
BEV HANNA-JONES’S NEWFOUNDLAND COACH TOUR 2012
FROM BELLEVILLE, ONTARIO

By Stuart L Harvey

FOR SEVERAL YEARS NOW, BEV HANNA-JONES, a tour organiser of Belleville, ON, has led a coach tour to
Newfoundland.  The Bay of Islands has been the venue for their first day.  This year they arrived at Deer Lake

Airport on Sunday 29 July and stayed at the Glynmill Inn, Corner Brook, that night.  My wife Susan and I were to be
their tour guides for the day, and when we met them at the Inn for their first day they were being entertained by The
Sharecroppers, a local musical group of retired teachers Ed Humber, Mike Madigan and Guy Romaine.  When we
arrived the concert was in full swing and was being enthusiastically enjoyed by the twenty-seven tourists.  They
presented an excellent selection of music consisting of songs written by themselves as well as by other people, the
musical items interspersed with interesting and amusing anecdotes relating to their music.

The first stop on the tour was the James Cook
Monument at the summit of Crow Hill from where there
is a splendid view of the City of Corner Brook and a
magnificent vista down the Bay towards Lark Harbour ,1

a distance of some fifty kilometres by road.  Cook, a
native of the small port of Whitby in North Yorkshire,
England, had become a very competent master and
navigator of coaling vessels plying the east coast of
England.  In the 1760s he was employed by the British
Admiralty to survey and chart the Newfoundland
coastline and he had spent the summer of 1767 working
in the Bay of Islands.  The Monument displays a number
of large metal plates narrating the history of his sojourn
in Newfoundland.  His work gave the British a distinct
advantage over other nations because of the detail and
accuracy of his charts which remained the most
authoritative navigational resource for the next hundred
years.  The reputation he gained in Newfoundland was
instrumental in securing his involvement in later
scientific voyages to other parts of the world such as the
South Seas where he eventually lost his life. 2

From the Monument we descended to Route 450
and began the journey along the South Shore.  The next

The Sharecroppers: Guy Romaine, Ed Humber and Mike Madigan Some of the Coach Tour Members at the concert

This is a selection from James Cook’s chart, published in London in 1775. 
Note the number of soundings made, and the remarkably accurate drawing
of the coastlines which are not significantly different from their
appearance on a modern map created with greatly advanced technology. 
This section shows the Bay of Islands in the centre, Bonne Bay to the
north, the Port au Port Peninsula and Bay St George to the south.  The
inland features are less accurate, but it was the coastline Cook was
contracted to survey.

  The two towns, Lark Harbour and York Harbour, take their names from their respective harbours, which were named after two of1

the vessels in the Newfoundland Squadron of the English Navy.  Lark Harbour began to receive settlers after 1850.  Several families, including
Sheppard, Park, Childs, and Joyce, became established there by 1900, and many of their descendants still live in the town.  York Harbour began
to be settled about 1890 by several families including Kendell and Byrne, some of whom had moved to the Bay of Islands from Bay St George. 
York Harbour was known originally as Broom’s Bottom, after a Mr Broom who owned a lobster packing station there in the early 1800s.

  It is interesting that during his later explorations Cook named a bay on the coast of the North Island of New Zealand after the Bay2

of Islands he surveyed in Newfoundland.
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stop was at the “Wood’s Island Resettlement House” Museum about 1½ kilometres west of the modern Roman Catholic 
Stella Maris Church in Benoit’s Cove.  From about 1850 Wood’s Island became a thriving settlement of several hundred
people engaged in the fisheries.  In its heyday it boasted a Roman Catholic church, a school, stores and fish merchants. 
Then after World War Two it went into decline as the road began to extend out the Bay from Corner Brook and people
moved from the Island to Benoit’s Cove and other nearby communities where better services were now available since
Newfoundland had become a province of Canada.

The two-storey house was originally built
on Wood’s Island by John Hackett (1912-1957)
and his wife Victoria (née Curley, 1915-2006)
shortly after the end of the Second World War,
and here they raised their family.  Some years
later the house was floated across the Bay to a
location on the South Shore where it continued to
be used until eventually it was sold to the Town of
Humber Arm South and removed to its present
location.  There it was renovated close to its
original form and set up as a folk museum.  Inside
are period items such as genuine appliances and
furniture of a century ago, and hundreds of
photographs donated by local people, many of
whom had once lived on the Island.  There is also

a large relief model showing the locations of buildings and roads.  The Museum is open to the public from 11:00am
Monday to Friday during the summer tourist season.

