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“Not with a bang but a whimper” - T S Eliot, 1888-1965
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HE = Holy Eucharist; MP = Morning Prayer; EP = Evening Prayer

U RIN G TH E PAST SEVERAL M O N TH S we have been hearing much
more discussion in the media of the phenomenon of global
warming. Part of this debate has centred on whether the burning of
fossil fuels, the destruction of forested regions and the drainage of
wetlands is responsible, or whether it results from natural causes such
as cyclical solar activity and tectonic and seismic changes that cause
climatic modification. Unfortunately this argument cannot be resolved
until we have a much greater understanding of how our planet functions,
and by that time, sadly, it may be too late.
However evidence is accumulating rather alarmingly that we are
indeed the culprits. The Inuit of northern Canada have reported seeing
their lakes and rivers thawing earlier and freezing later than anyone can
remember; places where not long ago the permafrost was just that —
areas where the frost was permanent — are beginning to thaw in
summer; migration patterns of animals such as caribou and polar bear
and many species of birds are changing; insects previously not known
in the Arctic are being seen in increasing numbers. Scientists are
recording such facts as: the highest temperatures recorded in the world
since statistics have been kept, have nearly all occurred in the last
twenty years; rainfall patterns are changing such that the prairies may
become a permanent dustbowl by the end of this century; storms are
becoming more frequent and violent than ever; pests like the pine beetle
are ravaging the forests as they migrate eastwards from western Canada
with increasing speed, and winters have not been cold enough for long
enough in recent years to effect the normal winter kill; and even ocean
currents are varying from their customary routes, affecting the survival
of fish stocks.
A generation or two ago we were fearful of the proliferation of
atomic weapons, and concerned people joined in antinuclear
demonstrations: we were afraid that someone would irresponsibly or
mistakenly press the wrong button and the world would be destroyed in
a nuclear holocaust. It was a valid fear then, and still is. But it is far
less likely that we shall poison our environment with nuclear radiation
than that we shall destroy it with global warming and industrial pollution
as we continue to ignore or rationalise ourselves out of our
responsibility to curb global warming.
Perhaps it is already too late. W e do not know. But we must act for
survival anyway. If not, the end of our civilisation may well occur in
the lifetimes of today’s children. And it will not be a dramatic death,
but a long, slow, painful one as our life support systems gradually
diminish and deteriorate, until those few surviving are left with the
scenario suggested by T S Eliot in his poem The Hollow Men:
This is the way the world ends
This is the way the world ends
This is the way the world ends
Not with a bang but a whimper.
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and by the time you read this, school will
have reopened for the year 2007-2008. It’s always a shock how fast
time passes! It seems scarcely no time at all since the end of July when
I was working on the last B LO W ·M E ·D OW NER .
There hasn’t been too much to report on over the summer, except
for a few more political shenanigans and the usual natural disasters,
violence and tragedies in various parts of the world. At home we’ve
had several weddings and anniversaries, and we wish more years of
happiness to all of them.
As I write this, vacation time is now past for most people and, it
seems, so is most of the sunny weather. It’s almost time to return to
serious work and planning for the coming winter season. You’ll notice
the Community Calendar is rather sparse, so please send in dates of
events you know of for the next few months.
W e expect to be away for Christmas and New Year, and possibly for
January and much of February. Therefore there will be issues of the
B LO W ·M E ·D OW NER for October, November and December 2007, but
not for January, nor perhaps for February 2008.
If anyone is interested in writing an article on pretty well any topic
for publication here, please call me.
Meanwhile, don’t forget the election on 9 th October. And best
wishes to everyone for the start of the new season.

S

U M M ER IS ALM O ST OVER ,
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application to Mr Park advising him of the requirements of Council.
This and Travers property issue are both to be followed up.

LARK HARBOUR

13. COLLECTIONS UPDATE. A request concerning tax arrears
was reviewed and decision deferred until the deadline of 30 th July to
see if additional monies come forward.

