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           TRAIL to SOUTH HEAD

THIS PAST SUM M ER A NEW HIKING TRAIL was started, from Bottle

Cove to South Head.  Even though it is not quite completed

(another rope or two would be good) it is quite walkable and is

certainly very scenic.  Bridges have been constructed over the brooks,

boardwalks are in place in the wettest spots, ropes are installed to

assist the less sure-footed of us at some of the more difficult sections;

and there are some benches.

At the point where the steep ascent begins, the new trail joins one

that has been there for many years, and then gradually the climb

becomes much steeper until it levels off near the summit where there

is a superb view northwards across the Bay of Islands, while behind

to the south, parts of Little Port Road and Cedar Cove can be seen. 

The old lighthouse site is not visible until you begin the descent on

the north side, but we did not make the descent.  The trail is clearly

marked all the way with OBIEC blazes, and as one climbs the view

becomes more and more spectacular.

The first half of the trail is very easy going, but further out there

are steep parts and footing is not the best.  However the scenic reward

is well worth the effort.  It took us a little over 4 hours, with rest

stops, to the trail summit and back.

[The pictures above were all taken on 2010 October 15.  The

bottom one is a telescopic shot (35mm eq: 478mm, enhanced).]

ST JAMES SCHOOL DONATES TO

BAY OF ISLANDS FOODBANK

ON 2010  OCTOBER 18  GREGORY AND HELEN , a brother and sisterTH

team of students of St James School, Lark Harbour, visited the

Bay of Islands Food Bank Outlet on Herald Avenue in Corner Brook

as part of their field trip to the city.  At the same time they delivered

boxes of food which they and their fellow students of St James had

collected during their school Thanksgiving project.

In this picture from L to R are teacher Mrs Shelley Swift, students

Gregory and Helen Crane, teacher aide Mr Jamie Park, and volunteer 

Mrs Barbara Hoskins who received the food donations on behalf of

the Salvation Army which runs the Herald Avenue outlet.  Gregory

and Helen are seen here helping to sort the boxes of food worth $410.

Congratulations to all the students, their parents and teachers for

their generous effort in support of the Food Bank.  Thanks from the

Food Bank for this fine contribution from St James School.  It is good

to know that our schools are fostering not only academic achievement

but also a sense of responsibility among our young people for the

more needy in our communities.  Concern for others is a strong

Canadian value which has been recognised around the world for

generations, and which we should all be proud to see continued and

respected among our young people and encouraged in our schools.

NOVEMBER
A Time for

REMEMBRANCE

ONCE AGAIN WE APPROACH  the Eleventh Hour of the Eleventh Day

of the Eleventh Month.  It is now 92 years since the world

instituted the 11  of November as the time when we should rememberth

those who died in World Wars.  Since then we have seen perhaps

greater ferocity at work in the world, and we may be no closer to the

Reign of Peace than we ever were.

At this Remembrance Time, let us thank the many men and women

of the Canadian Armed Forces who have risked their lives and in more

than a hundred and fifty cases died in Afghanistan while keeping this

Canada the kind of place in which we all wish to live.
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 COMMUNITY CALENDAR

HC=Holy Communion; MP=Morning Prayer; EP=Evening Prayer

LH = Lark Harbour;    YH = York Harbour;    JB = John’s Beach

Details of Church Services relate to St James, Lark Harbour, only.

