
REV DR EDMUND GABRIEL & MRS ELIZABETH GABRIEL 

THE GABRIEL FAMILY 

ON THURSDAY 27 MARCH  1856, in the ancient town of Honiton, in the county of Devon, England, a young man
named Alfred Edmund Gabriel married Elizabeth Helen Huxtable.  Alfred Edmund was 28 years old and the son

of Dr William Gabriel, a medical doctor and ordained priest of the Anglican Church.  Edmund’s wife, Elizabeth Helen,
was 21 years old and the daughter of Dr William Huxtable, who was also a medical doctor. 

EMIGRATION OF DR EDMUND GABRIEL & FAMILY TO NEWFOUNDLAND IN 1859 

On  Wednesday  7  January 1857,  nine  months  and eleven
days later, their first child was born in the village of Budleigh
Salterton, Devon, and christened William.  On  18 November
1858 a second child, Mary Elizabeth, was born.  By this time
Dr Gabriel had become involved with the Society for the
Propagation of  the Gospel (SPG), a  missionary organisation
of the Church of England, and in 1859 he emigrated with his
wife and their two young children to Newfoundland as a 
minister.  Their new home was in Upper Island Cove,
Bonavista Bay, where a third child, Mary Ellen, was born on
14 February 1860.  Three children in less than four years! 

Two of the children, born within two years of each
other, were given the same first name, Mary.  Infant mortality
rates were astronomical in those days, especially in rural
Newfoundland, and if a child died, the same name was often
given to the next child of the same sex to be born.  It is likely
that the first daughter named Mary had died, although the
records do not confirm this.  But whatever the case,
Dr Edmund and Mrs Gabriel must have faced severe
difficulties in emigrating with a 3-year-old and a 15-month-old,
followed by the birth of yet a third child only a few months
after their arrival in Upper Island Cove.  The family remained
only about a year at Upper Island Cove before moving to
Lamaline on the Burin Peninsula where Edmund was Rector
from 1860 to 1873.  There his wife bore him eight more children.

In 1872, the following comment about the Bay of Islands appeared in a report by a Lieutenant Brown, a naval
officer serving in Western Newfoundland at the time.  “The people seem to be healthy, orderly and industrious, being
moderately well-to-do.  No cases of severe sickness came under our notice although we had numbers of applications
for medical assistance.  Doctors Gabriel and Trousdell (aboard the warship) vaccinated about 50 children and
adults.”   Then in 1873 Edmund was transferred to Portugal Cove, near St John’s, where in 1874 he died of blood1

poisoning after performing surgery on one of his parishioners.  It is not clear how many of Edmund’s and Elizabeth’s
later children besides William Alfred and Mary Ellen survived, but the probability is great that others did not. 

WILLIAM ALFRED GABRIEL 1857-1945 

Little is known about William Alfred Gabriel’s very early life.  He was appointed teacher in Lark Harbour in 1892 when
he was about 35.  In keeping with the custom of the time where the teacher was considered to be the natural for it, he
was also appointed Lay Reader, and in addition he served as Postmaster for a number of years. 

On 14 April 1879, at the age of 22, William had married Mary Masters.  She was born in 1863, the daughter
of Samuel Masters  and  Eliza  Collett  of  Harbour  Buffet.  Their  first  child, Florence Irene, was born on 22 March
1880 in Conception Bay.  Then two more daughters were born: Louisa Beatrice in 1881 and Charlotte Elizabeth in 1882,
but both died before they were a year old.

Article written for the Journal of the Legislative Council of the Newfoundland Government for the year 1872. The Doctor Gabriel
1

here mentioned is doubtless Dr Alfred Edmund Gabriel, then of Lamaline.
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WILLIAM ALFRED GABRIEL & MARY MASTERS GABRIEL

FLORENCE IRENE GABRIEL (née YOUDEN)

William and Mary Gabriel’s oldest son, Edmund
Llewellyn Gabriel, was born at Salmon Cove, Trinity Bay, on
19 June  1884.  Edmund Llewellyn, named after his grandfather,
became the best known of their children when, assisted by his
son Harvey Higgins Gabriel, he was the master carpenter in
charge of construction of St John the Evangelist Church (now
the Anglican Cathedral) in Corner Brook.  He lived to the ripe
old age of 87. 

While the family was still living at Salmon Cove,
Trinity Bay, two more children were born: Alice Mary, on
10 September 1885, then George, a year later on 11 September
1886.  Both died as infants at the age of 8 months.  Frederick
Samuel, the next child, born on 18 November 1887, was luckier,
as he lived until 1928.  He married a Lark Harbour girl, Eliza
Jane Youden, daughter of Thomas and Sarah.

During the next few years Mary gave birth to seven
more children.  The first five of those babies died within about
a year of birth.

