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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

 The BMD is published on or before the first Friday of each month.

2018                                      M AY                                      2018

  6th Sun LH   11:00am Morning Prayer
13th Sun To be announced
20th Sun LH   11:00am Holy Communion, Rev Taylor
21st Mon Victoria Day
27th Sun To be announced
28th Mon Spring Clean-up
29th Tues Spring Clean-up    M   Full Moon    

2018                                      JUNE                                      2018

  3rd Sun To be announced
10th Sun To be announced
17th Sun To be announced
24th Sun Fête nationale du Québec; Fête Saint-Jean-Baptiste
26th Tues Beach Clean-up Day
28th Thur M   Full Moon

2018                                      JULY                                     2018

  1st Sun Canada Day To be announced
  8th Sun To be announced
15th Sun Cemetery Flower Service 2:00pm, weather permitting
22nd Sun To be announced
27th Fri M   Full Moon
29th Sun To be announced

2018                           ADVANCE DATES                         2 018

Aug   26th Sun M   Full Moon
Sep     3rd Mon Labour Day

   24th Mon M   Full Moon
Oct     8th Mon Thanksgiving Day

   24th Wed M   Full Moon
Nov    4th Sat Daylight Saving ends - clocks back one hour

   23rd Fri M   Full Moon
Dec  22nd Sat M   Full Moon

   25th Tues Christmas Day

BUSINESS & ORGANISATION DIRECTORY

! Byrne’s Store, Main Street. York Harbour 

groceries, hardware, gas & diesel, souvenirs 681-2040
wandastrickland@outlook.com

! Captain Cook B&B & Cottages, York Harbour 
Email:  info@captaincookbb.ca 681-2906; 1-877-681-2906

! Captain Cook’s Galley, 135 Little Port Rd, Lark Harbour
Restaurant - Seasonal - Call for information                681-2777

! Creative Photography by Linda, 131 Main St, Lark Hr
Email: creativephotographyraphybylinda9@gmail.com
131 Main St, Lark Harbour                       709 681-2255

! Curling ONE Stop Service Station, Corner Brook 
366 Curling Street, automotive repairs, servicing        785-2619

! Drop In Lounge, 23 Main Street, Lark Harbour 
entertainment, food, licenced                 681-2103

! Eddie Joyce, MHA, Bay of Islands, Corner Brook 
Minister, House of Assembly, St John’s. NL 634-7883

! Gudie Hutchings, MP, Long Range Mountains, NL
Member of Parliament, Canada. 709 637-4540
gudie.hutchings@parl.gc.ca

! Marlaine’s Tidewatcher Café, 59 Main Street, Lark Hr
Enjoy a meal beside the Harbour  681-2140

! Sheppard’s Clover Farm Store, Lark Harbour  
groceries, hardware, gas, marine supplies       681-2160

! The Roost, Gift Shop and Gallery, York Harbour
sea glass, paintings, handmade glass beads        681-2341

Please Note: 
Due to various problems I no longer use FACEBOOK.  You may still
find my Facebook page there but it will not be updated.

file:///|//blowmedowner@gmail.com
http://www.blowmedowner.webs.com/
mailto:wandastrickland@outlook.com
http://www.captaincookbb.ca/
mailto:info@captaincookbb.ca
file:///|//https///www.google.ca/maps/uv?hl=en&pb=!1s0x4b7b90c23b788583%3A0x99d667416d26e6e6!2m22!2m2!1i80!2i80!3m1!2i20!16m16!1b1!2m2!1m1!1e1!2m2!1m1!1e3!2m2!1m1!1e5!2m2!1m1!1e4!2m2!1m1!1e6!3m1!7e115!4s%2Fmaps%2Fplace%2FCaptain%2BCook%27s%2BGalley%2C%2BRestaurant%2C%2B
http://www.creativephotography-bylinda.com/
mailto:creativephotographybylinda@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/DropInLounge/
http://www.assembly.nl.ca/members/cms/EddieJoyce.htm
http://ghutchings.liberal.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/tidewatchercafe/
http://bobsnewfoundland.com/the-roost.html
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Obituary

DAVID WAYNE SHEPPARD
1963 March 12 - 2018 April 19

Lark Harbour, NL

It was with great sadness
that the family of the late
D a v i d  S h e p p a r d
announced his passing in
his hometown of Lark
H a r b o u r ,  N L  o n
Thursday, April 19th,
2018 in his 55th year.
David was a loving
family man, a dear friend,
and a Master Seaman in
the Canadian Navy with
22 years of service.

David left to mourn with fond and loving memories, his son
Andrew Sheppard (Uzo Cogwell) and Andrew’s mother Allison
Sheppard;  his sisters: Gertrude Sheppard, Rebecca Smith, Linda
Smith Humber, Patsy MacDonald (Alex), Eleanor MacDonald (Cecil);
and also a large circle of nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends.

David was predeceased by his father and mother: Gordon and
Wilhelmina Sheppard; his sister Elaine Mullins; his brother Gordon
Sheppard Jr; his brothers-in-law: Albert Sheppard and Ronald Smith.

Visitation for family and friends took place on Sunday, April 22,
2018, at St James Anglican Church in Lark Harbour from 7-9pm and
Monday, April 23, 2018 from 2-4 and 7-9pm, from where the funeral
service took place on Tuesday, April 24, 2018 at 2pm with Rev David
Taylor officiating.  Interment followed at the church cemetery.  A
reception took place at the church following the interment.