 2010                             NOVEMBER                             2010

  2 Tues 7:00 pm   +  John Sands Musical Concert  +nd

  6 Sat End Daylight Savings (clocks back at midnight)th

  7 Sun Pentecost 24 - 11:00 am, HCth

  8 Mon Kindergarten - Grade 4   FIELD TRIPth

  9 Tues School Remembrance Day Assemblyth

Lark Harbour ACW Friendship Night

10 Wed School Close-Outth

11 Thur Remembrance Day - School Holidayth

10:00 am - Remembrance Day Service

12 Fri School Holidayth

14 Sun Pentecost 25  -  11:00 am, Baptism & HCth

20 Sat Firefighters’ Appreciation Night th

21 Sun Reign of Christ - 7:00 pm, EPst

26 Fri Copy Deadline for 2010 December BMDth

28 Sun Advent 1 - 7:00 pm, HCth

 30 Tues Lark Harbour ACW Bell Partyth

 2010                             DECEMBER                             2010

  3 Fri School Close-Outrd

  4 Sat Santa Claus Parade See page 3th

ACW Christmas Bake Sale

  5 Sun Advent 2 - 11:00 am, HC th

12 Sun Advent 3 - 11:00 am, MPth

19 Sun Advent 4 - 7:00 pm, Sunday Sch. Christmas Pgm th

22 Wed School Closes for Christmas Holidaysnd

24 Fri Christmas Eve - 7:00 pm, HCth

25 Sat Christmas Dayth

26 Sun Christmas 1 - 7:00 pm, Lessons & Carolsth

2011                                JANUARY                               2011

 2 Sun The Epiphany - 11:00 am, HCnd

 3 Mon School reopens after Christmasrd

 9 Sun Baptism of the Lord - 11:00 am, HCth

16 Sun Epiphany 2 - 7:00 pm, HCth

23 Sun Epiphany 3 - Wk of Prayer for Christian Unityrd

     7: 00 pm, Prayer & Praise

30 Sun Epiphany 4 - 7:00 pm, HCth

2011                       ADVANCE DATES                         2011

Mar 25 Fri Deadline for 2011 April BMD.th

Apr 21 Thur School closes for Easter Holidaysst

Apr 24 Sun EASTERth

May 2 Mon School reopens after Easternd

May 23 Mon Victoria Day   -   School closedrd

Oct 11 Tues NL Provincial Election Dayth

The BLOW •M E•DOW NER  is distributed free to every

Canada Post mailbox in Lark Harbour & York Harbour

and also free by email elsewhere on request

before or on the first Friday of the month.

Next BLOW •M E•DOW NER  . . . . . . Issue 53, 2010 Dec 03

Deadline for Issue 53 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2010 Nov 26

Please submit copy as early as possible for best inclusion.

To receive your BMD by email, send an email

with the word SUBSCRIBE in the subject line to

blowmedowner@gmail.com

These are our Sponsors who support the BLOW ·M E·DOW NER .

PLEASE GIVE THEM  YOUR SUPPORT. 

Anglican Parish of Bay of Islands Lark Harbour p. 2

Byrne’s Store York Harbour p. 5

Curling ONE Stop, 366 Curling St Corner Brook p. 5

Fillatre Memorials Corner Brook p. 4

   Quik Lube Plus, 65 Humber Road Corner Brook p. 6

Sheppard’s Clover Farm Store Lark Harbour p. 5

MESSAGE FROM OUR  RECTOR

      —      Rev  Nellie  Thomas      —     

 ANGLICAN  PARISH  OF  THE  BAY  OF  ISLANDS

This month our Rector’s Column is written by Rev Derek Thomas,

who is now retired, but frequently acts as an assistant minister in this

parish and others in the area.  Here are his thoughts for the Month of

Remembrance:

REMEMBERING THE FAMILIES

IHAVE AT HOM E A COPY OF A LETTER written during the First World

War and speaking about injuries my Grandfather Thomas received

in the war.  It was written to his father back in St John’s and it reads

as follows: 

April 19, 1917

Dear Sir:

I regret to have to inform you that a report has this day been received

from the Record Office of the First Newfoundland Regiment, London,

to the effect that No. 1776 Private Arthur S. Thomas has been

admitted to Wandsworth suffering from gunshot wounds in the left leg

and right heel.  I trust that later reports will bring news of his

convalescence.  Any further information received at this Office as to

his condition will be at once notified to you.

Yours faithfully,

Colonial Secretary

I cannot begin to imagine what my great-grandparents must have gone

through, receiving that letter, not being able to contact their son, not

knowing how serious his injuries were.  I thought of all the families of

those who served, many of whom would have received similar letters. 

The soldiers were making great sacrifices, but so were their families.

On Labour Day, Rev Nellie and I were at Deer Lake Airport where

many of our fellow citizens had gathered for a Military Ramp

Ceremony.  Corporal Brian Pinksen of Corner Brook, just 20 years

old and a member of the Royal Newfoundland Regiment, had been

severely wounded while serving in Afghanistan, had succumbed to his

injuries in hospital in Germany and was now coming home for burial.

Members of Corporal Pinksen’s family were flown to Germany to be

with their loved one when he died.  Without a doubt, it must have

been comforting to know that their loved one would not have to die

alone.  Comforting also was the strong Christian faith of this family,

giving them assurance that in another life they would meet again.

The Pinksen family’s experience set me thinking about all the families

of those who serve with the Canadian forces in war-torn Afghanistan. 

It made me realize that as we approach another Remembrance Day

even as we remember those who served to safeguard our peace and to

defend our freedom, we need to remember their families also.  We

need to remember the contribution that families make:  giving moral

support to their sons and daughters who are serving in peacekeeping

and peacemaking missions, anxiously waiting for their safe return.

Let’s keep the soldiers and their families in our prayers.

