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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

LH=Lark Harbour         YH=York Harbour          JB=John’s Beach
HC=Holy Communion   MP=Morning Prayer    EP=Evening Prayer
P&P=Prayer & Praise     HB=Baptism       MHS=Mem Hymn Sing

        M = Full Moon
 The BMD is published on or before the first Friday of each month.

2018                                FEBRUARY                               2018

  1st Thur
  4th Sun
11th Sun
18th Sun LH, 7:00pm, EP, lunch, & Parish Annual Meeting
25th Sun

2018                                    M ARCH                                 2018

  1st Thur M   Full Moon
  4th Sun  
11th Sun Daylight Saving begins - clocks ahead one hour
18th Sun
25th Sun
31st Sat M   Full Moon

2018                                     APRIL                                     2 018

  1st EASTER SUNDAY
29th Sun M   Full Moon

2018                           ADVANCE DATES                         2 018

May  29th Tues M   Full Moon
June  28th Thur M   Full Moon
July     1st Sun Canada Day

    27th Fri M   Full Moon
Aug   26th Sun M   Full Moon
Sep     3rd Mon Labour Day

   24th Mon M   Full Moon
Oct   24th Wed M   Full Moon
Nov    4th Sat Daylight Saving ends - clocks back one hour

   23rd Fri M   Full Moon
Dec  22nd Sat M   Full Moon

   25th Tues Christmas Day

BUSINESS & ORGANISATION DIRECTORY

! Byrne’s Store, Main Street. York Harbour 

groceries, hardware, gas & diesel, souvenirs 681-2040
wandastrickland@outlook.com

! Captain Cook B&B & Cottages, York Harbour 
Email:  info@captaincookbb.ca 681-2906; 1-877-681-2906

! Captain Cook’s Galley, 135 Little Port Rd, Lark Harbour
Restaurant - Seasonal - Call for information                681-2777

! Creative Photography by Linda, 131 Main St, Lark Hr
Email: creativephotographyraphybylinda9@gmail.com
131 Main St, Lark Harbour                       709 681-2255

! Curling ONE Stop Service Station, Corner Brook 
366 Curling Street, automotive repairs, servicing        785-2619

! Drop In Lounge, 23 Main Street, Lark Harbour 
entertainment, food, licenced                 681-2103

! Eddie Joyce, MHA, Bay of Islands, Corner Brook 
Minister, House of Assembly, St John’s. NL 634-7883

! Gudie Hutchings, MP, Long Range Mountains, NL
Member of Parliament, Canada. 709 637-4540

! Marlaine’s Tidewatcher Café, 59 Main Street, Lark Hr
Enjoy a meal beside the Harbour  681-2140

! Sheppard’s Clover Farm Store, Lark Harbour  
groceries, hardware, gas, marine supplies       681-2160

! The Roost, Gift Shop and Gallery, York Harbour
sea glass, paintings, handmade glass beads        681-2341

file:///|//blowmedowner@gmail.com
http://www.blowmedowner.webs.com/
http://www.captaincookbb.ca/
mailto:info@captaincookbb.ca
file:///|//https///www.google.ca/maps/uv?hl=en&pb=!1s0x4b7b90c23b788583%3A0x99d667416d26e6e6!2m22!2m2!1i80!2i80!3m1!2i20!16m16!1b1!2m2!1m1!1e1!2m2!1m1!1e3!2m2!1m1!1e5!2m2!1m1!1e4!2m2!1m1!1e6!3m1!7e115!4s%2Fmaps%2Fplace%2FCaptain%2BCook%27s%2BGalley%2C%2BRestaurant%2C%2B
http://www.creativephotography-bylinda.com/
mailto:creativephotographybylinda@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/DropInLounge/
http://www.assembly.nl.ca/members/cms/EddieJoyce.htm
http://ghutchings.liberal.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/tidewatchercafe/
http://bobsnewfoundland.com/the-roost.html
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Obituary

JAMES WINFREY BATT
1944 November 16 - 2017 December 31

York Harbour, NL

J A M E S  B A T T  p a s s e d
peacefully away Sunday,
Dec 31, 2017 at his
residence at the age of 73
years.

