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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

 The BMD is published on or before the first Friday of each month.
If you have announcements about local activities, please advise.

2018                                      JUNE                                      2018

  3rd Sun Morning Prayer - LH - 11:00am
10th Sun Service to be announced
12th Tues Possible date of US-NK Summit in Singapore
17th Sun Service to be announced
24th Sun Service to be announced

Fête nationale du Québec; Fête Saint-Jean-Baptiste
26th Tues Bottle Cove Beach Clean-up Day
28th Thur M   Full Moon

2018                                      JULY                                     2018

  1st Sun Canada Day - Bike Rodeo during the day. 
Evening - Fireworks Display in BlowMeDown Park 

  8th Sun Service to be announced
15th Sun Cemetery Flower Service 2:00pm, weather permitting
22nd Sun Service to be announced
27th Fri M   Full Moon
29th Sun Service to be announced

2018                                   AUGUST                                  2018

  5th Sun Service to be announced
12th Sun Service to be announced
19th Sun Service to be announced
26th Sun M   Full Moon

2018                           ADVANCE DATES                         2 018

Sep     3rd Mon Labour Day
   24th Mon M   Full Moon

Oct     8th Mon Thanksgiving Day
   24th Wed M   Full Moon

Nov    4th Sat Daylight Saving ends - clocks back one hour
   23rd Fri M   Full Moon

Dec  22nd Sat M   Full Moon
   25th Tues Christmas Day

BUSINESS & ORGANISATION DIRECTORY

! Byrne’s Store, Main Street. York Harbour 

groceries, hardware, gas & diesel, souvenirs 681-2040
wandastrickland@outlook.com

! Captain Cook B&B & Cottages, York Harbour 
Email:  info@captaincookbb.ca 681-2906; 1-877-681-2906

! Captain Cook’s Galley, 135 Little Port Rd, Lark Harbour
Restaurant - Seasonal - Call for information                681-2777

! Creative Photography by Linda, 131 Main St, Lark Hr
Email: creativephotographybylinda9@gmail.com
131 Main St, Lark Harbour                       709 681-2255

! Curling ONE Stop Service Station, Corner Brook 
366 Curling Street, automotive repairs, servicing        785-2619

! Drop In Lounge, 23 Main Street, Lark Harbour 
entertainment, food, licenced                 681-2103

! Eddie Joyce, MHA, Bay of Islands, Corner Brook 
House of Assembly, St John’s. NL 634-7883

! Gudie Hutchings, MP, Long Range Mountains, NL
Member of Parliament, Canada. 709 637-4540
gudie.hutchings@parl.gc.ca

! Lark Harbour Town Office, Box 40, Lark Hbr, NL, A0L 1H0
larkharbourtowncouncil@nf.aibn.com   Tel 709 681-2270
WebSite: www.yorkharbourlarkharbour.com  Fax 709 681-2900
Facebook: Town of Lark Harbour

! Marlaine’s Tidewatcher Café, 59 Main Street, Lark Hr
Enjoy a meal beside the Harbour  681-2140

! Sheppard’s Clover Farm Store, Lark Harbour  
groceries, hardware, gas, marine supplies       681-2160

! The Roost, Gift Shop and Gallery, York Harbour
sea glass, paintings, handmade glass beads        681-2341
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Congratulations to Harry & Meghan

Duke & Duchess of Sussex
on their marriage on Saturday 2018 May 19th

 

May God always bless you

Ì Ì  Ì Ì Ì Ì Ì Ì Ì Ì Ì Ì Ì Ì Ì Ì Ì Ì Ì Ì Ì Ì Ì Ì Ì Ì 

 Ì Ì Ì Ì Ì Ì Ì Ì Ì Ì Ì Ì Ì Ì Ì Ì Ì Ì Ì Ì Ì Ì Ì Ì  Ì Ì 

LARK HARBOUR TOWN COUNCIL
Council Members and Office Staff

Mayor: Ria MACDONALD
Deputy Mayor: Jeff PARKER
Councillors: Jeannie PARK

Kim HERRITT
Paul KEETCH

Clerks: Patti Lynn Macdonald
Nicola Parker  

Acting Clerk: Rose Barry

Council now has its complement of five members.
 Council’s regular monthly meetings are open to the public

and are scheduled for the third Tuesday of each month.
Telephone   681-2270
Fax              681-2900