Derek Thomas (Rev)

NOVEMBER
A Time for

REMEMBRANCE

ROLL OF HONOUR
Members of the Canadian Armed Forces

from Newfoundland and Labrador
who gave their lives in Active Service in Afghanistan

Cpl Jamie Brendan Murphy Conception Bay 2004 Jan 27
Sgt Vaughn Ingram Burgeo 2006 Aug 03
WO Richard Francis Nolan Mount Pearl 2006 Sep 03
Sgt Craig Paul Gillam South Branch 2006 Oct 03
Sgt Donald Lucas St John’s 2007 Apr 08
Pte Kevin Vincent Kennedy St Lawrence 2007 Apr 08
Pte Justin Peter Jones Baie Verte 2008 Dec 13
Cpl Kenneth O’Quinn Happy Valley-Goose Bay 2009 Mar 03
Cpl Brian Pinksen Corner Brook 2010 Aug 30

They shall grow not old as we that are left grow old.
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM.
Laurence Binyon (1869-1943)
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A READER’S RESPONSE

The following letter was received in response to my editorial “Long

Gun Registries & Long Census Forms” (September issue) from one

of our regular readers who lives in Ontario but has visited

Newfoundland.  The letter is addressed personally to me and is in

total disagreement with my editorial, which is why I have published

it. Thanks to KCV for taking the trouble to respond.

IM UST SAY THAT I DO NOT AGREE with your editorial on the long gun

registry.  We live in an area where hunting for bear, deer, moose,

wild turkey, rabbits, partridge, ducks and in the northern regions elk

is of great importance.  There are also lots of farms.  When I was

growing up we relied on hunting to provide food.

If the people here were to vote, it would be overwhelmingly to

eliminate the registry.  It is not that they have difficulty in registering;

it is the uselessness of it and the penalties that law abiding citizens

are subject to for violation while having no effect on criminals. 

Those who changed their vote from what their people said during the

free vote to fall in the line with the political party line should be

ashamed of themselves.  They abdicated those who elected them and

I hope they pay dearly for it.

If a hardworking farmer goes out into his field to stop a fox or

brush wolf from killing his chickens or sheep, and he happens to be

challenged by an officer who just happens to be driving by and he

does not have on his person his little insignificant piece of paper that

says his gun is registered, he is charged, his gun and all the rest of his

guns confiscated, and he is left with a criminal record.  Don’t say it

doesn’t happen because it does; in one case here the farmer did not

have a chance to get his guns back after proving he was an honest,

law abiding, church going individual, because they had been

destroyed.

Compare that to the criminal whose guns are never registered

because he couldn’t care less about it.  He is already breaking a

dozens laws and the penalty for not registering his weapon is totally

meaningless.  As soon as he is able, he gets another gun from any

number of sources and then goes on with his criminal activities. 

Remember, the gun of choice for criminals is the handgun and

they have been required to be registered since the 1930s.  Has it had

any effect on criminal activities?  Absolutely not.  Tougher penalties

for criminal acts with guns is the best weapon, and such penalties are

being increased.

The 11,000 weekly contacts to the registry is a joke.  My friends

in law enforcement tell me that every time a check is made on

anyone, even for something very minor, it is automatically forwarded

to the registry.  That, as The Man Called Intrepid Sir William

Stevenson said, is intentional misinformation to mislead the enemy. 

It is interesting to note many of the “front line” officers did not agree

with the position of the Chiefs.

Meanwhile, our farmer friend has a criminal record.  Does that

sound fair to you?  It sure as hell doesn’t to me.

Signed KCV

(Note: The Registry issue is set aside for the moment, after the recent

House of Commons defeat of the bill to abolish it; however it is

unlikely that we have heard the last of the arguments.)

York Harbour & Lark Harbour
Christmas Parade

Saturday, Dec 4 at 10:30 AM

This year the Parade will start in York Harbour
and travel to Lark Harbour Town Hall.

When we arrive in Lark Harbour
there will be a lunch and entertainment

as well as a chance to take pictures.

Last year was a huge success with lots of floats
so let’s try to make it even bigger.

Anyone interested in helping with the details
please contact

Michelle at 681-2494.

OUTER BAY OF ISLANDS
ENHANCEMENT COMMITTEE

THE OBIEC had a very successful Project again this

year.  We managed to secure approximately

$68,000 from Federal and Provincial Government

Departments. 