As expressions of sympathy, flowers were graciously accepted
and/or memorial donations could be made to a charity of one’s choice
or to the family. The family guest book could be signed by visiting
www.country-haven.ca.

We offer our most sincere condolences

to David’s family and friends. 

RESULT OF LARK HARBOUR BY-ELECTION
2018 MAY 02, WEDNESDAY

CANDIDATES VOTES
HERRITT, Kimberley 40 ELECTED
BARRY, Jeremiah 28
Spoiled Ballots   2

Editor’s comment
A very low percentage of those eligible to vote took advantage of their
democratic right.   If you don’t vote, you have no right to criticise.

Obituary

ELIZABETH LILLIAN MACDONALD
1932 December 11 - 2018 April 29

Lark Harbour, NL

It was with great sadness that the
family of the late Elizabeth (Betty)
MacDonald  (née  Childs)
announced her peaceful passing
surrounded by family on April 29,
2018, age 85, at WMRH. Betty
was a strong and hardworking lady
who was devoted to her family.
She worked in sales, and spent
years managing the Bayview Club
where she made fond memories
and lifelong friends. She enjoyed
travelling and spent many years
visiting different parts of Canada
and the U.S. with her husband
Wilfred. In her later years, Betty travelled Europe with her partner
Richard.  Betty always loved to look her best and her greatest joy was
to be surrounded by family and friends while sharing her many stories
and jokes. 

Left to mourn loving memories are her children: Wayne
(Mary-Ann), Marlaine Childs (Llewellyn), Rose Sheppard (Jerry),
and Dean (Angela); grandchildren: Brent, Crystal (Dean), Kadie
(Dylan), Natalie (Dustin), Vicki (James), Sarah (Shane), Marcus
(Courtney), Chuck (Julie) and Mallory (Andrew); great
grandchildren: Simon and Calvin; brothers: Edward (Marguerite),
Stanley (Emma) and Howard (Sheila); in-laws: Georgina Target,
Edward MacDonald, and Tina Trent; extended MacDonald family;
the Travers family of Scotland;  the Killeen family of N.S.; a large
circle of nieces, nephews, cousins and friends; special friends: Hedley
Saunders, Mary Sooley and Theresa Hunt of the Lohnes Complex in
Curling.

Betty was pre-deceased by her husband of 37 years, Wilfred; her
parents John and Elizabeth Childs; baby sister Sylvia Childs;
sister-in-law Suzanne Childs; partner of 18 years, Richard Travers;
dearest friend (like a sister) Marie Killeen; MacDonald in-laws Neil,
Catherine, Gerry, Angus, Kevin, Tommy, Rose, Vera, Tillie and
Dorothy.

The family would like to extend their sincere thanks to the staff of
the Lohnes Complex, Doctors Sparrow, Butt, Layla, Bubtana; Nurses
and Staff of 3B at WMRH and Fillatre’s Funeral Home. 

Visitation will take place at St. James Anglican Church, Lark
Harbour, on Monday, April 30th from 7-9pm, Tuesday, May 1st from
2-4pm and 7-9pm.  Funeral service will take place Wednesday May
2nd at 2pm with Archbishop Stewart Payne officiating. Interment to
follow at St. James Cemetery, Lark Harbour. As expressions of
sympathy, flowers are graciously accepted or donations may be made
in her memory to St. James Anglican Church, Lark Harbour.

We offer our most sincere condolences
to Betty’s family and friends. 

http://www.country-haven.ca.
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PLEASE READ THIS IMPORTANT LETTER
FROM ST JAMES CHURCH, LARK HARBOUR

This letter comes to you with the utmost respect.
We ask that you read it in its entirety, then reflect.

Some people will say, “Why? We don’t need it.”  But in all honesty
the church is the place that we all turn to when we need some
guidance, and the last place we go to when we have passed on.  We
see a lot of Facebook posts praying for this and that, yet we know
nothing about what is going on in our own church.  We know that a
church is not needed to believe in God, but it is the corner stone of our
beliefs.  St James Church was built and constructed by our great
grandparents and grandparents who donated time to build and money
for materials and maintenance, in a time when all was scarce.   Yet
today, when spare time is short and money is somewhat plentiful, our
church struggles.

In a time when both parents are working and children’s sports and
activities are ongoing, we cannot find time in our schedules to come
to church but once a year.  We understand that!  Life is Busy!

Unfortunately we cannot survive on what comes to the collection
plate once or twice a year.  That is the reason for this letter.  We are
asking for people to see if it is at all possible to make a commitment
to St James Church for five dollars ($5.00) a week.  If your purse is
plenty maybe you would like to do more, but if everyone paid $5.00
per week we would easily sustain and maintain what our great
grandparents and grandparents built so many years ago.

If we are forced to close our doors it will change the landscape of
Lark Harbour and York Harbour for ever.  Imagine coming to the turn
of the road and the church gone!!!  Forcing us to close means the
Diocese will sell off the building (if possible) or just tear it down. 
What a shame.

We know that you care because you show it every time there is an
event that supports the church.  You come.  You support!  But now we
need regular support on a weekly basis.  

As you know, St James Church has been without a minister for
some time now, and we are actively looking for someone to come to
our church and revive our parish.  But when that position is filled
there come expenses that right now we will not be able to sustain.

We are looking into ways of making this commitment easier and
without hassle.  We do accept Postdated Cheques, we have Drop
Boxes in both stores, and will be setting up Direct Debits from bank
accounts if the interest is there.  Donations from Canadians are also
tax deductible using the annual receipt our church can issue.

If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact
our wardens, lay ministers, or treasurer, and we would be glad to
answer your questions.