A few kilometres past the
Resettlement House is the beautiful little
Anglican Church of St Ambrose, perched on
the hillside overlooking the Humber Arm. 
This is the second church dedicated here to St
Ambrose, the original building having been
constructed about 1880 on the beach
immediately below the first one, its site
identified by a stone cairn next to the old
School building, now a cabin, which is among
the oldest buildings in the Bay.

Route 450 to Lark Harbour next
passes through Frenchman’s Cove, from
where Wood’s Island is visible to the right. 
Then the road makes a sharp left turn and
climbs a steep hill at the western end of the
little community, descending and climbing
again, and passing through a rock cut beyond
which is a magnificent shot of Weeball (a.k.a.
Ouibol, or Guernsey Island on the map), and 

The Resettlement House Museum.  Originally the home of the late
Peter and Victoria Hackett, it was built soon after World War Two
and was relocated from Wood’s Island to Benoit’s Cove during the
government sponsored resettlement project of the 1960s.

View from the Cook Monument on Crow Hill.  Below is Kruger’s
Corner Brook Pulp and Paper Mill and in the background is the
Norwegian Line’s cruise ship Maasdam during one of her many visits
to Corner Brook in July 2012. 

Wood’s Island, western half, seen from Frenchman’s Cove, with Weeball
(Ouibol/Guernsey Island) in the distance.

St Ambrose Anglican Chburch, John’s Beach,
overlooking the Humber Arm
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across Blow-Me-Down Brook, and immediately
ahead is the massive Blow-Me-Down Mountain
 with a precipitous slope down to the Bay.  We3

pass between the mountain’s towering north face
on our left (south), and the expanse of the open
Bay of Islands on the right (north), beyond which
can be seen the red plateau of the Tablelands,
about fifteen kilometres away, extending
northwards to Trout River and Gros Morne
National Park.

Ahead next is a level stretch of highway
known locally as The Straight.  Here is the
Candlelite Bay Inn near the  water.  A short side
road leads up to a parking lot where two trails
begin, and where the blocked entrance to the
workings of the old Copper Mine which closed in
1913, can be seen.  One trail leads to the waterfall

of Coppermine Brook; the other, much longer, to the summit of Blow-Me-Down Mountain.  This trail eventually links
with the Lewis Mountains section of the International Appalachian Trail.  Our road descends to sea level, then rises
again and soon  the Town of York Harbour appears ahead with its salt
water lagoon on the right beyond the houses.  Various species of water
birds can often be seen feeding at the lagoon.

Leaving York Harbour the road curves gently to the right and then
climbs yet another steep hill before descending again to sea level with the
Town of Lark Harbour, the entrance to Blow-Me-Down Provincial Park,
the Coastguard Station, the church and the school all directly ahead and in
the far distance, the Gulf of St Lawrence.

The members of the St James Anglican Church Women’s Association had prepared an excellent lunch in the
Church Hall, and everyone partook with apparent enjoyment.  Those interested in visiting the church then went upstairs
and were given a brief account of the history of the building and the Anglican Parish of the Bay of Islands.  The interior
of the church is spacious and light, finished with attractive wooden pews and panelling and a fine East Window given
in memory of a local family.  It was consecrated in 1962 and replaced an older, smaller building dating from 1898 when
the community was considerably smaller.  This building was situated at the lower (SW) corner of the Cemetery in the
area known as “Down Below”, and was therefore close to the water and quite exposed to the south-easterly winds that
often strike the harbour.  It had been damaged more than once by those winds, so that it was finally decided after a

BlowMe-Down Mountain from Route 450

Coppermine Brook FallsEntering Lark Harbour

  A note on place names: Local legend claims that James Cook named Blow-Me-Down Mountain because of the violent winds which3

can be generated very quickly nearby and can be dangerous for ships.  However the British navy had long frequented the waters of
Newfoundland before Cook’s arrival, and Blow-Me-Down Mountain was already named, although he did name many other natural features
around the Bay.  The Bay itself was originally named Baie des Trois Iles (Bay of Three Islands) by the French after the three relatively large
islands in the mouth of the Bay.  Corner Brook takes its name from the river which enters the Humber Arm in the corner where the paper mill is
located.
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particularly destructive gale that the best plan would be to salvage what they could from the old building and build a
new one closer to what had by then become the centre of the town.  A scale model of the old building is displayed to
the left of the East Window in the new church, and is visible in the picture (above right).

