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NOVEMBER
A Time for

REMEMBRANCE

FALL IS NOW WELL IN PROGRESS, the trees have shown us their
brilliant colours for another year, and most of them have now shed

their leaves until spring.  It often feels like a sad time of the year:
November, the month of Remembrance.  We have already celebrated
Thanksgiving; even Hallowe’en is now a memory, but one which can
help to enhance the spirit of Remembrance if we look at its real
significance as it has come down to us through the ages.

The name, Hallowe’en, is derived from All Hallows Even.  In the
Anglo-Saxon language, from which modern English has developed
over the past thousand years, a hallow is a saint, meaning “a holy
person”, one who died in the Christian faith.  The word “Even”, often
shortened to “E’en” or “Eve”, means “the day before”, as in
Christmas Eve.  So “Hallowe’en” means “the day before All Hallows’
Day”.  And 1  November is All Hallows Day or, as it is now usuallyst

called, All Saints’ Day.
Given that you have to be dead before you can be a saint, it is

appropriate that we should have this short period to remember our
dead before we begin to prepare in earnest for Christmas, which is the
season of rebirth, when the shortest day of sunlight is past.  That return
of daylight, slow though it is at first, was of huge significance, a time
of rebirth to our ancestors who lived through the cold and dark of
winter, and who often suffered disease and even starvation through
lack of fresh fruit and vegetables until the following spring.

So let us take a little time out this month to remember those who
passed this way before us, and to whom we owe a debt of gratitude for
their work which has made our lives better by their devotion to duty.
Especially let us remember those who died in the two World Wars, the
Korean War, and in Canada’s several Peacekeeping efforts in various
parts of the world, including in today’s Middle East.  What happens in
the rest of the world DOES affect us here at home.

And finally, let us not forget all who served in those wars and
returned home, often with injuries and memories that have distorted
their lives ever since.  Many are still with us, and even though they
were not called to make the Final Sacrifice, they have often made other
equally difficult sacrifices of health and fitness, with the same
willingness and courage as those who died.

On Sunday 11  November, come to church, or at least join inth

the Act of Remembrance by observing a moment of silence
wherever you may be at 11:00 am.

The BLOW·ME·DOWNER is distributed free of charge to every
Canada Post mailbox in Lark Harbour and York Harbour

before or on the first Friday of each month.
For $1.00 we will mail a single copy anywhere in Canada,
$1.50 per single copy anywhere in USA, $2.00 elsewhere.

