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THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES - A MESSAGE FROM THE GOHS

HOW FAST THE TIM E FLIES!  It is now September and the partridge

berries have begun to ripen into red on the hill Up Above the

Beach.  This is one of our favourite seasons of  the year, when the

days begin and end with that slight chill that smells of Autumn; when

the  leaves begin to turn and we know that the hills will soon be a

tapestry of red and gold.  But then  we also love the Spring when the

trees are a young green and the star flowers and cracker berries shine

white in the undergrowth.  And the Summer when the irises bloom

and we know it's time to  hunt for strawberries.  And the Winter — 

well, we only braved a few short winters in Lark Harbour.   It has its

own beauty — majestic and stark, and cold cold cold.  Well — now

it’s time to say farewell to one of the loveliest and most memorable

chapters in our lives.

When we first decided to spend part of the year in Lark Harbour,

we thought we would be  lucky if we could spend five years there. 

Just five.  Even if we have only five years, it will be worth while.  We

are fortunate that we have been able to enjoy seven unforgettable

years, from  2002 to 2008.

We want to say a fond farewell and thank you to all the kind

people we have met in Lark Harbour — and there have been many. 

To name a few: Walter and Bertha Childs, all the gals at the 

Guardian Angel, Warren Joyce and Bernice, Marjorie Childs at the

Post Office, Norma Pickett and Lesley Sheppard at the Library, Terry

Sheppard, our Strong Man, Walter and Margaret Youden, Susan  and

Stuart Harvey, Reverend Nellie, Marlaine and Junior Childs, Paul and

Pauline Sheppard who ferried  us to Corner Brook and back, and

Roxanne Youden, Judy Lidstone and the ladies of the Health

Committee who helped with the garage sale that emptied out our

house.  (We like to think we have left bits of  ourselves in quite a few

households in Lark Harbour as a result of the garage sale!)

We want here to also include friends, Rejeanne and Claude

Martineau, and John and Laura Sobanik from away who, like us, fell

in love with Lark Harbour and made it their second home.

We are fortunate that we live in the city of Vancouver, where

mountains and beaches are just a  ride away.  Our house here has a

small but wild garden full of fruit trees.  We like it that way.  It

reminds us of the Trail opposite our house in Lark Harbour.  And

instead of strawberries, raspberries and partridge berries, we have

been harvesting cherries, figs and blackberries from  our little plot and

are expecting a crop of plums and oriental pears soon.

We welcome the new owners of No 197 Lark Harbour Road and

hope they will be as happy there as we have been.

— Goh Poh Seng and Margaret

GATHERING PARTRIDGE BERRIES
WITH MARGARET

The climb up the hill was easy enough 
an hour after our simple breakfast 
of fruits and bread
coated richly with home-made
partridge berry jam
cooked from last year’s crop,
surely the sweetest under
all of heaven,  
and freshly brewed coffee, 
fragrant and steaming.

We started at sea level
where the tiny village of Lark Harbour
is nestled by the hills,
ascertained the sky was clear as hallelujah, 
the prospects ahead blessed with elemental grace.    
Soon  we made our way
walking among gleaming white headstones,
lit by the light of a full sun, 
glorious as can be.

Dear love, you’ve complained often 
that I write too much
about doom and gloom.
Well, here’s one poem
which proves you wrong.
No doubt that it’s set 
in a cemetery,
but there’s not an ounce of gloom
amongst the doomed here.
Instead, I believe the dead
extend to us a welcome,
the air up here
so tranquil and friendly.

I lift up my face, gazing at the blue sky,
not a single drop of bitterness anywhere,
the wild grasses frolic and dance
gaily at the foot of the mountains
which surround us on three sides,
and on the fourth give to a lovely vista
of the sea,
itself infectious with the dance.
We know not of sadness
as, delighted, we bend to gather
the ripe, red partridge berries
to feast when we return home. — by Goh Poh Seng

Many of us were sad to see Goh Poh Seng and Margaret leave and

sell their home in Lark Harbour.  Poh Seng, a well-known writer, left

his native Singapore for Canada where he worked for several years

as a medical doctor in Cow Head, Newfoundland, until he retired. 

Then he and Margaret bought a house in Lark Harbour, spending

summers here and winters in Vancouver.  A favourite pastime for

them here was berry-picking in the fall, as Poh Seng’s poem attests. 

Several of his books are available at the Blow-Me-Down Library.

