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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Abbreviations when used

HC=Holy Communion; MP=Morning Prayer; EP=Evening Prayer

LH = Lark Harbour;    YH = York Harbour;    JB = John’s Beach

Details of Church Services relate to St James, Lark Harbour, only.

 2011                                   APRIL                                  2011

  3 SUN Lent 4 - 11:00am, Holy Communionrd

  5 Tues 8:30pm - Lenten Quiet Time, St James Churchth

  6 Wed 7:00pm - Evening Prayer (both churches)th

 10 SUN Lent 5 - 11:00am, Baptism & Holy Communionth

 12 Tues 7:00pm -Bake Sale & Card Game, York Hr ACWth

 13 Wed 7:00pm - Holy Communionth

 17 SUN 7:00pm - Passion / Palm Sundayth

20 Wed 6:00pm - Seder Mealth

21 Thur School closes for Easter Holidaysst

22 Fri 11:00am - Good Friday Liturgynd

EARTH DAY

24 SUN Easter Day - 7:00am  - Easter Vigilth

7:00pm  - Holy Communion

25 Mon 2:00pm - Bake Sale, Church Hall, LH ACWth

8:00pm - Card Game, Church Hall, LH ACW

29 Fri Wedding of Prince William & Kate Middletonth

2011                                     MAY                                    2011

  1 SUN 2  Sunday of Easter - 11:00am, MPst nd

  2 Mon School reopens after Easternd

  8 SUN 3  S of Easter, & Mothers’ Day - 11:00am, HCth rd

 10 Tues Canada Census Enumeration Dayth

 13 Fri St James High School Graduationth

 15 SUN 4  Sunday of Easter - 7:00pm, Prayer & Praise th th

23 Mon Victoria Day   -   School closedrd

 2011                                   JUNE                                    2011

14 Tues High School & Public Exams beginth

23 Thur Last day of school for Studentsrd

2011                       ADVANCE DATES                         2011

Every Tuesday 7:00 pm  YH ACW Card Games

Oct 11 Tues N&L Provincial Election Day 2011th

The BLOW •M E•DOW NER  is distributed free to every

Canada Post mailbox in Lark Harbour & York Harbour

and also free by email elsewhere on request

before or on the first Friday of the month.

Next BLOW•M E•DOW NER  . . . . . . . Issue 55, 2011 May 06

Deadline for Issue 55 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2011 Apr 29

Please submit copy as early as possible for best inclusion.

To receive your BMD by email, send an email

with the word SUBSCRIBE in the subject line to

blowmedowner@gmail.com

These are our Sponsors who support the BLOW ·M E·DOW NER .

PLEASE GIVE THEM  YOUR SUPPORT. 

Anglican Parish of Bay of Islands Lark Harbour p. 1

Byrne’s Store York Harbour p. 5

Curling ONE Stop, 366 Curling St Corner Brook p. 6

Fillatre Memorials Corner Brook p. 4

   Quik Lube Plus, 65 Humber Road Corner Brook p. 6

Sheppard’s Clover Farm Store Lark Harbour p. 5

MESSAGE FROM OUR  RECTOR

      —      Rev  Nellie  Thomas      —     

 ANGLICAN  PARISH  OF  THE  BAY  OF  ISLANDS

From Lent to Easter
LENT STARTED ON ASH WEDNESDAY , MARCH 9TH .  We placed ashes

on our foreheads and learned about the meaning of death and life. We

gather for worship each week which serves as a pathway of our Lenten

journey.  During the Lenten Season we read and learn about prayer,

repentance, almsgiving and fasting.   We gather for worship each

Wednesday also to reflect on certain readings and hymns as they

speak to our hearts, and the wonderful lessons in our faith. We

continue to wake each morning, pausing to ask for the graces we

desire for the day.  We go to bed each evening, after pausing to give

thanks for the gifts of the day.

Each week we continue our lessons in the faith, as our practices of

Lent become deeper and more full of grace.  Jesus reminds us that he

is inviting us to a “change of heart”.

Change my heart oh God You are the potter

Make it ever true I am the clay

Change my heart oh God Mold me and make me

May I be like You This is what I pray

Change my heart oh God

Make it ever true

Change my heart oh God

May I be like You

Easter has now come into focus, but in readiness to enjoy Easter

we have to celebrate the Season of Lent first.   As we move from the

Season of Lent to Easter may we all welcome the Jesus who was

crucified, nailed to a cross and rose again on the third day. As we

celebrate the resurrection of Jesus the Christ from the dead, may we

be willing to welcome Him into our lives.  As we gather for worship

on Easter Sunday, may He fill our hearts and minds and souls with all

the joy and praise that He has to offer.  And may we freely receive

that same joy and praise and apply it to our daily living.   

On Easter Sunday morning let us all sing:

God sent His son, they called Him Jesus;

He came to love, heal and forgive;

He lived and died to buy my pardon,

An empty grave is there to prove my Savior lives!