RESULT OF LARK HARBOUR BY-ELECTION
2018 MAY 02, WEDNESDAY

CANDIDATES VOTES
HERRITT, Kimberley 40 ELECTED
BARRY, Jeremiah 28

Spoiled Ballots   2

Editor’s comment
A very low percentage of those eligible to vote took advantage of
their democratic right in the recent by-election. If you chose not to
vote, you have no business to criticise those who have been elected
to the Council.  They are all there to make the best possible decisions
for our Community, and with the limited budget available it is not an
easy task.  We should appreciate their willing effort to devote their
time each month to the running of our Community.  If you think you
could do better, offer yourself for election the next time the
opportunity occurs.

CANADA DAY CELEBRATIONS

Council is planning celebrations for Canada Day.

At BlowMeDown Provincial Park there will be a
Bike Rodeo for the young people in the afternoon

and a Fireworks Display for everyone after sunset.
 

Parents are asked to accompany
their children to the events.

Watch for further information as the Day approaches.
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SENATOR FLAKE’S SPEECH AT HARVARD
2018 May 22nd

The extract below is only part of Senator Flake’s
blistering attack on the Trump regime at Harvard
Law School’s Commencement ceremony.  Click
here for the entire report by Katie Reilly and the
full text of Senator Flake’s speech to the Harvard
Law Graduates.

“Our presidency has been debased by a figure who has a
seemingly bottomless appetite for destruction and division and
only a passing familiarity with how the constitution works.”

“And our Article I branch of government, the Congress (that’s
me), is utterly supine in the face of the moral vandalism that
flows from the White House daily. I do not think that the
founders could have anticipated that the beauty of their invention
might someday founder on the rocks of reality television, and that
the Congress would be such willing accomplices to this calamity.
Our most ardent enemies, doing their worst (and they are doing
their worst), couldn’t hurt us more than we are hurting ourselves.”

“Now, you might reasonably ask, where is the good news in that?
“Well, simply put: We may have hit bottom.”

“Oh, and that’s also the bad news. In a rare convergence, the
good news and bad news are the same — our leadership is not
good, but it probably can’t get much worse.”

EDITOR’S NOTE - Senator Jeff Flake is a member of the
Republican Party and also a strong supporter of democracy at a
time when many democratic principles are under attack and need
all the support they can muster.  He has supported many
traditionally conservative tenets but as his Harvard speech
demonstrates he is deeply concerned about the negative effects of
the Trump Presidency on America and the World, as well as the
lack of effort he has observed by Republicans to rein in Trump’s
excesses.  He is resigning his Senate seat at the end of his current
term of office in 2018 November.  It is rumoured that he may be
considering nomination by the GOP for the office of President in
2020 when he could run against Trump’s nomination for a
possible second term of office, but as yet he has made no public
announcement.  

STACEY ABRAMS COULD BE THE FIRST

WOMAN GOVERNOR OF GEORGIA

The southern American State of Georgia is not famous for its
support of black Americans.  All the more surprising then that
Stacey Abrams, a 44-year-old black woman, should consider her
chances of electoral success in Georgia to be worth the trouble,
expense and possible excoriation from the inevitable crowd of
nay-sayers she will face between now and the election on Tuesday
2018 November 6th.

But Stacey Abrams is not one to shrink from a task that would
daunt so many others.  She is the first woman ever to be
nominated by a major party, the Democrats of Georgia, for the
office of Governor in any state.  She will be facing fierce
opposition from her rival nominee on behalf of the Republican
Party, and it is unlikely that Trump will hold back on his insults
and ‘alternative facts’.  But by all accounts Stacey is well aware
of what she is likely to encounter in her steep uphill battle, and she
is not allowing it to discourage her.

Review Stacey’s personal website.  This lady is very bright,
with already numerous achievements, educational and political,
behind her. Click HERE for an overview of them.  They represent
a wide variety of endeavours to benefit not only poor Americans
in the State of Georgia, but by example also the general
population of the USA in this time of severe intellectual and
political poverty in many important areas of government.