REPORT OF REGULAR COUNCIL M EETING
TUESDAY 24 th JULY 2007

14. COMPLAINTS/CONCERNS (1) Concern of ATV usage on lane
to old Sloan property and infringement on nearby private property
was discussed and Clerk directed to locate all pertinent material
related to the obtaining of Sloan property and the granting of it to the
Trail Committee. This will be reviewed by Council prior to a
response being given to the complainants. (2) Request of John &
Sharon Parsons for relocation of streetlight to another pole on Bottle
Cove Road: Clerk directed to check with NLP on cost of relocation
in time for next meeting of Council. (3) Concern regarding the water
line for SAR Station was directed to file. (4) Garbage box at rear of
Town Hall has been cleaned up by student Darryl Joyce. Regarding
work done on grounds: persons must wear proper protection in the
form of safety boots and glasses while working. (5) Requests to use
PA system during Hall rental: approval given to requests of both
parties. Jamie Park and George Sheppard to be asked to oversee the
usage. (6) Prices for more town pins and dog tags will be obtained
before orders are placed. (7) Directional and parking signage for the
Town Hall parking lot was discussed. This may be a fire safety issue
as access around the building is sometimes obstructed when the
parking lot is full. Council agreed that it warranted further
investigation. (8) A complaint/concern by Gerald Youden, regarding
a vehicle left on his property by the past tenants, was discussed.
Clerk was directed to send the owners a letter copied to Government
Services and to follow up in the allotted time.

Present: Mayor, Paul Keetch; Councillors Stuart Harvey and Carol Rice;
Recording Clerk, Debra Park.
Absent: Deputy Mayor, Mabel Sheppard; Councillor Paul Pennell; Clerk,
Louise Darrigan.
Meeting commenced at 7:20 pm. Minutes of 19 th & 26 th June and 17 th
July adopted as circulated.
1. AMALGAM ATION discussed. Mayor will confer with Mayor
Sheppard of York Harbour prior to next meeting.
2. TEKOIL UPDATE. Mayor reported progress as planned and that he
had recently witnessed signatures regarding the land issue.
3. OUTLANDER BOAT. Discussed in detail a recent conversation with
builder in regard to a possible claim they may have but it was commented
that as we have legal documents on file there is no need for concern.
Mayor stated that he will contact the park again and that prior to next
meeting we should probably commence with the move.
4. W ELL & W ATER LINE. Clerk directed to contact NLHC and
inquire on the location of the well that services the rental property beside
the Town Hall. The possible cause of the water shortage was discussed
and the possibility of a leaking hose was considered as it is fairly old.
Clerk was directed to contact ZR Enterprises and ask for a quote on the
cost of replacement of the hose from the well to the building and
including a new holding tank strong enough to withstand the weight of the
soil when covered. Council noted that this quote should take into
consideration that work on the well had been done recently and M r
Sheppard of ZR Enterprises had stated verbally that he would consider a
credit.
5. HIGHW AY PROBLEMS. Signage and guard rails: Dept of W orks
will do nothing at this time: item noted and directed to file. Drainage
problems: Clerk stated that she had spoken with Mr Terry O’Brien on 24 th
July and he reported that he was awaiting the return from vacation of
Barry Ellsworth to investigate visually and report back.
6. PLAYGROUND. Clerk had been speaking with M r Jamie Park who
said that he could not volunteer to supervise repairs until he had other
volunteers to help with the work. Mayor Paul stated that he would offer
his services but not in a supervisory position and he is available pretty
much anytime except for 24 th August. At this point Clerk brought
forward a suggestion to try for availability of funds from Dept of Tourism
to make repairs and Council decided that such project funding could
certainly be applied for and used to upgrade/repair the existing
playground equipment and perhaps purchase new. It was agreed and also
suggested that perhaps M r Park could investigate further the repair and
upgrading of the playground.
7. HERITAGE FOUNDATION. Councillor Stuart reported on his
recent conversation with Ms Faye Sheppard and that she seemed to be
more comfortable with the idea. He then provided council with a book
entitled “Municipal Designation and the Historic Places Initiative” which
was put out by the Heritage Foundation of NL.
8. HAW CO LAND. Another meeting for a second lottery draw was set
for 28 th August. Decision was made to commence the second road and
ZR Enterprises was to be asked to provide quote. Regarding NL Power:
poles are in place. Re auditor’s suggestion on the GST/HST, Council will
advise those successful in the draw that the quoted price did not include
GST and HST, and to state the outstanding balance.
9. “NO D UM PING” BY-LAW was discussed and clerk directed to do
further research by contacting the Towns of Pasadena and Humber Arm
South to inquire if they have an anti-litter by-law in place.
10. FINANCIAL REPORT reviewed and approved as presented.
Accounts payable in the amount of $15,088.55 also approved.
11. W RITE-OFF REQUESTS in the amount of $325.54 were reviewed.
These may be approved subject to the forwarding of letters advising
persons that they are responsible to inform Council of any change of
address for receipt of mail: in future, write-offs due to claiming nonreceipt of tax invoices will not be approved.
12. BUILDING PERMITS. Four approved as presented. The placement
of cabins on Darryll C Park’s property was reviewed and the Clerk
instructed to send the form letter along with the Government Services

