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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
HC=Holy Communion; MP=Morning Prayer; EP=Evening Prayer

LH = Lark Harbour;    YH = York Harbour;    JB = John’s Beach

2009                              SEPTEMBER                              2009

  6 Sun Pentecost 14, 11:00am, Morning Prayerth

  7 Mon Labour Dayth

  8 Tues School reopensth

22 Tues Autumn Equinox - beginning of Fallnd

27 Sun Friendship Sundayth

2009                                OCTOBER                                2009

12 Mon Thanksgiving Holidayth

13 Tues Blood Donor Session - Lark Harbourth

24 Sat United Nations Dayth

2009                               NOVEMBER                              2009

  1 Sat End of Daylight Saving Time - clocks back 1 hourst

11 Wed Remembrance Dayth

 2009                        ADVANCE DATES                         2009

Dec 25  Friday Christmas Day th

The BLOW ·M E·DOW NER  is distributed free of charge to each  

Canada Post mailbox in Lark Harbour and York Harbour

before or on the first Friday of the month.

Next Copy Deadline . . .  . . . . . . . . . Friday 25 Sep  2009

Next BLOW ·ME·DOWNER: Issue 42 . . . Friday 2 Oct 2009

For $1.00 we will mail a single copy anywhere in Canada.

You may now choose to receive your BLOW ·M E·DOW NER     

free by email in PDF format.  Send an email (with the word

“SUBSCRIBE” in the subject line) to this email address:

blowmedowner@gmail.com

Thanks to  our Sponsors for their support of The

BLOW ·M E·DOW NER . 

Anglican Parish of Bay of Islands Lark Harbour  -

Byrne’s Store York Harbour p. 4

Curling ONE Stop, 366 Curling St Corner Brook p. 3

Fillatre Memorials Corner Brook p. 6

   Quik Lube Plus, 65 Humber Road Corner Brook p. 3

Sheppard’s Clover Farm Store Lark Harbour p. 5

EDITOR’S  NOTE
Regular readers will recall that the format of the last issue (July) of

the BLOW ·ME·DOW NER was different from usual: shorter, and some

items such as graphics were not included.  This was due to problems

which affected both the printed and the electronic version, and most

email recipients were unable to open the file.  Efforts to correct the

problems were unsuccessful.  We hope now to have resolved the

difficulties, and this and subsequent issues should be normal.

We apologise for any inconvenience caused.

Anyone interested in having free a number of panes of glass from

replaced sashless windows, please call 681-2256.  These panes could

be cut to various sizes and are suitable for a greenhouse, garden cold

frames, or even to replace broken windows.  Just ask for them, and

they are yours, no charge, no obligation.  

MESSAGE FROM OUR  RECTOR

      —      Rev  Nellie  Thomas      —     

 ANGLICAN  PARISH  OF  THE  BAY  OF  ISLANDS

GIVE, AND IT WILL BE GIVEN TO YOU
Luke 6:38 says:  Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure,

pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your

lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.

MY HUSBAND AND I ARE JUST COM PLETING our ‘second holiday

stint’.  Our first two weeks were in Happy Valley-Goose Bay in

early July, helping our only daughter get ready for her wedding.  It

was an exciting time for all of us.  We went back to Happy

Valley-Goose Bay for a second time in the middle of August for

another week’s holidays, this time to officiate at the wedding of

Paula’s friend Sondra.

Our daughter and her husband have a wonderful next door

neighbour.  In the summertime when he mows his lawn, he will mow

their lawn as well.  In the wintertime when he snow-blows his

driveway, he will do their driveway as well.  He will never expect a

thank you or anything in return.  He just enjoys doing things for

others and giving.   Life is so important.  Life is more than breathing:

it is full of trials and tribulations, challenges, successes, etc.  So it

comes down to the quality of the life we are living. If we are sharing

ourselves with others, if we are giving our lives to others, if we are

building relationships that come from our actions, we are then getting

to experience what God intends us to be.

God wants us to be always on the lookout for ways to help our

neighbour, whether our neighbour lives next door, ten doors down the

street or on the other side of the world.  God wants us to look for the

positive things about our neighbour, not the negative.  God wants us

to be positive people always.  I have a friend who lived in a big city

all her life.  She came to visit us when we lived in a smaller

community and she couldn’t get over the difference.  She couldn’t get

over the closeness, unity and compassion that was shown to her.  She

wasn’t used to it.  But whether we live in a small community or a

large community, things can be the same.  Jesus wants us to be more

like Him.  To be more like Him, we have to show love and

compassion, and to give until we have nothing left to give.  “Give,”

Jesus says, “and it will be given to you.”