This lady may be well worth watching, because at age 44 she
has plenty of time to prepare for a future Presidential run at the
White House to become the USA’s First Female African-
American President.  And for Trump’s information she was born
in Madison, Wisconsin. — SLH

QUESTION : Why does The BLOW·ME·DOWNER
publish so much information, like the above, about
America?

ANSWER : Because what happens in America
affects Canada and the rest of the world, and
particularly Canada, more today than at any
previous time in history.  

http://time.com/5289380/jeff-flake-harvard-commencement-address-president-trump/
http://time.com/5289380/jeff-flake-harvard-commencement-address-president-trump/
http://time.com/5289380/jeff-flake-harvard-commencement-address-president-trump/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jeff_Flake
https://staceyabrams.com/
<current%20document>https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stacey_Abrams#Early_life_and_education
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SOME THOUGHTS ON DEMOCRACY

“Many forms of Government have been tried, and will be
tried in this world of sin and woe. No one pretends that
democracy is perfect or all-wise. Indeed it has been said
that democracy is the worst form of Government except for
all those other forms that have been tried from time to time
. . .”  

Winston Churchill, in the House of Commons, 1947  November
11, anniversary of the Armistice of 1918.

Democracy is defined as “government by the whole population”. 
It is generally believed to have originated under a lawgiver named
Cleisthenes in 508-507 BCE in the City State of Athens, in
ancient Greece.

  In 317 BCE a census in Athens showed a population of 21,000
free citizens, 10,000 resident aliens and 400,000 slaves, perhaps
a manageable number to coexist in a single democracy, but these
statistics may be grossly inaccurate.  An estimate of 40,000 males,
plus 100,000 family members, 70,000 foreigners and possibly as
many as 400,000 slaves may be more accurate.

Whatever the actual figure, it is important to note that only
free adult resident males would be qualified voters, so that direct
voting for your chosen candidate would be quite simple as it
involved a small number of voters that could quite easily be
counted.  This is really the only true democracy, needing no
intermediary between the voter and the candidate as is needed
when a large population is voting as in a modern election
involving thousands or perhaps millions of voters over a more
extensive geographical area as in the American Presidential
election.  Election by representative is then necessary, as well as
some kind of constituency system, and voters may have to modify
their opinions to match those of the representative for whom they
choose to vote.  And therein lies the anomaly of democracy.

To resolve this anomaly which is inevitable in all but the
smallest democracies, electors must be prepared to compromise on
their ideas, which is often not easy for voters to accept.  The more
populous the democratic unit, the more such compromise will be
needed, and greater will be the difficulty to achieve it.

A further modification within the democratic process may
appear : a party system, allowing compromise between those of
similar viewpoints.  Where compromise ends, the party system
begins.  And it is clear that partisan opinions favouring differing
politics can vary widely even within a single modern democracy. 
Indeed the familiar left/right divide within a modern democracy
can, as we have seen, create a very divisive environment. 

There are numerous situations which may develop as 
democracies become larger.  Distortions may develop to the point
where fundamental democratic principles partly or entirely
disappear.  At that point, to survive, a democracy must have stable
and consistent organisation, with full time administrators who
operate at a remove from the voters and must of course be paid :
hence the appointment of paid civil servants and the establishment
of a larger taxation regime to pay for it.  A democratic system

depending entirely on volunteers for its administration would be
doomed to failure sooner rather than later.  Even a small
community of only a few hundred persons may require a part-time
paid official to manage an office.  This situation becomes more
demanding when an established order becomes stressed through
some kind of emergency such as natural disaster or other
catastrophe.

If such measures are not applied promptly, there is opportunity
for the wealthy or powerful to step into the breach and usurp
control, causing breakdown of the democratic process and
perhaps the formation of a plutocracy or an autocracy out of a
weakened democracy.  It is this state of affairs that eventually
made possible the full takeover of the German political system by
the Nazi party in the 1930s when Hitler curtailed democratic
rights and safeguards for the Jews.  For these reasons it is
essential that a democracy be keenly vigilant always to defend
itself against whatever may be waiting in the background to take
advantage of any weakness.