15. A PROPOSAL TO PAINT BUS SHELTERS discussed and as
Council does not own them or the property on which they are located,
they cannot be responsible for them. Clerk was directed to respond.
16. DONATION TO W AR M EMORIAL of $50.00 made by Mr &
Mrs R Brinston was noted and directed to file.
17. SEPTIC SYSTEM APPROVALS by Govt Services noted.
18. MUNICIPAL ASSESSM ENT: Shirley Park is appointed as
Appeals Commissioner.
19. LONG SERVICE AW ARDS. Alice Sheppard, former
Councillor, and Mabel Sheppard, former Councillor, Mayor, and
Deputy Mayor are both eligible. Clerk directed to complete
nomination forms and forward them to Dept of Municipal Affairs.
20. MUNICIPALITIES NEW FOUNDLAND & LABRADOR (new
name of Newfoundland & Labrador Federation of Municipalities).
Correspondence regarding honorary membership nominees for 2007
was discussed and all agreed to endorse the two nominees: Herbert
Brett and Sterling Thomas. Mayor Paul signed the forms and Clerk
was directed to forward it to MNL office by deadline date of 31 st
August.
The meeting adjourned at 11.25 pm.

TOWN OF

LARK HARBOUR
REPORT OF REGULAR COUNCIL M EETING
TUESDAY 2nd AUGUST 2007
Present: Mayor, Paul Keetch; Deputy Mayor, Mabel Sheppard;
Councillors Carol Rice & Stuart Harvey; Clerk, Louise Darrigan.
Not present: Clerk Debra Park.
1. Minutes of previous regular meeting and also of the Joint Meeting
with York Harbour and Fire Department were reviewed and adopted
with minor corrections.
2. OUTLANDER BOAT. Response still awaited from Dept of
Tourism. Moving the boat to a new location will be discussed at the
next meeting whether a response has been received or not.
3. W ELL & W ATERLINE - No response yet received from NLHC
regarding queries made after last meeting. Also another letter to be
sent to ZR Enterprises regarding concerns and quotes relating to the
well will be reviewed by Mayor Keetch before it is sent.
4. PLAYGROUND update - No response to date from Jamie Park.
Application to Dept of Tourism for funding will be made.
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5. HERITAGE ADVISORY COMMITTEE. Council decided to form
such a Committee and will invite interested residents to become members.
6. W ORKS & SERVICES. A reply was received on the request
submitted after the last meeting, and the necessary work will be
completed during their summer maintenance.
7. HAW CO LAND BUILDING LOTS. An additional cost of $1,500.00
over the cost of the first road was approved for construction of the second
road provided the brush is all cut as necessary.
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7. Councillor Lottie Childs’s name will be submitted for the
Municipal Affairs Long Service Award. She has served on Council
for 15 years.
8. Council discussed at length the vandalism that has been occurring
to Council property. Recently the fence was destroyed and burned in
the rink, a new sign was vandalised, and people are breaking beer
bottles in the rink and the playground. Council is now offering a $50
reward for information that leads to the apprehension of the persons
responsible for the vandalism.