Poh Seng and Margaret, we are happy that you enjoyed being

here with us, and we wish you the best as you continue your lives four

thousand miles away in Vancouver.  We miss you both.  — SLH

POH SENG AND MARGARET AT BIRCHY HILL
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
HC=Holy Communion; MP=Morning Prayer; EP=Evening Prayer

LH = Lark Harbour;    YH = York Harbour;    JB = John’s Beach

Details of Church Services relate to St James, Lark Harbour, only.

2009                                OCTOBER                                2009

  4 Sun Pentecost 18, 11:00am, Youth Serviceth

11 Sun Thanksgiving, 11:00am, Baptism & HCth

12 Mon Thanksgiving Holiday (School closed)th

13 Tues Blood Donor Session - Lark Harbourth

5:00 - 8:00pm at St James Church Hall

School picture day

16 Fri School close-out for all studentsth

18 Sun Pentecost 20, 7:00pm, Memorial Hymn Singth

19  Mon - 21  Wed Killdevil Camp for Grades 5 & 6th st

22  Thur & 23  Fri - School Close-out for all students    nd rd

24 Sat United Nations Dayth

25 Sun Pentecost 21, 7:00pm, Evening Prayerth

30 Fri Copy Deadline for Nov BLOW·ME·DOWNER th

31 Sat End of Daylight Saving Time - clocks back 1 hourst

2009                               NOVEMBER                              2009

  1 Sun All Saints Day, 11:00am, Friendship Sundayst

  8 Sun Remembrance Sunday, 11:00am, Holy Communionth

10 Tues School Assembly for Remembrance Dayth

11 Wed Remembrance Day  - School closedth

15 Sun Pentecost 24, 7:00pm, Healing Service & HCth

20 Fri St Ambrose Church Silent Auction, 7:00pm, atth

the Community Centre, Benoit’s Cove
22 Sun Reign of Christ, 7:00pm, CONFIRMATIONnd

27 Fri Copy Deadline for Dec BLOW·ME·DOWNER th

29 Sun Advent 1, 7:00pm, Holy Communionth

2009                                DECEMBER                             2009

 6 Sun Advent 2, 11:00am, Confirmation Serviceth

 9 Wed School Christmas Concertth

13 Sun Advent 3, 11:00am, Baptism & Holy Communionth

20 Sun Advent 4, 7:00pm, Holy Communionth

22 Tues School closes for Christmas breaknd

24 Thur Christmas Eve, 4:00pm, Holy Communionth

25  Fri Christmas Dayth

27 Sun Christmas 1, 7:00pm, Service of Lessons & Carolsth

 2010                        ADVANCE DATES                         2010

January 3 Sun Epiphany, 11:00am, Morning Prayerrd

January 4 Mon School reopens after Christmas breakth

April 1 Thur School closes for Easter breakst

April 12 Mon School reopens after Easter breakth

May 24 Mon Victoria Day - School closedth

June 25 Fri Last Day of School Yearth

The BLOW·ME·DOWNER is distributed free of charge to each  
Canada Post mailbox in Lark Harbour and York Harbour

before or on the first Friday of the month.
Next Copy Deadline . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .Friday 30 Oct 2009
Next BLOW·ME·DOWNER: Issue 42 . . . Friday 4 Dec 2009

For $1.00 we will mail a single copy anywhere in Canada.
You may now choose to receive your BLOW·ME·DOWNER     
free by email in PDF format.  Send an email (with the word

“SUBSCRIBE” in the subject line) to this email address:
blowmedowner@gmail.com

Thanks to  our Sponsors for their support of The

BLOW ·M E·DOW NER . 

Anglican Parish of Bay of Islands Lark Harbour  -

Byrne’s Store York Harbour p. 4

Curling ONE Stop, 366 Curling St Corner Brook p. 5

Fillatre Memorials Corner Brook p. 4

   Quik Lube Plus, 65 Humber Road Corner Brook p. 4

Sheppard’s Clover Farm Store Lark Harbour p. 6

HAPPY THANKSGIVING

MESSAGE FROM OUR  RECTOR

      —      Rev  Nellie  Thomas      —     

 ANGLICAN  PARISH  OF  THE  BAY  OF  ISLANDS

THE DAY BEFORE THANKSGIVING an elderly man in Phoenix called

his son in New York and said to him, “I hate to ruin your day, but

I have to tell you that your mother and I are divorcing; 45 years of

misery is enough. We’re sick of each other, and so you call your sister

in Chicago and tell her.”