On Rev Nellie’s topic above, one of the most significant

ways of giving is to donate blood for those who need it

for medical reasons or who have been injured in

accidents.  In such cases it can truly be the gift of life.

The Blood Donor Service will be holding a donor

clinic at the Church Hall, Lark Harbour, on Tuesday

13  October.  At the last Clinic here it was hoped that atth

least 48 people would attend.  Only 34 showed up, which was good,

but more would have been better, and it is hoped that this time more

people will attend.  Of course, if that date is not suitable for you, you

can drop in and donate at the Clinic on the lower level of the old

Canadian Tire building, Herald Avenue, Corner Brook, where an

appointment is not usually necessary.  If you want an appointment,

however, call 1-888-2-DONATE (1-888-236-6283).  

Call that number also if you have questions. Anyone in

normal health between the ages of 17 and 71 years may

donate;  under 17, with parental permission.

In the case of giving blood, it is much more

blessed to give than to need to receive!
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TOWN OF

LARK HARBOUR

Report on Regular Council Meeting of 21  July 2009st

Present: Mayor Paul Keetch; Councillors: Sheila Jones, John

Parsons and Carol Rice; Recording Clerk: Debra Park.

Absent: Councillor Jamie Park;  Clerk Louise Darrigan.

! Meeting opened at 7:00pm with adoption of Minutes of 23  June.rd

! The culvert at Bottle Cove was discussed and the Mayor

commented that if he was provided with a copy of the survey he

would discuss it further with the individual concerned and report

back to the next meeting.

! Maintenance Person - It was decided to keep the sign posted in

hopes of getting more interest.

! Outlander boat - Repair and refurbishing was reported to be

proceeding well to date.  Clerk would contact Councillor Jamie

Park regarding the shields which would be attached with bolts.  A

fee of $10 for attaching each shield was agreed upon.  Councillor

John would complete the signage for the project prior to weekend

of 25  July.th

! Well water - Contractor would be contacted once again.

! Students - Work was satisfactory and for their remaining time they

could complete lawn mowing, cleanup of grounds and laying of

turf around the War memorial.

! Financial Report - Approved as presented and accounts payable

of $11,180.88 would be paid.

! Term Investment - $9,627.70 added for total of $25,883.30.

! Building permit - Current permit application needs revision. 

Clerk to obtain further clarification from Government Services for

next meeting. Six current applications were approved.

! A complaint regarding rocks and other debris coming onto a

senior resident’s walkway was discussed and referred to Govt

Works and Services for an update.

! Complaint re roaming dog - Clerk to forward a letter to owner.

! A verbal concern regarding a dust problem was noted and filed.

! A query on the “permit to quarry” on the lower end of Main Road

was raised.  To be reviewed at next meeting.

! Next Fire Dept meeting set for 5  August at Lark Harbour.th

! Since no reply was received from Shirley Park re Property Tax

Review Commissioner, this was deferred to the next meeting.

! Garbage at Bottle Cove beach - Individual responsible will be

billed $30 for cost of cleanup.

! Flags - Perhaps a third flagpole at some time in future.

! Office Telephone - Clerk to obtain cost from Aliant.

! Mayor noted that photocopier, as ordered, will be delivered soon.

! Due to budget restrictions, Twilight 50+ request declined.

! Gas Tax - $17,836.54 to be added to current investment.

! Recreation Capital Grant - $2,000 to be added to last year’s grant. 

A slide to be purchased for children’s play area.

! Need for community enhancement employment program to be

determined and joint application with York Hr may be prepared.

! CUPW re Postal Services - A public petition to be sent to Federal

Minister Rob Merrifield (resp. for Canada Post) asking that postal

service jobs in our community be preserved and CPCSR

recommendations be rejected.

Report on Regular Council Meeting of 18  August 2009th

Present: Mayor Paul Keetch; Councillors: Sheila Jones, Carol

Rice, John Parsons & Jamie Park.

Clerks: Louise Darrigan (recording) & Debra Park.

! Meeting began at 7:00pm with adoption of Minutes of 21st July.

! Maintenance Person - no response; notice to remain posted.

! Work on Town Hall well is now completed.

! Building Permit updated - see announcement below.

! Permits to Quarry - will be tabled for Council meetings in future.

! Tax Review Commissioner - Shirley Park appointed for 2009-10.

! Community Enhancement program - York Harbour’s application

reviewed with names submitted from both towns.

! Financial Report, accounts payable of $6,400.29 and write-off of

$1.50 all approved.

! Building permits approved as presented.

! Crown Land in Little Port - Negotiations for this land (formerly

leased to Lloyd Gardner and now reverted to Crown) to be held in

perpetuity for tourism-related activity are now completed.