He left to mourn with
fond and loving memories
his wife Glenys, of 49 years; 
his children: Marjorie,
Jeannine and his son James
(Bobbi); grandsons: Ben,
Shawn, James, and William; 
granddaughters: Tanita,
Candace, Amanda, Tamara, Samantha, Amelia, Angelina and
Anastasia and nine great grandchildren;  brothers: Byron, Sam, John,
Frank (Mary), Terry (Louise) and Gordon (Judy);  sisters: Joan, Ena
(Ray) and Mary (Derrick); brothers-in-law: Sterling, Gerald, Ross
(Diane) and Norm (Ann);  and a large circle of nieces, nephews, other
relatives and friends.  

James was predeceased by his parents, Russell and Marjorie Batt; 
his in-laws Aaron & Annie Peddle and his grandson Matthew. 

At his request, cremation has taken place. Visitation for family and
friends will be held Thursday, Jan 4, 2018 from Country Haven
Funeral Home, 167 Country Road, from the hours of 7 to 9 pm, from
where the service will take place on Friday, Jan 5, 2018 at 2pm from
Country Haven Funeral Home Chapel with Rev Roberta Woodman
officiating. Interment to take place at a later date. As expressions of
sympathy, flowers are graciously accepted or donations can be made
to a charity of one’s choice.  The guestbook for condolences can be
signed by visiting the website www.country-haven.ca.

We offer our most sincere condolences
to James’s family and friends

at this sad time of their bereavement.

A NOTE ABOUT SUBMITTING INFORMATION
FOR PUBLICATION

Local groups are invited to provide info about their activities. 
Personal announcements also accepted.  All at no cost. 
Include dates, times, locations, etc, of the event, and name & phone
number of person providing the information.
To ensure timely publication, please submit information
at least one week prior to the first day of the next month.

Call 681-2256 or email to blowmedowner@gmail.com

EVERY EFFORT IS MADE TO ENSURE ACCURACY, BUT THE EDITOR IS NOT

RESPONSIBLE FOR ERRORS EXCEPT TO CORRECT THEM IN A LATER ISSUE. 
LETTERS AND ARTICLES BY READERS WILL BE PUBLISHED AT

THE EDITOR’S DISCRETION, NAME WITHHELD IF REQUESTED.
ANONYMOUS INPUT WILL BE REJECTED.  

Obituary

Marie Olivia POTTLE
1941 August 16 - 2018 January 23

Lark Harbour, NL

It is with great sadness that the
family of the late Marie Olivia
Pottle announce her peaceful
passing on Tuesday, January 23rd,
2018 at the WMRH in her 76th
year. 

She leaves to mourn with fond
and loving memories, her children:
Sheila (Howard), Shawn (Roberta),
Beverly (Jim), Byron (Terri-Lynn),
Sheldon (Katie), Bobby (Sheri);
grandchildren: Cory (Melanie),
Christa (Kenneth), Angela (Jamie),
Ashley (Brad), Nicole (Matt),
Joanna, Evan (Mandy), Emma
(Steve), Dylan, Brandon (Alexandra), Chloe (Kyle), Noah, Kaylee, and
Nathaniel; great-grandchildren: Adam, Luke, Kendall, Ava, Landen,
Carly, Jacob, Jenny, and Brennan; brothers: Ronald Sheppard
(Geraldine), and Paul Sheppard (Pauline); sister Elizabeth Pennell
(Ralph); and also a large circle of nieces, nephews, relatives, and
friends. 

Marie was predeceased by her loving husband Maxwell Pottle;
parents: Georgina and Stephen Sheppard; grandson Adam Connolly;
sister Sylvia Gilbert; brothers-in-law: Raymond Gilbert, William
Snow, and Sherman Lacey; sister-in-law Jean Newman; and son-in-law
Gary Park. 

Visitation for family and friends took place on Friday, January 26,
2018 from the hours of 2 to 4 and 7 to 9pm at St James Anglican
Church in Lark Harbour from where the funeral service took place on
Saturday, January 27, 2018 at 2pm with Rev David Taylor officiating.

 As expressions of sympathy, flowers were graciously accepted, or
memorial donations could be made to the St James Anglican Church
Memorial Fund and/or the YH/LH Volunteer Fire Department.

We the family of the late Marie Pottle would like to express our
sincere thanks to all our friends and family for their love and support.
The thoughtfulness you have shown has helped ease our sorrow and
will always be remembered. We would also like to send a special
thank-you to Marie’s three special care workers: Bonnie Sheppard,
Emily Jesso, and Karen Sheppard.