Frantic, the son called his sister, who exploded on the phone.

“Like heck they’re getting divorced,” she shouted, “I’ll take care of

this.”  She called Phoenix immediately, and said to her father. “You

are NOT getting divorced. Don’t do a single thing until I get there.

I’m calling my brother back, and we’ll both be there tomorrow. Until

then, don’t do a thing, DO YOU HEAR ME?”  The man hung up his

phone and turned to his wife. “Okay, honey. The kids are coming for

Thanksgiving and paying for their flights.”

On October 11  we will be celebrating Thanksgiving Sunday. It isth

a day in which we like to set aside time in our busy schedules to give

thanks to God. There is nothing wrong with that, but God’s word tells

us that we should be thanking God each and every day of our lives. In

spite of everything going on in this world, we have so much to be

thankful for.  One of my favourite hymns is:

Refrain:

All things bright and beautiful,

all creatures great and small,

all things wise and wonderful,

the Lord God made them all.

Each little flower that opens,

each little bird that sings,

he made their glowing colors, 

he made their tiny wings. Refrain

The purple-headed mountain,

the river running by,

the sunset, and the morning

that brightens up the sky. Refrain

The cold wind in the winter,

the pleasant summer sun,

the ripe fruits in the garden,

he made them every one. Refrain

He gave us eyes to see them,

and lips that we might tell

how great is God Almighty,

who has made all things well. Refrain

God is everywhere.  God is with us as we drive our cars on the

highways, with us as we work, when we are sick, as we care for our

children, as we go to school, God is with us at every moment of our

lives!  We thank God for that!

God made this world that we live in and everything in it.  What a

wonderful job he did.  He made everything perfect.  Every time we

see a sunset, let’s thank God.  Every time we see a beautiful flower,

a little bird singing in the tree, let’s thank God.  Because it is God

who made all these things, let’s thank Him.  I invite you to join us as

we gather for worship on Thanksgiving Sunday.  May our hearts

overflow with thanksgiving to the Lord as we meditate on His Word,

on His goodness, on His love, and on His faithfulness!!!

Don’t forget the Blood Donor Clinic

which is taking place at St James

Church Hall in Lark Harbour

on Tuesday 13  Octoberth

from 5:00 to 8:00pm.

If you are fit and healthy, aged between

17 and 71 years, you can give blood.

Under 17, parental permission is required.

Blood can be the gift of life.  One day you may need it yourself.

In the case of giving blood, it is much more

blessed to give than to need to receive!
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OBITUARY

RALPH ALEXANDER CHILDS
1927 January 16 - 2009 September 6

IT WAS WITH GREAT SADNESS

that the family of the late
Ralph Alexander Childs
announced his passing on
Sunday 6  September 2009 atth

the Western Memorial Regional
Hospital, Corner Brook at the
age of 82 years.  He leaves to
mourn with fond and loving
memories his wife Louise;
daughter Karen; sons: Karl
(Valerie) and Chris (Leanne);
grandchildren: Danielle,
Vanessa, Alex (Ashley), Colby, Brooke and Paige; brothers and
sister-in-law: Warren Sheppard, Emma (Stan) Childs and Myles
(Ruth) Sheppard, as well as a large circle of nieces, nephews, other
relatives and friends.  He was predeceased by his parents John
Charles and Sarah Childs, two children Karl and Lois, sister Eileen,
brothers John Charles Childs and Wallace Childs, sister-in-law
Marion Maxwell and Harold R. Sheppard.  Friends visited St James
Anglican Church, Lark Harbour on Monday 7-9 pm and Tuesday 2-4
& 7-9 pm.

A Service of Thanksgiving and Celebration for the Life of Ralph
Alexander Childs was held on Wednesday 9  September at 2:00 pmth

at St James Church, with the Rector Rev Nellie Thomas officiating.
A tribute was spoken by Lorraine Humber and scriptures were read
by Don Traverse, Mary Lou Sheppard, Ashley Everett and Nina
Druggett.  Rev Nellie delivered the homily, Doris Roberts was the
organist and singing was led by the Choir.  Pall Bearers were Stanley
Childs, Howard Childs, Edward Childs, Don Travers, James Travers
and Ralph Travers.  Interment followed at St James Anglican
Cemetery.  As expressions of sympathy flowers were graciously
accepted or donations could be made to a charity of one’s choice. 
Funeral arrangements were entrusted to Fillatre’s Funeral Home, 218
Curling Street.  The family guest book could be signed or a memorial
donation made through the website www.fillatre.ca.