Most other forms of government that are selected by vote rather
than by military coup are modified or reduced forms of the basic
democratic model described above.  For example, a plutocracy is
governed by the wealthy; an aristocracy is governed by members
of a specific hereditary class of persons, but some form of voting
is still used.  Many of the same characteristics of a democracy are
still present, except that the members of the governing group are
selected only from a defined wealthy class in one case or from the
nobility only in the other.  Unless a person belongs by birth to one
of these classes, or can ‘graduate’ to one of them, he will never be
recognised or admitted to the governing body.  Other variations
exist in which membership of a political party such as the Nazi or
the Communist Party or more rarely a religious group may be the
necessary qualification.

In more primitive societies heredity, or membership of a
specific family was a common qualification as in medieval
England until the boroughs (chartered towns) were established
and ‘burghers’ were elected to Parliament and to the governing
bodies of the boroughs and trade guilds.  At other times it was
necessary to be a member of a specific religious group, such as
the Anglican Church in the sixteenth century and until the early
eighteenth.  During the Cromwellian period a Puritan group, the
Roundheads, Cromwell’s followers, so nicknamed because of
their short haircuts, formed the government.  In eastern Europe
after the arrival of Communism a party membership was essential,
and still is in China and some other countries.  Most modern
democracies have only a strict adult citizenship requirement for
election to the government; and the United States of America
requires that the President must have been born in the USA.  It
was this ‘birther’ requirement that Trump and some of his
associates attempted scurrilously to use to denigrate Barack
Obama during his Presidency.

Other less universal suffrage groups may have more restrictive
qualifications limited to certain individuals who support only a
dictatorial leader who rejects ideas that vary from his own.  Such
restricted voting falls into the category of dictatorships.  They are

Continued on Page 5

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cleisthenes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Athens#Population_in_ancient_times
<current%20document>https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Left%E2%80%93right_political_spectrum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oliver_Cromwell#New_Model_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barack_Obama_citizenship_conspiracy_theories
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Continued from Page 4
favoured by a leader who wants to secure his power to exclude
individuals who do not fit his preferences and are accorded no
part in the government.  Individuals may be denied any
participation in government and in extreme cases they may be
exiled, imprisoned, or even murdered as in the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea (North Korea) or Putin’s Russia. 
Members of the Government itself may be nothing more than a
‘rubber stamp’ to provide an appearance of legitimacy for the
leader, with no influence on the governing process.  The term
‘democratic’ is entirely inappropriate.

SOME SPECIFIC FORMS OF GOVERNMENT

democracy - government by the whole population

plutocracy - government by only the wealthy

aristocracy - government by only the nobility

autocracy - absolute government by one person (=dictatorship)

oligarchy - government by a small group selected by a powerful
leader who may offer favours in return for their support.

military dictatorship or junta - has often taken over government by
military force, perhaps because of perceived corruption.  It may
view itself as saving the country from disaster or failure.

Please be aware that the above list is not exhaustive.

In theory any citizen has the right to run for election in a modern
democracy at any level.  However in a country like Canada or the
USA the cost of running for election to anything larger than a
small municipal council may be prohibitive for ordinary citizens
unless they have the backing of a party organisation, while a
millionaire can finance himself with relative ease.

 

AMERICA  and  NORTH KOREA
OFF AGAIN, ON AGAIN

The entente between America and North Korea appears to have
run into some obstacles, but hopefully patience and understanding
may bring it to a successful conclusion after all.

The world remains a dangerous place, but there is still hope that
a damaging conflagration can be avoided.  The Great Dealmaker
has missed his mark, largely by his own fault in not preparing the
ground in advance for a meaningful meeting.  It is not reasonable
to expect that two nations so diametrically opposed to each other
would be able to overcome some seventy years of mutual hostility
to put it all behind themselves in a day or two when the two
leaders have never met.  There has been no lower level contact to
enable a general plan to be developed between them by junior
negotiators until May 28 to bring the leaders together in a ready
state to arrive at a meaningful resolution.

Hopefully over the next weeks, months or years both sides will
cool off sufficiently to allow a planned and constructive start
towards something more permanent, provided that both can
refrain from more name calling and boastful threats.  What is
essential is a diplomatic, conventional approach to learn about
each other’s aspirations with understanding and give-and-take on

each side, along with China and South Korea who are equally
essential to success.  The world cannot survive with an excess of
brinksmanship.