We ask that you take a moment and consider YOUR Church. 

George Sheppard (warden/lay minister) (709) 681-3030
Sam Sheppard (warden) (709) 681-2894
Ruth Travers (lay minister) (709) 681-2018
Lorraine (lay minister) (709) 681-2206

The original letter was signed by the above four officials.

ST JAMES CHURCH, LARK HARBOUR
2011

This is the view you will have of St James Anglican Church as you
approach it on Route 450 from York Harbour.  For those of you who
grew up in our two towns it is a sight so familiar that you probably
never even thought about it except to go round the back for a smoke
when you came out of school at recess or lunchtime!

If you lived in York Harbour this would be a very familiar sight
every school day, and it still is, for today’s students who are so many
fewer than they were in years gone by.  In those days there was a
Sunday School every week at church, attended by as many as 40 or 50
children on special occasions.

In 1982, when the Gymnasium (visible at extreme left of this
picture) was built, St James All-Grade School enrolment peaked at
about 350 with 23 full-time teachers, a Music program and a Shop
Classroom where technical courses were taught.  Those, we might
say, were “the good old days”, when we had a fish plant in town and
there was work for about 50 people much of the year.  But that was
stolen from us almost 20 years ago, and the building demolished after
a false promise that it was to be rebuilt.

Since then, much  has changed.  School enrolment is down to a
few more than 100, and Sunday School was cancelled last fall due to
lack of membership.

As the letter at left suggests, can you imagine how shocked you
would be if you returned to Lark Harbour for a visit or maybe even to
retire here?  Instead of St James Church greeting you on the corner,
you would find nothing remaining but a patch of grass, maybe a
couple of flower beds, and perhaps a tree or two?

If our church has to close due to lack of support, it will be
deconsecrated and put up for sale.  But what can you do with a
building of that size in two small towns totalling less than a thousand
people?  It is too big to be a grocery store, but there is one just across
the road.  It might be possible to convert it into apartments, but who
would live in them?  Or into a concert hall or a movie theatre, but
again, huge TV screens and dozens of channels to choose from, who
goes to a small theatre that can’t afford to show the latest movies.

So think seriously about your old home town and church, and help
us preserve it for you to bring your children and grandchildren to see
where you were baptised, confirmed and perhaps married.

It’s all part of your family history. — SLH 



The BLOW•ME•DOWNER          Issue 121        2018 May 04 FridayPage 4

EFFECTS  OF THE TRUMP TARIFFS
º WHY THEY CAN BE SO DANGEROUS »

America and China have entered into a tariff war and it is uncertain
how long it will last, or what effect it may eventually have on world
trade.  Tariffs are simply a form of tax that one country may apply on
goods imported from another.  While it may look like an effective
measure to protect home industries, in the long term it has the
opposite result, because the affected country will immediately apply
tariffs of its own.  The Trump Government has applied tariffs against
China as a punishment for what the Americans claim is “dumping” of
certain products — in this case, steel — at prices below American
steel production in its own foundries.  This, says Trump, is unfair
trade because American manufacturers will normally buy at the lowest
prices they can, even if all else is not equal.

But before the heavy-handed imposition of tariffs, there should be
honest, intense and meaningful discussion between the two countries. 
Tariffs have proved to be clumsy and harmful in the past because they
increase artificially the cost of the goods involved, and that cost will
as always be borne by the consumer, in this case both the American
and Chinese public.

Meanwhile, China has announced a tariff plan of its own against
Trump’s America.  The affected products are corn, pork, ethanol,
soybeans and other agricultural products which are important to
farmers in the heartland of Trump’s electoral support.  China has
made some very shrewd choices to counter Trump’s action, although
they will of course hurt Chinese citizens who will either have to pay
higher prices or not buy those products.

Canada has so far avoided the imposition of American tariffs by
arguing that trade value between our two countries varies, but is
practically equal over the long term.  We have been granted a reprieve
for the moment, but there is no long term guarantee :  if Trump gets
out of bed on the wrong side one morning, we may be faced with
tariffs also.

So why should Canada be concerned?  The short answer is that we
shouldn’t, for the moment.  However if the tariffs are increased or
applied to other products into the long term they will hurt the
industries involved in both countries, and workers will be laid off. 
Other countries will be affected, and stock markets will fall.

If you have no direct investments in the stock market, you may
think it is of no concern to you.  But if you receive a pension, whether
from government or an employer for whom you worked in the past,
you should be aware that the funds that provide your pension are
invested in the stock market.  If the market then falls or, worse still,
outright collapses, so will your pension and the pensions of many
others.  That will then in turn jump start a chain reaction of increasing
unemployment causing more layoffs which will spread into other
industries and other countries as yet not affected.  It is much like the
spread of a serious infection like the Plague of the Middle Ages or the
Ebola epidemic of a few years ago.  A vicious downward spiral has
thus begun, and once begun, it will be very difficult if not impossible
to remedy.  Unemployment will continue to increase, snowballing into
a full scale economic depression in which everyone, even the very
wealthy, will suffer.  And it will affect not just America and China, but
Canada also, and every other trading country on earth, simply because
every country, even a pariah like North Korea, is involved in
international trade. üüü

Many believe that was how the Great
Depression of the 1930s began.  And
there is no quick and easy method to
defeat it.  For much of the decade poverty
reigned.  At the same time several years
of drought caused the Dust Bowl in the
western regions of North America with
death by famine and starvation resulting
in even more distress.  Read John
Steinbeck’s 1939 novel The Grapes of
Wrath for a very moving account of
survival of the fictional Joad family
during the Depression.  An excellent film
based on the book was made in 1940
starring Henry Fonda as Tom Joad.