We employed five workers this summer from both

Lark Harbour and York Harbour.  The Project ran

from May 31 - October 1.  Regular maintenance was

done on our existing trails and a new 3.6km trail was

completed at South Head.  The parking lot at

Coppermine was completed including the installation

of a guard rail and garbage cans.  The parking lot at Bottle Cove

Beach was doubled in size to accommodate the extra traffic.  We also

completed a walking trail along the beach with four bridges over

streams and culverts to join into the hike to Bottle Cove Trail.  We

installed extra boardwalks on the Cedar Cove Trail and upgraded the

trail out to Little Port Lighthouse. This network of trails in the Outer

Bay of Islands is attracting more tourists to the area and the business

community is seeing increased traffic.  Local residents are using the

trails and the comments are very positive.  Tourists from all over the

world are visiting the area and hiking our trails. Videos of Copper

Mine Cape and Falls, Cedar Cove and Bottle Cove Trails can be

viewed on Youtube.  Feedback has been excellent.

Over the winter months we will be developing a pamphlet

promoting our trails and additional signage will be installed prior to

the start of the next hiking season.

The top of South Head Lighthouse is secured on the perimeter of

the parking lot in Bottle Cove.  Our intention is to have it refinished

and have signage erected outlining the history of the Lighthouse.

Editor’s Note: Thanks to all members of the OBIEC for their untiring

effort which is adding so much to our Communities; thanks also to the

project employees who have done such fine quality work.

  

WHICH OF THESE CANS HOLDS MOST ?

A few months ago we noted

how certain companies are

sneak ing  h id d en  p r ice

increases on products that we

buy on a regular basis.  Some

of these we notice only after

close examination.  So which

of these two drink cans

contains the most liquid? 

The actual amounts are printed at the bottom of each can, but if you

can’t read those small numbers, they are, on the Left 355ml, on the

Right 311ml, a difference of 44ml.

These two cans each contained a carbonated raspberry drink.  Both

were made by the same company, and both sold by the same Corner

Brook grocery store at different times, but at the same price.  The can

style on the right has recently replaced the one on the left.  At a first

glance we may not even notice the difference when it is on the shelf

in the store.  Then, perhaps, we notice something a bit different, and

we think, “It’s just a different shape, taller and thinner ... it looks as if

it holds as much drink.”  But it doesn’t!  Once more we have been

deceived by a marketing ploy: “Change the shape without telling the

customers and they won’t notice the difference!”  Here we have a 12%

difference.  If the drink in the old can cost us $1.00, the new, smaller

can should only cost about $0.88, or certainly no more than $0.90,

unless a price increase has taken place.

Perhaps it’s time that we consumers let the retailers know that we

are tired of packages containing uneven quantities.  Some groceries do

help by calculating the cost of a standard unit of each product and

displaying this figure on their shelves so that the shopper can compare

prices easily.  This is good.  But the busy shopper cannot always take

the time to compare.  Packages of standardised weights of similar

rounded amounts, instead of the varied irregular quantities would

make comparison much easier.  If the manufacturers wanted to, they

could do this with relatively little trouble.  But they are unlikely to do

so without pressure. 

Have you noticed if any other products are catching us out?

If you have any ideas about this topic, let us know, or write an

article yourself for publication here.
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LIBRARY NOTES
by

Susan Harvey

Rotating collection still here and will be until 17 November:

1.  Double Shot Diane Mott Davidson

2.  The Grave Tattoo Val McDermid

3.  Murder at Ford’’s Theatre Margaret Truman

4.  Short Straw Stuart Woods

5.  The White Tiger Aravind Adiga

6.  Death is a Dream E C Tubb

7.  Born in Death J C Robb (Nora Roberts)

8.  Belle Ruin Martha Grimes

More new Newfoundland books:

9. Cupids Paul Butler

10. The Seary Line Nicole Lundrigan

11. Mi’sel Joe R R Andersen & Dr John Crellin

12. Brian Tobin: All in Good Time Brian Tobin with J L Reynolds

13. So Few on Earth Josie Penny

1.  Double Shot is a culinary mystery set in Colorado.  Goldy, the

main character, is a caterer in a small town.  There is almost as much

emphasis on her many recipes for different community functions as

on the mystery.  Goldy is the ex-wife of one of the murder victims,

which seems to make her a likely suspect for his murder.  However,

the victim has at least one other ex-wife and perhaps fifty lovers

whom he has dumped, so there are other suspects.  Most of the

characters in the story seem to feel his death is good riddance;  most

of them are not that lovable either.  More complications occur, and

a few more questionable characters turn up; but eventually a villain

is identified.  Easy reading, somewhat complicated.  Might make you

hungry.