We offer Mr Childs’s family our sincerest condolences at this sad
time.  The family wishes to thank everyone for their kindness,
prayers, and support during their bereavement.

NOTES FROM ST JAMES SCHOOL

Staffing Changes for the School Year 2009 - 2010:
Mrs Jodi Sheppard will continue as Grade 1-2 replacement teacher.
Mrs Trudy Gilbert will continue in Mrs Bartlett’s maternity leave
Mrs Denise Dewling is the replacement Grade 2 Math/Language Arts

& Special Education teacher
Mr Jeff Douglas is the new Grade 7-8 Home Room teacher
Ms Audrey Atkins is Guidance Counsellor
Mrs Nancy Green is ½ unit Special Education teacher
Mrs Shelley Swift returns as Pervasive Needs teacher.
Mrs Florence Lombard is the new bus driver/caretaker

Breakfast Club : Volunteers are needed for the Breakfast Club. 
Persons interested are asked to contact the school (681-2620) or Mrs
Lesley Sheppard for further information.

N1H1 (“Swine ‘Flu”) Virus : An information pamphlet detailing
preparations for a possible N1H1 epidemic has been distributed. 
Parents are asked to review the information.  Emphasis is placed on
careful and frequent hand washing to help reduce the spread of
infection, and special cleaning arrangements of desks and equipment
have also been introduced in school.  If children become sick, parents
are asked to keep them home until they feel better, and to contact the
Home Room teacher to arrange pickup of missed work.

Loitering : Because of damage done around the School during the
summer, the RCMP have been contacted and are checking regularly. 
Parents are asked to remind children that they should not be hanging
around the school after regular hours.

TOWN OF

LARK HARBOUR

Report on Regular Council Meeting of 15  September 2009th

Present: Mayor Paul Keetch; Councillors: Jamie Park,

John Parsons, Carol Rice & Sheila Jones.

Clerks: Debra Park & Louise Darrigan (recording).

! Meeting opened at 7:00pm with adoption of Minutes of 18  Augth

! Crown land formerly Gardner lease update - reply received from

Anne Vincent, Crown Lands Division, indicating procedure to

follow if Council is still interested in pursuing this parcel of land

which is classed as agricultural.  Motion approved to submit an

application to Crown Lands Division with an application fee of

$113.00.  Council also agreed to replace the old crown land maps

for the community.

! Water project update - No report since engineer Walter Anderson,

was unable to meet with Council before this meeting.

! Elections 2009 - Rhonda MacLean, Mun. Affairs, has contacted

Mayor regarding a change of Returning Officer.  Clerk Louise

appointed as Returning Officer and Lorraine Humber as Alternate

Returning Officer.

! Financial report - approved as presented and to pay accounts 

payable of $ 27,027.15.  Also approved: transfer of $5,000.00

from general account term investment back to general account and

transfer of $17,800.00 from Gas Tax account to a term

investment.

! Write off request approved as presented.

! Bldg. permits requests - approved as presented.

! Letter requesting support in principle already given to the Trail

Committee by clerk Debra based on a verbal request.

! Unidentified verbal complaint at office regarding danger of

culverts exposed or open at Town Hall well site - Z.R. Enterprises

contacted and reported that there are no culverts at the well site

exposed/opened.  Mayor commented the same, as he had

previously visited the site area after completion of the well.

! Council agreed to compensate George Sheppard for his

willingness to look after the flags.

! Approved the purchase of a new oil tank and disposal of old oil

tank from Ultramar for the cost of $1,430.00.

! Discussion on the new assessment roll changes prepared by the

Municipal Assessment Division that show an increase in

residential property value at an average of 54.0% and increase of

2.0% in commercial value.  For residents that have concerns about

increased taxes because of the higher assessments, Council agreed

to post a notice and to announce in The BLOW·ME·DOWNER an
assurance to all taxpayers that this increase will be examined at
budget time to arrive at a fair tax levy for the operation of the
town.  (See NOTICE below.)

Meeting adjourned at 8:00pm.

NOTICE
NEW INCREASED PROPERTY VALUES

IN LARK HARBOUR

Property values for Lark Harbour were
recently reassessed, producing an average
increase of 54% for residential and 2%
for commercial properties.

Consequently, many property owners are
concerned that these changes could result
in increased taxes for 2010.

Lark Harbour Town Council therefore
wishes to assure taxpayers that all issues
relating to town fees for 2010 will be
carefully examined in order to arrive at a
fair level of taxation for the fiscal year.