Chorus

Because He lives, I can face tomorrow,

Because He lives, all fear is gone;

Because I know He holds the future,

And life is worth the living,

Just because He lives!

LARK HARBOUR ALL-PURPOSE TRAIL COMMITTEE

 July   SUMMER FESTIVAL    July

Friday 15 - Saturday 16 - Sunday 17

Friday Night: High School Reunion Dinner - Disco Music

Saturday: Afternoon - Games, Races, etc, for Children

Evening - Dance with live music (band TBA)

Sunday: Talent Show with live music & Band

Open Bar all three nights
More details & times forthcoming as arrangements are finalised



                                                  The BLOW•ME•DOWNER           Issue 54         2011 April 01  Friday
 
Page 2 of  6

OBITUARY

HARVEY GORDON SHEPPARD
1951 - 2011

IT WAS WITH GREAT SADNESS that the family of the late Harvey

Gordon Sheppard announced his passing on Wednesday 2011

January 12 ,  at Western Memorial Regional Hospital, Corner Brook,th

at the age of 59 years.  Left to mourn with fond and loving memories

were his companion Vera; sisters: Sybil Lemaire, Louisiana, USA,

Doris Byrne, York Harbour, Lottie Childs (Norman) York Harbour,

Phyllis Kendell (Eugene), Nova Scotia, Hilda Wheeler (Albert), York

Harbour, Joan Youden (Gordon) Lark Harbour, Rhonda Sheppard

(Terry), Alberta; brothers Bernard Sheppard, BC, Gregory Sheppard

(Debbie), as well as a large number of nieces, nephews, other

relatives and friends.  He was predeceased by his parents Everett &

Eva, sister Ena, brother Melvin and 6 nephews.

The funeral service was held on Saturday, January 15  at 2:00pmth

from St James Anglican Church, Lark Harbour, Rev Nellie Thomas

officiating, followed by the interment at St James Cemetery, Lark

Harbour.  Visitation was held at St James Church on Thursday from

7:00 - 9:00pm and Friday from 2:00 - 4:00 and 7:00 - 9:00 pm.  As

expressions of sympathy flowers were graciously accepted or

memorial donations could be made to the Canadian Cancer Society.

Our deepest sympathy goes out to all Harvey’s family and friends

at this time of their great bereavement.

OBITUARY

GARLAND FREDERICK JOYCE
1945 October 25 - 2011 February 02

WITH GREAT SADNESS the family of the late Garland Frederick

Joyce announced his passing at the Long Term Care Centre,

Corner Brook, NL, on Wednesday, 2011 February 02, at the age of

65 years.  Garland left to mourn with fond and loving memories his

wife Vera of Lark Harbour, son Donald of Fort McMurray, AB,

daughters: Joanne of Toronto and Deanna (Donald) of Lark Harbour;

three grandchildren: Dylan Childs, Donna Lee Joyce, and Jack Joyce;

brothers: Lorne (Martha), Wayde (Melina), Ross (Helen), Mark

(Maisy), and Warren (Bernice); sisters: Louise Darrigan and Rhoda

(Charles) Prosper; sister-in-law Melinda Joyce-Morris, and a large

circle of nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends.  Garland was

predeceased by his parents; George & Sarah Joyce; brothers: George

Jr and Elmer; sister Melissa Ann and brother-in-law Alan Darrigan.

Visitation took place at St James Anglican Church, Lark Harbour,

on Thursday, 2011 February 03, from 2:00-4:00pm and 7:00-9:00pm,

and Friday, February 04 from 2:00-4:00pm and 7:00-9:00pm.  The

funeral service took place at St James Anglican Church on Saturday,

2011 February 05 at 2:00pm, with Rev Nellie Thomas officiating. 

Interment followed at St James Cemetery, Lark Harbour.

As expressions of sympathy flowers were graciously accepted or

memorial donations could be made to the St James Anglican Church

Fund, Lark Harbour.  The family guest book could be signed or

memorial donations made by visiting the website of Country Haven

Funeral Home at www.country-haven.ca.

We tender our deepest sympathy to Garland’s family and friends

during their sad bereavement.

OBITUARY

HAZEL IREEN PARK
1948 February 19 - 2011 March 04

IT W AS W ITH GREAT SADNESS that the family of the late Hazel Ireen

Park announced her passing at Western Memorial Regional

Hospital on Friday, March 4, 2011 at the age of 63 years.

Hazel left to mourn with fond and loving memories her husband

Fred Park Jr; her children: Larry Park (Sherry), Glenda Park, Jim

Park (Rhonda), and Karen Dunphy (Mike); grandchildren: Sean Park,

Holly Park (Phill), Kevin Park, Emma Park, Johnny Youden (Kerry),

Michael Sheppard, Adam Park, Elisha Dunphy, Abigail Dunphy, and

Natasha Collishaw; great grandchild Summer Youden; mother: Eileen

Youden; brothers & sisters: Harold Youden, Oliver Youden

(Roxanne), Myles Youden (Brenda), Fred Youden (Barb), Wayne

Youden (Julie), Dave Youden (Josie), Lenny Youden, Ivey Youden

(Gerry), Pam Youden, Leona Youden (Gerry), Karen Sheppard

(Beaton); brothers & sisters-in law: Johnny Park (Nina), Juanita

Mollon (Melvin).  She was predeceased by her father: Harold Youden

Sr; grandchildren: Cheryl Rouble and Joshua Park; sisters: Emma

Youden and Ruby Youden; nephew: Kerry Mollon, and her mother-

in-law: Elsie Park-Smith and father-in-law Fred Park Sr.