The only way that economic disaster can be avoided is for Trump
to return to his senses and stop making enemies of some of his most
important trading partners.  Canada, Mexico, and China are perhaps
the most involved in trade with America, but there are others.  As
previously mentioned, Canada has for the moment been given a
reprieve, but Trump is so volatile and inconsistent that he could
change his mind at any moment, as he has done on other issues, and
there is no group within Congress with the guts to stand up to him.

Cynically, one has to suppose that so many of the Congress
members, both Senators and Representatives, are more concerned
with the short-sighted retaining of their seats in the approaching
November 2018 election than they are with the overall well-being of 
their own nation or the planet.  This is a pathetically shameful 
attitude.  Those Congress members should be ashamed of their lack
of courage and mindful of the last line in their national anthem — the
Land of the Free and the Home of the Brave.  In the meantime, chaos
persists and an incompetent braggart of a President continues his
blundering destruction.

Trump’s attitude to other nations, his insistence that he is right and
they are wrong, is destroying international trust and respect in ways
no leader of a free nation has done in recent history.  Moreover, this
President’s moral standing is questionable in a variety of ways and 
is therefore endangering the principles he claims to uphold.  As a
consequence he is placing his own country and its allies in
unprecedented and needless risk.  

So far in this Presidency there has been no real evidence that
anyone among the many critics of his behaviour in a position to act is
prepared to do so.  Tom Steyer’s petition NEED to IMPEACH   is
the one bright star in a sky of inaction against the leader of a
rudderless country that seems to have lost its way.

— SLH

HERE IS A QUESTION FOR YOU:

What would you guess is the English word most frequently used by
American Federal politicians, especially Donald Trump, when
speaking on tv, etc? Email blowmedowner@gmail.com with your
suggestion.  It is a single word, but not “fake” or “fake news”.  

Results will be announced in next month’s BMD if I get any
replies.  The prize if you win?  Kudos, and free issues of the BMD as
long as it continues to be published.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ebola_virus_disease
http://fortune.com/2018/03/04/did-tariffs-cause-the-great-depression/
http://fortune.com/2018/03/04/did-tariffs-cause-the-great-depression/
http://fortune.com/2018/03/04/did-tariffs-cause-the-great-depression/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Grapes_of_Wrath
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Grapes_of_Wrath
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Grapes_of_Wrath
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Grapes_of_Wrath_(film)#Cast
https://www.needtoimpeach.com/
mailto:blowmedowner@gmail.com
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Click on this picture to see more
of the Wall’s beauty!

THE GREAT WALL OF TRUMP

“Fact Is Stranger than Fiction”

Every so often history throws up a gem that you just can't believe
really happened.  This is the case with Donald Trump's beloved Wall. 
Its effectiveness is criticised by many knowledgeable authorities who
opine that it might keep a few unwanted immigrants out, but it is
unlikely to be the kind of solution Trump hopes for.  To prevent
scaling of the Wall, armed guards may be needed at strategic points,
with orders to shoot if necessary.  Should the President of the USA
condone such treatment of women and children?

Trump is not the first President to demand a physical barrier to
keep unwanted persons out, nor will he be the first to build one : as of
January 2009, US Customs and Border Protection reported more than
580 miles (930 km) of barriers already in place, along a total length
of 1,989 miles (3,201 km) of continental border.

There may never be a completely effective
method (except killing them) of keeping
unwanted immigrants out, but in this age of high
technology there are other effective preventive
measures 1, less controversial and also cheaper,
than the US$21 billion price tag (some have
suggested as much as US$33 billion) that has
been estimated as a possible cost of completion. 
Imagine that!  Perhaps they should have had such
a wall in 1885 when Donald’s grandfather Friedrich Trump (1869-
1918) arrived from Kallstadt, Germany, then a part of Bavaria. 
Friedrich, like his grandson Donald, was guilty of avoiding military
service while in Bavaria where he had returned to be married.  For
that, he lost his Bavarian citizenship.  Friedrich was a second cousin
of Henry J Heinz, founder of the H J Heinz Company.

As well as not being the first American President who wanted to
build an international defensive wall, if he succeeds he will join a list
of leaders of other nations who had the same idea: the Great Wall of
China is the best known.  It is the longest man-made structure in the
world, measuring 21,196 km or 13,170 miles.

Other less famous Walls, some ancient, some modern, include:- 
# the Berlin Wall, destroyed in 1989.  It was built for a similar

purpose, but it lacks the history and the spectacular vistas of the
Great Wall of China;

# the DMZ wall separating North and South Korea;
# Hadrian’s Wall and Antonine’s Wall.  These two walls were built 

by the Romans across the boundary region between England and
Scotland in 122 and 142AD to protect the northern limit of the
Roman Empire from Scottish invasion.  Antonine’s Wall, further
north, was built of wood and turf and was soon abandoned;  

# two walls in North Africa, separating the cities of Ceuta and
Melilla from Morocco.  They are part of Spain, but in Africa;

# walls around Israel’s West Bank, the Gaza Strip, and Jerusalem;
# a wall dividing the city of Nicosia, Cyprus, into areas of Turkish

and Greek influence;
# walls between India and Pakistan;
# a wall in Belfast, separating Northern Ireland and the Republic of

Eire.  This wall still exists but plans were being made to tear it
down because it was no longer needed, until Brexit;

# a wall between Malaysia and Thailand to deter smugglers.

The above list includes several modern Walls, showing that they are
not as unusual as we might expect in this age of hi-tech.  But even in
such jealously guarded locations as the Korean DMZ (Demilitarised
Zone) they are not notably successful, and they do require armed
guards to apprehend persons attempting to climb or undermine them. 
That was illustrated recently in the Korean DMZ and during the
lifetime of the Berlin Wall.