The family guestbook can be signed by visiting
www.country-haven.ca. “Forever In Our Hearts”

We offer our sincerest condolences to Marie’s family
and friends during their sad bereavement.

FREE GIFT

If anyone would like a Christmas Cactus (see page 4 of the
BMD for December 2017) and contact me before the end of
April.  I will prepare a small rooted and potted plant for you in
a plastic pot during Spring and Summer, and give it to you in
the Fall as a free gift. 

http://www.country-haven.ca.
file:///|//<current%20document>blowmedowner@gmail.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schlumbergera
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Obituary

BARBARA ANN PENNELL
1959 AUGUST 15 - 2018 January 04

Lark Harbour, NL

With heavy hearts the family of
B a r b a r a  An n  P enn e l l
announced er passing at
Western Memorial Regional
Hospital on Thursday, January
4, 2018, at the age of 58 years.
Barbara was predeceased July
3, 2017 by her husband of 41
years, Foster, the love of her
life.
 She left to mourn: her
daughter Amanda (Michael),
mom’s baby and best friend; the pride and joy of her life were her two
grandchildren Nicholas and Nicole; her sisters Marie Park, Geraldine
Sheppard (Ronnie); her brothers Gerald (Edna), Scott (Rose);
sister-in-law to Maxine Park, Ralph  (Dossie), Freeman (Beatrice); her
special caregivers Edna Park and Wanda Sheppard; also a large circle
of nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends. 

Barbara was predeceased by her parents Ronald and Jessie Park;
parents-in-law: George and Annie Pennell; brother Melvin Park;
brothers-in-law Roland Pennell (Rebecca), Wilfred Pennell (Olive),
Jack Pennell (Ruby); and sisters-in-law Dorothy Sheppard (Reginald)
and Hazel Pennell. 

At Barbara’s request cremation has taken place. Visitation for
family and friends was held on Tuesday, January 9, 2018 from
St James Anglican Church, Lark Harbour, from the hours of 2-4pm
and 7-9pm. The funeral service was held on Wednesday, January 10,
2018 at 2pm with Rev David Taylor officiating. Interment will take
place at a later date. 

As expressions of sympathy donations were made to the family.
The guest book for condolences could be signed by visiting the
website www.country-haven.ca.

We offer our most sincere condolences
to Barbara’s family and friends

at this sad time of their bereavement

HERE’S  A  THOUGHT  FOR  YOU

Take a look at this webpage.  I have purposefully
not included the title here.  It may surprise you, or
make you change some of your opinions, and
perhaps even alter your outlook on some aspects
of your life. 

So take a moment to check it out.

Obituary

LILLIAN BOLAND
1926 July 17 - 2018 January 26

Corner Brook, NL

It was with great sadness that the
family of the late Lillian Boland
announced her passing on Friday,
January 26, 2018 at the Western
Memorial Regional Hospital at 91
years of age.

She left to mourn with fond and
loving memories, her daughters:
Bernice (Boland) Joyce, Judy
(Boland) Reid, Joy (Boland) Fudge
(Brian); her sons: Jim  Boland, Tom
Boland (Mary) and Ted Boland;
many grandchildren, great grandchildren and great-great
grandchildren, nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends; also a very
dear family friend Betty Webster, and nephew Bruce (Jean) Peddle.  

Lillian was predeceased by her husband John Boland;
granddaughter: Regina Joyce; daughters-in-law: Marjorie Boland
(Walsh) and Millie Boland (Webster); sons-in-law: Don Joyce Sr and 
Terry Reid; brothers: Jim Drover and Herb Drover; and sister: Liz
Peddle. 

Visitation took place on Saturday, January 27, 2018 from the hours
of 7-9pm and Sunday, January 28, 2018 from the hours of 2-4 and
7-9pm at Country Haven Funeral Home, 167 Country Road.  

A funeral service was held on Monday, January 29, 2018 at 2pm
from the Country Haven Funeral Home Chapel with Major Frank
Johnson officiating. Interment followed at Mount Patricia.

As expression of sympathy, flowers were graciously accepted or
memorial donations could be made to the SPCA. 

Lillian was a long standing member of the Royal Canadian Legion,
Branch 13; she was also a member of the Ladies Auxiliary Salvation
Army. The guestbook for condolences could be signed by visiting
www.country-haven.ca.