Visitation took place at Country Haven Funeral Home, 167

Country Road, Corner Brook, on Monday, March 7, 2011 from 2-4 &

7-9 pm, and St. James Anglican Church, Lark Harbour, NL, on

Tuesday, March 8, 2011, from 2-4 & 7-9 pm.  A Service of

Thanksgiving for Hazel’s life took place at St James Anglican Church,

Lark Harbour, on Wednesday, March 9, 2011 at 2 pm, with Rev

Nellie Thomas officiating. Interment followed at the church cemetery. 

As expressions of sympathy flowers were graciously accepted or

memorial donations could be made to a charity of one’s choice.  The

family guest book could be signed or memorial donations made by

visiting our website at www.country-haven.ca.

We offer our sincerest condolences to all Hazel’s family and

friends in their bereavement.

OBITUARY

KAYLIE MARGARET WHEATON
2001 July 09 - 2011 March 13

IT WAS WITH GREAT SADNESS that

the family of the late Kaylie

Wheaton announced her sudden

passing at Western Memorial

Regional Hospital on Sunday,

March 13, 2011 at the age of 9

years. She left to mourn with fond

and loving memories her daddy and

mommy Peter and Sharon (Youden)

Wheaton; her little brother Zachary

Wheaton; her grandparents: Judy

Wheaton and Poppy in heaven (Rick

Wheaton) and Margaret and Walter

Youden; her aunts and uncles:

Kimberly Wheaton, Ruby (Mike)

Sheppard, Tim (Heidi) Wheaton, Ivan (Gail) Youden, Russell (Julie)

Wheaton, George (Helen) Youden, Judy (Woodrow) Murrin, and

Carol (Ivan) Gilbert, as well as extended family consisting of many

cousins, great aunts and uncles, and many friends.  Visitation took

place at St James Anglican Church, Lark Harbour, on Thursday,

March 17, 2011, from 2-4 & 7-9 pm.  The funeral service took place

at St James Anglican Church, Lark Harbour on Friday, March 18,

2011, at 2 pm with Rev Nellie Thomas officiating.  Interment

followed at the church cemetery.  As expressions of sympathy, flowers

were graciously accepted or memorial donations made to the Kaylie

Wheaton Scholarship Fund through Templeton Academy, Meadows,

NL.  The family guest book could be signed or memorial donations

made by visiting our website at www.country-haven.ca.

We send our most deepest sympathy to all of Kaylie’s family and

friends in their sadness at this time of great loss.

OBITUARY

GERALD YOUDEN
1943 - 2010

THE FAM ILY OF THE LATE GERALD YOUDEN  is sad to announce

his passing on Tuesday 2010 December 07, at the age of 67. 

Gerald leaves to mourn his three children, Gerald (Ivy), Brian, and

Kimberley; two grandchildren, Emily and Robbie, and his brother

Harry (Beaulah).  He is predeceased by his brothers Harvey (2005),

Lowell (2006) and Gordon (1944), and his parents Frederick and

Florence Youden.

The family received friends at St James Church, Lark Harbour,

NL, on Sunday 12  December from 2:00 to 4:00pm and 7:00 toth

9:00pm.  The funeral took place at St James Church on Monday

13  December at 2:00pm and was conducted by Rev Malcolmth

Palmer, with cremation following.  As expressions of sympathy,

memorial donations could be made to the Janeway Children’s

Hospital, St John’s, NL.

We offer our sincere condolences to all of Gerald’s family and

friends in this time of their loss.

http://www.country-haven.ca.
http://www.country-haven.ca.
http://www.country-haven.ca.
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TOWN OF

LARK HARBOUR

Minutes of Meeting of 2010 December 09

Present: John Parsons, Mayor Jamie Park, Deputy Mayor

              Stanley Childs, Councillor Llewellyn Childs,

Councillor

              Louise Darrigan, Clerk (Recording)

Peggy Sheppard Acting Clerk

Absent: Pauline Sheppard, Councillor.

Meeting commenced at 7:00pm

! Budget 2011 adopted as follows:

• Amount of $251,240.98 budgeted for Revenue

• Amount of $251,240.98 budgeted for Expenditures

• Tax Structure as for 2010 with no increases, as follows:

• Residential Property Tax  - 5mil or $250.00 Minimum

• Business Property Tax - 5mil or $250.00 Minimum

• Poll Tax - $250.00

• Business Tax - $125.00

• Utility Tax - 2.5 % Gross Revenue

• Due Date: 2011 March 31.  Discount of $10.00 on all

Residential and Business Property Tax ONLY if paid in full

on or before Due Date of 2011 March 31.