Remember the Blood Donor Clinic at the Church Hall, Lark Harbour, Tuesday 13  October, 5pm to 8pm. th

http://www.fillatre.ca.
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WHERE HAVE ALL THE ROAD REPAIRS
GONE?   LONG TIME HAPPENIN’!

FIRST, CUTBACKS IN HEALTH AND MEDICAL SERVICES in smaller
communities such as Flower’s Cove and Lewisporte who are

threatened with losing their X-ray facilities ...
SECOND, neglect of those involved in the fisheries who are going
through great difficulties in this economic recession and who need
support... 
THIRD, another construction season is almost passed into history with 
no work done on resurfacing Route 450 in the Outer Bay of Islands.

The yellow traffic lines have been repainted, some shoulder
repairs have been done, and some brush has been cut, but the road
surface in some spots between Frenchman’s Cove and Little Port is
STILL cracked, broken, ridged, and potholed.  Haven’t we been
promised repairs for several years now?  However, I doubt anything
will get done this year.  If it doesn’t get started in the next week or
two, there’s no point, once we are into snow and freezing
temperatures, which can happen any time now.

It seems that every year we have to get after our government to do
road repairs, and only little or nothing gets done.  It makes me
wonder: Is it a sneaky, underhand way of wearing us out by making
us negotiate the bumps and shakes to get to Corner Brook, so that we
begin to think seriously of moving somewhere else, as the people of
Grand Bruit seem to be doing?  This ought to be a joke, but
sometimes one wonders.

The North Shore highway was paved a couple of years ago, and
puts ours to shame.  When I drove around Bay St George and the Port
au Port Peninsula a year or two back, their highways were wonderful. 
So why can’t we have some resurfacing of the only road we have to
get to hospital, to a doctor, and to most of the other services we all
need from time to time?

Come on, Danny, Terry, and the rest of you!  We in Lark Harbour
and York Harbour pay our taxes and vehicle licencing fees like
everybody else does in the Province.  We recently heard that our
MHAs are receiving a six percent salary increase.  Maybe that’s
where the funding for our highway repairs got spent?

MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS

Everyone is surely aware that we are in the season of Municipal
Elections, and for the first time since 2001 Lark Harbour has enough
people nominated to have an actual election.  In 2005 York Harbour
candidates participated in an election, and again this year.  It is good
that so many are offering their time and effort to serve their towns.

Candidates for election for Lark Harbour are, in alphabetical
order: Llewellyn Childs, Stan Childs, Paul Keetch (incumbent
Mayor), Jamie Park*, John Parsons*, Carol Rice*and Pauline
Sheppard. 

Candidates for York Harbour are: Marie Byrne*, Pauline
Byrne, Lottie Childs*, Julia Cook, Charles Kendell*, Florence
Lombard, Albert E Wheeler, and David Whyatt. 

* incumbent Councillors.
For each town five candidates will be elected to serve until 2013.

Unfortunately the date of the election (Tuesday 29  September)th

made it impossible for The BLOW·ME·DOWNER to give candidates
a chance to present their ideas to help voters decide who to choose,
and also the results of the election will be known too late to be
reported in this issue.  However, all elected candidates are invited to
present their individual ideas and concerns in time for our next copy
deadline on 30  October, for publication in our November issue.th

LARK HARBOUR TRAIL COMMITTEE

THE LARK HARBOUR TRAIL COMM ITTEE has been very active and

has received wonderful support from many different places since

its founding almost two years ago.

The Festival held in late July was very successful in spite of the

rather damp weather that weekend, and a total profit of $10,779.32

was made.  This will go a long way towards securing contributions

from the various agencies, government and other, which help to fund

such endeavours when they see that people are making plans and

working hard, and not just looking to be given funding.  That

excellent total consisted of $6,087.82 made from the Festival itself,

and also donations of $4,741.50.  Particularly generous was a cheque

for $4,486.50 from Karl Gilbert and the Boys living in Fort

McMurray, Alberta, raised through their dart games and collecting of

recyclables.  The Committee wishes to thank all those who

volunteered their help with the Festival and, of course, the people who

came and made it a success by taking part in the activities.

The Committee reports that there are plans to extend the Trail to

Wild Cove, and that work has begun.

We are proud of the work that the Committee is doing to make

Lark Harbour a more attractive place for people to visit and also for

those who live here.