  Next BLOW·ME·DOWNER: Issue 24. . . Friday 7  Dec 2007  th

  Copy Deadline. . . . . . . . . . .  Noon, Saturday 1  Dec 2007  st

  Telephone (709) 681-2256                     FAX  (.709) 681-2229  

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
   

2007                              NOVEMBER                              2007

  2 Fri BLOW·ME·DOWNER, Issue 23 in your mailboxnd

  3 Sat End of Daylight Saving Time (Canada & USA)rd

  4 Sun Pentecost 23, 11:00am, Youth Serviceth

  9 Fri SCHOOL CLOSED (Holiday)th

11 Sun Remembrance Day, 11:00am, Remembrance Serviceth

12 Mon SCHOOL CLOSED (Holiday)th

18 Sun Pentecost 25,   7:00pm, HEth

24 Sat 2:00 pm, LH ACW Christmas Bake Saleth

25 Sun Pentecost 26,   7:00pm, Complineth

27 Tues LH ACW Bell Partyth

2007                               DECEMBER                              2007

  1 Sat Noon, copy deadline for Dec BLOW·ME·DOWNERst

  2 Sun 1  of Advent, 11:00am, HEnd st

  4 Tues YH ACW Fall Saleth

  5 Wed 6:30 pm, St James Vestry Meetingth

  7 Fri BLOW·ME·DOWNER, Issue 24 in your mailboxth

  9 Sun 2nd of Advent, 11:00am, MPth

11 Tues 6:00 pm YH ACW Christmas Partyth

16 Sun 3rd of Advent,   7:00pm, HEth

21 Fri LAST SCHOOL DAY BEFORE CLOSING FOR
st

CHRISTMAS

23 Sun 4th of Advent,   7:00pm, EPrd

24 Mon Christmas Eve,   4:00pm service, HEth

25 Tues Christmas Day  -  Greetings to Everyoneth

30 Sun First Sunday after Christmas,   7:00pm, EPth

 2008                      ADVANCE DATES                           2008

January 7  Mon SCHOOL REOPENS after Christmasth

February 11 Mon SCHOOL CLOSED (Prof. Dev. Day)th

February 18 Mon SCHOOL WINTER HOLIDAYth

March 20 Thur SCHOOL CLOSES for Easterth

March 31 Mon SCHOOL REOPENS after Easterst

May 16  & 19  Fri-Mon SCHOOL HOLIDAYS - Victoria Dayth th

Thanks to our Sponsors for their support of the BLOW·ME·DOWNER.
      They are: Ad

Anglican Parish of Bay of Islands Lark Harbour   -
Byrne’s Store York Harbour p 4
Childs’s Convenience Store York Harbour p 3
Fillatre Memorials Corner Brook p 5

   Quik Lube Plus, 65 Humber Road Corner Brook p 5
Sheppard’s Clover Farm Store Lark Harbour p 6
Sheppard’s General Store York Harbour p 2
Trailside Convenience Store Lark Harbour p 4

PLEASE NOTE

As there will be no issue of The BLOW·ME·DOWNER for the months
of January and February 2008, any announcements for that time period
should be submitted in time for the December 2007 issue.  The
deadline for that will be 

Noon on Saturday 1  December 2007.st

The next issue after 7  December 2007 will be in mail boxes on Fridayth

7  March 2008.  The deadline for that issue will be th

Noon on Saturday 1  March 2008.st
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MESSAGE FROM OUR  RECTOR

      —      Rev  Nellie  Thomas      —     

 ANGLICAN  PARISH  OF  THE  BAY  OF  ISLANDS

Sacraments in Church
SACRAMENTS are special religious actions that remind us of
spiritual truth.  The prayer book calls them “outward and
visible signs of inward and spiritual grace.”  The Anglican
Church speaks of seven sacraments.  Many people in the
Parish ask me from time to time what the Sacraments mean.
Here is a brief description of four of them.

1. BAPTISM

When we are baptised, whether as a child or an adult, it is
the most beautiful thing that could happen to a person.
During Baptism we receive the assurance that God wants to
love us into freedom and will constantly offer us the grace
we need to grow.  We are committing ourselves to Christ.
In our Baptismal vows we promise to follow Christ.  We
promise to lead a life of compassion, to serve God and His
church and our neighbour.  When we are baptised the
church community promises to support us in our life in
Christ.  Promises are very important and not to be broken.
We promise to be nurtured in the faith and life of the
Christian Community.  We promise to turn to Jesus Christ
and accept him as our saviour and follow Him all the days of
our lives.  That means attending church regularly, and giving
our time, talent and money to God and His church.

2. MARRIAGE

When we are married we come together to experience
God’s love through the committed love of our life-partner
whom we chose.  Love is the essence of Marriage — we are
loved and we give love.  In the Wedding ceremony the bride
and groom promise to give themselves to each other.  They
promise to love, comfort, honour and protect each other and
forsaking all others to be forever faithful to each other.
Marriage relationships become a source of life for children,
our wider families and for our community.  Weddings are
sacred because two people are giving themselves in trust,
love and faith to each other.

3. COMMUNION

In 1 Corinthians Paul explains to us the meaning behind the
Lord’s Supper and how we are to celebrate this important
Sacrament.  Communion is a time for confessing our sins
and receiving Christ’s forgiveness.  Communion is a time to
examine ourselves and the work of Christ in our life.  In
communion we are offered the free gift of mystical
connection with Christ in our souls and in the gathered
community.

4.  CONFIRMATION

Confirmation is the sacrament in which the Holy Spirit
comes to us in a special way to join us more closely to Jesus
and his Church and to seal and strengthen us as Christ’s
witnesses.  To confirm means to strengthen.  In
Confirmation our faith is deepened and strengthened, and
through this sacrament we are more perfectly bound to
Christ and to his Church.  When we are confirmed we
recommit to following Jesus and His church.

Congratulations to . . . . 