8. “NO DUMPING” BY-LAW . Further consultation with other councils
will be done and reported at a later Council meeting.
9. Council reviewed a request concerning tax arrears of certain property
owners and it was agreed to write off interest charges of $978.45 since the
$2,000.00 of arrears which incurred the interest has now been paid in full.
The owners in question were advised to keep their account up to date in
future as such write-offs are not automatic and are unlikely to be
approved a second time.
10. (1) Two complaints relating to ATV trails will be forwarded to the
AT V Committee with a request to them to alleviate the problems. (2)
Street lighting Request (Bottle Cove) - A response will be sent to the
concerned residents stating that Council is unable to accommodate the
request due to budget restraints and the standard lighting ratio. The
residents of course have an option to provide further lighting at their own
expense near their entrance.
11. 100 new dog tags will be purchased from W indco at a cost of $93.42.
No quote has yet been received on town lapel pins.
12. HST REFUNDS. A report on the town’s HST account was prepared
by Commodity Tax Consultants, stating that the amount recoverable is
very low. Copies of the report will be available to Council.
13. FINANCIAL REPORT. Accounts payable of $5,885.00 approved.
14. BUILDING PERM ITS. Four permits were approved as presented.
There was also discussion of the procedures used and the need for
change. A subcommittee of Council will meet to consider possible
changes in the regulations and to report back to Council later.
15. COMPLAINTS/CONCERNS. (1) A complaint about a child being
bitten by a dog was discussed and it was agreed that this was in fact a
police matter. The resident concerned will be so advised. (2) New tables
under consideration for purchase for the Town Hall were deemed not
suitable. The present photocopier also will continue to be used as long
as possible. (3) Persons who rented the Town Hall and did not clean it
as agreed returned to complete their undertaking and their deposit was
returned to them.

TOWN OF

YORK HARBOUR
Report of Regular Council Meeting, 14 th August 2007
1. Clerk contacted Municipal Affairs concerning the Snook’s Lane
Extension. A Capital Investment Plan must be submitted before
proceeding.
2. Councillor Aden Park received a negative response concerning the
funding for the Festival. (See item 2 of previous meeting.)
3. Council reviewed and approved three applications for Crown Land.
4. There have been numerous problems with the present garbage bin
at the Town Hall. The lid has been blown off, crows are tearing apart
the garbage, and people are throwing everything into the bin. To
remedy the situation Council is purchasing an 8 x 8 shed from Notre
Dame Castle Building Centre, and a lock will be installed on the shed.
5. Councillor Lottie Childs updated Council on the preparations for
the Festival. See flyer for a complete list of activities.
6. Clerk is to apply for funding through a Capital W orks Grant to
convert the rink into a fenced basketball court. The possibility was
also discussed of removing the street light in the playground to
discourage underage drinking and vandalism. No decision has yet
been made.
7. Clerk is to prepare and send out a tender for snow clearing.

16. GOVERNMENT SERVICES. Two septic system plans were
approved by the Dept and are now on file. A further request for a private
road on Crown Land was not approved at this time. Council requires
further details of the proposal since it affects other private property in the
vicinity. It was also felt that some protection was necessary in case
Council should need such a road there in the future.
17. A Nomination Day for nominations to fill vacant Council seat(s) is
to be set up shortly.

Card of Thanks and Appreciation
from the
Family of the late Rendell Sheppard

The Meeting adjourned at 10:30 pm.

TOWN OF

YORK HARBOUR
Report of Regular Council Meeting, 17 th July 2007
1. Mayor Murray Sheppard informed Council that there was no news on
the Snook’s Lane Extension. Clerk will contact Municipal Affairs to
ascertain the steps involved in proceeding.
2. Councillor Aden Park applied for funding from the Heritage
Foundation for the Festival on behalf of the Fire Department. No
response has been received as of this date.
3. Council was updated on events relating to the Candlelight Bay Inn and
Poole Althouse, lawyers. Council granted the permit for construction at
the last meeting and Poole Althouse appealed the decision. Since York
Harbour has no town municipal plan, the decision could not be appealed.
4. Council requested a quote from ZR Enterprises for removal of the rink.
Nothing received to this date.
5. Council received a quote of $1,322.40 for the installation of a new oil
tank. Clerk will find out when this needs to be installed.

would like to express
sincere thanks and appreciatioon to all those who helped in our
time of sorrow.
Thanks to all who called, visited, or sent food, cards, and
donations.
Special thanks to Dr Coleman, Gertie and “the girls at the office”
for the years of wonderful care given to Rendell.
Thank you to Rev Nellie Thomas for the lovely service and
beautiful music; thank you to the organist Sharon Parsons, the soloist
Sherry Sheppard, and special thanks to Lorraine H umber for her
touching tribute to Rendell.
A sincere thank-you to the pallbearers and many friends and
relatives who travelled to be with us.
Thank you to the prayer group who prepared and served the
beautiful tea service following the funeral, and to Fillatre’s Funeral
Home for their compassion and professionalism.
Although we cannot thank everyone individually, please be
assured that your kindness, generosity and thoughtfulness did not go

T

H E FAM ILY O F THE LATE R EN D ELL S HEPPARD

unnoticed and will always be remembered.