We offer our sincerest condolences to Lillian’s family
and friends during their sad bereavement

http://www.country-haven.ca.
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2018/jan/31/hunky-tory-attractive-people-more-likely-to-be-rightwing-study-finds?utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=GU+Today+main+NEW+H+categories&utm_term=262367&subid=20946921&CMP=EMCNEWEML6619I2
http://www.country-haven.ca.
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TWO VERY INFORMATIVE WEBSITES

FIRST INFORMATIVE WEBSITE
Freedom House is an independent organisation established in 1941
in response to Nazism and to study and report on the level of
freedom existing in each of the world's countries.  It is an
interesting website to visit when you are wondering how a country
compares in matters such as the level of freedom enjoyed by its
citizens.  Results are presented numerically, out of 100.

Visit the Freedom House website for a complete list of countries
surveyed and much more detailed information on a variety of topics
relating to each one.  Navigation of the website is a little confusing
sometimes, but familiarity helps.  Also for some topics a high score
indicates a desirable quality, while for others a low score is
desirable.  This is not always intuitive.

Freedom House has noted a slight decline in survey scores over
the last year or two for most countries.

Click HERE and you will arrive at Canada's 2018 Profile.  You can
then select other countries and years.

For general information about the Freedom in the World Survey
and how it is conducted, click HERE.  There is also a World Map
showing each country's status as FREE, PARTLY FREE, or NOT
FREE.

Below is a sampling of Survey scores achieved
over the last three years by countries of interest,
many of which have recently been in the news.

 FREEDOM IN THE WORLD 2018 
Freedom House ratings out of 100

0=Least Free, 100=Most Free

       2018     2017 2016

Finland     100       100  100
Norway     100  100      100
Sweden     100 100  100
Canada 99     99    99
Spain 95     94    95
Germany 94     95    95
UK 94     95    95
France 90     90    91
USA 86     89    90
S Korea 84     82    83
Argentina 83     82    79
Brazil 78     79    81
S Africa 78     78    79
Nigeria 50     50    48
Venezuela 26  30    35
Russia 20     20    22
China 14     15    16
Saudi Arabia     7     10    10
N Korea     3          3      3

SECOND INFORMATIVE WEBSITE
US News and World Report, the University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton
School of Business, and BAV Consulting rated Canada as SECOND
BEST after Switzerland, as having the best quality of life overall. 
Click HERE to review full details.

However the procedure here seems to be much less thorough and
exhaustive than the Freedom House listing at left.  Among other
limitations of this rating, it is a one-off testing instead of a year-by-year
process, and it lacks the detail of the Freedom House listing.

Personally, I prefer the Freedom House survey because of its
detailed testing and long-standing work.  But you, the reader, should
make your own choice.  In both cases Canada is very near the top. 
Maybe the truth lies somewhere between the two listings.  
Here are the top 25 countries in the world, according to this survey:

1.  Switzerland 14.  Finland
2.  Canada 15.  Italy
3.  Germany 16.  Singapore
4.   United Kingdom 17.  Austria
5. Japan 18.  Luxembourg
6.  Sweden 19.  Spain
7.  Australia 20.  China
8.  United States 21.  Ireland
9.  France 22.  South Korea
10.  The Netherlands 23.  United Arab Emirates
11.  Denmark 24.  Portugal
12.   Norway 25   India

 13.   New Zealand

FAREED ZAKARIA
A World-class Political Commentator

A very knowledgeable and
perspicacious commentator on
international political affairs is
FAREED ZAKARIA, (b.1964) a
writer for several news outlets
including CNN, and also a freelance
commentator in his own right.  His
insights are sharp and informative,
and are free of charge.  You may
subscribe without fee for his Global
Briefing HERE.  Unlike some
subscriptions, Fareed's Global
Briefing is as easy to cancel as it was
to sign up in the first place.  