Time and patience are the essential elements in any deal such as
this, to avoid unexpected difficulties that could so easily arise.  If
either Trump or Kim Jong Un were to take umbrage at something
that might arise when they meet, a sensitive and fragile entente
such as this is unlikely to survive.  — SLH

ANTARCTICA IS HEATING UP
IN MORE WAYS THAN ONE

With the United States of America having largely abdicated its
responsibility for leadership in almost everything of environmental
importance, diverting its attention to MAKE AMERICA GREAT
AGAIN, I have found myself increasingly concerned with the
possible fate of pristine areas of the world like Antarctica.

As a subscriber to Fareed’s Global Briefing I came upon a
segment about Antarctica in the issue of 2018 May 24.  
Wrote Fareed:

It’s a region almost twice the size of Australia, with
enormous, untapped resources. Yet it has no
government—just an almost 60-year-old treaty system to
try to keep order, write Leslie Hook and Benedict
Mander in the Financial Times. As the world’s
geopolitics—and the planet itself—heat up, it’s not clear
this Antarctic idealism can hold much longer. 

“At stake is the last pristine continent, one that contains
the world’s largest store of freshwater, huge potential
reserves of oil and gas and the key to understanding how
quickly climate change will impact the world through
rising sea levels,” they write. 

“Signatories to the treaty…agree to set aside their
territorial claims, and use the continent only for peaceful
purposes. However, the growing number of signatories has
made the system unwieldy: In 1980 there were just 13
countries that had ‘consultative’ status to make the key
decisions on treaty matters—that number has risen to
29…” 

“Meanwhile the number of permanent scientific research
stations on the island (i.e. the Antarctic Continent) a proxy
for activity, has grown to more than 75.  China has been
a particularly enthusiastic builder of new research stations
since it joined the treaty in 1983...”

Fareed Zakaria is one of today’s most incisive current affairs
analysts.  He hosts a regular weekly program on CNN, he
contributes to several other journals, and he has published a
number of authoritative books on politics.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democracy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plutocracy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aristocracy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Autocracy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oligarchy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_dictatorship
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/16393e579c36d049
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fareed_Zakaria
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GUN MASSACRES IN THE USA
2018 January 1st to 2018 May 20th

 101 mass shootings in 140 days
More than 5,400 people killed

More than 9,800 injured

While being interviewed about the Second Amendment, gun
violence and the massacre that occurred only three days earlier on
May 18th in a High School in Santa Fe, Texas, a young man said:
“I think it is important that we still have the right to defend
ourselves.”  What nonsense!  With proper legislation in place the
police, the FBI, and the courts will be effective.

The Second Amendment states:  “A well regulated militia, being
necessary to the security of a free state, the right of the people to
keep and bear arms, shall not be infringed.”

Today, what does a young American need to defend himself
against?  Does he need to defend himself against from a gun
owner who indiscriminately slaughters students and teachers in a
school?  The Second Amendment not only fails in today’s modern
conditions : it actually helps to create such dangerous scenarios. 

The entire debate revolves around the fact that the Second
Amendment is a clear anachronism today.  No doubt it was
needed in 1791 for defence against the British who desperately
wanted to regain control over the American Colonies.  But should
citizens of the world’s most powerful nation need a law allowing
them to carry guns to protect themselves in these modern times? 
Nonsense!  A militia such as could be raised under the
Amendment would be undisciplined and probably useless.  And
personal protection beyond standard policing would in time not
be needed if the Second Amendment were to be rescinded.  But
that is apparently not acceptable to some Americans, mostly the
members of the powerful lobby of the National Rifle Association
and its puppet the current President.

Therefore what is needed is stronger regulation on matters
including the age and psychological suitability of individuals to
whom firearms are sold; control of the type of firearms available;
stiff penalties for improper security and storage; the banning of
private sales; and the inclusion of other conditions such as exist
in countries where gun violence is not a serious problem.  The
rest of the free world survives very well with nothing but strictly
enforced gun laws: no constitutional amendments are needed.

Since the beginning of 2018 there have been 22 school shootings
where at least one, though mostly several persons, were hurt or
killed.  Click HERE for details.  It is only in the USA that every
few days some gun-toting maniac on the loose shoots and kills a
dozen or so innocents in a place like a school or a church or a
concert, locations that should be among the safest places on earth,
in “the greatest nation on earth”. 