! Motion approved to add Peggy Sheppard, Clerk, for cheque

signing authority as part of the “one Clerk and Mayor or

Deputy Mayor” to meet the requirement for two signatures.

Meeting adjourned at 8:00pm

Minutes of Meeting of 2010 December 21

Present: John Parsons, Mayor;

Stanley Childs, Councillor; Llewellyn Childs, Councillor

Pauline Sheppard, Councillor;

    Louise Darrigan, Clerk (Recording);

Peggy Sheppard, Acting Clerk;

Absent: Jamie Park, Deputy Mayor.

Meeting commenced at 7:00pm

! Minutes of November 16  and December 9  approved asth th

circulated.

! Water/Sewer update - Awaiting decision for approval from Dept.

of Municipal Affairs for the second phase.  

! Fire Dept. re: truck cap - Approved the one third cost of purchase

of a used truck cap etc. as per written agreement with Jim Kelly

by the Town of York Harbour.

! Playground Vandalism - RCMP Constable Pittman replied to

Council’s letter: As he was unable to obtain any information

about the vandalism from the residents or the school students, a

file is being kept by the RCMP.

! Cleaning Person - position is still open and will remain posted to

public until filled.

! Survey update - Roger Noseworthy has finally received written

confirmation of NLHC ownership of the property near the Town

Hall, and will start the survey of the Town’s property next to it

after Christmas.

! Emergency Plan - The clerks will meet with the clerks in York

Harbour in the New Year to start developing the 12-step

Emergency Plan.

! Financial report - Approved as presented, including accounts

payable of $11,782.16.

! Write offs - Approved in the amount of $153.39.

! A request to exempt Property Tax for year 2010 was not

approved and all agreed to send a letter to the resident concerned.

! Two referral letters received from Dept of Natural Resources

regarding approval of quarry permits.  It was agreed to concur

with Dept of Natural Resources regarding approval.

! Sawmill operation request - A local resident request was

approved in principal and aletter provided for him to submit with

his application to the Forestry Division for a domestic purpose

sawmill operation.

! A letter will be sent responding to a resident’s complaint

regarding tires.

! A letter will be sent regarding willingness of a resident to turn

over certain property to the Town.

! Items such as mops for cleaning upper level will be checked out

and purchased.

! Crown Land Grant approval - Letter received from Dept of

Environment.& Conservation regarding approval of a Land Grant

for an individual, provided that all requirements are met. 

! One appeal filed against 2011 Assessment Roll.

! Dept of Municipal Affairs - Gas tax funding is now received for

first half of year 2011.

! City of Corner Brook - Reviewed letters regarding E-waste and

increase of tipping fees.  

! Municipal Assessment Division - monthly activity report reviewed

by Council.

! All correspondence reviewed and no follow up necessary.

Meeting adjourned at 8:20pm.

Minutes of Meeting of 2011 January 11

Present: Jamie Park, Deputy Mayor (Chaired meeting in absence

of Mayor Parsons)

Councillors Stanley Childs, Llewellyn Childs, 

Pauline Sheppard

Clerks Louise Darrigan

Peggy Sheppard (Acting Clerk and Recorder)

Absent: Mayor John Parsons

Meeting commenced at 7:00pm.

! Minutes of meetings of December 21 , 2010, January 10  2010st th

and Fire Dept Joint Meeting of January 10 , 2011 were allth

adopted.

! Financial Report approved, with accounts payable of $8,258.79

and write-offs totalling $831.75.

! Collections Report reviewed.

! Water/Sewer update – Received revised preliminary cost estimate

in same amount from Anderson Engineering.  Walter Anderson

will continue with the environmental study as required.  

! City of Corner Brook Re: Increase of Landfill Tipping Fees –

Letter sent to the City of Corner Brook on January 5, 2011

opposing the projected 30% increase.

! Playground Update – Motion made to apply for a Minor Project

Capital Grant of $2,000.00 for Phase II – Paving a portion of the

playground.

! Fire Dept. Update – Discussion on applying for four complete sets

of Breathing Apparatus as discussed at the Fire Dept Joint

Meeting on January 10, 2011.  Funding available is 90/10 and not

100% as previously thought.   Clerks will contact Town of York

Harbour to get further information on costs/quotes and present it

at our next Council meeting to be held February 15 , 2011.th

! Complaint received of a roaming dog.  Council decided to wait a

while to have the dog catcher out.

! Agreed to send a card and gift to Mayor Parsons while he is

hospitalised.

Meeting adjourned at 8:10pm.

Minutes of Meeting of 2011 February 15

Present: Jamie Park, Deputy Mayor (Chaired meeting in absence

of Mayor Parsons)

Councillors Llewellyn Childs, Pauline Sheppard

Absent: Mayor John Parsons, Councillor Stanley Childs

Meeting commenced at 7:00pm.