6. DOT will provide fill for roads at Number Four & Coppermine Brook.
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REPORT OF QUARTERLY M EETING W ITH COUNCILS

SHEPPARD’S GENERAL STORE

M eeting held at Lark Harbour Town Hall at 7:00 pm on Tuesday
7 th August 2007 with invited guest, Bay of Islands MHA Eddie Joyce.
Present also were from Lark Harbour: M ayor Paul Keetch, Councillor
Stuart Harvey, Recording Secretary Debra Park; from York Harbour:
Councillor Lottie Childs (also representing the Firettes) and Councillor
Ian Childs; from the Fire Department: Fire Chief Brian Cook, Members
Michael Delley & Jamie Taylor. Items discussed were:

York Harbour - Phone 681-2060

1. HOUSE NUMBERS AND 911 SERVICE. Progress is being made
in both towns with residents checking their assigned house numbers.
The need cannot be overemphasised for each property to be identified
with its correct house number as used on the taxation assessment
notices. Emergency services such as police and ambulance cannot be
expected to know who lives where in our towns, but with the correct
numbers on houses they will be able to find the location of the
emergency with the least possible delay. Please check your number
with your Town Office if you do not know it, and then ensure that it
is displayed visibly from the road.
2. Present INSURANCE COVERAGE for our Volunteer Fire Fighters
is satisfactory in the opinion of the Fire Chief.
3. DEFIBRILLATOR. This is a device used in cases of heart failure to
provide an electric shock to restore normal heart function. The
devices are quite expensive, but can save lives if available for prompt
use. They are becoming standard equipment with Fire Services across
Canada, but training is required for their use. Some members of our
FD are currently certified for this. Our FD possesses a defibrillator
donated by a town in Ontario through Fire Chief Brian Cook, but this
machine is not compatible with those used in our hospitals and
ambulances, and such compatibility makes the machine much more
useful and effective in saving lives. For this reason it was felt that a
new defibrillator would be a valuable addition to our equipment. M r
Joyce then stated that government will not provide the funding for this
item as Fire Departments are not considered to be “first respondents”
in an emergency. This may be true in larger towns where there are
ambulance services readily available, but an ambulance may require
an hour or more to respond here. Those at the meeting felt strongly
that the FD is usually the first respondent in relatively isolated
locations like ours, and therefore a new defibrillator would be fully
justified. Further sources of funding such as the insurance company
and drugstores will therefore be explored. Mr Joyce also suggested
asking the Fire Commissioner’s Office to inspect existing equipment.
4. FIRE HALL EXTEN SION. Funding for this may be available for
this construction project. Possible sources will be investigated for this
purpose, including HRDC and Dept of Municipal Affairs.
5. CPR TRAINING will be made available for FD Members on 29 th &
30 th September. The cost of $45 per trainee will be covered.
6. FD SUPPORT VAN is in need of a new radiator, and also the vehicle
is unstable on the road. The possibility was raised of obtaining a used
ambulance as a replacement.
7. BUILDING INSPECTIONS. The Fire Chief reported having
received a letter instructing him to perform a safety inspection of a
new commercial building. It was considered by the meeting that such
inspections should be conducted by Govt Services because many
hours of work are involved and there are also serious technical and
legal implications for the person performing the inspections. A
volunteer firefighter would not be covered for such work.
8. OTHER ITEM S. Some of the needed highway maintenance will be
done this year. Roadside bush clearing is also badly needed, and
some improvement is required on the wire cages in rockfall areas. M r
Joyce offered to check into these matters.