FOOD  BANK  NOTES
by

Susan Harvey

THINGS HAVE BEEN A LITTLE THIN OVER THE SUM M ER, but hopefully

will pick up now September is here.  We did deliver another two

milk crates of food to the Curling outlet last week.

Co-ordinator Joy Connors tells me that at present the outlet is

doing fairly well, though they have had to make some purchases. 

Apparently they were given a large quantity of juices and canned

fruit, so those are not desperately needed at present.  What she

suggested as most useful at the moment are things like Kraft dinner,

cereal, canned beans and soups. 

Milk, sandwich makers, stews

and meatballs and stock items

like sugar and flour are always

welcome. 

They are grateful for ANY

contribution, of course. Please

give what you can.  And
remember: THANKSGIVING IS
COMING!
Help to make it a time for
everyone to be thankful.  The
Food Bank always makes a
special effort.

Late News - TERRY FOX FUNDRAISING WALK

Congratulations to the Students and Staff of St James School who on
Friday 25  September completed their Terry Fox walk to raise fundsth

for cancer research and reached the magnificent sum of $1882.92.
This is a very fine effort and we are proud of our young people for
their important and significant contribution to this great cause. 

BYRNE’S STORE
Main Street, York Harbour  - Phone 681-2040

   FULL SERVICE GASOLINE
Groceries, Confectionery & Beer, Hardware, Loto

A GREAT SELECTION OF LOCAL SOUVENIRS

Apparently Muammar Gaddafi, the Libyan dictator, has changed his
mind about making a stopover in Newfoundland on his way back
from New York.  Perhaps this would have been a good time to show
him a little Newfoundland hospitality.  Maybe it would have taught
him a small lesson on how to be a bit more friendly to everyone,
especially some of his own countrymen who aren’t treated too well.

Remember the Blood Donor Clinic at the Church Hall, Lark Harbour, Tuesday 13  October, 5pm to 8pm. th
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LIBRARY NOTES
by

Susan Harvey

The Rotating Collection here until the end of October.

Still lots of good reading there.

1.  The Chairman   by Stephen Frey

2.  The Successor   by Stephen Frey

3.  Playing with Fire   by Peter Robinson

4.  House of Many Shadows   by Barbara Michaels

5.  The Island   by Heather Graham

6.  Santa Cruise by Mary and Carol Higgins Clark

7.  Hitched   by Carol Higgins Clark

8.  The Bishop in the Old Neighborhood  by Andrew Greeley

9.  The Body in the Snowdrift  by Katherine Hall Page

10.  The Irish Village Murder  by Dicey Deere

11.  The Right Madness  by James Crumley

12.  Crusader’s Cross  by James Lee Burke

l. and 2.  The Chairman and The Successor are two books by Mr Frey

dealing with some of the same characters, but in different situations. 

In both, the main character is Christian Gillette, who in the first book

becomes the chairman of his firm at an unusually young age.  In the

second book he becomes involved in somewhat dangerous political

activities, and must choose someone to succeed him as chairman if

something happens to him.  The first book describes competition

between Gillette’s firm Everest Capital and a somewhat shady rival. 

Both firms are in the business of buying other firms at bargain prices,

improving the management and operating procedures, and selling

them at a profit - sometimes a very large profit.  Motivations are

convoluted, anything goes to achieve one’s end, and Gillette is

betrayed by some of those he trusted most.  The second book

continues his story, with pretty much a whole new cast of associates. 

It begins with an interesting What-If scenario.  Published in 2007, it

postulates that Jesse Wood, the first black elected president of the US

(Obama was elected in 2008) is planning actions that will defeat the

Communist regime in Cuba.  Somewhat improbably, Gillette is a

long-time buddy of President Wood, and is the one selected to make

a secret trip to Cuba and size up the prospects of the local group

planning a coup.  Lots of complicated action, with at least three

different groups having determined agendas regarding the characters

involved in, and the general purpose of, the mission.  There are

several cold-blooded killings, intricate political and social

maneuverings, and - of course - serious questions as to whether one’s

allies can really be trusted; someone is always playing both sides. 

Characters include financiers, politicians, a Hollywood producer and

a young Oscar-winning actress, Cuban revolutionaries, and at least

one professional assassin.  Lots of changes of locale and characters

from chapter to chapter, but most of the confusion is cleared up by the

end of the book.

3.  Playing with Fire by Peter Robinson is another English police

procedural mystery.  The setting is Yorkshire in the north of England,

where the author apparently came from before moving to Toronto. 