Near the church and in front of the Town Hall is a
Viking boat that was built a few years ago in Frenchman’s
Cove.  It was constructed for a scene in the Hollywood movie
The Outlander”, directed by Howard McCain and starring
James Caviezel, Sophia Myles, Jack Huston and John Hurt. 
Although the boat makes a splendid exhibit and attracts
considerable interest from visitors, the movie cannot boast
similar success.  Those involved have described it as “a light
combination of Braveheart and Highlander” and “based on
Beowulf”.  However it did provide a major talking point when
a large number of  people of a kind rarely seen in these parts
arrived for a week of actual filming at Little Port.  It seems
that Lark Harbour won out over locations in both New
Zealand and British Columbia because here there was “an

inlet that simulated part of a fjord”.  This was the undeveloped beach and shoreline over the hill in Littleport that
provided a suitable location for the film.  At any rate, the film provided some useful income for some businesses and
individuals in a week of pouring rain in 2007 November.  This weather, commented a member of the production team
 provided the right atmosphere for the film.  4

Leaving St James Church Hall, the next stop was Bottle Cove.  It was a fine although cloudy day, ideal for
photography, so many of the group decided to walk the short trail from the parking area out to the Point.  This is a

The original Church of St James, consecrated in 1898.  Note the
railing around the top of the tower where the spire used to be
until it was blown off in a wind storm.  The site of this church is
marked by a cairn at the SW corner of the present Cemetery.

Photo courtesy of Mrs Frances Childs, Stephenville, NL
St James Anglican Church interior, looking towards the East Window

Eastern Point, Bottle Cove, viewed from the precipitous trail
leading up to Sunset Rock.  The sea cave is visible at the right edge

of the picture. 
Checking lobster traps near Bottle Cove

  More information about The Outlander film at:     http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Outlander_%28film%294
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beautiful spot on a gentle summer day, while on a
windy day it can be spectacular; and positively
dangerous on a stormy day.  There are also fine
examples of volcanic rock formations, especially
pillow lavas, reddish in colour, and, depending on the
season, a number of plants adapted to life in an
exposed location like this may be seen.

From Bottle Cove for some three kilometres
a trail leads towards the site of the lighthouse on
South Head, at the entrance to the Bay of Islands. 
The traditional lighthouse with concrete tower and
duplex accommodations for two keepers and their
families has now been replaced by a modern
automated “skeleton” light.  Howard Sheppard, now
retired, was a keeper there for many years and he has
constructed a scale model of the tower and several
buildings which no longer exist.  This beautiful

detailed model can be seen displayed in Howard’s yard during the summer, and is well worth the time to stop for a look. 
As a bonus, too, Howard also displays a model of the old St James Church, complete with all the interior furnishings
as he remembers them from when he attended the church as a young man.

After about an hour at Bottle Cove it was time to visit the Blow-Me-Down Provincial Park.  This is located
on the little peninsula which divides the waters of Lark and York Harbour from each other.  The Park affords
magnificent views of the Bay of Islands and provides excellent camping accommodations and services in pleasant
wooded campsites.  Laundry and showering facilities are also available to campers.

   

       

These two pictures were taken from approximately the same spot, but under very different conditions.
The rock with the white seagulls in the left picture is the same one as seen in the middle of the right picture.

Retired lightkeeper and fine woodworker Howard Sheppard with his model of the
Old South Head Lighthouse and buildings,as they once were.  The iron roof of the
demolished light tower is now on display in the upper Bottle Cove Parking area. 

The Governor’s Stairway, Blow-Me-Down Park
South Head Lighthouse shortly before it was dismantled.

Picture courtesy a member of Coastguard Canada
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The Tour Group pictured at the top of Crow Hill near the James Cook Monument

THE END
    

Unless otherwise noted all pictures are by Stuart L Harvey.

Picture courtesy of Carol Spratt
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