! Minutes of meeting of January 18, 2011 adopted as circulated.

! Water/Sewer update – Awaiting reply on Phase II.

! Fire Dept. update – Awaiting reply from Town of York Harbour

on the “condition report”.

! Financial Report – Reviewed.  Motion made to approve the

financial report as presented and accounts payable in the amount

of $7,026.58.

! Playground – Deputy Mayor presented a donation he received

from St James All Grade School in the amount of $5,000.00 for

the playground work.

! Discussion on building permits for renovations on certain sheds

located on private property on Bottle Cove Road.  Renovations

have been made on the sheds without following proper procedure

consisting of written approval from the legal land owners and then

applying for a building permit.  A letter has been sent to the
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concerned parties regarding this.  Council agreed to continue

complying with the land owners request not to issue building

permits for upgrades on the sheds.

! Discussion of a letter received from City of Corner Brook

regarding an increase of 30% for garbage tipping fees for 2011

and 20% for 2012 year.  A letter was sent opposing the 30%

increase for this year.  No response as yet from Corner Brook.

! GST Rebate has been applied for to include the Town Hall

refurbishment.  Clerk Louise also requested a release of GST

funds dating back to the “Hawco Land” new roads project.

! Complaints/concerns/discussion items – Reviewed.

• Letter already sent to a resident concerning his pushing snow

on other property.

• Letter to be sent to a resident referring him to the RCMP

regarding his complaint of skidoos on his property.

! Approved donation of $100.00 to Junior Achievement in support

of their delivery of programs to our students.

! Agreed to defer the Emergency Management and Planning

Workshops letter/info for the next meeting on March 15, 2011.

! Agreed to place a notice in the BLOW •M E•DOW NER  regarding

the Statistics Canada Census & National Household Survey.

! Discussion was held and approval given for the purchase of 

Simply Accounting 2011 Software and Software Training  as per

quote from the Town’s Auditor.  This purchase to take place after

the audit is done for the community.

! All correspondence reviewed with no follow-up necessary.

Meeting adjourned at 8:30pm.

Minutes of Meeting of 2011 March 15

Present: Deputy Mayor Jamie Park

Councillors Llewellyn Childs, Stanley Childs, Pauline

Sheppard

Clerks Louise Darrigan, Peggy Sheppard

Absent: Mayor John Parsons

Meeting commenced at 7:00pm.

! Minutes of meeting 2011 February 15 adopted as circulated.

! Water/Sewer update – Review of conversation report from AE

Engineering.  Clerk directed to contact Walter Anderson.

! Fire Dept. update – 

• Quote now received for the breathing apparatuses. 

• Council agreed to proceed with application for funding for the

Fire Dept building, based on information received by the

Town of York Harbour from MHA Terry Loder.  Clerks

directed to contact York Harbour for completion of the

application. 

• The next quarterly joint meeting for the Fire Dept scheduled

for April 5  in York Harbour.th

! Playground  –  $1500.00 grant received from Dept of Tourism.

! Emergency Management & Planning Workshop confirmed for

2011 April 12 at 9:00am in Town Hall.  All agreed to get

information out to participate in the workshop and become a part

of the team for the new emergency plan for the Town.

! Crown Lands re: Muncipal Park Grant – Letter sent to Crown

Lands for reactivation of the application which lapsed due to

incompletion of survey in the required time frame.

! Financial report – Approved as presented with accounts payable

of $2,988.89.

! Approved the return of the matured term investment, plus interest,

to a new term investment of $23,873.29 linked to the General

Account. Also approved a second new term investment of

$10,000.00 from revenue in the General Account.

! Insurance policy renewal – Council reviewed information

received from insurance agencies and  agreed to remain with

Baine Johnston.

! Commissioner of Oaths renewal application has been completed

and sent for Clerk Peggy Sheppard.

! The second payment (year 5B) Gas Tax funding in the amount of

$15,445.51 has been received. 

! Council reviewed all applications for student work projects and

agreed that all applications will be submitted.

! Road maintenance deferred to later in April/May.

! Mun. Affairs training opportunities for 2011 – reviewed.

! The All-Purpose Trail Committee was given a letter of approval

as requested for a Special Events Liquor License for an event to

be held on 2011 March 26.

! All correspondence reviewed with no further follow up necessary.

Meeting adjourned at  9:15pm.

CENSUS & NATIONAL HOUSEHOLD SURVEY

The Census and the new NHS Study will be conducted by
Statistics Canada in May 2011.

These are important because the results are used for
planning and implementation of community services.

For this reason everyone must be included.
The Census and the new NHS provide significant sources of
information about Canada and the people  living here and

must be complete and accurate.
We therefore encourage all residents to complete and

return their questionnaires when contacted by
Statistics Canada.