Most ancient walls, but not all the modern ones, were originally
designed for defence and may therefore be categorised as hostile. 
These include Berlin; N & S Korea; Cyprus; India & Pakistan; and
the Belfast Wall.  Over the centuries the ancient examples have
become tourist attractions, of which the Great Wall of China is one.

Trump’s rhetoric describing Mexicans as “rapists and murderers”
clearly illustrates his jaundiced opinion of brown people, when most
southern border towns have lower crime rates than others, and it does
not require a great stretch of reason to classify his Mexican Wall as
a hostile structure at this time.  But in future years it may be judged 
redundant, and if it is not dismantled, sections of it may become
popular tourist attractions, as an anachronism or even a folly 2.  In the
meantime, it will stand as a monument to an aberrant period in
American history and will be named after its creator.

Despite Trump’s
claim that, in his own
words, his Wall will
b e  “ b i g  a n d
b e a u t i f u l ” ,  t h e
pictures of the eight
prototypes that have
been displayed do not
bear out that claim. 
Nor can the Wall be
camouflaged with
trees, painted designs,
or anything else as
this would partly defeat its purpose by providing concealment for
anyone attempting to climb it.  — SLH

AFTERTHOUGHTS

Trump will probably go down in history as America’s Humpty
Dumpty President.  One is also reminded of the forgotten king,
Ozymandias, in Shelley’s poem that bears his name :

I met a traveller from an antique land,
Who said—Two vast and trunkless legs of stone
Stand in the desert. . . . Near them, on the sand,
Half sunk a shattered visage lies, whose frown,
And wrinkled lip, and sneer of cold command,
Tell that its sculptor well those passions read
Which yet survive, stamped on these lifeless things,
The hand that mocked them, and the heart that fed;
And on the pedestal, these words appear:
“My name is Ozymandias, King of Kings;
Look on my Works, ye Mighty, and despair!”
Nothing beside remains. Round the decay
Of that colossal Wreck, boundless and bare,
The lone and level sands stretch far away.

1   For example, drones, sensors, satellite, radar, CCTV monitoring

2    Definition of a folly : “An ornamental building of no practical use, usually
designed to imitate architecture of an earlier age, especially Gothic”.  Follies were
very popular among the rich in England from about 1700 to 1850.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick_Trump
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick_Trump
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/us-politics/donald-trump-grandfather-germany-letter-deportation-us-bavaria-dreamers-a7903071.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/us-politics/donald-trump-grandfather-germany-letter-deportation-us-bavaria-dreamers-a7903071.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_J._Heinz
https://www.travelchinaguide.com/china_great_wall/facts/
https://www.travelchinaguide.com/china_great_wall/facts/
http://allthatsinteresting.com/modern-border-walls-photos
http://www.britainexpress.com/History/follies.htm
http://www.businessinsider.com/trump-border-wall-construction-prototypes-photos-cbp-2017-10?op=0#which-one-will-he-choose-16
http://www.businessinsider.com/trump-border-wall-construction-prototypes-photos-cbp-2017-10?op=0#which-one-will-he-choose-16
http://www.businessinsider.com/trump-border-wall-construction-prototypes-photos-cbp-2017-10?op=0#which-one-will-he-choose-16
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A MATTER OF CONCERN FOR ALL
WHO CARE ABOUT OUR ENVIRONMENT

AND THE OCEAN SURROUNDING US

The following is an excerpt from an email I received recently. 
If you are concerned about the Natural Environment and the
risk of damage it may sustain from oil spills, please read this
letter from the Council of Canadians.  It is related directly to
offshore Nova Scotia, but a major oil spill off the coast of that
province could have disastrous effects on Newfoundland also,
especially the fishery on the south and east coasts. — SLH   

FROM THE EMAIL OF THE COUNCIL OF CANADIANS

The Council of Canadians has just learned that Big Oil giant BP is in
the process of moving a massive oil rig to offshore Nova Scotia where
it has received approval from the Canadian government to begin
drilling exploratory wells.

BP could start drilling just days from now – and the risk of an
environmental disaster is simply too great for you and me to ignore.

To make matters worse, BP is on the move without obtaining a
final permit from the Canada-Nova Scotia Offshore Petroleum
Board (CNSOPB), an unelected board of mostly former oil industry
executives with a conflicting mandate of both promoting oil and gas
development and protecting the marine environment. This is the same
board that would be given more power in federal environmental
assessments under Bill C-69, currently being debated.

If the name BP sounds familiar it’s for good reason. It’s the same
company responsible for the Deepwater Horizon disaster in the
Gulf of Mexico – the largest marine oil spill ever recorded.

Now BP is eyeing new sources of oil offshore Nova Scotia and has
federal approval to drill nearly twice the depth of the Deepwater
Horizon well.

A spill would be devastating to area marine life, and the fishing
and tourism industries that are the lifeblood of Nova Scotia’s
economy. For example, BP intends to drill 70 km east of the Gully
Marine Protected Area and 50 km Northeast of Sable Island National
Park, threatening endangered species like the Right Whale and
thousands of sustainable fishery and tourism jobs.