I recommend Fareed's articles because, although  American, he
has a much broader international approach than many writers,
perhaps due to his Indian parentage and early life.  He regularly
criticises America's actions on the basis of how they affect not only the
United States, but also the rest of the world.  His commentaries are
unbiassed, clearly expressed, and syndicated in many of the most
prestigious news reporting organisations. — SLH 

https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/freedom-world-2018
https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/freedom-world-2018
https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/2018/canada
https://freedomhouse.org/report-types/freedom-world
https://www.theweathernetwork.com/news/articles/canada-ranked-second-best-country-in-the-world-in-2018-us-news-world-report/94271/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fareed_Zakaria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fareed_Zakaria#Political_views
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/1611fdf4b55ecb2a
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/1611fdf4b55ecb2a
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/1611fdf4b55ecb2a
https://cnn.us11.list-manage.com/subscribe/post
https://cnn.us11.list-manage.com/subscribe/post
https://cnn.us11.list-manage.com/subscribe/post
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CANADIANS AND AMERICANS ?
ARE WE REALLY SO DIFFERENT ?

This has traditionally been a difficult question to answer because
geography has placed our two countries so close together with "the
world's longest undefended border", but after the shenanigans that
have taken place south-of-the-border since summer 2016, it has been
easier to find at least one important difference:  Canada has a system
of government that works, at least most of the time.

Despite their excessive wealth, the largest and best-equipped
military establishment in the world, the four words In God We Trust
on their coinage, and their much-touted Constitution, Americans have
been unable to provide effective government for a year since Trump's
inauguration on 2017 January 20.

Here in Canada we cannot claim excessive wealth: our military
depends more on the abilities, training, and human qualities of our
military personnel than on the latest technology; our coinage makes no
questionable religious claims; and our Constitution is there to provide
a foundation for our legal system.  We do not claim that it is the
world’s best, only that it works for us.

What has gone wrong South-of-the-Border?
One important part of that answer is that they elected as President

a man who, even before he declared his candidacy, was clearly
unsuitable for the job.  A business man, his personal record was shady
at best, with four bankruptcies to his credit, yet he is still a billionaire. 
He also has a history of banning non-white citizens from inhabiting his
buildings.  How could any reasonable voter expect this man to be an
acceptable President, even less to be worthy of the god-like treatment
Americans traditionally accorded to their President?  Canadian Prime
Ministers constantly face opposition in the House of Commons, but
that is the way a democracy functions, and any PM who can't face it
should get out of it.  In contrast, the American President is shielded on
all sides by hundreds of advisors and an army of security agents and,
once inaugurated, does not have to appear before any critics unless he
so chooses.

Abraham Lincoln, 16th President and one of the wisest and most
respected, is quoted as having said, You can fool all the people some
of the time, and some of the people all the time, but you cannot fool
all the people all the time.  But the present incumbent has, since
declaring his intention to seek election, done his best to disprove
Lincoln's words, and with some success.  It is hard to think that a
Canadian Prime Minister who spoke and acted as Trump has, would
not have lost support as PM even among his own party, and may
already have resigned his position.  He would probably have been
ousted as PM, although perhaps still retaining his individual seat.  Yet
after more than a year of turbulence and incompetence as we have
seen, Trump is still being supported not only by many of the rank and
file of party membership, but also by important senior members of the
Republican caucus.  To many nonAmericans, this is at least a flaw in
the Constitution.

Perhaps, though, this flaw in the American Constitution (which
incidentally few Americans are willing to recognise as such) exists
because it has never been exposed as it is now.  Impeachment
processes were brought against four previous Presidents—John Tyler
(10th, 1841-1845), Andrew Johnson (17th, 1865-1869), Richard
Nixon (37th, 1969-1974 ), and Bill Clinton (42nd, 1993-2001).  The
impeachment process was completed against two of them, Johnson

and Clinton, but it failed against Tyler and Nixon.  Further details.
In each of these historical cases the causes that resulted in

impeachment efforts were technical or legal, and certainly limited in
scope.  Even the Monica Lewinsky affair during Clinton's tenure was
a personal issue, although personal matters of that nature may expose
a President to blackmail by hostile powers.  In these earlier cases,
impeachment may be more useful as a threat than as an effective
process.

The range of possible impeachment causes against Trump are
legion, and by now familiar to anyone who has followed the news.  Yet
we see very few individuals coming forward to initiate any meaningful
action to impeach Trump, with few exceptions such as Tom Steyer, a
millionaire who has explained and justified his reasons very clearly and
has tried to make Americans aware of the risks associated with Trump.