A wide selection of VHS and DVD movies for rent
Groceries, Knitting Wool, Paint, Hardware, Fishing Supplies

TEKOIL UPDATE
during which the
company was involved in making arrangements with the owners
of the land on which they want to begin their work, it seems that all
arrangements are going ahead much as planned.
Test drilling is planned to begin about November, and a hole will
be drilled at Little Port at a sloping angle, leading under the sea.
Then, if results are as hoped from this test hole, in 2008 TekOil plans
to conduct seismic tests in the area, and in 2009 they intend to drill a
further test well a short distance offshore from Little Port. Geological
study indicates that this area may be a continuation of the same oiland gas-bearing structures that the Company has been working further
south in the USA, but of course no amount of theorising can establish
proof, and the the ultimate test is to actually find oil or gas.
W hile there is no absolute certainty that the drilling will pay off
with the discovery of sufficiently large deposits to justify commercial
exploitation, there will still be benefits to our local area in the form
of some jobs, and also spin-off benefits to local businesses which will
have opportunities to provide many of the supplies and materials
needed for the project. And wih a little good fortune the exploratory
work may show viable deposits which could then result in long-term
development in the area.
M any
peo p le
have
expressed some reservations
about the effects of this work
on our peaceful and scenic
town.
However we are
assured by the Company that
all possible care will be taken
to avoid any such disruption.
T he Company has a
reputation of good cooperation with the local
people and area interests in
other places where they
operate, so we can only say
that at this time prospects
look good and there may be benefits to all concerned over the next
few years.
On the other hand, ahould test results show nothing of sufficient
commercial value, then economic benefits will almost certainly be
minimal and short term, and this may be no more than a temporary
bubble in our Bay of Islands economy. Only time will tell.

A

FTER A PERIO D O F APPARENT IN ACTIVITY

CHILDS’S CONVENIENCE STORE
YORK HARBOUR - Telephone 681-2201
GROCERIES

CONFECTIONERY

GASOLINE

A wide selection of current movies for all tastes and ages available
VHS and DVD formats
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POEMS FROM ST JAMES SCHOOL
Here are the rest of our students’ poems that were entered for the
poetry competition held by the School in May. Although these are
the last to be published in the B LO W •M E •D OW NER , they are not the
least. In fact, we have been very impressed with the quality of work
and the skill and imagination demonstrated by all of them.
Thanks to all these young poets.

DOLPHINS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . by Shania, gr 5
W et, cute.
I love dolphins.
They are sweet and adorable.
I am obsessed with dolphins.
I love their tricks.
I love it when they jump up out of the water.
It looks cool.
They are so sweet.
Blue, Gray, W hite
Also great swimmers.
W et, cute, I love dolphins.

CRAB. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . by Cole Sheppard, gr 7
Dull orange, so salty, but good.
Get up six o’clock am.
The morning is cold,
but we have to go checking pots.
Come home and do it until the season is over.

CRAB. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . by Tyler Travers, gr 7
I’m a crab
I live under the sea
I crawl around looking for food
By the end of the day
I find a piece of squid
and I crawl away.
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THE HOCKEY LIFE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . M organ W heeler, gr 8
The hockey equipment sits sadly in tears as it waits for the hockey
players to throw it on.
The ice is waiting to break some bones.
The skates are waiting to hit the ice.
The arena is shaking across Canada when they drop the puck
The puck echoes when it hits the goalie.
So that's the life of hockey.

IT W AS ALM OST SILENT. . . . . . . . . Chantel Sheppard, gr 8
You walked ten miles in your blistered feet,
as sore as your knee joints and shoulders held down by the rhythm
and beat.
W alking with your headphones in your ears
and eyes sore with tiring tears.
W alking the road during the night,
all dark no light.
Trying to keep your pace,
take your time this ain’t a race.
Standing on the side of the street,
and tapping the rhythm with your blistered feet.
You stopped and thought “W hy is this happening to me? W hy?”
All of a sudden everything stopped, it was almost silent.
Then you dropped.

M Y LIFE.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . by Robyn Sheppard, gr 7

Nights are cold
the days are bold
and there’s never much to do
So, I go outdoors
spend my money at stores
then I leave to walk home again
By the time I get home
I pick up the phone
and call up my three best friends
I chat for an hour
by then I’m sorta sour
and I'm ready to go out again

THE M ONSTER. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . by Tyler M cRoberts, gr 8
I once saw a monster under my bed,
At night, he would drive me out of my head.
W hen he wants to scare,
He pretends he’s a bear.
I really wish that I could make him dead.

SPRING.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . by M allory M acDonald, gr 8

Spring is a wonderful time of the year.
Pretty flowers start blooming beneath us from the ground.
The weather begins to warm up quickly.
All of the old winter’s snow starts to slowly melt away.
No more snow suits and winter boots!
New, fresh, green, grass is growing on everyone’s lawns.
Birds come back and start chirping happily, aloud.
Days become longer than what they were in the winter.
Beautiful sun shining days causes everyone to feel great.
School will soon be coming to an end.
Students are starting to become more happy.
Children are playing outside and having lots of fun with their friends.
After a long season of winter, everyone is happy that spring is finally
here.
Spring is a wonderful time of the year.
Don't you think so too?