2.  The Grave Tattoo is what you might call a historical mystery. 

The action in the book is present-day, but the main character Dr. Jane

Gresham is pursuing a mystery from the early 1800s.  She believes

the poet William Wordsworth had been contacted by Fletcher

Christian, from the mutiny on the Bounty.  Wordsworth and Christian

really had been at school together in the English Lake District.  Jane

has discovered papers which suggest Christian might have told his

story to Wordsworth, who then wrote a poem about it.  The poem

could not be published at the time because Christian would have been

hanged for mutiny if he was known to be in England.  Jane also

believes a body found in a peat bog might be Christian.  If the

manuscript might actually still be lying around in someone’s attic, it

would be very valuable; and others begin secretly trying to beat Jane

to the manuscript.  Several modern crimes, including possible

murder, then occur.  When Jane finally believes she is very close to

finding the poem, she also discovers how desperately someone else

wants it.  An exciting scene resolves most of the modern mystery and

some of the old one.  Long, but interesting.

3.  Murder in Ford’s Theatre is a mystery set against a very different

historical background.  Ms Truman is apparently very familiar with

how things work in Washington DC; she must have been living there

since her father was president 1945-1952.  Two murders are

involved: one a young girl killed outside the old Ford’s Theatre; and

the original murder in Ford’s Theatre back in 1867, when the actor

John Wilkes Booth shot President Abraham Lincoln. Many details

are given of both murders, and the modern-day one does get resolved;

but there is quite a bit of background action.  The young fellow

accused of the murder has important parents, and they are just too

busy with their own concerns to be much help to him.  Fortunately

their friends stand by them, and the police do their work effectively. 

Things do get resolved for the best, more or less.  An interesting read,

not too exciting.

4.  Short Straw is an adventure story featuring a truly evil and amoral

woman.  None of the other characters are very likable either.  The

nearest thing to a “good guy”” is lawyer Ed Eagle, whose wife

Barbara has decided to become a wealthy widow, starting with

cleaning out his bank account.  He hires two men to try to recover the

money she took with her, and they follow her through two countries 

with murders occurring along the way.  If you like reading about

expensive life styles, people who can arrange anything, and lots of

violent action, this is easy and suspenseful reading.

5.  The White Tiger is the story of a man who achieves success using

his wits and his personality - and some well-timed eavesdropping. Not

a nice person in many ways, but he still discovers some surprisingly

decent behaviour in a corrupt and indecent world.

6. Death is a Dream  is the story of a man who chooses to be put into

suspended animation until science has discovered the cure for his

illness.  It turns out that things are not  quite what he expected when

he wakes up.

7. Born in Death features homicide detective Lieutenant Eve Dallas

who must deal with a double murder at the same time she is involved

with a friend’s childbirth drama.

 8. Belle Ruin is one of Ms Grimes’ mysteries involving young Emma

Graham in a small American town called Spirit Lake.  She discovers

in the woods the ruins of a fabulous hotel which burned to the ground

before she was born.  She encounters many old family secrets and

some old crimes in the old ruin.

New Newfoundland books

9. Cupids is a historical novel dealing with the 17  century settlementth

at Cupers Cove, now known as Cupids.  The story does not seem to

contain much historical fact, and takes place almost entirely in

England rather than in Newfoundland.  But it is an interesting story of

conspiracy and murder in which the main historical character is John

Guy.  It tells of his return to England to get more funding for his

colony.  His adventures there and the people involved in them must be

purely speculative.  It is easy and interesting reading, probably more

exciting than the history we know about.  Maybe Mr Butler’s version

is right.  Who knows?

10. The Seary Line is a kind of family history set in Bended Knee,

Newfoundland.  This particular family history does not proceed in the

normal way, and the family members never seem to quite figure out

where they came from.  There is a lot of ruminating, and many

strange, somewhat mystical, ideas as to their places in the great

scheme of things.  Their community does not seem to quite ring true

to my idea of a Newfoundland settlement, though apparently

Ms Lundrigan did grow up in Upper Gullies; but she has been a long

time in Ontario.  It seemed to me that it would have been a better story

if the characters had actually managed to discover some of their

history, rather than engaging in lonely individual fantasies.

11.  Mi’sel Joe is the story of the man commonly known as Michael

Joe, chief of the Conne River Mi’kmaq reserve.  He is well-known for

his efforts to preserve the traditional culture of his people.  The book

is based on taped interviews with Mr Joe.  Dr Crellin has known

Michael Joe since one of his students in the medical school did a

project studying the tribe’s use of natural medicine.  Our son Bill

worked on that project and was much impressed by the Mi’kmaqs.

12.  All in Good Time is Brian Tobin’s own story of his life to date. 

Much of his history is familiar to us, of course, but it is told in an

entertaining way.  We do learn more about the political negotiations

behind the Turbot War and other events.  His descriptions of other

politicians, from Pierre Trudeau to Clyde Wells, are especially

interesting but never unkind.  He comes over as a good representative;

he is true to his rule of Never forget the people who elected you.  We

could do worse than have him still representing us in Ottawa.