The risk is even greater offshore Nova Scotia, where stopping and
containing a ruptured well is made more difficult by virtue of the
harsher conditions of the North Atlantic.

In January, the Trump administration proposed opening almost all
U.S. federal waters to similar offshore oil and gas drilling. Both
Democrats and Republicans from 12 Atlantic coastal states, including
almost all of Nova Scotia’s closest American neighbours, have
unanimously opposed the proposal citing unacceptable risk.

That’s why we must stop this reckless plan before it starts!

EDITOR’S  COMMENTS

I think the kind of response the Council of Canadians is making has
become particularly important since Donald Trump became
President of the USA.  He declared in his election platform that he
would dismantle many of the measures made by previous US
governments to protect the environment in the USA and the waters
surrounding it.  He has done so already in many offshore areas and
some American National Parks.  Unfortunately we can only expect
that with environmental consciousness coming under attack in the
USA, the same will happen here in Canada.

And already it is happening.  This offshore drilling move by BP
is in Canadian waters, with some permission from Canada.  It is
probably the first of many such moves that we will need to be aware
of and to oppose if we wish to keep our oceans clean for our fisheries
and leisure use as we face increased pressure to relax or cancel such
regulations in Canada also.  Remember the fracking arguments of a
few years ago?  How soon before we are faced with fresh assaults
from those oil companies too?

Multinational companies like BP, Monsanto, and many others
have greater resources than manysmall and medium-sized countries,
and they can exert pressure that governments cannot easily resist,
and some do not even want to try.  This is where we, the gemeral
public, can exert influence.  The Council of Canadians is one such
group that can be effective.  It is a charity but in order to remain
independent it receives no support from any government.

— SLH  

If you are concerned about this matter and would like to support
the Council of Canadians, by signing their petition and/or by giving
financial support, please contact them by any of the following
methods:

You can securely donate :-
online at Council of Canadians
by phone at 1-800-387-7177 
or by mail at The Council of Canadians

300-251 Bank Street
Ottawa, ON, K2P 1X3

Further information at: inquiries@canadians.org
https://canadians.org

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/CouncilofCDNS
Tweets @CouncilofCDNS

ABOUT THE COUNCIL OF CANADIANS

The Council of Canadians is Canada’s leading grassroots social action
group.  For 33 years our work has remained 100 per cent independent
and funded by generous donations from people like you. We do not
accept corporate or government funding, and never have.

Council of Canadians is a volunteer organisation depending entirely
on donations.  However due to its political work, it is not a registered
charity. It is therefore unable to provide charitable receipts for
donations.

https://secure.canadians.org/page/22539/donate/1?ea.url.id=1325470
mailto:inquiries@canadians.org
https://canadians.org
https://www.facebook.com/CouncilofCDNS
https://twitter.com/CouncilofCDNs
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The Myth : THAT THE DEVELOPING WORLD
OWES A DEBT TO AMERICA

The Truth : READ ON

There is a myth put out by many politicians in America and some in
Canada, that other countries have been taking advantage of us and
owe us financially by depending on us to protect them with our
military forces and our assistance grants and loans.  In fact it is just
that, a myth, and not true.  But those who believe it also believe that
it is time to correct it by changing the circumstances.  

Essentially, they claim that the countries where Western forces are
operating are in effect almost subsidising those they are protecting.
To a point it is true, but not entirely.  It is true that America pays a
very high cost for altruistic reasons, but also because it is very
definitely in their own interest to prevent strife which may spread
further and directly harm the West.  Some Canadians too, believe that
it is time to correct the situation in their own favour.  But the
imbalance is not as clear as many would have us believe, and may
even be totally incorrect.

For many years now, America, Canada, and other Western nations
have been ‘stealing’ the educated people of the developing countries,
who are often well qualified and have received schooling in the West
at the expense of their native land or of their parents.  These young
persons are attending colleges in North America, and frequently  after
qualifying they do not return to work in their native land, but instead
stay where they trained and continue working there, finally taking
citizenship of their host country.

The sad fact is that many of these educated young persons have
been targeted by American business, hospitals, schools, etc, and
offered salaries far higher than those their native land can afford, and
they remain in America for the rest of their lives.  They are readily
accepted as immigrants and seldom return to their native land except
perhaps for visits.

In this way, wealthy developed nations are in fact stealing wealth
in the form of valuable human resources from poorer countries.  
These young educated citizens remain in the West because there they
can earn far higher salaries than they ever could in their native lands. 

I know this personally.  I was one of those young people, although
my experience was not so extreme as it would be for a person from an
African or Asian country back in the 1960s when I emigrated.

Born in England, I had earned a scholarship to university so that
all my tuition, textbooks and living expenses for three years (English
Bachelor’s degree programs require three years as opposed to North
America’s four years) were paid for by the County in which I had
grown up.  I could not live in luxury on my scholarship, but it was
adequate.  In each of the three terms of the university year I received
£240 sterling when I enrolled for the term.  When I finished university
I had my degree, and I had accumulated no debt.

In 1962 I became a teacher in a modern British high school where
I earned £700 per year.  It was a small salary, but possible to live on
with care.  However at that time my wife and I decided to buy a
house, and we needed a mortgage.  My salary was sufficient to qualify
for a mortgage, but regulations restricted my borrowing to 25% of my
income as a safety precaution to ensure that we did not take on a
mortgage too expensive for us to pay.  As it worked out, that was an
excellent limit, because a year into the mortgage, interest rates began
to rise, and so did our monthly payments.  We were having trouble
making ends meet. 