But it’s quarter to ten
I have homework again
and a test to study for tonight
So I open my books
From the way it looks
I’ll be sleepin’ in again tomorrow morning

SPRING.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . by W hitney Sheppard, gr 8

Like new life it’s here again
Sun always shining bright,
The weather turning back to warm temperatures,
Dancing in the rain
Flowers blooming
The stars finally worth lying in the freshly grown grass and looking
at it for hours
The smell of fresh air,
Cool breeze blowing lightly through my dress,
W hile I'm sitting on the grass,
My hair glistening and the sun
Beaming off the ice cubes in my lemonade.
The sound of sweet baby birds, chirping is like music to my ears
And the joy of the festivals and fairs is exciting
but an anticipating wait
Finally spring is here again!

The B L O W •M E •D OW NER

LIBRARY NOTES
by
Susan Harvey

N EW R O TATIN G CO LLECTIO N arrived soon after the last
B LO W ·M E ·D OW NER came out in July. Most of our more
enthusiastic readers will already have checked it out. If you have any
interest in any of the following crafts, there are nicely illustrated
books available: cake decorating; quilting; embroidery; headpieces
and veils for brides; bathroom remodelling. There are biographies of
Tom Brokaw and of hockey player Marcel Dionne. Of course, the
usual romantic authors. And, if you like action and maybe a touch of
the supernatural, try Sacred Stone by Clive Cussler, which involves
an ancient meteorite with strange powers and a terrorist group who
want to control it. Or Anne Rice’s Blackwood Farm, part of the
Vampire Chronicles series. Gerald Hammond’s A Shocking Affair
and Grail for Sale are mysteries set in Scotland, with lots of
interesting characters and complicated plots.
The Library has also received six new books for the
Newfoundland Collection. The Seventh Day is a novel (!) By Ed
Smith, whose humorous columns have appeared in the W estern Star
for years. Robert Parsons has given us Survivors and Lost Heroes
and Mighty Ocean Deep, more exciting tales from Newfoundland’s
past. Brown Trout Rainbow Trout is a book for fishing enthusiasts by
Donald Hastings. Jack Fitzgerald has produced another book of
humour, Legacy of Laughter. Grand Bank Soldier is a collection of
rather graphic letters written to his family at home by a young
Newfoundland soldier, Curtis Forsey, during the 19 months he served
in the army in W W 1. Apparently he lived to be 93.
Come in and take a look — there’s lots of choice.

SHEPPARD’S CLOVER FARM STORE
CHECK OUR PRICES !
Gasoline - Groceries - Hardware - Lotto - Beer & Liquor
-

Tel 681-2160

LARK HARBOUR-YORK HARBOUR
HEALTH COMMITTEE
H E C O M M ITTE W ILL BE STARTIN G W O RK AGAIN in September, but
currently there are only four active members: Joy Sheppard,
Marie Park, Marilyn Park, and Roxane Youden. They are hoping to
begin new fundraising this month, and new members and more
volunteer helpers are urgently needed, as well as donations of prizes
for the Bingos. A Bingo is to be announced later this month.
There is a very grave need in our towns for the kind of help the
Committe has provided in the past year or two. When a family
member is suddenly taken sick or has a major accident and has to be
transported to St John’s or other distant places for medical treatment,
this can become an enormous drain on a family’s resources, having to
pay for travel and accommodation often for several weeks.
Since January 2007 the Committee has made 25 donations
totalling about $7,000, and there is $2,720 still in the fund. A recent
collection for Nathan Sheppard raised over $900, a contribution
greatly appreciated by his family.
The LH-YH Health Committee is now a charity registered with
the Canada Revenue Agency, so that it can issue official tax receipts.
See the article in the opposite column for a suggestion about how you
can legally increase the benefit of your donation to the charity of your
choice at no extra cost to yourself.
Meanwhile, let us offer thanks and encouragement to the ladies of
the LH-YH Health Committee who give their time to help those who
need help. It’s a wonderful act of neighbourliness.