The main character is Chief Inspector Alan Banks, with the usual

supporting list of underlings.  He is called upon to investigate two

suspicious fires in which people have died, people about whom not

much was known.  In the end an elaborate art fraud is discovered, and

the deaths in both fires have resulted from a disagreement between

two participants and their sociopathic partner.  Banks reasons it out

almost too late to prevent a final tragedy in a surprise ending.

4.  Barbara Michaels always provides a good light read, and House of

Many Shadows is no exception.  We still get the old romantic

tradition of Girl-Hates-Boy-Until-The-Last-Page, but not as

offensively as sometimes.  The supernatural element often present in

her stories is very prominent; and in the end it really is a ghost story

- with a faint suggestion of science fiction at the end.  The story

begins when two people with nervous histories and memories of

childhood animosities between them are given the opportunity to live

in, and re-furbish, a big old house in Pennsylvania Dutch country, the

property of a domineering relative who is sure she knows what is

good for them.  Strange flashbacks occur to a violent event in 1740. 

By the end of the book they have resolved the facts of the old murder;

and, in the process, achieved improvements in both their individual

mental conditions and their relationship with each other.

5.  The action in The Island starts promisingly when the heroine, Beth

Anderson, in the company of her niece and a young friend, stumbles

over a human skull.  They are on an uninhabited island, a popular

party place for people with boats, off the coast of Miami.  Other

groups camping on the island seem suspiciously interested in Beth’s

group, and the skull seems to have disappeared.  Most of the rest of

the story takes place in Miami, mainly at the yacht club where Beth

is employed.  No real explanation of the disappearing skull is arrived

at, but villains are identified and the action finishes with a boat chase

and shoot-out.  Apparently Beth resolves her ambiguous feelings

toward one of the men she met on the island whom she found very

suspicious, but irrestible physically.

6.  Many of us are familiar with light-reading books by this mother

and daughter team.  Santa Cruise is one of the holiday-oriented books

they have been writing together.  Again, the women seem to be the

most enthusiastic sleuths; but one is married to an actual police

detective.  The action takes place on a ship in the Caribbean, a

Christmas cruise for which they have won passage.  Everyone on

board has donated to a charity of some kind, or engaged in charitable

works, or done something believed to benefit society; and all were

selected to win a free four-day cruise on the ship at Christmas. 

Naturally, there are at least two sets of villains aboard, with various

complicated agendas which interact in somewhat ridiculous ways.  All

the villains get their come-uppance in the end, but it really doesn’t

sound like much of a holiday.

7.  Hitched is a very light-hearted effort from the daughter of the pair. 

The action starts when five designer gowns being made for brides

planning weddings over the next three weeks are destroyed or stolen. 

During the action one of the “April brides” turns out to be a detective;

two turn out to be criminals; and two undergo complete changes of

character and life expectations.  A peripheral character is more or less

kidnapped.  The gown thieves turn out to be connected to one of the

women.  None of the crimes are major crimes; nobody gets killed. 

Again, by the end all the baddies get their come-uppance; and, in this

case, the goodies are better off altogether.  Quite readable and pretty

much totally inoffensive — unless you consider the expenses of a

showy wedding offensive in themselves.

8.  The Roman Catholic Church is a big part of the background for

The Bishop in the Old Neighborhood.  Blackie, the main protagonist,

is a bishop.  There are Catholic priests, including a black Nigerian

carrying a spear; a Catholic cardinal; Catholic businessmen; even

Catholic mobsters.  All the main police detectives are Catholic.  In

spite of all the religious ambience, however, the story starts on a very

grim note: three naked bodies are found in one of the parish churches

in the old neighborhood.  Blood is everywhere.  The bodies are total

strangers and never do get identified.  Going back in history sixty

years or so, Blackie finally discovers the roots of the crime; and its

object becomes reasonably clear, though complicated.  The book is

quite readable once you get into it, and the characters are entertaining.

9.  The Body in the Snowdrift is set at a ski resort in Vermont with a

woman chef as the detective; some recipes included.  Involves

subterran interactions in a group of family, and long-time friends

gathered at the resort for a birthday party.  Two actual murders and a

lot of questions as to who and why.

10.  The Irish Village Murder is reminiscent of Agatha Christie’s

“Miss Marple” stories, but set in Ireland.  The characters are not as

perceptively drawn or as likable, and the plot works too hard to

provide many possible villains and keep us guessing to the last page. 