But how great is a country if it cannot even protect its citizens
against others of its own citizens?  Certainly, things can go wrong
sometimes in the best regulated society, but not the same kind of
incident 22 times in 20 weeks.

The Second Amendment is unquestionably an anachronism.  It
was adopted on 1791 December 15, when there was a genuine
risk of attack by the British, and since there was no organised

American army, defence depended on action by the settlers. 
However by no stretch of the imagination is there “a well-
regulated militia” today as postulated in the Amendment. 
Moreover that kind of attack risk no longer exists.  If it did, the
modern state militias and the regular army, navy, and air forces
would respond immediately with far superior effect than the
untrained rabble covered by the Amendment.  America has, as we
so often hear, the best equipped and most effective professional
army, navy, and air force the world has ever seen.

The Amendment is also an anachronism in another way.  In 1791
muskets and handguns were state-of-the-art weapons.  They were
also muzzle-loaded, and could not be reloaded quickly, so mass
killings were not a noteworthy risk.  Today’s problem is the result
of availability of highly sophisticated magazine-loaded weapons
which are not an essential part of the arsenal of any bona fide
hunter, and they should not be permitted forthe general public.

Until Americans regain control of their country from the NRA on
this issue, their problems will continue, as also will the associated
problems Canada has, in the form of illegal guns crossing our
border.  Americans must restore gun control to the lawmakers
through the democratic process; tighten the regulations; restrict
the excessive lobbying of the NRA which donates enormous sums 
influencing lawmakers including the President; and finally
American must demand in clear and certain terms that the
President cease his vacillations and instead shoulder his
responsibility to see that appropriate legislation be developed
forthwith and promptly passed into law.

NOTE  -  In 2016 the NRA donated $1,071,200 to Republicans
and $10,500 to Democrats for election expenses.  (Information
from  the Center for Responsive Politics, Washington, DC.)

MISSING UNDOCUMENTED CHILDREN

It has been reported that some 1500 children of illegal Latino
immigrant children arriving at the Mexican border have been
placed with “sponsors”.  However as of May 28 no one seems to
have any knowledge of their whereabouts.  It appears that present
border policy requires the children to be placed with sponsors  and
the President is blaming the Democrats.  Although it was Trump’s
policy that brought it about, he has suggested that the Democrats
could change that policy, but they have no majority in the
Legislature and therefore can do nothing.  However the President
himself is misleading the nation as the policy was his, and he is
the only person who can change it.

Meanwhile these ‘lost’ children may be at risk of being subjected
to child slavery or other inappropriate and dangerous situations
and the government appears to feel it has no responsibility for
them.  But if not, who has?  The USA has sunk to a new low with
this matter and should be held to account for it.  If this is not done,
the government’s inaction places it in a very unfavourable
hypocritical position in the eyes of the watching world. — SLH

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Amendment_to_the_United_States_Constitution
https://www.cnn.com/2018/03/02/us/school-shootings-2018-list-trnd/index.html
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/totals.php?cycle=2012&id=D000000082
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/totals.php?cycle=2012&id=D000000082
https://www.cnn.com/2018/05/26/politics/hhs-lost-track-1500-immigrant-children/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2018/05/26/politics/hhs-lost-track-1500-immigrant-children/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2018/05/26/politics/hhs-lost-track-1500-immigrant-children/index.html
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TRUMP’S ECONOMIC ARGUMENTS

Is he justified in saying that America is being
taken advantage of by the rest of the world?

One of Trump’s favourite hobby horses is to criticise the rest of
the world for draining money and resources from the American
economy.  To believe his rant on this topic would be to think that
the USA is not the wealthiest country in the world, that it is
subsidising every other nation, and is being taken advantage of by
everyone else.  American manufactured products are found almost
everywhere.  Like many of Trump’s other statements, his
economic ‘facts’ are not based on available statistics.  

Consider the following facts derived from research by the United
Nations and other worldwide organisations that research and
publish information.  The first table below shows that America is
the wealthiest country in terms of Gross Domestic Product, the
best general indicator of the overall wealth of a country.  The
second table showing Military Expenditure provides an indication
of the country’s influence and presence in the world. 

GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT - the Market Value of all
Goods and Services produced in a given year.