LARK HARBOUR TOWN COUNCIL

By Lisa Childs, Site Coordinator

ON JANUARY 10 , 2011, I started a new job at St James All GradeTH

School.  This is the first time that such a position has been held

at the school.  This new position is called Site Coordinator,

working with Communities in Schools.  My role in the school is to

bring the school and community/communities closer together.  I work

closely with the teachers to bring any programs into the school which

will be beneficial to the students.  We have started  a ‘Grab & Go’

breakfast that takes place Monday, Wednesday and Friday, along with

the regular Breakfast Program on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

To date we have had presentations from the Public Health Nurse,

Registered Dietician, Heather Allen-Joyce, DARE Program, which is

a Drug Awareness Resistance Program for the Grades 5/6 students.  

Some of our students will also be taking part in a First Aid Course and

WHMIS and the PARTY Program in late March and early April. 

Grade 3-6 students have been involved in a “Kraft for Kids” Program

on Tuesday afternoon.  There has been a lot of activities within the

school and students have been very busy in the last couple of months. 

I also work with the CYN (Community Youth Network) Worker,

Sharon Calfas, who does after-school and evening activities for

students, ages 12-18.

We are always in need of volunteers and would welcome any

parents, grandparents or friends to come into the school and spend

some quality time with our students.  If any student, parent/guardian

or community member has any ideas of what they would like to see

brought into the community or school, please feel free to call me at

681-2620.  I will keep you posted in the next edition with any new

activities in the coming months.
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GLOBAL WARMING - Is it REAL?

IS THERE ANYONE who has taken even minimal notice of weather

events around the world in the last year or so who can still refuse

to believe that global warming is real and is actually happening?

Consider this list: 

T flooding in Bangladesh; 

T increased drought in parts of Africa;

T more hurricanes than ever affecting North America  (for example,

two hurricanes–Earl and Igor–in the 2010 season passing through

Newfoundland & Labrador);

T record-breaking high temperatures in many parts of the world;

T mega snowstorms from California to Canada in early 2011;

T tropical storms causing extensive floods and then an unheard-of

category 5 cyclone hitting North Queensland, Australia, dumping

a further 30cm of rain in a few hours.

T unprecedented melting of both polar icecaps, with ice shelves the

size of Prince Edward Island breaking off, and Innuit elders

reporting softening of permafrost and unsafe sea ice in areas

where it never happened before.

These are just a few recent weather events that have caused

thousands of deaths and millions of dollars of destruction.  But there

are many others which were less severe and frequently passed

unnoticed except by those who experienced them personally.  For

example, on our journey from Newfoundland to Florida in December

2010 we drove through rain which began near Bangor, Maine, about

10:00am and lasted through New York, Baltimore and Washington

until we reached northern Virginia about midnight.  This leg of our

journey took 14 hours to cover about 1200km with heavy rain the

entire day.  Later, in February and March 2011, much of the eastern

half of North America has been afflicted with unprecedented winter

storms.  Certainly weather and climate patterns have changed in the

last century, and are still changing.

Additionally there are changes in other conditions that are less

spectacular and alarming but which seem to be related to the same

phenomenon of global warming: seals whelping on land instead of on

ice floes; polar bears being stranded at sea in areas where normally

they could hunt on solid ice; numerous species of animals and insects

being observed much further north than in the past; gigantic ice

shelves breaking from the Polar ice caps.  The list goes on.  But these

changing conditions are no more than many scientists have warned

about for years: increasingly extreme conditions, and global warming

as the most likely cause.

It should seem obvious to everyone, that if we do not take

necessary measures, like reducing the carbon emissions from our

burning of fossil fuels like oil and coal, we shall soon be past the

point of no return.  Indeed it may be too late already: the global

warming cycle is like a giant flywheel, requiring much to start it but,

once begun, much more to stop it.

Does it matter?  Unquestionably.  It is already becoming literally

a matter of life and death for the whole world.  Food production

depends on suitable climatic and soil conditions.  We need resources

to construct and maintain our homes.  More efficient use of land and

materials is therefore essential to support growing populations.

Activities such as our careless use of resources like clean drinking

water, the unscrupulous harvesting of forests around the world, the

systematic use of the best farm land to satisfy the housing demands

of ever expanding communities, all place excessive pressure on the

environment: we must reduce our demands.

We are already seeing shortages of some minerals (e.g. rare earths

used in batteries and many electronic devices) but we continue to

discard phones, TVs, computers and batteries in landfill where they

may cause environmental damage.  Instead, they should be recycled.

What are the consequences if we ignore these problems?  We are

already seeing the effects of climatic change in more violent storms

and more famines which cause disease and death.  Unless humanity

makes stronger efforts to change its behaviour we are likely to see

greater catastrophes.  So far we have succeeded in staving off many

of the worst effects, but this success will not last for ever.  As

resources become depleted and thus more costly, there will be more

deaths, and as a consequence more unrest in the ‘have-not’ regions of

the world.  Our way of life and even our lives themselves may depend

sooner than we expect on our taking more meaningful action.

Instead of leaving the mess for our children and grandchildren to

resolve, we ourselves must act before it is too late.

