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EDITORIAL

CANADA’S ELECTION BUDGET

Conservative Jim Flaherty delivered the Harper Government’s second

Federal Budget on Monday 19  March, and what a disappointingth

document it was.

Amid the fanfares of making life easier for Canada’s low income

families, we saw no reduction of income tax for lower wage earners.  A

new capital gains tax reduction was included, but how many low income

people will benefit from that?

On environmental concerns we saw a special levy on gas guzzling

Sport Utility Vehicles.  How effective will that be?  If a person can

afford $40,000 for a new SUV, it’s not likely that the special tax will be

an obstacle.  And as for the $2,000 subsidy for those buying a new more

efficient vehicle, will that make it a bargain?  It will help, but not much.

Your minimum wage earner won’t be buying one!

The $310 child tax benefit?  It will help a bit but, like the one-cent

GST reduction, it’s not much.  Why don’t they reinstate the family

allowance all parents used to get?  That was about $30 a month per

child back 20 years ago, $360 a year, worth a lot more back then.

And then there’s provincial equalisation, transfer payments and the

claw-back of oil revenues.  In 2004, when Stephen Harper was in

opposition, he criticised the government of Paul Martin for insisting on

reducing federal transfer payments by the amount provinces like

Newfoundland and Nova Scotia receive from oil royalties under the

Atlantic Accord signed with the Martin Liberals.  Harper made a

promise not to legislate against the Accord, but now he is doing just

that, having apparently forgotten his promise.  Premier Danny Williams,

a conservative himself, has nothing good to say about that.  In fact, he

has asked Newfoundlanders & Labradorians not to vote conservative if

an election is called in the next few months.  Take note that here in

Newfoundland the conservatives still use the long-standing term

“Progressive” in their party name, but the Federal crowd dropped it a

few years back.  Perhaps that tells the story!  Maybe the Harperites are

Regressive Conservatives?
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
   

Items in Italics relate to activities of St James Church
HE = Holy Eucharist;   MP = Morning Prayer;   EP = Evening Prayer

   

2007                                     APRIL                                   2007

  1 Sun 11:00am, Palm Sunday, HEst

  4 Wed 7:00pm, Wednesday in Holy Week, HEth

  5 Thur SCHOOL  CLOSES  FOR  EASTERth

7:00pm, Maundy Thursday Liturgy

  6 Fri GOOD FRIDAYth

7:00pm, Good Friday Liturgy

  8 Sun EASTER DAYth

7:00am, Sunrise Service & Breakfast

7:00pm, HE

10 Tues 2:00pm, Blessing of the Boatsth

15 Sun 7:00pm, 2  of Easter, Memorial Hymn Singth nd

16 Mon SCHOOL  REOPENSth

Tues 7:00pm, LH Council Monthly Meeting

11 Wed 7:00pm, Parish Council Meeting th

22 Sun EARTH DAYnd

7:00pm, 3  of Easter, Youth Servicerd

29 Sun 7:00pm, Prayer & Praiseth

2007                                     MAY                                     2007

  1 Tues 6:00pm Joint Vestries’ Social Eveningst

13 Sun Mothers’ Dayth

15 Tues 7:00pm, LH Council Monthly Meetingth

17 Thur Ascension Dayth

21 Mon VICTORIA DAY  -  SCHOOL  HOLIDAYst

2007                                      JUNE                                    2007

17 Sun Fathers’ Dayth

22 Fri SCHOOL CLOSES FOR SUMMERnd

2007                         ADVANCE DATES                         2007

July   1 Sun Canada Dayst

15  Sun Cemetery Memorial Serviceth

Aug   6 Mon Civic Holiday, Canadath

Nov   4 Sun Daylight Saving Time Endsth

Thanks to the following for their support of The BLOW ·ME·DOWNER.