With the number of different reasons that contribute to Trump's
unsuitability and failure as President, it is very difficult to believe that
if only a few of these were to be charged against a Canadian PM for a
year that the individual would still be in office.  Yet Trump continues
to have strong backing from senior members of the Republican Party,
people like Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell and Speaker of
the House Paul Ryan, and of course the VP Mike Pence.  They appear
as 'yes men', mere pawns in the muddle that is Trump's White House. 
It may be a mistaken confidence, but such a scenario as continues to
unfold in America could never occur as things are in Canada.

Imagine a Canadian PM making positive comments about the Ku
Klux Klan, Nazis, or White Supremacists.  Or using remarks like
“Lock her up” against an opponent during a campaign.  Or supporting
a someone like Roy Moore as an election candidate.  Or lying half the
time and then changing it tomorrow.  Or asking the head of a
government department who he voted for.  Or even mocking another
country's leader as Trump has about Kim Jong-Un of North Korea,
calling him “Little Rocket Man” etc.  Indeed it is unlikely that a
candidate like Donald Trump would ever get beyond nomination in
most democracies including Canada as he appears to have very little
appreciation for how a true democracy works.

Not much information has come to public notice about how the
Trump administration is viewed throughout most of the world.  Most
foreign national leaders are understandably reluctant to be critical of
Trump, for fear of making a bad situation worse or even prejudicing
his treatment of their countries.  It is important that the democratic
nations should be seen by the world's dictators as united in their aims,
but sometimes politicians who respect the democratic process and the
proper rule of law have to refrain from criticising the Trump
administration.

Canadians are aware that their own country is far from perfect but
they must sometimes hold their noses and accept what is going on in
other regions of the world.  It is difficult for our own politicians to
know how to respond to our erstwhile great neighbour to the south. 
Our leaders, and we ourselves, must consistently hope that eventually
the American people will return to their senses and understand the
extent to which their present government is misleading them,
undermining the trust other nations have for them, destroying their
credibility, and even making them a laughing stock in the eyes of much
of the world.  We must hope that in the near future they will see clearly
for themselves that some of their current leaders are doing more long-
term harm to their country than they may realise, and more decisive
action must be taken forthwith to remedy the situation. — SLH 

https://www.thoughtco.com/presidents-who-were-impeached-3368130
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monica_Lewinsky
https://www.realclearpolitics.com/video/2017/10/28/tom_steyer_trump_has_met_the_boundaries_for_impeachment_american_people_in_great_danger.html
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A READER RESPONDS TO BMD ARTICLES
ABOUT PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP'S

POLICIES

Shortly after the last BMD was published in January, I received a
letter from a Reader chiding me for my criticism of President Donald
Trump.  The Reader asked me not to publish the letter or the writer's
name.  I have followed that Reader's wishes and have published only
the main points made.  The Reader's name is not disclosed.  

The Reader made two points: (1) Because I personally am not an
American I have no business "slamming" Mr Trump; and (2) I should
"drop it and write about something productive".

I was pleased to receive this Reader's comments but I must
respond because I feel more strongly about the views and behaviour
of President Trump than I have felt about most other international
matters since his inauguration a year ago.  Below is my response
explained in greater detail.

It is not my intention to offend this Reader or anyone else, American
or not.  However, I am sure most people are aware that since World
War Two the policies and actions of every American President have
had an enormous impact on the rest of the world.  It was true in the
case of JFK's actions against Cuba in 1962, and it is even more
applicable today, particularly for a country as geographically close to
the USA as Canada.  In such circumstances, I believe we have a right,
even a duty, to comment on the policies of other governments when
they have so much impact on our own.  And their citizens likewise
may criticise ours if they so desire.  The world is too small and
crowded for us to importunately ignore each others' concerns.

When Americans elect a President or any official responsible for
international matters, Canada is affected along with the rest of the
world.  For what other reason do we often combine our smaller
contribution with theirs?  The reverse, however, is not so true: most
nations' actions have only minimal impact on America because most
do not have the wealth or power wielded by the USA.  This is true for
Canada because we are relatively so small in all but geographic area.

In less than a year and entirely on his own, with the support of less
than half of the popular ballot in the 2016 Election, the President of
the USA has returned the world to a dangerous cold war level which
his predecessors had studiously managed to avoid since JFK. 
Trump's lack of experience in international political diplomacy, his
mercurial instability, his rejection of advice, his lying, and his
abrasive language are matters of concern for the entire planet. 
Whatever  results arise from decisions taken either accidentally or
intentionally by the President or his country impinge on all Canadians
and often the rest of the world as surely as on all Americans.