! Community Capital Grants Program - Dept of Tourism grant of

$6,100 for playground approved.

! Two letters have been sent to parents/guardians of teenagers who

have been seen using the new slide in a destructive manner.

! Complaint re driveway and large trucks - Council agreed that this

is a personal problem and can only be dealt with by the resident. 

Letter of explanation sent to resident involved.

! Water Project - Letter of approval received for Phase One from

Dept of Municipal Affairs.  Meeting to be arranged with engineer

Walter Anderson before town’s acceptance of approved funding.

! Fire Dept Honorarium - Contribution of $2.00 per meeting to a

maximum of $500 approved on condition of cost sharing with

York Harbour and Firettes.

! House Numbering - Survey completed by students.  Council will

forward letters to encourage residents whose homes are wrongly

numbered to correct them in the interest of safety in emergencies

if and when 911 calls are made.

! Municipal Election - Nomination Dates of Thursday 3  & Fridayrd

4  September approved; notices will be posted on 24  August.th th

! Wellness grants program forwarded to Twilight 50 Plus Club.

! Letter from Dept of Transportation to resident regarding his

property lot in the land instability area was reviewed.

! Letter sent confirming final approval for upgrade of St James

Church sewer system.

! Approval subject to Gov Services recommendations/approval

given for a new residential septic system.

! Purchase of a new “Commissioner of Oaths” stamp approved.

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm.

PUBLIC NOTICE OF ELECTION

Nominations of Candidates for Election to the Council for the

Municipality of Lark Harbour will be received at the Council Office

between hours of 9am and 4pm on Thurs 3  & Fri 4  Sept 2009.rd th

Nominations shall be in writing and state the name and civic address

of the Candidate and shall be signed by the Proposer and Seconder

both of whom shall be present together with the Candidate who shall

sign also signifying his/her accptance.  In the event that a Candidate

cannot be present for his/her Nomination, his/her Proposer and

Seconder can complete the required form.

Every Candidate shall at the time of Nomination deposit with the

Returning Officer the non-refundable sum of Ten Dollars.

Qualifications for election to Council are as follows:

(1)  Canadian Citizen of the full age of eighteen years.

(2)  Resident of the Municipality or Area for at least 30 days

immediately prior to the date set for the Nomination Period.

(3)  Not indebted to Council for any arrears of taxes or other charges. 

(4) Not otherwise disqualified under The Municipal Elections Act.  

LARK HARBOUR RESIDENTS PLEASE REVIEW:

K  Council is planning to spend some money to improve the

Children’s Playground.  When damage is done to such installations

this can present a danger to small children using the facility, and 

repairs must then be made.  Parents of teenagers are asked to teach

them the importance of looking after things like the Playground

and helping to protect them from vandalism.  These belong to our

Community and can make the difference between an attractive town

and one that looks neglected and uncared for.  Please do your best.

K  Council cannot overstate the importance of having CORRECT

HOUSE NUMBERS displayed for fast response by fire, ambulance

and police in emergencies.  Residents are reminded that our Town is

now home to many new people who may not be familiar with who

lives where, and if emergency service personnel cannot quickly find

the location where they are needed, this could result in serious injury

or even death.

K  Changes are being made in the Application for

Building/Renovation Permits involving bedrooms.  They call

specifically for information about the number of bedrooms in order

to reflect the increased requirement of Government Services to ensure

that the septic system is adequate.  Council cannot issue its permit

until Government Services regulations are satisfied.

K    Municipal Election Notices are now posted at Sheppard’s Clover

Farm Store and the Town Building.  Please offer yourself for election

if you have ideas and the wish to support your Town.  The success of

our community depends entirely on the interest and concern of

the people who live here.  If we don’t care, who will?
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Editorial : THE CASE OF OMAR KHADR

ON MONDAY 24  AUGUST 2009, only last week, the GovernmentTH

of Canada once again chose to challenge the 23  April 2009rd

ruling of a federal appeal court which ordered the repatriation to

Canada of Omar Khadr from the infamous Guantanamo Bay prison. 

This young man, of Afghan origins but born a Canadian citizen on

19  September 1986, is now almost 23 years old.  He has been heldth

in terrorist prison by the USA since he was fifteen.  All other western

nationals who were being held in those prisons have now been

released after intervention by their governments, but to date the

Government of Canada has refused to lift a finger to help this man.

Reports state that Khadr has been treated inhumanely and perhaps 

subjected to torture by his captors, and it is suspected that this may

even have been done with the connivance, if not the actual

participation, of Canadian officials.