Rosalie Park and Tom Noonan
on the birth of their son, Trevor Darren,

 on Thanksgiving Day, 7  October 2007.th

 Trevor Darren is the grandson of Derek & Helen Park of Lark Harbour.

FURNITURE DONATED TO
ST JAMES CHURCH

HERE IS A GOOD EXAMPLE of individuals doing things for the
benefit of the community.  The benches and table pictured above,

along with another table, not illustrated, were made and donated to St
James Church by Howard and Hillary Sheppard.  These items are
beautifully crafted and make a wonderful and useful addition to the
church.

Congratulations and thanks to Howard and Hillary for their work
and generosity.

SHEPPARD’S  GENERAL STORE
York Harbour   -   Phone 681-2060

   

A wide selection of VHS and DVD movies for rent
   

Groceries, Knitting Wool, Paint, Hardware, Fishing Supplies

Darren Joseph Noonan, newborn, 3lbs
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A Certificate of Appreciation 
for

Devotion to the Protection of their Communities
was presented to our

Volunteer Firefighters
at their Annual Ball on 

Saturday 20  October 2007th

RECIPIENTS OF THE CERTIFICATE WERE:

Brian Cook, Fire Chief Peter Sheppard, Deputy
Julia Brignall Dick Byrne
Ian Childs Paul MacDonald
Malcolm Murrin Raymond Murrin
T J Murrin Daniel Oxford
Aden Park Shawna Park
Murray Sheppard Vince Sheppard

Jamie Taylor

CONGRATULATIONS
to all FIREFIGHTERS and OTHER PARTICIPANTS

in becoming certified in CPR/Oxygen/AED (defibrillator).

Your FIRE DEPARTMENT is now listed with 911 SERVICES
for EMERGENCY MEDICAL RESPONSE.

THANKS.
Fire Chief Bryan Cook

York-Lark Harbour Fire Department

Friends of the Environment

LAURA AND IAN CHILDS, operators of Childs’s Convenience Store
in York Harbour, have for a while now been collecting and

transporting to the Recycling Depot in Corner Brook any aluminium
cans, soft drink bottles, or liquor bottles that do not carry a deposit.  If
you drop these off at the store, you will receive nothing for them, but
you will have the satisfaction of knowing that they are being recycled.
Many of us cannot conveniently recycle them because we don’t have
enough, and we either put the few we have into the garbage or we keep
them around the home until we’ve accumulated a sufficiently large
quantity to make a visit to the Depot worthwhile.  And of course then
we forget, with the result that we have the bottles and cans around even
longer, taking up space at home.

Individually these items are worth nothing, but when enough have
been collected they can be taken to the Recycling Depot where they
will pay a small amount for them, but it is not much.  Laura and Ian
are helping to keep the town cleaner and also reducing the amount of
garbage for collection each week.  This keeps the cost of garbage
services down, delaying the time when fees will have to be increased.

It’s encouraging to hear of people doing small things like this
around the community to help the environment and their neighbours
at the same time.  It’s no significant money-making concern for the
Childs family, and it involves extra work too, but it’s a great thing for
those who have only small amounts of recyclable material.  It saves
landfill space, and recycles materials that would otherwise become
garbage and would contribute to environmental problems in the long
run.  If we all did the odd small thing like this, what a difference we
would soon see!  Thanks, Laura and Ian, for doing your part to protect
and preserve the environment!

If you know of other people doing things like this to help
or improve our communities, please let us know, so that
we can thank them publicly for their good citizenship.

CHILDS’S  CONVENIENCE  STORE
YORK HARBOUR   -   Telephone 681-2201

   
   

GROCERIES                 CONFECTIONERY                 GASOLINE
   

A wide selection of current movies for all tastes and ages available

VHS and DVD formats

HOW CAN WE MAKE OUR
DEMOCRACY WORK?

WHETHER WE LOOK BACK as far as Ancient Greece, or to the time
of Magna Carta in 1215, or the founding of the USA in 1776, or

any other time in history, the purpose of a democratic government was
to act on behalf of the people, to perform the will of the people.  That
concept was perhaps best enshrined in the words of the American
Constitution, when it spoke of “government by the people for the
people”.