We in Eastern Canada are constantly aware that we are downwind
of the Washington-New York megalopolis, which would be the prime
target for North Korean nuclear weapons.  Therefore, due to
prevailing winds, any fallout from a nuclear attack on Washington or
New York would inevitably and quickly contaminate Eastern Canada. 
Meanwhile, many knowledgeable people, including a number of
Americans, are warning that the world is closer to nuclear war now
than ever, since the end of World War Two.

The United States has no right to endanger the rest of the world
without first consulting with its allies, of which Canada is one of the
most important despite the meagre attention we usually receive in

American considerations.  Many of Trump's policies have negative
impact on Canada, and we must therefore constantly draw the
attention of Americans when we identify a matter that causes us
concern or may conflict with our national values.  We are America's
closest neighbours, and America must be aware that Canada is only
a tenth the size of pretty well everything American. 
    I am sorry if readers think I should write about "something
productive".  What can be more important and productive to us than
the well-being of our population?  And who will safeguard it but we
ourselves?  The topic is critically important for the national security
of all Canadians.  Every risk or danger should receive as much
exposure as possible to help us to understand and prepare for it,
because we can no longer trust out closest neighbour.  Our opinions
have little influence on anyone, least of all, the politicians of much
larger and more powerful nations than ours, whose leaders have now
become increasingly introspective and withdrawn.

If the Trump administration continues along its present path,
withdrawing unilaterally from the Trans-Pacific Partnership
Agreement and perhaps also NAFTA, while simultaneously reducing
its involvement in the United Nations and other international
groupings, we will be forced to seek our own salvation on our own
terms until Trump is no longer in power.  It is beyond any doubt that
we Canadians must be aware of the increasing danger to us as a
sovereign nation. — SLH

TRUMP'S 
STATE OF THE UNION SPEECH

With Trump's State of the Union speech now over as of January 30,
what is new?  Actually, very little.

 For those less familiar with the American system, this speech is
an annual one which reviews their past achievements (and perhaps
mistakes, although they tend to play those down) and it can also serve
a purpose similar to our Speech from the Throne which outlines the
government's intentions at the start of a new Parliamentary session.

However, nothing new was raised by the President.  He simply
reiterated most, if not all, of his previous platform statements, while
at the same time calling for greater co-operation between Republicans
and Democrats.  That is certainly much needed, but unless Trump
controls his abrasive language, it may not be a very likely outcome. 
So much damage to inter-party relations has been done, that certain
sections of the audience, notably many Democratic Senators and
Representatives, and members of the Black Caucus, along with other
opposition notables, remained seated for most of the standing
ovations observed by Trump supporters.
  One important Democratic hope is that the "Dreamers", whom
Trump has threatened to return to the countries from which they
came, should be accommodated.  But most such plans are linked to
others, like the Wall, unpalatable to Democrats and costing perhaps
as much as $20 billion, make it unlikely to receive support.    

Among other major expenditures is that of new infrastructure. 
This may have been a better first effort than either Health or Tax
reforms.  Trump hinted that the costs may be met by a combination of
private input and tolls, neither of which are popular, and this may at
best cause long delays before construction actually begins.

Ensuing weeks will show if anything has changed, but it seems
rather improbable. — SLH
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CLIMATE CHANGE
&

IDLING ENGINES

Unless you are a Trumpist, you probably believe that much of our
climate change is caused by human activity, specifically exhaust
emissions from gasolene-powered vehicles.  This is a well established
scientific fact, although there are those who deny it.

One of the causes of emissions that could easily be eliminated is
our desire to have a warm car on a cold day.  To achieve this we often
start the engine and leave it running for several minutes.   

Remember the good old days before fuel injection, when you had
to set the choke to start a cold engine?  The purpose of this was to
partially block the inlet manifold to cause the engine to draw in more
fuel and less air, enriching the fuel-to-air mixture.  If you cancelled the
choke too soon the engine would stall; and if you kept it choked too
long it might also stall.  You had to wait a few minutes before trying
to move off on a cold day, with clouds of pollution coming out of the
exhaust.

But do you know that, according to the experts, modern gasoline
engines using fuel injection instead of carburettors need no more than
about ten or fifteen seconds even on a cold day before they can be
driven with no harm to the engine?  And there is an added benefit that
your car interior will be warmed up much more quickly when the
engine is doing a little work instead of simply idling, thus saving fuel
costs in the long run.  