Published in 2002, the book has only just made it to our Library.

13.  So Few on Earth is the story of a young Métis woman brought up

in Labrador in the 1940s and 1950s.  She went through some of the

same bad experiences at the boarding school in Cartwright that we

hear of in the western residential schools.  Afterwards she worked at

the school and as a nanny in Happy Valley-Goose Bay, and then went

to university in Ontario.  She still lives there with her family.
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TOWN OF

LARK HARBOUR

Regular Meeting of 2010 October 19   th

Present: Mayor: John Parsons;  Deputy Mayor: Jamie Park;

Councillors: Llewellyn Childs, Stanley Childs, &

Pauline Sheppard;

Clerks: Louise Darrigan (recording), Debra Park.

Meeting commenced at 7:00 pm.

! Minutes of Meeting of 2010 September 14  adopted as circulated.th

! Water/Sewer Update:

• in relation to pending meeting (about water & sewer project)

with Dave Strong, Dan Hynes and Walter Anderson, clerk will

follow up on this with more phone calls.

• draft bulletin of Water and Sewer reviewed and all agreed to

place it in the October issue of the BLOW •M E•DOW NER  and also

to mail to each household.

• Christmas newsletter will also provide further update, if needed,

and also an update on the newly refurbished town building with

possible inclusion of pictures. Also discussed option of providing

a plaque to commemorate the re-dedication of the building.  No

decision made at this time.

• approval of Water and Sewer Phase 2 as discussed in several

prior meetings reviewed: Mayor called for motion to proceed with 

Phase 2 which will include construction of both a water and a

sewer system. The water system will include a chlorination

building, 400 metres of 250mm diameter water transmission line,

1240 metres of 200mm water main, 520 metres of 150mm

diameter water line and 1650 metres of 200mm sewer line, in

addition to 62 house services from the intersection of Little Port

Road and Route 450 heading south.

• discussed also a loan for the project and need to obtain the

services of Bank of Montreal.  Approved.

! The Town Hall update was discussed briefly.

• Council will inspect prior to issuing final payment.

• need for Painting and Floor Waxing, including space dedicated

to Seniors 60+ use.  One quote each received for Painting ($450)

and Floor Waxing ($100).  Council approved both expenses.

! VP of Seniors’ 60+ Club contacted re bingo machine usage. 

They will discuss at another meeting and report back to Council.

! Thermostat problem - Councillor Stanley will follow up on this.

! Community surveys - Clerk unable to reach Mr Noseworthy. 

Matter directed to file until notification received.

! Fire Dept - insurance and fire truck application - Clerk reported

that work is progressing with York Harbour on this application.

Also advised that insurance cost will increase for inclusion of

equipment and portable contents.  This is prorated to March 2011

renewal time at approximately $85.84.   Approved.

! Financial report approved as presented.  $12,500 to be transferred

from term deposit to general account and $4,500 moved to gas tax 

from general account.  Write off of $154.49 also approved.

! Building permit requests approved as attached to minutes.

! Collections report reviewed briefly and members given a copy.  

! Complaints/concerns - One concern received, Clerk to follow up.

! Fire Dept meeting - Monday January 10  chosen by Council.th

! VOCM Care Donation: $100 has already been approved and

donated to the Relief Fund for Hurricane Igor.

! City of Corner Brook re electronic waste - Council agreed to

forego any involvement at this time.

! Mun. Affairs - ICSP approval letter and report on visit discussed

briefly and sent to file.

! Playground - discussed but still waiting on another quote. Clerk

will contact. Also contact to be made with MHA Terry Loder.

! FCM membership - membership of the NL Federation of 

Municipalities only will be maintained.

! Town Hall rental rates reviewed and will remain unchanged.

! Correspondence reviewed.  “Smart Bay” project will be posted.

PLEASE NOTE - There will be no BLOW•M E•DOW NER  published

during January, February or March 2011.  Any announcements for

that period may be submitted for the December 2010 issue, which has

its copy deadline November 26 .  The deadline for the 2011 Aprilth

issue will be 2011 March 25  Friday.th

WATER AND SEWER UPDATE
The following Update was received 2010 October 27 from Lark Harbour

Town Council concerning the proposed Water and Sewer Project.