In the early days, the definition of “the people” for the purpose of
governing was somewhat narrow, prescribed by ownership of property
(that is, land), and it extended to only a small proportion of the
population.  All women were excluded, property owners or not, as
were all men who owned no property.  The typical signatory of Magna
Carta was not your common man, the ordinary ‘man in the street’;
rather, he was the owner of great tracts of land, a member of the
nobility.  But as time passed this definition has broadened, and the
basic requirement today is to be a resident of the region where the vote
will occur.  However, the principle itself has not changed: only the
requirements to be a participant in today’s democracy have been
widened to include virtually everyone.

The big question is, of course, How do we decide what to expect
from our government?  When a person initially offers himself or
herself for election, we have no past record to help us decide whether
to vote for that person or not.  We may have some idea if we knew the
person in some other connection, such as if he is a neighbour, or a
colleague, or has worked with us in some way.  But this knowledge
only gives us a limited projection into the way he or she may perform
in the office of government.

So we are left with statements and promises we have heard the
candidate make.  “We should then be able to believe those statements
and promises, if the person is honest,” you say.  This is a reasonable
position for a voter to take.  However there are often very compelling
reasons why those statements and promises may have to be modified
or even completely rejected when our candidate is apprised of the full
information available and he has to make decisions based on the
efficacy and practicality of the situation.  And that may mean that we
are left with having to accept a decision that in no way suits us, and
which may even seem to be completely opposed to the earlier promises
and statements made.

This is a sad situation for us as voters, and there may be no easy
way to resolve it to our satisfaction.  Perhaps the best we can hope for
might be a compromise when that is the case.

A far better situation would be if our candidate were to have
refused to make promises, and to have limited his election statements
to assuring us that he or she would maintain high levels of honesty and
integrity, and would listen carefully to our opinions even after being
elected.

The government of Stephen Harper has broken many promises.
They have removed funding for numerous programs which were
helpful and successful, and which we the people made it clear that we
wanted maintained.  They have broken promises such as that made to
our Province, which has so incensed our Premier.  They have allowed
many of Canada’s large industries to be sold into foreign control.
They have not taken the independent stand they promised us and that
Canadians wanted taken against the pressure from the Bush
administration for us to line up behind them in every way.  The
Harperites are even claiming that the recent increase in value of the
Canadian dollar is due to their efforts, when anyone with a smattering
of knowledge of economic knows that it is because of the record high
value of oil and gas, among this country’s major exports.

People voted for Stephen Harper’s party because they believed in
many of the statements and promises made before the last election.
Many of the voters of Canada expected the Harper government to
stand by what it said before the election.  Now it is clear that those
voters were deceived.

So what can we do about it, if we feel, as do many Canadians, that
they have been let down, that democracy is being ignored?  There is
not much we can do, until the next federal election.  But then we can
do as Danny Williams has advised us, and vote “ABC”, “Anybody But
Conservative”.  Let’s hope we get that opportunity before our country
is sold completely down the river.
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TOWN OF

LARK HARBOUR

Regular Monthly Meeting held on 16  October 2007 at 7:00 pm.th

Present were: Mayor Paul Keetch; Councillors Stuart Harvey and Carol
Rice; Clerks Debra Park and Louise Darrigan.  Absent was Deputy
Mayor Mabel Sheppard.  Bay of Islands Search and Rescue (BOISAR)
members Christine Doucette and two others also attended the Meeting.

! Christine Doucette from BOISAR gave a presentation to Council
describing the ground search and rescue operations provided by
BOISAR, and the need for funding for the service.  Christine’s
presentation will be offered to all Bay of Islands communities and
the service will be provided regardless of whether a donation is
received.

! Minutes of the regular September meeting were approved.
! Mr Walter Anderson of Ae Engineering will be invited to the

November 20  regular meeting to discuss capital works.th

! Seniors 50+ Club.  Hall rental rates were discussed.  A motion was
passed to approve the hiring of Bonnie Sheppard for $40 bi-weekly
to clean the Town Hall upper level, with a detailed list of duties and
requirements.  This arrangement will be reviewed by Council at the
end of 2007.  Future rental agreements will contain the clause
“Snow clearing is not provided by Council”; however liability will
be checked with the insurance company which provided coverage.