      They are: Ad
 

Anglican Parish of Bay of Islands Lark Harbour -

Byrne’s Store York Harbour p 4

Childs’s Convenience Store York Harbour p 4

Eddie Joyce, MHA, Bay of Islands Corner Brook p

Fillatre Memorials Corner Brook p 3

   Quik Lube Plus, 65 Humber Road Corner Brook p 3

Sheppard’s Clover Farm Store Lark Harbour p 3

Sheppard’s General Store York Harbour p 2
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MESSAGE FROM OUR  RECTOR
      _           Rev  Nellie  Thomas           _     

 ANGLICAN  PARISH  OF  THE  BAY  OF  ISLANDS

OBITUARY

RICHARD FREEMAN SHEPPARD
6  January 1924  -  4  March 2007th th

WITH SADNESS WE REPORT THE DEATH  in his 84  year of Richardth

Freeman Sheppard, husband of the late Annie Wheeler

Sheppard, both of York Harbour.

Mr Sheppard was a well-known and respected fisherman in this

area, having been actively involved not only in practical fishing, but

also in matters relating to the general welfare of fishermen in York

Harbour and Lark Harbour.  He leaves to mourn daughters: Bertha

(Walter), Lillian (Charlie) and Melina (Wayde); sons: Samuel

(Cassandra), Paul (Ruby), Carl (Wavey) and Peter (Karen);

grandchildren: Denise, Gloria, Trudy, Sheldon, Vanessa, Paula,

Jennifer, Charles, Stephen, Desirée, Carla, Daniel and Andrew; great-

grandchildren: Patrick, Isaac, Mia; sisters: Beaulah (Harry) and Linda

(Lloyd); and brothers: Moses (Sharon), George (Jacqueline) and Lee

(Rowena).

A service of Thanksgiving and Celebration for the life of Freeman

was held at St James Church, Lark Harbour, on 7  March 2007, ath

very cold and stormy day.  Attended by 140 of Freeman’s family and

friends, the service was conducted by the Rector, Rev Nellie Thomas

who delivered the homily, and Lay Minister George Sheppard who,

along with Trudy Gilbert, spoke a tribute to the deceased.  Scriptures

were read by Gloria Childs, Desirée Kendell, Jennifer Sheppard and

Trudy Gilbert.  Lillian Kendell presented the Prayers of the People.

Organist was Doris Roberts.  Interment at the Lark Harbour Cemetery

followed the service, and the family invited everyone to refreshments

at the Church Hall afterwards.

We extend our sympathy and support to Mr Sheppard’s family

and friends at this their sad time of bereavement.
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TOWN OF

LARK HARBOUR

TOWN COUNCIL M EETING OF 27   FEBRUARY 2007th

THIS MEETING REPLACED  the one scheduled for 20  February whichth

had to be postponed due to unavailability of some Council

members. Present were: Mayor Paul Keetch; Councillors Carol Rice and

Stuart Harvey; Clerk Debra Park.   The meeting began at 7:00 pm.

! Minutes of two previous meetings were reviewed and adopted.

! ENHANCEMENT COMMITTEE.  The Mayor briefed those

present on the discussions that had taken place with Mr & Mrs Allan

Sheppard and members of York Harbour Council regarding possible

new hiking trails and improvements to existing ones in both towns.

Council had advised the Sheppards that their best option would be

to establish a committee specifically to oversee such projects as they

had in mind.  Council passed a motion supporting in kind the

Sheppards’ proposal for the new committee which could be named

Outer Bay of Islands Enhancement Committee.  A comment was

made that Council must take care over possible liability issues

regarding trails, and proper signage must be placed.

! FIRE DEPARTMENT.  The matter of additional snow clearing

around the Fire Hall (as agreed at the recent meeting with YH

Council) was approved.   Clerk was asked to draft a tentative

application using quotes received for a grant to cover some new

equipment for the Joint Fire Department

! HAWCO LAND update.  Inquiries had been received regarding the

status of the lot development.  Clerk was instructed to advise those

concerned that the project is currently delayed because of

Newfoundland Power’s requirement for easements before they can

install power lines.  Once this is settled, the lots will be distributed

by way of a draw.

! FINANCIAL REPORT was approved.  Accounts payable totalling

$9,474.03 approved for payment.  Write-offs of $558.01 approved.