Natural Resources Canada has produced some interesting
Emission Impacts resulting from vehicle idling, and the American
Environmental Defense Fund produced a Report which answers many
of the questions people ask.  Both reports are worth reading, are quite
short, and in the long run may say you money with the cost of gas well
over a dollar per litre.

You may argue that Canada has very cold winters, making vehicle
warmups necessary, but these links above deal with that issue.  The
most important fact is that after you start your vehicle moving, it will
warm up in about half the time it takes when standing still, saving you
both money and time, of course.  Just don't put the pedal to the metal
right away.

The remote starter is perhaps one of the most environmentally-
UNfriendly gadgets available, aside from using a flame thrower to
melt the snow in your driveway!  Be aware, too, that in some places
it is illegal to idle an engine for more than a couple of minutes, or to
leave an idling vehicle unattended. 

Admittedly there may be certain days when your car windows are
covered with ice and snow, so that must be scraped and brushed off,
taking a few minutes.  But on an ordinary Newfoundland winter day
your car interior ahould be getting warm without idling time within a
kilometre or two of starting to move.  In Labrador and other regions
of Canada where temperatures can be -30 degrees or colder on a
winter morning, a better plan might be to install a 120volt plug-in
heater to warm the car interior and a block heater for the engine.

If we accept that the above statements are true, and that it is
important to reduce pollution, then it seems that our cities need to do
something about their traffic signals.  How often have you sat in your
car at a red light at Mill Road, Corner Brook, for example, waiting for
the green light, when there are no vehicles in the lanes that have a

green light?  Of course you can't turn off your engine at a stop light,
but with driverless cars, isn’t it about time we had reliable intelligent
traffic control systems that can safely sense when there are no
vehicles in the lane with the green light?  In little Corner Brook alone,
a very significant saving on gas emissions could be made.

There are varied opinions as to how long you should idle your
engine at a stoplight, but NRC suggests the following:

Idling for over 10 seconds uses more fuel and produces more
CO2 compared to restarting your engine.  However, as a
more practical guideline, balancing factors such as fuel
savings, overall emissions and potential component wear on
the starter and battery, 60 seconds is the recommended
interval.  You will save money on fuel that should more than
offset any potential increase in maintenance costs from any
wear and tear on your starter or battery.   If you're going to
be stopped for more than 60 seconds – except in traffic – turn
the engine off.

ADDITIONAL TRAFFIC NOTE:  While on the topic of traffic
management, let's get the 4-way stop at the intersection where Griffin
Drive becomes Petries Street replaced with normal STOP signs on
Curling Street and Connors Road.   Traffic law requires a complete
stop on all four roads at a 4-way stop, but how many drivers observe
it?  Regular STOP signs on the two side roads would be a big
improvement and also safer.

— SLH

KEEPING UP WITH THE TRUMP

I have been observing the antics of the United States Government
since before the election that gave Donald Trump the Presidency.  At
first it was unremarkable, looking just like any other American
Presidential election — divided between only two front runners,
Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump this time, both vulgarly provided
with election funds which would finance a small country for an entire
year, producing much more useful results.

But as time passed, things became more complicated and
extremely more vituperative elements hitherto rare in elections —
'alternative facts' began to appear.

Like most observers, I believed that once the election was over,
things would return to normal, but we were mistaken.  The downward
spiral continued with unresolved issues such as Russian involvement,
the appointment and firing of questionable individuals in government
positions, more 'alternative facts' sppearing, Trump's questionable
ethics, and his aversion to the truth.  Now, more than a year into the
Trump Presidency, these issues are no closer to resolution, and new
evidence surfaces every day, if not every hour.  It is impossible to
keep up with the twists and turns.  I write something for the BMD
today, but tomorrow it will have have to be changed, replaced with
something which may be totally different, as fleeting as a
Newfoundland summer day, and perhaps even shorter.

I shall continue observing, because it is more fascinating and
unbelievable than any fictional tv show, and I will continue to express
my opinions, but as regards keeping track or making some rational
sense of events, I honestly cannot.

 — SLH

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Choke_valve
http://www.nrcan.gc.ca/energy/efficiency/communities-infrastructure/transportation/cars-light-trucks/idling/4415
https://www.edf.org/attention-drivers-turn-your-idling-engines