$ Trillions

World Total GDP 79.86

 1.  United States 19.39

 2.  European Union 17.31

 3.  China 12.01

 4.  Japan   4.87

 5.  Germany  3.68

 6.  UK    2.62

 7 - 10.  India, France, Brazil, Italy are next

11.  Canada  1.66

12.  South Korea 1.54

13.  Russia 1.53

16.  Mexico  1.15

 The American GDP is about one quarter of the world total GDP.

MILITARY EXPENDITURE and Active Personnel 2017   

$ Billions Active Personnel

World Total    1,739.0 Not available

 1. United States   610.0 90,000

 2. China 228.0 95.000

 3. Saudi Arabia *  69.4 Not available

 4. Russia *  66.3 81,000

 5. India  63.9 86,000

 6. France  57.8 33,000

 7. UK  47.2 19,000

 8 - 13 Japan, Germany, South Korea, Brazil, Italy, Australia

14. Canada  20.6 10,000

15. Turkey  18.2 57,000

Statistics for Russia & Saudi Arabia partial or not available.

The USA is unquestionably the world’s greatest economic power
as indicated by its Gross Domestic Product.  It also has the largest
peacetime military establishment the world has ever seen.  GDP
is an accepted measure of a country’s general prosperity, but it is
purely economic and says nothing about standards of living, of
health, of education, etc.  However it is the best available
indicator of a country’s potential to support all of those.

Even with its huge military expenditure, the USA has wealth
sufficient to provide all of its citizens with a decent standard of
living, yet a very significant proportion of Americans live below
that standard, cannot afford adequate health services, and do not
receive education and other social services which are taken for
granted in Canada, most of Europe, and other parts of the world. 
However when 98% of wealth is controlled by 1% of the
population as in America, social services tend to be minimal in
order to maintain taxes at relatively very low levels compared
with most other developed countries including Canada.

While American taxes tend to be relatively low compared with
other developed nations, incomes are often higher, making many
items, such as larger homes and more expensive cars, relatively
cheaper in America.  Even so, those items are not affordable for
every American, although standards of living are visibly higher
than in Canada, western Europe and many other developed
democratic nations.  In those countries, ownership of cars, for
example, is frequently less widespread than in America,
especially in urban areas where public transportation is more
widely used and readily available.

If the reader has reviewed the information on this page it should
be quite clear that the USA is better supplied with resources that
have enabled the growth of greater wealth than the Old World
nations whose resources have been exploited for thousands of
years.  As a result America is far more wealthy than most other
countries and is also able to finance a greater military
establishment than any other country, including both China and
Russia.  If we compare the GDP and the military expenditure of
America, which heads both lists, with most others, it is indeed
unreasonable to expect the rest of the world to devote more of its
lesser financial strength to international policing.

If further such evidence is needed, the reader should refer to the
links below and others online to see that the American economy
is unquestionably stronger in comparison.  Also that Trump’s
demands for the rest of the world to increase its military financing
are unreasonable.  If the rest of the world were to increase its
spending significantly on activities such as international policing,
those nations would be forced to make intolerable demands on
their economies by draining funds from their already strained
fiscal resources, causing already more disproportionate tax
burdens to be increased, and possibly resulting in serious public
unrest with dangerous political consequences.    — SLH

Links to OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION

See How do US taxes compare internationally?

Income - Disposable income per capita (OECD)

List of countries by life expectancy

Infant and under-five mortality rates

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_GDP_(nominal)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_military_expenditures
https://www.taxpolicycenter.org/briefing-book/how-do-us-taxes-compare-internationally
file:///|//<current%20document>Disposable%20income%20per%20capita%20(OECD)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_life_expectancy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_infant_and_under-five_mortality_rates
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Odds  and  Ends

K Good news from Corner Brook Pulp & Paper.  Recently they
were hit by Trump’s ill-conceived tariffs when a ten percent
increased tax was imposed on newsprint imports entering
America.  It resulted in some reorganisation of labour and loss of
jobs at the Mill.  But a recent announcement showed that the Mill
is working hard behind the scenes to compensate for this situation:
it has been able to increase its exports to India, with an eventual
yearly target of 9,000 tons.