! A letter from the City of Corner Brook requesting support for their

efforts to obtain a new hospital was discussed.  Clerk directed to

respond with a letter of support from Council.  The Mayor would try

to attend an information meeting on 16  March in Corner Brook.th

! SENIORS 50+ CLUB requested use of storage space for their

property.  This was approved, but a key must be provided to

Council.  A donation of $25 towards the purchase of dart boards was

also approved

! STREET LIGHTS. A request for an additional street light on

Beacon Road (Bottle Cove) was denied because of budget restraints.

! REPAIRS.  Because of heavy usage due to the Post Office and

Clinic in the building, repairs are needed on the lower level floor of

the Town Hall.  Arrangements for repairs will be made later.

! SNOW CLEARING at Town Hall lower level entrance is now being

done by George Sheppard.

! WATER PROBLEMS.  Extensive discussion resulted in the Clerk

being asked to check the status of the Crown Land application

relating to the new well, and to draft a letter to Mr Harold Sheppard

asking that he refrain from accessing the site on which the well is

located.

! GULF FERRY.  A letter will be sent in response to  MP Gerry

Byrne’s request for support in his efforts to convince the

Government of Canada that improvements, not downgradings, are

needed for the Gulf Ferry Service.

! TWO COMPLAINTS regarding snow clearing:

(1) Park & Youden Road: concern already resolved.

` (2) Joyces’ Road: Council acknowledged the concerns.  However

since the issue was discussed with the contractor in the past there is

little more that can be done now unless the residents would like to

revisit the road change proposal of 2003.

! LINE DANCERS’ request (not on agenda).  The Group feels that

the fee that they pay for the use of the Hall is excessive for their

small numbers and the facts that they do not use any heat, nor do

they raise any funds.  Council decided to reduce the fee to the

original $10 per usage, and to review it annually.

The Meeting adjourned at 10:30 pm.
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TOWN OF

YORK HARBOUR

OVERVIEW OF REGULAR MEETING OF

11  MARCH 2007th

! The Council will be holding another by-election.  Nomination Days

shall be on the first Monday and Wednesday of April.  If necessary,

the election will take place on Tuesday 20  April 2007.th

! Council will look at budgeting for the Internet in 2008.

! The Clerk has received approval for funding to attend training in

Corner Brook in the spring.

! The Clerk is to post notices again concerning the position of back-up

clerk, as no response was received.  Rate of pay will be $11.00 per

hour, training will be provided, and duties will include: answering

the phone, taking messages, writing receipts and filing.

! Council is considering using the Gas Tax Rebate to extend Snook’s

Lane.  The Clerk is to gather some necessary information before

starting.

! Council is considering the purchase of a new refrigerator for the

Community Hall.  Depending on cost, the purchase might be delayed

until later in the spring.

! In response to correspondence received from the Hon Gerry Byrne,

MHA, Council is sending a letter to the Hon Lawrence Cannon, MP,

Minister of Transport in Ottawa.  The Minister of Transport intends

to cripple our economy by implementing a new strategy for Marine

Atlantic.  He intends to increase the fares every year for the next five

yens, and add an extra fuel surcharge on top of these rate increases.

He is considering reducing the number of ferry crossings,

implementing other rate increases, and reducing the quality of

service.  This is unacceptable in the eyes of Council.  If you would

like to include your voice in this protest, the address of the Hon

Lawrence Cannon can be obtained at the York Harbour Council

Office.  Letters may be mailed postage free to Ottawa to your MP

and Cabinet Ministers.

 

BYRNE’S STORE
Main Street, York Harbour  - Phone 681-2040

   FULL SERVICE GAS & DIESEL

Bakery, Groceries, Confectionery & Beer, Hardware, Loto

A GREAT SELECTION OF LOCAL SOUVENIRS

IS THERE REALLY GOLD
AT THE END OF THE RAINBOW?