The previous Council voted to have Walter Anderson Engineering

Consultants conduct a review of the water and sewer project which

was completed in 1993.  The updated study identified Fairfax Brook

(Lark Harbour Brook) as having an ample supply of water for the

Community throughout the year so they decided to proceed with the

water project at a cost of approximately $5 million.  When the new

Council took office in September 2009 discussions took place around

a combined water and sewer project.  Anderson Engineering made a

further study and the sewer project came in at approximately

$2.5 million for a total of $7.5 million for combined water and sewer.

Under the present Government Guidelines of the “90-10 Rule”**, our

Community share of the Project would be approximately $750,000.

If approved, it is Council’s intention to secure a loan repayable over

a 15-year period.  The water and sewer tax will be approximately

$300.00 per year per property.  All figures are approximate and may

change.  Property owners will be responsible for the cost of bringing

water and sewer from their property boundary to their building.

Advantages:

! Up to a 25% reduction in residential fire insurance

! Cost savings by eliminating the need for septic-pumping 

! Residents will not be taxed until water and sewer reaches their

property

! Adequate supply of clean, safe drinking water

! No sewer outfalls running into ditches or the Harbour

! Gas-tax rebate will be used to help with Town costs

! Water and sewer makes our Community more attractive to new

businesses and new families.

Council has already indicated to both the Provincial and Federal

Governments our desire to proceed with water and sewer.  We are

currently waiting for a meeting with both levels of Government to

ensure all four phases of the Project are being financed under the

90-10 Rule.  Once this has been approved, Municipal Affairs will

conduct a review of our budget to determine our capability to handle

the financing of this Project.

Residents will be updated regularly through bulletins and reports of

our meetings which are published in the BLOW •M E•DOW NER .

If residents have any questions or concerns regarding this Project,

please contact the Town Council office in person, by phone

(681-2256), or in writing.

** NOTE: The “90-10 Rule” was introduced about 4 years ago.  It

is designed to assist communities with less than 3,000 population to

finance eligible projects beyond their ability to finance on their own. 

Under the Rule the NL Government will finance 90% while the Town

takes on the remaining 10% of the total project cost.  Water & Sewer

Projects are eligible.

  SHEPPARD’S  CLOVER  FARM  STORE
! ! !  CHECK OUR PRICES  ! ! !

Gasoline  Groceries  Hardware  Lotto  Beer  Liquor
Propane Exchange Program - Sears Catalogue Agent

 DISTRIBUTOR OF PRODUCTS

from   MERCER’S MARINE 

BYRNE’S STORE
Main Street, York Harbour  - Phone 681-2040

   FULL SERVICE GASOLINE
Groceries, Confectionery & Beer, Hardware, Loto

A GREAT SELECTION OF LOCAL SOUVENIRS

Automobile - SERVICE & REPAIRS - Gas & Diesel

CURLING ONE  STOP
Owners: Kevin & Betty Wayson

Phone 785-2619              366 Curling St, Corner Brook
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Editorial:

OMAR KHADR

CHILD SOLDIER OR CRIMINAL?

OMAR KHADR IS A YOUNG CANADIAN CITIZEN  born in Toronto,

1986 September 19 .  On 2002 July 27  while still 15 years old,th th

he was captured by American forces in Afghanistan and was

imprisoned first in Afghanistan, then at Guantanamo Bay where he

still remains.  While incarcerated he has been subjected to atrocious

conditions, including torture.  He is now aged 24.

Omar’s childhood was far from ideal.  His father was involved

with al Qaeda and was a close acquaintance of Osama Bin Laden. 

When Omar was still very young his father required him to become

involved with al Qaeda.  Obedience to parents is a good thing, but in

this case the father is the guilty one.  This kid had no chance.

Khadr faces five charges, including murder, by throwing a

grenade which killed an American soldier, Sergeant Chris Speer. 

Evidence surrounding this incident, part of a military action in which

several Afghan civilians were also killed, seems confused.  However

there is no question that Khadr was seriously wounded, shot twice in

the back and blinded in one eye during that incident.

A group called Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers was

founded in 1998 by such respected organisations as Amnesty

International, the International Save the Children Alliance, World

Vision International, and others.  These are not “bleeding heart

liberal organisations”: they are some of the most effective groups

working to improve the lives of countless children around the world

today.  They have declared Omar Khadr to have been a child soldier

when he was captured, and that he should have been treated as such. 

However the Canadian Government has chosen to ignore this. 

Canada is a signatory to the United Nations Convention on the Rights

of the Child and is therefore obligated to support it.  As of a year ago,

194 nations, including Canada, have signed, but the USA has not.

Support for Khadr has also come from eminent Canadians like

Stephen Lewis (Canadian academic, politician, Ambassador to the

UN), and retired General Romeo Dallaire, now a Canadian Senator. 

Both these men have stated strongly that Khadr should have been

treated as a child soldier and repatriated to Canada years ago. 