So we began to look at possibilities for emigration.  There was no
lack of teaching jobs being offered all over the world.  We finally
opted for one in Canada, and I was accepted quickly.  They even paid
our relocation expenses.  By the end of my teaching in England I was
earning £1,100 yearly: but when I began working in the Province of
Québec, Canada, where I received C$6,000 yearly.  By current
conversion rates my £1,100  was equal to only about C$3,300, so by
moving to Canada I virtually doubled my annual income.  And to cap
it all off, at the end of my first year of teaching in Canada, all Québec
teachers received a good salary increase.  Mine increased from
$6,000 to $7,000 overnight.  After teaching in England for five years,
we had not been able to buy a new car and we had to borrow for that,
a 1957 model which we bought in 1964.  Before we had been in
Canada a year, we were able to buy a brand new car, although we had
to borrow some money for it, but that was no hardship.  Three years
later I returned to university for a year to add to my educational
qualifications which again added more to my salary.

I often feel guilty about leaving England for a higher salary.  But
then, after thinking about the fact that when I left, my stepfather was
earning three times my salary operating a forklift in a warehouse, I
don’t feel so bad.  But when I consider that I was one of a large
number of teachers, doctors, nurses, engineers, and other
professionals who emigrated from England and other European
countries to the more prosperous countries of North America, I feel
a bit guilty.  The ocean liner that brought us to Canada in 1967 had
200 teachers among its passengers, mostly teachers.  Most of these
immigrants to Canada were people trained and experienced in trades
and professions who were emigrating to more lucrative jobs in
Canada.

America in particular, and other Western nations to a lesser
degree, including Canada, have been plundering trained professionals
and craftsmen from poorer countries for many years.  So let it not be
said (as Trump and many Americans are saying) that the world owes
America a great debt.  Instead the truth is that America owes the rest
of the world a debt to compensate for the theft of so many of its
educated young professionals and skilled craftsmen.  Certainly the
West needs such people, but so do the Old World and the developing
countries, and they need them even more if they are to become the
proud, independent and successful countries they aspire to be.  

America seems to have conveniently forgotten the great
inscription inside the base of the Statue of Liberty, while Trump’s
philosophy, and increasingly that of the American Republican Party,
no longer welcomes the poor and downtrodden of the world:

Give me your tired, your poor, 
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, 
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore. 
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tossed to me, 
I lift my lamp beside the golden door! 

The Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation, Inc.

Ironically, much of the prosperity of America and Canada is created
by trained and experienced immigrants whose education was provided
by and lost by their native lands.  That education is now benefiting
and enriching North America! — SLH
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ODDS  and  ENDS

K  I have always found TV and radio advertisements very irritating. 
There is a TV ad for a weight loss diet product that plays very
regularly on several channels.  People appear on the screen, bragging
about how much weight they have lost — often 20, 30 or even more
pounds — by using that product for a few weeks .

But is that so remarkable?  When I was in the hospital I lost 30
pounds in about a month with no special diet except regular hospital
food, and I ate everything I was given!  Due to being in a hospital bed
most of the time, I was not getting much exercise, either.

K A large part of the platform Donald Trump ran on and which
secured the election for him in November 2016, was “Drain the
Swamp”.  Most people surely believed that he meant something along
the lines of “Get rid of corruption”, or perhaps, “Make politicians
honest”.

Yet this President has probably lied more in his 15 months in
office than the last dozen presidents, even including Richard Nixon,
lied in their entire terms in office.

Many of Trump’s lies have been so blatant that they have
frequently contradicted his own statements of only a day or so earlier. 
Many of his lies have also directly and  shamelessly impugned others,
even innocent people, and he has not been challenged.  Indeed some
of his supporters have defended his lying and made excuses for him.

Hopefully he will be called before the Mueller investigation and
will be caught out in his lies which, if we can believe what has been
said by many who should know, would result in his being charged
with obstruction of justice.  Why has it not happened already? 
Perhaps because the Republican Party has sold out and refused to act.

How can a country which claims to be the leader of the free world
allow this to continue?   America’s Founding Fathers, especially
George Washington who, according to tradition, never told a lie, must
be spinning in their graves!

How long will it take the world, and the country all Americans
claim to love, to recover from the damage done by this degenerate
lying President?

K It is common knowledge that Trump has been spending money like
a drunken sailor.  He has increased spending on the US military and
on infrastructure.  Both are needed but both are costly.  They provide
jobs, too, which in turn add to the taxes collected on income. 
However neither military nor infrastructure spending increase the
nation’s wealth, just as, for example, when you install a new roof on
your house, it improves your home’s capital value, but it either
reduces your savings or increases your debt.

It is expected that Trump’s large current expenditures will cause
increased borrowing by the US Government, and this will increase
interest rates, not just for Americans, but for the entire world,
including Canada.  The American economy is so big — government
spending there is described in trillions, not in millions of dollars like
ours – so that every country, including Canada, will be affected over
the next decade or much longer.  So hang on to your savings for that
rainy day because, like this winter of 2018, it may last much longer
than we might expect.   A billionaire’s income may be reduced by 

even 50%, and he will still be a millionaire.  But we will find our
purchasing power shrinking to levels that make life much harder.   

K For the first time since the Armistice of 1953 on the Korean
Peninsula the leaders of North and South Korea have met and shaken
hands with smiles.  So who can claim credit for this significant but
uncertain change in moods?  Is it the result of efforts by the two
leaders?  Or is it a result of United Nations diplomats working behind
the scenes?  Or can Donald Trump claim that his loudly proclaimed
dispute settlement ability has borne some fruit and brought the two
sides closer?

