and containers. If, instead of the 5 cents or 10
cents deposit we have now, all drink cans and bottles required a deposit
of, say, a dollar, surely our countryside would very quickly get cleaned
up, and then it would stay clean. Sure, it would double the initial cost
of most drink purchases, but when people realised that they could return
each container, and in effect exchange it for a full one on which they
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The Belleville, Ontario group with their organiser, Bev Hanna-Jones, in the centre. They
are perhaps the most appreciative crowd of tourists to visit this summer, and they spent
all day here. Many of them would have liked to stay even longer, but they had
reservations made for them in other parts of the Island after leaving here,

I suppose it’s naïve to think that what I have written here will have
more than a marginal effect, because those responsible for the garbage
around our communities are probably incapable of reading anyway, and
besides, the people who will read this are not the litter villains either.
However, most intelligent individuals have a natural compulsion to try
to improve things. So we have to keep on trying, no matter how
frustrating it may be.

Taking pictures is a major attraction for all visitors. These three ladies came from
various parts of the USA and were passengers aboard the Norwegian Dawn. Here
they take photographs at one of the look-offs in Gros Morne Park.

Soon the snow will be flying, and the new litter will be covered with
a pristine white blanket until the spring thaw, when we can once more
look forward to a crop of cans, bottles, plastic bags, wrappers, paper and
styrofoam cups, and all the other beautiful evidence of our disposable
consumer society. Hooray for Dixie Cups!
And let us keep in mind why the tourists come here: mostly it is to
see the kind of glories and wonders of nature which have become
besmirched or even destroyed where they live. Will they want to come
if we allow our environment to be spoiled as it often is where they live?
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