Appeals to Canadian courts have supported Khadr’s repatriation: in

January 2010 the Supreme Court of Canada ruled that Khadr’s

constitutional rights had been violated by the government’s lack of

support.  This ruling was ignored.  More recently, a UN human rights

official has come out in support of Khadr.  To date the Harper

Government has refused to take action on behalf of Omar Khadr. 

Other countries whose citizens had  been captured in Afghanistan by

the US Army, long ago had them repatriated, with US co-operation.

On 2010 October 25, Khadr accepted a plea bargain in order to

gain more immediate freedom.  However this required his pleading

guilty to all his charges, none of which has yet been proven.

Meanwhile, Khadr’s situation remains moot.  Canadians are

expressing opinions both for and against him.  But an apparent

(maybe actual) hypocritical response by the Government of Canada

which, on human rights issues like this, pays lipservice but explicitly

denies the need for action, brings into question our right to remind

China and others of their shortcomings.  The eyes of the world are

indeed on us: our credibility in human rights is now being questioned.

South of the border, many Americans close to the case believe

that, because of his age, Khadr should never have been placed under

the military legal process; but there are others who are opposed to the

idea of his entering a plea that might result in a lesser sentence.  The

eyes of the world, too, are on the United States, and some Americans

fear that their international reputation, like Canada’s, may also be

downgraded further if the Khadr issue is wrongly handled.

Regardless of the rightness or wrongness of Canada’s failure to

support one of its own citizens, what does this Khadr imbroglio do to

Canada’s international reputation, tarnished as it has become in the

last few years with the Government’s often careless and dictatorial

approach, at home or abroad, to any challenge?

*See  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Omar_Khadr for a very detailed

account of Khadr’s life before and after his capture.

WELL  I  NEVER . . . . !!!

Did you know that when Coca Cola, or Coke, was first marketed in

1886, the drink contained a significant amount of the drug cocaine? 

The amount was significant enough that the beverage was marketed

as a substitute for alcohol, and a cure for several nervous ailments.

In 1903 public opinion began to grow negative towards cocaine, and

the formula for Coke was changed to remove all but the most

insignificant trace of the narcotic.

The regular Coke, like most other soft drinks, still contains a

horrendous amount of sugar.  But the artificial sweeteners in the diet

versions may be just as harmful in other ways.

YORK / LARK HARBOUR FIRE DEPARTMENT

Annual Appreciation Ball
Dinner and Dance

Saturday, Nov 20 at 6:30pm

This Year We Will Be Selling 30 Tickets at a Cost of $5.00 per
Person. These Will Be Available at the York Harbour Post Office.

This Year Is Our 25th Anniversary
So Please Come out to Help Us Celebrate.

If You Have Any Questions Please Call Bill at 681-2494.

The Fire Department is still needs

new volunteers to join.

If you are interested in becoming a member

please drop by the Fire Hall on Sunday at 7pm

or call Bill at 681-2494

UNITED STATES MIDTERM ELECTIONS
THEIR SIGNIFICANCE FOR CANADA

IT’S TWO YEARS SINCE BARACK OBAM A was elected President of the

United States amid great hoop-la and hopes that a new era was

dawning.  Obama promised great things, perhaps the most significant

being a complete overhaul of their Public Health system to provide

affordable health care for everyone; also there was the need to bail out

several US banks because of the mortgage fiasco; and then the

problems in the automotive industry.

Remedial measures were

needed to avoid a worldwide

depression like that of the

1930s.  H owever rising

criticism for what was seen by

many as irresponsible spending

led to the formation of groups

like the Tea Party, and the

in c r e a s in g  in f lu e n c e  o f

demagogic leaders like Sarah

Palin.

What does all this mean for

Canada?  As Pierre Trudeau

once said in his famous

elephant-and-mouse analogy, “when the US sneezes, Canada falls out

of bed”.  And if the US does slip into a “double-dip recession”,

Canada will also feel it.

A second US recession would throw many more Americans out of

work, in addition to those already unemployed.  This would mean that

much less manufacturing is being done there, leading to reduced

demands for the many products we ship south of the border (lumber,

iron & steel, oil, natural gas, to name a few), leading to increased

unemployment here.

One more serious concern is that when Americans see employment

falling there, they try to protect their industries by adding tariffs to

imported products.  Remember the problem Canada had over lumber

a few years ago, with millions of dollars in tariffs added to the

Canadian product and our market falling?

The fact is that these midterm elections are likely to result in the

election of many who are opposed to Obama.  Then, if the US

economy continues its downward trend, Canada will certainly suffer.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Omar_Khadr