It is not clear exactly when the William Gabriel family
came to Lark Harbour, but church records show that William
conducted a service as Lay Reader there on Sunday 18
September  1892.  This is the first entry under his signature; it
was also on the day before the death of their infant son William
Herbert, one more sad event for the family to support.  Over the
next four years Bessie May and Clara Isabel also were born and
lost.  In total, of fourteen children born to them, William and Mary Gabriel buried nine, including three who died at Lark
Harbour.  Their burial locations are not known.  Of the three daughters who survived, the oldest, Florence Irene, married
Henry Sheppard, son of Mark and Sarah, in 1898.  Henry was the craftsman who constructed the model of the mission
ship Laverock which had been wrecked in York Harbour.  Made from materials salvaged from the actual vessel, the
model is displayed in the present St James Church.  Henrietta Maud, youngest child but one, married Linton G Sheppard
of Lark Harbour.  The youngest girl, Effie Belle, married Victor Gordon Legge of Corner Brook sometime about 1930,
and died in 1978. 

William Gabriel and family left Lark Harbour in 1906.  He had been very active in the life of the church there,
and must have been involved in the building of the original St James Church located near the bottom of the present
Cemetery and consecrated in 1898.  In the register that covers the years of his stay in Lark Harbour and in which every
service was recorded, between 18 September 1892 and 3 June 1906, William as Lay Reader led a total of 1,921 services,
as many as 164 in 1896, and averaging about 137 per year for the 14 years he served at St James in that capacity.  He
made a number of written contributions about Lark Harbour people and church events to the Newfoundland Diocesan
Magazine, signing himself with his initials W.A.G., a nickname by which he came to be known by some. 

After leaving Lark Harbour William and Mary lived in
Corner Brook where he served as Customs Officer for a time
prior to Newfoundland’s Confederation with Canada.  The
Newfoundland Census of 1921 records them living in
Humbermouth, Corner Brook, with the family of their youngest
daughter Effie Belle and her husband Victor Gordon Legge,
their son Fred, and an adopted daughter Mary Sheppard.  In the
Census of 1945 for Corner Brook, William was enumerated at
7 Aspen Road, Corner Brook, in the home of his daughter Effie. 
Mary had died in 1940, aged 76, and William died in 1951 at the
grand old age of 94.  Both are buried in the Anglican Cemetery
of St John the Evangelist, in downtown Corner Brook. 

According to Dorothy Sheppard, late of Lark Harbour,
whose family knew some of the Gabriels as neighbours, William
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was a man of friendly disposition and relatively small stature.  He is remembered as a kindly man and a committed
Christian who strongly supported the Church during the years he and his family spent in Lark Harbour.  He loved
making friends, enjoyed a good conversation, and was a fine teacher, strict and respected.

Many of the direct descendants of William and Mary Gabriel still reside in Newfoundland. However the family
name is no longer represented in Lark Harbour, although many direct descendants live there and in other parts of the
Bay of Islands and other regions of Newfoundland.  Many also live in other provinces of Canada, in the United States,
and overseas.

Another group of families named Gabriel living in Western Newfoundland, particularly in Bay St George and
the Port-au-Port Peninsula, are not descendants of the family of Alfred Edmund Gabriel or his son William. 

CHILDREN OF WILLIAM & MARY GABRIEL 

Many families lost children during infancy and the Gabriels were no exception.  Of William’s and Mary’s
fourteen children, nine died as infants and only five reached adulthood. 

Children of William & Mary G abriel who died as infants 
             

                            Louisa Beatrice GABRIEL 1881-1882       11 months 
                            Charlotte Elizabeth Collier GABRIEL 1882-1883        8 months 
                            Mary Alice GABRIEL 1885-1886       10 months 
                            George Hughie Prescott GABRIEL 1886-1887       10 months 
                            Alfred Alexander GABRIEL 1889-1889       23 months 
                            Ada Blanche GABRIEL 1890-189 1       11 months 
                            William Herbert GABRIEL 1891-1892        9 months 
                            Lillian May GABRIEL 1894-1894       10 weeks 
                            Clara Isabel GABRIEL 1895-1895        3 weeks 

Children of William & Mary Gabriel who reached adulthood 

                            Florence Irene GABRIEL 1878-1962       84 years 
                            Edmund Llewellyn GABRIEL 1884-1972       87 years 
                            Frederick Samuel GABRIEL 1887-1928       40 years 
                            Henrietta Maud GABRIEL 1898-1988       89 years 
                            Effie Belle GABRIEL 1904-1978       74 years 

   

GRANDSONS OF WILLIAM & MARY GABRIEL 

A further item of interest relates to the sons of Frederick Samuel Gabriel, the seventh child of William and Mary.  As
mentioned earlier, on 4 February 1910 Frederick had married Eliza Jane Youden, daughter of Thomas & Sarah Youden. 
They had eight sons, of whom seven saw active service in World War II.  The sons had the distinction of being the
highest number from a single Canadian family to serve in that war. They were:

William 1910-2003 Army 
Frederick 1912-1977 Merchant Marine 
Harold 1915-1955 Army 
Gordon 1917-1945 Royal Navy, killed in action, January 1945 
Herbert 1919- Royal Navy 
Albert 1922-1942 Merchant Marine, killed in action on MV Rose Castle, 10 June 1942 
Walter 1924- Army 
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