IN FEBRUARY 2007 a 35-year-old Newfoundlander named Rick,

married, with two children aged 5 and 4, was plying his trade of

baker in a St John’s supermarket.  His wage was $11.00 per hour.  On

2  March he received a call from a company in Fort McMurray,nd

Alberta, offering him a job in his trade as baker in a camp, with all

provided, a room of his own, TV, etc, and starting pay of $25.00 per

hour.  As well as all that, he will have July and August back home in

Newfoundland with his family.  His family is not accompanying him

to Fort McMurray because he and his wife don’t want their children

to grow up in the environment of drugs and crime which he says

exists in the Alberta boom town, and also because his wife has a job

here in Newfoundland.

Is it surprising that so many are leaving the Atlantic Provinces

when they receive an offer like that?  As Rick says, “I’m tired of

having to rob Peter to pay Paul.”

Is Rick doing the right thing, or is he simply selling himself off to

the highest bidder?  It would be interesting to hear from some of our

folk from here who have gone out west.  We understand why they

went, but have they really found the pot of gold at the end of the

rainbow?

If some of our readers would like to respond, we’d be very glad

to publish some of their replies.

CHILDS’S  CONVENIENCE  STORE
YORK HARBOUR   -   Telephone 681-2201

   

GROCERIES                 CONFECTIONERY                 GASOLINE

A wide selection of current movies for all tastes and ages available

VHS and DVD formats
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A LITTLE BIT OF HISTORY
A family that played quite a large part in the life of Lark Harbour over

a hundred years ago was that of William Alfred Gabriel.  Although no

one named Gabriel still lives here, many present residents are

descended from that family.  Last month we looked at Mr Gabriel’s

origins, his parents and siblings, and their arrival in Newfoundland.

This month we learn something about Mr Gabriel himself, his wife and

family, his work in Lark Harbour and also a glimpse of the difficult and

often sad lives many of the people of Newfoundland lived in those times.

THE GABRIEL FAMILY -  PART 2

WILLIAM ALFRED GABRIEL was born in England on 7  January 1857,th

the oldest child of Rev Alfred Edmund Gabriel and Elizabeth

Helen Huxtable.  When William was two years old, the family

emigrated to Newfoundland’s east coast where Rev Gabriel, an ordained

priest of the Church of England, began work in various parishes.  On

14  April 1879, at the age of 22, William, a teacher, married Maryth

Masters, and their first child, Florence Irene, was born on 22 March

1880.  In 1881 and 1882, two more daughters were born: Louisa

Beatrice and Charlotte Elizabeth, but both died in their first year.

Edmund Llewellyn was the first son, born on 19  June 1884, whileth

they lived in Salmon Cove, Trinity Bay.  Llewellyn became the best-

known member of the family as he, assisted by his own son Harvey

Higgins Gabriel, was the master carpenter in charge of construction of

St John the Evangelist Church (now the Anglican Cathedral) in Corner

Brook.  Llewellyn lived to be 87.

While the family lived at Salmon Cove, two more children were

born: Alice Mary, on 10  September 1885, then George, a year later onth

11  September.  They both died as infants, at about the age of 8 months.th

Frederick Samuel, the next child born on 18  November 1887, wasth

luckier, surviving the many ailments of childhood and marrying a Lark

Harbour girl, Eliza Jane Youden, daughter of Thomas and Sarah

Youden.

Frederick Samuel and Eliza Jane left Lark Harbour and raised a

family of seven boys.  Two of them, Gordon in the Royal Navy and

Albert in the Merchant Marine, served and were killed in action during

WW2.  The remaining five also served but returned after the war:

William, Harold and Walter in the Army, Herbert in the Royal Navy,

and Frederick Jr in the Merchant Marine.  Frederick Samuel and Eliza

Jane and their seven sons had the distinction of being the family with the

highest number from one family to serve in the Military in Canada.

Frederick Samuel died in Corner Brook in 1928.  Eliza Jane died some

years later in Sydney, NS, where one son, Walter, is still living today.