! TekOil will be contributing $2,500 for relocation of the Outlander
boat, for which the actual cost is expected to be around $4,000.
The type of display structure to be used was also discussed.

! Certificates of Appreciation were signed for all the Firefighters.  It
was agreed that similar certificates for the Firettes will be prepared.

! No nominations were received to fill the vacant seat on Council.
! The satisfactory report by Rhonda MacLean of Municipal Affairs

on her recent visit to the Town Office was reviewed.
! Garbage Collection Tender.  Tender is already advertised with a

closing date of 2  November 2007.nd

! Snow clearing 2007-8.  Letter sent to ZR Enterprises, but no reply
received as yet.

! A letter has been sent to Mr Pittman regarding his request
concerning a water line.

! Financial Report reviewed and accepted.  Accounts payable of
$25,076.03 approved.

! Building Permits.  Five received and approved as presented.
! Councillor Stuart reported that he was contacted by Paul Hunt of

the South Shore Development Association.  The group is being
dissolved and the small piece of land in Little Port is to be turned
over to the Town of Lark Harbour.  Mr Hunt will be in touch.

! Mayor Keetch reported that he discussed the issue of a permit that
was needed for the second new road on the Hawco land.  A new
double culvert has now been installed by Dept of Works and
Services at no cost to the Town.

! Government Services - regarding sewage systems.  (1) One final
approval certificate for a new system was approved.  (2) Options to
correct a malfunctioning system were provided in another case.
(3) Copy of a letter was sent to the Guardian Angel Seniors’ Home
regarding a problem with that sewage system; a deadline to correct
it was included.

! Crown Lands.  (1) Bernard White has claimed ownership through
his father of land on Beacon Road.  Mr White is in contact with
Crown Lands on this matter.  Further documentation is needed.
(2) Russell Gallant has claimed ownership of land in Little Port
granted to his grandfather.  Documentation on this matter will be
forwarded to the Assessment Division for assessment.

! An application for Crown land adjacent to the first new road on the
Hawco subdivision was approved, with an additional fee of $1,000,
and a condition that the land applied for will not extend beyond the
limits of the new road.

! Councillor Stuart spoke of his concern regarding a portion of the
Little Port Lighthouse trail where there is an area accessed with aid
of an attached rope.  It is his understanding that the rope may
recently have been replaced by someone from Corner Brook.
Concern is for the possible liability of the Town in case of personal
injury on this section of the trail.

The Meeting adjourned at 10:30 pm.

 

TOWN OF

YORK HARBOUR

Overview of Monthly Meeting held on 16  October at 7:30pm.th

! Council has decided not to purchase the shed kit for the new
garbage bin.  Councillor Charles Kendell will oversee the
purchasing of supplies, and the building of the new garbage bin.

! Council was informed by Crown Lands that there are properties
near Byrne’s Pond that are within the Municipal Boundaries.
However, the maps that Crown Land showed Council are not
accurate.  Council will obtain accurate maps and send the
necessary forms to the Assessment Agency to have these properties
assessed for taxation.

! Council reviewed the matter of amalgamation again.  They do not
wish to proceed with the feasibility study, nor with amalgamation.

! The snow shovelling position for the Community Hall has been
posted.  The successful applicant will be responsible for making
sure all entrances are clear of snow before business hours, and for
events on evenings and weekends when needed.  He/she will be
paid $8.00 per hour.

! Mayor Murray Sheppard ha been trying to contact ZR Enterprises
concerning snow removal for the 2007-2008 winter season.  He has
had no success in contacting the business.  Council inquired with
DOT if they would clear the by-roads should Council not be able
to obtain a private contractor; a negative response was received.

! Council has a new volunteer to help with office work.  Samantha
Sheppard has to complete 30 hours of volunteer work for school,
and Council will allow her to complete it in the Office.

! The regular Quarterly Meeting for the Fire Department was set for
Tuesday 23  October 2007 at 7:00 pm in York Harbour Councilrd

Office.  NOTE: the meeting was postponed.
! The Town Clerk submitted her resignation.  The position will be

posted until Friday 26  October at 4:30 pm.  Council will hold ath

special meeting on Sunday 28  October to review the resumés, hireth

the new clerk, and discuss the training schedule.