Congratulations to the Mill’s sales people who have responded
quickly to this situation.  Let’s hope they can maintain this effort,
and that other Canadian exporters will also find new markets for
their products.  We have long needed to diversify our export
business to offset our dependence on the United States, and that
need has now become an imperative.  Canada cannot afford to
simply sit back and wait for Trump to go away.  Because we
might be stuck with him until 2024.

K Forgetfulness and insufficient exercise are two facts one has to
deal with as one ages.  But I have a theory that maybe there is a
very important connection between the two.  I’m thinking, for
example, of when you forget something, like why you went to the
kitchen, did something else and forgot why you went there in the
first place, so you have to go back immediately.  Two trips where
one could have been enough if you had not forgotten.  And if you
had sat down before realising that you had forgotten something,
you will even have to stand up again.

These memory lapses are clearly nature’s way of forcing you to
take more exercise!  All those extra trips may actually result in a
longer, more active and healthy life!  And if you also kick yourself
for forgetting, then you are getting even more exercise!

     

K The season of tropical storms and hurricanes has not yet begun
(officially it starts on June 1st) but torrential rains today, May 27,
have already caused destructive flooding in parts of Maryland,
USA, near Baltimore, where some ten inches of rain have fallen,
and more is expected.  Streets were flooded and turned into rivers,
vehicles washed away, and people were being rescued today.

Let us hope this is not going to continue as more powerful
hurricanes arrive in the ensuing months of summer and fall.

And as floods are devastating homes and lives in Maryland, the
eruption of Mount Kilauea is causing similar devastation,
covering acres of good land with red hot lava in Hawaii.  These
violent events are awesome to watch, but don’t forget that they
always cause hardship and suffering at least, and usually injuries
and death.  Meanwhile the self-righteous are making their usual
callous comments as did one individual who remarked “God’s
work will not be done till Hawaii and California sink beneath the
waves!” and another wrote, “Who cares.  It’s liberal Maryland.”

   

A VERY NOTEWORTHY LIFE

Even though we may never have met her, it is always very
worthwhile to celebrate the life of a person who has lived so
much longer past the ordinary “three score years and ten” that
most of us aspire to, so we recognise the passing of this lady at
the grand old age of 108 years.

NEWFOUNDLAND & LABRADOR’S OLDEST RESIDENT

MARY CATHERINE POWER

1909 September 15 – 2018 May 23

Mary Catherine Power (née
K e l l y )  w a s  b o r n
1909 September 15 in
Gambo, NL. Having been
graced with the gift of a long
and happy life Mary entered
peacefully into eternal life
2018 May 23.

Throughout her 108 years on
earth Mary lived each day to
the fullest, long before most
of us were born.

Mary was a very loving, wise, and generous person who always
put her family and friends first.  A successful business woman, 
she operated a tourist home for travellers from all over the world
up into her late 80s.  She led a very active life, enjoyed travelling,
and had great faith in God.

Mary was the widow of Michael Power Sr.  She was predeceased
by her sister Margaret Power (née Kelly), her children Joseph
Power, and Michael Power Jr. (Mae), and special nephew William
(Billy) Power (Peggy).  She was survived by her loving daughter
Catherine Webber and husband James with whom she resided on
Main Street, Corner Brook. She will be forever remembered as
"Muffy" by her granddaughters Janice Webber (Paul Jacobs),
Catherine Power (Michael Baker), Kelly Webber, and niece
Marilyn Dryden, along with her great-grandchildren Jack and
Mary Jane Jacobs, and Sarah and Emma Baker.  She is also fondly
remembered as “Old Aunt” by Phonse Power, David Power,
Robert Power, Daniel Power, and Sarah Power.

Special thanks to her large circle of friends, Monsignor Gale,
Father Terry, Patricia Power, Sister Kay Rex, Maxine
Batten-Boutcher, Priscilla Boutcher and Christine Manuel.

A Mass of Christian Burial was held Friday, 2018 May 25 from
the Most Holy Redeemer Cathedral, Mount Bernard Avenue, with
Father Ed Terry officiating, followed by interment at Mount
Patricia Cemetery. As expressions of sympathy, memorial
donations were made to The Shepherd’s Fund, c/o Most Holy
Redeemer Parish, P.O. Box 1108, Corner Brook, NL, A2H 6T2.