Like everything else, it is the result of many factors.  But we must
not allow hope to run away with us.  Nor must we ignore the
possibility of success.  Something, though, has changed.  Perhaps all
the above conditions, and more, have played their parts to bring about
this meeting that could stand out as a beacon of hope in a century that
has seen more major wars than any other.

Only a few months ago the Twenty-First Winter Olympic Games
were held in South Korea.  Have these Winter Games achieved
something that the Summer Games and countless other international
efforts so far have not?

If the agreement develops and survives, great changes are ahead. 
The two leaders have plans to demilitarise the Peninsula and to
remove all nuclear devices.  It’s hard to reconcile this with Kim Jong
Un’s determination to develop his own nukes, so will he find some
way to keep what he has spent such great efforts to create? 

Given all the past Olympic events, including the 10th Modern
Olympiad in Berlin in 1936 when Hitler tried unsuccessfully to use it
to demonstrate Aryan superiority, the Olympic Games do not seem to
have advanced the cause of World Peace any more than other events
have.  Maybe these Games also will have no long-term effect, and may
fail.  As the old proverb says, There’s many a slip twixt cup and lip. 
But the general consensus seems to be “cautious optimism”.  So let’s
remember the old joke about lawyers at the bottom of the Mariana
Trench, the deepest chasm of the Pacific Ocean at a depth of 10,994
metres or 36,070 feet — IT’S A GOOD START!

https://www.cnn.com/2018/01/02/politics/donald-trump-lies-fact-checker/index.html
https://www.britannica.com/event/Berlin-1936-Olympic-Games
https://www.britannica.com/event/Berlin-1936-Olympic-Games
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mariana_Trench
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mariana_Trench
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Eddie Joyce, MHA

Don Downer, past Chairman, WRWMB

Ches Crosbie Tony Wakeham

EDDIE JOYCE
MHA, HUMBER-BAY OF ISLANDS

ACCUSED OF BULLYING

I can’t say I know Eddie Joyce well, though I have known him for
many years.  I have always found him to be a most honourable man
who takes his work seriously and puts out his best effort for the
people of his electoral district and for Newfoundland-Labrador as a
whole.  I was therefore extremely shocked when I discovered in
recent news that he was being accused of harassment or bullying other
Members of the House of Assembly.  As of yesterday, Thursday 2018
April 26, Mr Joyce is no longer in charge of a ministerial portfolio,
nor is he a member of the Liberal Caucus.  Instead he is sitting as an
Independent MHA.

So far no details have been provided about the complaint against
Mr Joyce, other than that of harassment or bullying, but no details
have as yet been provided to us, the public.  Considering that the first
rumours began to surface last fall, and now, six months later, we still
do not know any more, except that nothing of a physical or sexual
nature has been mentioned.  However it is high time for details to
enable a resolution one way or another.

Eddie has a long history of work in Newfoundland politics, going
back some 40 years, and to my knowledge there have been no
previous complaints against him.  He was re-elected in a vote of about
85% over his opponents in the last Provincial election, a result that
illustrates well the trust his constituents have in him.  His constituents
know and respect him, and he has that rare personable quality of
being able to recall their names when he meets them informally.  

It is to be hoped that Mr Joyce’s accusers (Tracey Perry MHA,
Cape La Hune & Sherry Gambin-Walsh, Service NL MInister) will
make public the charges to allow him to defend himself and for us the
electors in his District to decide for ourselves on the facts.  He was
elected as a Liberal, but as of yesterday he has no party standing in
the House of Assembly.  In the meantime he is functioning
uncertainly, with good support from the many who believe in his
consistent integrity over the years, but under a cloud of opprobrium
on the part of some opponents.

A few days ago Don Downer, past Chairman of the Western
Region Waste Management Board, came forward with comments of
his own saying that in meetings he had with MHA Joyce on matters
relating to the Waste Management Board, dealings were “a terrible,
intimidating experience.”  As well as knowing Mr Joyce personally,
I also know Mr Downer personally, having worked with him for many
years when both he and I worked with the Western Integrated School
Board.  I am therefore placed in a quandary, and would not wish to
take sides.  I have had no conflicting experiences with either Mr
Joyce or Mr Downer.  In my experience both gentlemen have always

been persons with whom I was able to work satisfactorily.     
It is important that this matter should be resolved with the least

delay possible.  In the last day or two, more complaints have surfaced,
and a resolution is urgently needed.  We as residents of Mr Joyce’s
Electoral District need to be able to return to a stable relationship with
our elected MHA.

We look forward to a speedy resolution of this unfortunate matter.
— SLH

NL PC PARTY LEADERSHIP
CONVENTION

On Saturday April 28 the Progressive Conservative Party of
Newfoundland & Labrador elected a new leader. 
 
Both candidates — 
Ches Crosbie, well-known St John’s lawyer, son of John Crosbie

and
Tony Wakeham, resident of Kippens, near Stephenville, with a long
career in public service in the Health field
— are highly competent men, and either one could be a very
creditable party leader.

Voting was conducted on a points system in which each of the 40
electoral districts was allocated 100 points ased on each candidate’s
share of the vote.The final count was:-

Ches Crosbie 2,298.92 or   57.47%    Elected
Tony Wakeham 1,701.08 or   42.53%

Total Points 4,000.00 or 100.00%

We wish both gentlemen success in their future work for the people of
the Province of Newfoundland & Labrador in the House of Assembly
or wherever their new responsibilities take them.