REDUCE       REUSE       RECYCLE

FEDERAL ELECTION
STEPHEN HARPER, ARGUABLY THE M OST SLY AND TRICKY POLITICIAN

Canada has seen in generations, is up to his tricks again: the recent

Federal Budget has been crafted with the definite intention of

precipitating an election.  Harper and Flaherty have made a budget out

of smoke and mirrors.  Despite their protestations that Canadians do

not want an election, they have left few alternatives for the Opposition

to do anything but refuse their support.  This Conservative federal

government has made a mockery of Canada’s democratic process, and

we need an election at this point to clear the air.

Yet we are constantly hearing ordinary people saying that an

election is not needed at this time.  One has to ask if these people take

any notice of the blatant disregard for democratic processes that

Harper has shown in the three years since the last election.  Two years

ago we were faced with a recession which threatened to seriously

damage our economy if nothing was done.  But what did Harper and

Minister of Finance Flaherty say at the time?  They simply said that

no special measures were needed.  What about the thousands who lost

their jobs at the time?  Manufacturing plants were closing all across

the country.  Did those who lost their jobs deserve to be left to

weather it on their own resources — resources they did not have? 

Apparently the Harper government thought so.  Fortunately the

Opposition parties forced the Government to apply measures to

alleviate those conditions.

Then there were the two infamous occasions when the Government

prorogued Parliament.  This was purely a strategy intended to remove

pressure from the Government, a total denial of responsibility to do

anything at all.

Last summer too we saw the G7 and G20 meetings in Ontario. 

Aside from the somewhat questionable value of these meetings, the

Government of Canada spent over a billion dollars on them.  We saw

scenes where protesters were manhandled by security officials.  Of

course, any time there are protests like those there will be some “bad

apples” who are intent only on causing trouble.  But after the dust

settled, there were very few charges laid against the protesters,

apparently because most such charges would not stand the scrutiny of

the judiciary. 

More recently the Conservative Government has wanted to spend

billions on an American style prison system which senior officials

within the prison service have said are not what is needed.  The

Government also wants to spend more billions on new fighter jets. 

And neither of these projected expenditures was included in the

Budget presented on Tuesday 22 March.  No government of Canada

has the right to make such expenditures without approval from the 

entire House of Commons, yet that is precisely what Harper and

Flaherty have proposed to do.

The most significant issue at this time has been this Government’s

ignoring Parliament to secure its own ends.  Important financial

information was kept from Parliament even after repeated demands

that it be published.  This has led to a vote on Friday 25 March 2011

on the issue of contempt of Parliament by the Federal Government. 

The motion was passed by the House with a vote of 156 for and 145

against, bringing in a declaration of no confidence in the Harper

Conservatives, causing a needed General Election in early May.

For many years Canada has been seen by the world as one of the

few countries where real deemocracy exists.  This has been seriously

threatened by the Harper Conservatives.  It will be a sad thing if, after

the Election, a Conservative Government is re-elected, even as a

minority.  Hopefully Canadians will not allow it to happen.  

BYRNE’S STORE
Main Street, York Harbour  - Phone 681-2040

   FULL SERVICE GASOLINE
Groceries, Confectionery & Beer, Hardware, Loto

A GREAT SELECTION OF LOCAL SOUVENIRS

SHEPPARD’S CLOVER FARM STORE
! ! !  CHECK OUR PRICES  ! ! !

Gasoline  Groceries  Hardware  Lotto  Beer  Liquor
Propane Exchange Program - Sears Catalogue Agent

 DISTRIBUTOR OF PRODUCTS

from   MERCER’S MARINE 
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CONGRATULATIONS
ON A NOTEWORTHY PROMOTION

Mrs Melissa Kendell of York Harbour is proud
to announce the promotion of her son

LLEWELLYN CHARLES KENDELL
to the rank of

Chief Warrant Officer
and his appointment to the position of

Regimental Sergeant Major
of The Fifth Canadian Ranger Patrol Group (5CRPG)

headquartered in Gander, NL.

Mr Kendell and his family have been stationed
in Gander for the past eight years.

LET FREEDOM REIGN

ONE OF THE M OST REMARKABLE OCCURRENCES during the past few

weeks has been the movements for political freedom which have

got under way in the Middle East.  The most impressive of these has

been the events in Egypt where the dictator President Hosni Mubarak

was forced to resign in the face of popular demands.  It seemed at one

point that there would be the usual armed and violent crack-down by

the army on the Egyptian freedom fighters, but it did not happen. 

The revolutionaries refused to allow their determination to be

deflected, even when it looked as if there might be horrendous

bloodshed.  But it seemed that many members of the military were

themselves sympathetic towards the movement, and eventually gave

them their support. Now it remains to be seen if this fragile

democratic movement will result in the establishing of real self-

determination for the Egyptian people. 