BYRNE’S STORE
Main Street, York Harbour  - Phone 681-2040

   FULL SERVICE GAS & DIESEL
Groceries, Confectionery & Beer, Hardware, Loto

A GREAT SELECTION OF LOCAL SOUVENIRS

ARTIST, GUITARIST & POET IN TOWN

BOYD CHUBBS

MR CHUBBS GAVE TWO BRIEF PRESENTATIONS at the School on
Monday 21  October.  A few members of the public took thest

opportunity to attend the second session.  Mr Chubbs demonstrated
several of his talents as an artist, musician and poet, and spoke
particularly of the part he had played in producing an English textbook
titled Land, Sea and Time, used in the senior high school program.

Mixing the different media is a favourite technique of Mr Chubbs.
His poetry may be illustrated or accompanied by music.  Charmaine
Gilbert and Matthew Childs assisted in a demonstration in which each
read out a poem while Mr Chubbs accompanied them on the guitar.

Newfoundland and Labrador is always the background for
Mr Chubbs’ work, though in his drawings the prophets Jeremiah, Job
and Ezekiel may appear writing or floating in the sea, perhaps at
L’Anse au Clair or Francois.  The drawings are rather fascinating,
done in black and white and with great detail.  Maria Byrne was the
lucky recipient of one of the drawings.
   

TRAILSIDE CONVENIENCE
TERRY PARK ENTERPRISES LTD

240 Main Street, Lark Harbour  -  681-2800

Ice-Cold Beer,  Hardware,  Groceries & Confectionery
2 litres Milk just $3.89  -   All the LATEST Movie releases
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Language doesn’t have to be a problem.  Our local youngsters fit right in with this

Spanish crowd in our school yard.

Sheltering from the wind at Little PortTaking pictures at the Day Park

A  FALL  OF  VISITORS

THE LAST CRUISE SHIP OF THE SEASON, Norwegian Dawn, docked in
Corner Brook on Tuesday 23  October with about 2,100rd

passengers, of whom seven busloads came out to Lark Harbour and
were fed and entertained by the ACW ladies or at Marlaine’s Tide
Watcher Restaurant.  Luckily the weather was fair and not cold,
although there was some wind, especially at Little Port.

For some of the morning visitors, the tour was marred by engine
failure in York Harbour of one of the coaches, but fortunately the delay
was minimised and all those on board were able to return to Corner
Brook on the other buses which had enough space.  One of the
afternoon tours, a group of some thirty Spanish-speaking people, also
had a problem with noxious diesel fumes pervading the coach.  That
was remedied by turning off the ventilation system and opening
windows, although normally those windows would only be opened in
case of accident or fire emergency.

In spite of the problems encountered by both those tours (a matter
which certainly gives rise to questions of how well maintained the
buses are, and consequently the possibility of safety issues) the
passengers responded cheerfully, joking about the problems, but when
one considers the cost they pay for the bus tours, in addition to the
price of the cruise itself, it seems that the Corner Brook area needs
some more reliable vehicles.  According to information obtained from
the passengers, even a 4-hour coach trip to Lark Harbour (the
“Footsteps of Captain Cook” Tour) costs them $49 per person, while
the Gros Morne Tour, about 8 hours, costs more than $100.  At those
prices the tourists should not be inconvenienced by mechanical
breakdowns as often as they are.

However, the provision made by our ACW ladies leaves absolutely
no opening for complaints.  On almost every trip many of the visitors
remark, when asked how they are enjoying their cruise, that for them
the Lark Harbour tours are the high point.  They find the home-made
food at the Church Hall delicious, and those serving are friendly and
make them feel very welcome.  Congratulations to the ACW members.

As well as the food, they remark on the natural beauty they see, and
one often gets questions such as, “Where can I get information on
places to stay if I come on my own next year?” or even, “How much
does it cost to buy a place here?”.  All this makes me very proud to be
part of the effort, and I enjoy the contact I have with the visitors.  I was
specially impressed by the group of Spanish people I accompanied as
tour guide: they were really enthusiastic about our area, and wherever
we stopped they wanted to take pictures.  They must have taken more
photographs than any of the other dozen or so groups I met.

Accompanying this article are a few pictures of some of the Spanish
visitors who were here.