T

BYRNE’S STORE
Main Street, York Harbour - Phone 681-2040
FULL SERVICE GAS & DIESEL
Bakery, Groceries, Confectionery & Beer, Hardware, Loto
A GREAT SELECTION OF LOCAL SOUVENIRS
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HOW CHARITABLE RECEIPTS CAN BE USED TO HELP
BOTH DONOR AND RECIPIENT AT TAX TIM E
by Susan & Stuart Harvey
as most of us do, you will know
how much a few charitable receipts can help. If you donate more
than $200.00 per year to registered charities for which you have
receipts, when you submit your tax return your income taxes will be
reduced by about 47% (total of Federal and Provincial income taxes)
of the amount that your donations exceed the $200. The government
is then paying alm ost half of what you donate!
In order to receive this tax deduction you must have receipts to
prove how much you gave. These receipts can only be issued by a
registered charity with a charitable number issued by the Canada
Revenue Agency. Among registered charities are most of the wellknown national and international organisations which raise funds for
various causes (such as Canadian Cancer Society, W orld Vision
Canada, Canadian Save the Children Fund, Canadian Red Cross,
Oxfam Canada, Canadian Liver Foundation, SPCA, and many
others). In our communities valid official receipts can be issued by
St James Church, the Bay of Islands Food Bank Network, and the
Lark Harbour-York Harbour Health Committee. Either St James
Church or the Health Committee can accept donations earmarked for
a specific recipient and can issue a receipt. Of course the donation is
then passed in its entirety to the specified recipient.
Contributions made directly to a specific recipient (such as young
Nathan Sheppard) cannot be claimed as a tax deduction, as such
persons cannot issue a valid official tax receipt. But giving financial
help to community residents hit by large unexpected and unavoidable
expenses (for example having to travel to and perhaps find lodging in
St John’s, Halifax, or elsewhere for medical reasons) is exactly the
reason the Health Committee was created. Members of that
organisation work hard to raise funds and have already helped many
families. Sometimes, though, even when they may have distributed
a fair share of the funds raised to each family, friends may set up
other collections such as jars in the stores. W e have been truly
impressed by the generous way people contribute to these collections,
especially the recent one for young Nathan.
But all of us can be even more generous with a little help from the
Government. If, for example, we make a contribution to the Health
Committee for a specified individual, the Committee should be able
to add that amount to whatever other amount the individual would
receive from them, and issue us a receipt for the amount we have
given. And at tax time, back comes almost half of our donation! W e
can feel comfortable about our generosity — and maybe give a little
more, knowing that the Government is helping too.
Please note that none of this applies if we pay no taxes. In that
case, we give what we can to help our friends anyway, knowing that
we don’t have to give anything to the Government.

I
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F Y O U PAY AN Y IN CO M E TAXES ,

HOW IT WORKS
Let’s say we are paying a typical income tax (both Federal and
Provincial) at whatever rate and we decide to give a donation of $100
to a charity. If we do not get a receipt, then we give the $100 and
that’s it. But if we get a receipt from a registered charity such as the
Health Committee, then when tax time comes round and we include
the receipt with our tax return, we shall be able to deduct $47 from
our tax payable. This means in effect that the donation of $100 is
costing us only $53. So if we want to actually donate $100 of our
own money, then we should make a donation of $188 because, with
an official tax receipt to submit when we send in our tax return in the
new year our income tax payable will be reduced by $88 (47% of
$188 is $88). W hen we do this, we are forcing the Government to
make a donation also, and we are giving only the amount we
originally intended to give. Some examples are given below.
1 S T CO LU M N
Amount Receipted
to Us
$ 50
$ 100
$ 188

2 N D COLU M N 3 R D CO LU M N
4 T H CO LU M N
Deduction Actual Cost Amount received
earned after deduction
by Charity
$ 23.50
$ 47
$ 88

$ 26.50
$ 53
$ 100

$ 50
$ 100
$ 188

Please understand that the receipt will be issued for the amount in the
1 st column, but when we submit our tax return we shall have a
deduction of the amount in the 2 nd column, so that the actual cost to
us is the amount in the 3 rd column. The charity will already have
received the amount in the 4 th column.

Conveners of Club & Group Meetings, call 681-2256 or FAX 681-2229 with important dates to be listed in the Community Calendar.
There is no charge for Personals and short Public Service Announcements.
“We’re not big but we’re small!”