Protests in other countries have followed, in Bahrein, Syria,

Yemen, Libya, Jordan, and others may join the movement.  Not all

have achieved the success that the Egyptians have so far enjoyed, and

many protests are continuing.  Some of them are not likely to succeed

without western intervention.  But if the West intervened then it

would be yet one more region of the world where peacekeeping

forces have to be maintained for an indefinite time, as in Afghanistan,

if we have any hope that stability will be established in the region. 

The greatest struggle still working itself out is in Libya, where the

dictator Moammar Khadafi (various spellings of his name are used)

of some thirty years standing has in effect declared war on the 

revolutionary movement there.  Unfortunately the Western

democracies were reluctant to move in the early days of the Libyan

revolutionary efforts, giving Khadafi the chance to organise his army

to retaliate.  Hundreds, maybe thousands, have already died in their

efforts to bring about change, and it is possible that many more will

suffer the same fate before the situation is resolved.

It seems likely that in the long run the freedom seekers of most

protesting populations will prevail, especially now that the free world

is paying attention to what is going on.  The military efforts of the

UN Coalition (France, USA, Canada, Britain, now with the backing

of the rest of NATO) to establish a No-Fly Zone are not to be

underestimated.  However Khadafi seems to be determined to fight

to the bitter end.  If he prevails, then blood will flow in Libya on a

scale like it did in eastern Europe some years ago, as the dictator

secures his own position again.  If he fails and the freedom fighters

prevail, Libyans will have a long road ahead of them to arrive at a

democratic society, just as Iraq and Afghanistan do.

These fledgling democracies will need much help from the

established ones like ours who must be prepared to deliver.  If we

deny that help then it will be a sad day for democracy in the Middle

East, and Western democracy will be seen as a hypocritical sham. 

Unfortunately any more positive support from the UN/NATO

Coalition is fraught with enormous risks such as charges of

interference and worse: whatever we do can be misconstrued by the

unscrupulous.  We are really caught between the proverbial “rock and

a hard place”.  Steering an effective middle course will be as difficult

a task as there has ever been, and quality leadership will be essential.

Automobile - SERVICE & REPAIRS - Gas & Diesel

CURLING ONE  STOP
Owners: Kevin & Betty Wayson

Phone 785-2619              366 Curling St, Corner Brook

LIBRARY NOTES
by

Susan Harvey

NEW ROTATING COLLECTION

The new collection has been here since March 7 .  I have not had timeth

to read any of the books, but no doubt our most enthusiastic readers

will have already had a look.  If not, check out the following titles.

ROMANCE

VC Andrews Secret Whispers

Janet Evanovich Plum Lovin’

Amanda Quick The River Knows

Sharon Owens The Teahouse on Mulberry Street

Nora Roberts Savor the Moment; Happy Ever After

Irish Hearts; Tribute

MYSTERIES

Kathy Reichs Devil Bones

Jane Haddam Glass Houses

Robert Parker Now and Then

Colin Campbell Northern Ex

Mary Higgins Clark I Heard That Song Before

MC Beaton Death of a Dreamer; Death of a Maid

Sandra Brown Play Party; Tough Customer

Ellen Moran 31 Bond Street

ADVENTURE

Dan Brown The Lost Symbol

Clive Cussler The Chase

Steven Heighton Every Lost Country

James Patterson Double Cross; You’ve Been Warned

HISTORICAL

Bernard Cornwell Sword Song (Vikings)

The Fort (British wars)

Norman Mailer The Castle in the Forest     (Adolf Hitler)

Anne Perry We Shall Not Sleep           (World War I )

Steven Pressfield The Unknown War  (Alexander the Great)

HORROR - The Best Horror of the Year, edited by Ellen Datlow

YOUTH - Mostly fantasy, including one where four children are part

wolf and one where a baby is taken over by some kind of monstrous

being.  Also one where children travel in time.

NON-FICTION - Books dealing with anxiety, composting, identity

theft, secret societies, oceans in crisis,  drywall, embroidery, multiple

sclerosis, several on eating, and three of the Chicken Soup series.

LARGE PRINT - two collections

Lesley also reports that the computer training went well and that

participants found it very worthwhile.  It is finished for this year, but it

is hoped that something similar can be offered next year.

FOOD  BANK  NOTES
by

Susan Harvey

IT LOOKS AS IF THE FOOD BANK is running low on supplies, as they

have been purchasing food.  Hopefully, we can all try to remember

the need and bring our donations to the church every week.  There was

a 14% overall increase in the amount collected at Christmas, but

already supplies in both outlets are down.  The next major drive,

Christmas in June, will not take place until Monday 6 June; please

don’t wait until then to give. 

Our co-ordinator,  Joy Conners,  has supplied statistics for 2010. 

During the year 530 families were

helped  with 1280 requests;

approximately 107 requests filled

each month.  Approximately 5 new

families were helped each month. 

So far in 2011 the two outlets have

responded to 201 requests.  These

are actually emergency situations,

not just routine; especially where

children are involved.  Imagine how

grateful you would be if it were you,

and be generous. 

         “Share your blessings”