THE DEPLORABLE STATE OF OUR HIGHWAY
ROUTE 450

LAST THURSDAY 25  OCTOBER the Minister of Highways wasTH

interviewed on the CBC Morning Show about repairs being done
on roads in the Bay of Islands area.  Last spring, having heard reports
of “the poor state of the North Shore highway”, I decided to take a
drive around the Bay as far as Cox’s Cove and see it for myself.  What
I found was that the North Shore road was in far better shape than
Highway Route 450 here on the South Shore.

Since then there has been a small amount of patching done on the
South Shore, but also there has been much deterioration due to the
heavy trucks carrying materials out to Little Port for the TekOil
exploration project.

Perhaps the worst part is the flat section at the top of Little Port
Road, near the Rectory.  There the pavement has been in a damaged
state for a long time, but now it consists mostly of huge cracks and
broken pieces of asphalt.  If this is not fixed before the winter, in
spring we shall be driving on bare gravel.  Pretty soon now, though, it
will be too late to do any more than temporary repairs because it will
not be long before we shall have frost and snow.

I was surprised to
hear the Minister’s
apparent ignorance
of the state of the
road here, and also
h i s  s o m e w h a t
evasive answers.  He
should take a drive
right out to Little
Port and see it for
himself.

Almost the entire
length of Route 450
along most of its
distance from Corner
Brook to Little Port
could do to be
resurfaced, but a
minimum would be ten kilometres of new paving, not merely patching,
on the worst spots, which is all that has been done to date.

Here some of the ladies relax while waiting for the next busload to arrive
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LIBRARY NOTES
by

Susan Harvey

UNREADABLE NEWFOUNDLAND BOOKS

I PLANNED TO REVIEW one of two new books by Newfoundland
authors, both newly arrived in our Library.  One was Cloud of Bone,

by Bernice Morgan, author of Random Passage and Waiting for Time,
which I liked.  The jacket blurb for Cloud of Bone sounded confusing,
seeming to somehow connect the lives of three characters: first, a
young Newfoundlander who deserted from the Royal Navy in World
War II; second, Shawnadithit, the last of the Beothucks; and third, a
couple investigating the genocide in Rwanda in 1998.  One might hope
that even if the connecting links may seem obscure, each story might
be interesting.  But I couldn’t even get through the first story which
begins with the deserter’s history as a young tearaway in St John’s.  I
didn’t like the characters, nor did I care what happened to them.
There do exist stories set in outport Newfoundland, with characters you
can relate to; but most of the talk among reviewers is about, and most
of the prizes go to, the weird ones about townies.  Rare Birds, by
Edward Riche, and The Shipping News, by Annie Proulx, are possible
exceptions to this.

The second book I considered was The Architects are Here, by
Michael Winter.  The CBC thinks it worth reviewing and discussing
on their afternoon program Cross Talk.  The jacket blurb did say “the
hero” was coming home to Corner Brook, but he didn’t seem to get
there.  Leafing through the book, there were references to Grenfell
College and a girl who lived in one of the coloured houses in “the
Bean”, but only as past history.  Again, the action involves somewhat
unsavoury-sounding characters having weird things happening to them
in locations all over the world.  Again, it was not possible to empathise
with them or to care what happens to them.  Why can’t we have a few
books about ordinary people that we can relate to, instead of globe-
trotting weirdos?

Ed Smith’s book, The Seventh Day, reviewed here last month, was
admittedly not very realistic, but anyone who reads for pleasure and
not as a literary challenge could relate to the characters and follow the
story with some interest.  No reviewers nominated it for a prize, or
discussed it on the radio: maybe it wasn’t strange or complicated
enough.  It will never be great literature, and it is a bit long, but it can
be read with interest and enjoyment by us non-literary types.  Bravo,
Ed Smith and his Super Newf !
 

FOOD  BANK  NOTES
by

Susan Harvey

AT LAST COUNT, THIS YEAR’S THANKSGIVING FOOD DRIVE had
produced 14% more than last year in food and cash.  Donations

are still coming in, however.  Contributions from Lark Harbour and
York Harbour, from both church and school, amounted to about five
milk crates, already taken into Corner Brook.