Not over exciting or convincing, but acceptable light reading.

11.  The Right Madness has to be one of the least readable books in

the collection.  Described as “hard-boiled”, definitely not Agatha

Christie.  It features a private detective who charges around the

western US getting drunk, stoned, or beaten up at every stop.  Once

raped by a giant Ukrainian woman.  Violence is his way of handling

every situation, and by the end of the book he has killed off most of

those he considers guilty of anything, or even threatening or

unlikable.

12.  Crusader’s Cross is even less readable.  It is a steamy action

novel set in Louisiana, for many years considered the most backward

and primitive area of the American South.  There is not a lot of plot,

just 300+ pages of emotional and usually vicious interactions among

all the characters.
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LARK HARBOUR’S OUTLANDER BOAT

THE OUTLANDER BOAT USED IN THE MOVIE and now on display here
in Lark Harbour is a slightly smaller but more or less historically

accurate replica of the kind of vessel used a thousand years ago by the
Norsemen as a warship.  What we know of these vessels is mostly
obtained from two actual ships that had sunk centuries ago during
Viking times and had become buried and naturally preserved in the
mud on the seabed where they sank.  Known as the “Gokstad” and the
“Oseberg” ships because of where they were found, they were
recovered and placed on display in Oslo, Norway, and have become
the models for such vessels when they are needed in movies.  The
Outlander boat combines characteristics of these warships along with
other vessels of the time which were designed for carrying cargo.  The
line drawings and profiles below illustrate the shape of a typical Norse
warship, and the differences between the drawing and the photograph
of the Outlander can clearly be seen.

Many of the Norsemen’s ships were quite large for their time,
often 25 metres (80 feet) or more in length, and 5 metres (16 feet) on
the beam.  They were propelled by a single sail and/or by as many as
50 oars and a crew of several dozen men.  Steering was by neans of
a special oar which protruded from one side of the stern and was
controlled by a helmsman who was usually also the skipper.  The
ships were very seaworthy and were entirely capable of spending days
or even weeks at sea as was the case when Leif Eiriksson came to
L’Anse aux Meadows in northern Newfoundland around 1,000 A.D.

One feature of the later warships was the frequent use of a carved
dragon’s head attached to the prow of the vessel, often also with a tail
attached to the stern.  The purpose of these attachments was to make
the vessel more fearsome during an attack, and they were apparently
so effective that an old Icelandic law required them to be removed
when a ship was approaching the coast of Iceland so as not to frighten
the local nature spirits that inhabited the country!  The figurehead of
our ship is certainly a fearsome-looking object!
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 The boat was built in
Frenchman’s Cove by technicians
brought in by the movie people.  An
information panel is displayed on
the boat, giving some facts about
the movie itself.

The Outer Bay of Islands
Enhancement Committee and Lark
Harbour Town Council have done a
very fine job of displaying the boat
in its location in front of the  Town
Hall where it is in clear view from the road and has attracted much
attention from the visitors who have called here over the summer
and stopped for a closer look and to take photographs.

Many local people were critical of the “eyesore” as it was often
described, but since the repairs and renovations were completed
everyone must admit that we have something to be proud of.  With
its figurehead in place and the colourful shields displayed along the
sides, we have an exhibit which is not only interesting and eye-
catching, but also educational.  Although it is well-known that the
Norsemen were in northern Newfoundland for about three years, no
evidence has yet been discovered that they were ever as far south
along the coast as the Bay of Islands.  But since the L’Anse aux
Meadows site yielded butternuts which are not native to
Newfoundland, it is has been suggested that they ventured as far as
New Brunswick where butternuts can be collected.  If so, they may
well have passed by, or even explored the Bay of Islands.  Given
the fine resources of timber and wildlife available, it is quite
reasonable to speculate that they were here.

Update from 
OUTER  BAY  OF  ISLANDS  ENHANCEMENT

COMMITTEE

Work on all three trails has been progressing throughout the
summer and we are presently working on a trail to Copper Mine
Falls (see picture).  We
were successful in getting a
six week extension on our
project with Service
Canada and will finish on
the 9  October.  We haveth

three workers on the
project and hopefully we
can get the Falls trail
completed by mid October.
We are waiting for more
signage for our trails from
t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Appalachian Trail office
and have them up in a
couple of weeks. We are
getting positive feedback
on our trails from local
residents and tourists visiting the area.  This fall we plan to discuss
our next project along with a marketing and promotion strategy for
the area. -John Parsons