During the next few years, Mary Gabriel gave birth to seven more

children: Alfred (1889), Ada Blanche (1890), William Herbert (1891),

Bessie May (1892 or 1893), Clara Isabel (1895), Henrietta Maud

(1898), and Effie Belle (1904).  The first five of those babies died

within about two years of birth.  The family had come to Lark Harbour

in 1892, where William became teacher and lay reader.  The church

records show that he conducted his first service here on Sunday 18 th

September 1892.  This was the day before the death of their infant son

William Herbert, one more sad event for the family to support.

Over the next four years Bessie May and Clara Isabel also were born

and lost.  Although three of the children died in Lark Harbour, no

markers exist to identify the graves.  It seems that many parents who lost

small children did not place grave markers, perhaps because they were

simply too distraught, for there are numerous small graves marked with

a plain wooden cross.  In total, of fourteen children born to them,

William and Mary Gabriel buried nine, including the three who died at

Lark Harbour.

Of the three daughters who survived, the oldest, Florence Irene,

married Henry Sheppard, son of Mark and Sarah, in 1898; Henry was

the craftsman who constructed the model of the mission ship Laverock

which was wrecked in York Harbour.  The model, made from materials

salvaged from the actual vessel, has been lent by Henry and Irene’s

family, and is displayed in St James Church.

SHEPPARD’S  GENERAL STORE
York Harbour   -   Phone 681-2060

   

A wide selection of VHS and DVD movies for rent
        

Groceries, Knitting Wool, Paint, Hardware, Fishing Supplies

Henrietta Maud, William and Mary’s second youngest child,

married Linton G Sheppard and died in 1988.  The youngest child,

Effie Belle, married Gordon Legge of Corner Brook sometime about

1930, and died there in 1978.

William Gabriel and family left Lark Harbour in 1906.  He had

been very active in the life of the church here, and must have been very

involved in the building of the original St James Church which was

located near the bottom of the present Cemetery and consecrated in

1898.  In the old register which covers the years of his stay here and in

which every church service was recorded, between 18  Septemberth

1892 and 3  June 1906, William Gabriel as Lay Reader led a total ofrd

1,921 services.  In 1896 alone he conducted 164 services, and

averaged 137 services per year for the 14 years he served at St James

in the capacity of Lay Reader.  In those days the entire Bay of Islands

was served by one Anglican priest, who obviously could not spend

long in any one place, and therefore depended on the Lay Readers of

each community to conduct baptisms, marriages, and funerals in his

absence.  William certainly did his share of these offices.  He also

taught school in Lark Harbour for several years, and was Postmaster

and Telegraph Officer for a time.

After leaving Lark Harbour in 1906 he lived in Birchy Cove (later

Corner Brook) where he served as Customs Officer before

Confederation with Canada.  He died in 1951 at the grand old age of

94, after a life devoted to the service of his fellow human beings.

Those who knew him remember him as a kindly man and a committed

Christian who loved making friends and enjoyed a good conversation.

Many of the descendants of William and Mary Gabriel are still

living in Newfoundland.  Others have left and are now living in various

parts of Canada, the United States, and even overseas.  There are other

families named Gabriel in Western Newfoundland, particularly on the

Port-au-Port Peninsula, but they are not connected with the family of

Alfred Edmund Gabriel and his son William.

William and Mary Gabriel and their direct-line descendants over

six generations that I have presently on record account for more than

a hundred individuals by name.  However there are many more whose

names I have not yet managed to discover.  Some would be individuals

who are no longer in touch with relatives here in Lark Harbour; others

would be people who for one reason or another have escaped notice,

such as those who have moved away; and some would be young

children.  My estimate is that together they would number at least

another hundred.  Inevitably, too, there will be errors and inaccuracies

among those I already have on record.

If any readers who have family information about any Lark

Harbour families would like to compare your information with mine,

I would be glad to do so.  Give me a call at 681-2256.

SHEPPARD’S  CLOVER  FARM  STORE
CHECK OUR PRICES !

Gasoline - Groceries - Hardware - Lotto - Beer & Liquor
   

Centrally located in Lark Harbour      -      Tel 681-2160

Page from St James Church Register for 1893
showing entries and signatures of William Alfred Gabriel