Thank you all for your generosity.  Most of us, fortunately, don’t
know how it feels to be in such need, nor how much difference it may
make to receive a generous handout at that time.  But, if sometimes a
donation which is small to us can contribute to a life-changing
experience for someone else, surely we are on the side of the angels.

There are currently two outlets of the Bay of Islands Ministerial
Association Food Bank Network Inc.  They are located in Curling,
behind Sacred Heart School, operated by the RC Church and run by
Sister Alicia.  Perhaps the more convenient location is the one run by
the Salvation Army in the old Home Hardware building just below the
traffic light where Broadway intersects with Herald Avenue.
 

  SHEPPARD’S  CLOVER  FARM  STORE
! ! !  CHECK OUR PRICES  ! ! !

Gasoline  Groceries  Hardware  Lotto  Beer  Liquor

Propane Exchange Program

 DISTRIBUTOR OF PRODUCTS

from   MERCER’S MARINE 

NEWS FROM ST JAMES SCHOOL
by

Deidre Wheeler

ANOTHER VICTORY for the Senior Girls’ Volley-ball Team, this
time against some of the brave teachers on the St James staff.

The Senior Girls are playing every match they can get, including a
game where they wiped out a team of junior and senior boys, and a
tight match against the women’s team.

Maybe you’re wondering where the girls have been lately?
They’ve been in the gym, training for the provincial “Volleyfest”
tournament.  This tournament which has been taking place for about
thirty years now includes approximately 130 teams from across the
Island.  The girls are leaving for St John’s on Thursday 25  Octoberth

and returning on Sunday 28 .th

It hasn’t been easy for our girls; there’s hardly a day when there
hasn’t been a practice.  On Sunday 21 , the girls arrived homest

exhausted after a three-and-a-half-hour practice.  Not only have the
girls been practising but also fund-raising in creative ways for the
event.  Already they have had a bottle blitz and a four-on-four-
tournament raising money for Volleyfest.  Staff and students of
St James experienced the excitement of their fund-raising efforts on
Tuesday 23  when some teachers and the girls’ volley-ball team wererd

auctioned off to the highest bidders.  The highest bidders had the
pleasure of throwing a pie into the face of a teacher or team member
in front of the whole school.

No one said it would be easy for a small school to play in such a
tournament but the girls are keeping their spirits strong.  So good luck,
girls, and “Go-o-o-o Trappers!”

List of Senior Girls Players
1) Kadie MacDonald 6) Lloyddia Vincent
2) Deidre Wheeler 7) Robyn Sheppard
3) Samantha Sheppard 8) Danika Wheeler
4) Mallory MacDonald 9) Brittany Kendell
5) Kaylyn Sheppard     10) Charmaine Gilbert

Coaches: Suzanne Gilbert & Heather Oates

Note: The results of this tournament were too late to be included.

Deidre Wheeler is going to look after reports relating to St James
School.  This will mean that school events and activities will receive
better coverage than they have done in the past.  Any school groups
should make sure that Deidre knows of those activities in plenty of
time to prepare her report.   Thank you, Deidre, for helping to make
the BLOW•ME•DOWNER more useful to everyone.

IT IS NOW TIME FOR YOUR

INFLUENZA SHOTS
A message from

Nurse Jennifer Burridge, BN, RN
Public Health Nurse

ONCE AGAIN IT IS THE TIME OF YEAR to get your Influenza Vaccine
or, as some may recognise it, your “flu shot”.  Influenza is an

infection caused by either the Type A or the Type B Virus, which
occurs worldwide.  It is usually an acute illness that lasts for several
days, but in some people if an illness already exists it can allow
Influenza to lead to life-threatening complications.  Immunisation of
persons in high-risk groups can reduce the serious complications
associated with Influenza.

Public Health offices are offering the following people the
Influenza Vaccine free of charge: adults and children with chronic
health conditions such as asthma, heart disease, kidney disease, or
diabetes; all persons aged 65 years and older; all children aged 6 to 23
months; staff of health care institutions; essential services workers
(firefighters, police, or other persons in the community whose services
may be considered essential) and individuals who work in the live
poultry industry.

If you would like to take advantage of this opportunity or if you
have questions, please call:

Your Public Health Nurse at 789-2832.