There seems to be little doubt that Omar Khadr, then aged fifteen,

had been recruited by Al-Qaeda (with parental approval) as a child

soldier and was present and possibly involved in the death of an

American soldier in a battle situation in Afghanistan. But is it

appropriate that as a minor Canadian citizen he should not receive the

support of his own government?  We do not in Canada limit the

application of juvenile law because the parent has failed in his/her

duty towards the child.  Perhaps even through no choice of his own he

had been thrown into this situation of violent conflict, in an invasion

which many Canadians already believed to be unjustified, and which

is now being criticised by many more.

In an article in The Globe and Mail (Toronto) of 30 March

2009**, columnist Sean Fine wrote: “Al-Qaeda's recruitment of child

soldiers is immoral and abusive; consequently, it is immoral and

abusive to prosecute as a war criminal a child recruited by al-Qaeda,

and punish him accordingly. We can't have it both ways.”  Mr Fine

further states that “the U.S. appears to have hidden the truth: that the

teenage Canadian was in the company of an adult al-Qaeda fighter

and was himself unarmed, on his knees and facing away from battle

when a U.S. soldier shot him twice — in the back.”  The Globe and

Mail is rarely accused of excessively liberal attitudes, yet this article

condemns the hands-off attitude of the Canadian Government, in this

case of a teenager forced to become a child soldier.  For those of us

who espouse the humane views of most Canadians, the Harper

Government’s treatment of this young offender left languishing in

such extreme captivity that should not be tolerated.  This is contrary

to our values and ought not to be allowed to continue.  This young

man should be returned immediately to Canada where he can then be

subjected to the laws of his own country.  If Canadian human rights

legislation means anything, then this is one place where it should

incontestably apply.

Question: If a Prime Minister chooses so blatantly to challenge

and ignore orders of the highest court in the land, is he a fit individual

to hold the highest elected office in the land?

** NOTE: To read the entire article by Globe & Mail Columnist

Sean Fine, go to:

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/opinions/article674585.ece

To add your own voice in this matter, go to:

http://www.amnesty.ca/take_action/actions/canada_bring_khadr_ju

stice.php

HIGHWAY REPAIRS AROUND OUR TOWNS

ANYONE TRAVELLING ON ROUTE 450 between Frenchman’s Cove

and Lark Harbour will have noticed that no repairs other than the

repainting of the yellow highway lines have been done.  Our MHA

Terry Loder has indicated that the Provincial Highways Department

is scheduled to do some repair work, but as of today (Friday 27 th

August) nothing has been started.

We in Lark Harbour and York Harbour are still the proud users of

some of the worst stretches of main highway on the west coast.  The

section where the pavement subsided at the first entrance to Bottle

Cove Beach still remains unfinished after more than a year.  The level

area on top of Long Hill in front of the Rectory is still full of potholes. 

A little patching has been done there, as also along by the stages near

the junction of Main Road and Park & Youden Road, but still the

driving is rough in both spots.  Also between the bottom of Murrin’s

Hill and York Harbour the pavement is badly damaged and eroded in

many places.  East of York Harbour on the way to Frenchman’s Cove

the subsided sections  a re  s ti l l  m uch  in  ev idence,

Automobile - SERVICE & REPAIRS - Gas & Diesel

CURLING ONE  STOP
Owners: Kevin & Betty Wayson

Phone 785-2619              366 Curling St, Corner Brook

causing a violent lurch of every vehicle that passes there.  A large

number of tourists have come to the Outer Bay of Islands this year,

and the Blow-Me-Down Provincial Park reports a good year for park

usage, but one has to wonder what the tourists think of our main

highway!

Our Town Councils have

made sure that our local side

roads have received their

maintenance, but our main road,

the  responsib i l i ty  o f  the

Highways Department, is in very

poor shape.  However, don’t

blame the Department workers -

they can only do what their

bosses tell them to do, and they

will be out here and on the job

when they are told by their bosses

to begin.  Meanwhile we have to

dodge pot holes, and often pay out for suspension repairs when we

misjudge.  But let’s hope that the repaving gets done soon, because

there’s not a lot of time left before we have to expect frost and snow,

which makes any asphalting done then a waste of time.  And if you do

need some repairs on your vehicle, check out our advertisers on this

page.

UPDATE ON THE THEFT FROM
HUMBER ARM SOUTH DAY PARK

MOST PEOPLE WILL RECALL a news item in the spring when it was

announced that the observation platform, complete with

binocular stand, was stolen from the Humber Arm South Day Park

near Frenchman’s Cove.  This was a large platform, about 8 feet by 16

feet, built of solid lumber and firmly anchored in the ground.   On it

was mounted a metal stand for a set of binoculars enabling people to

enjoy a detailed look at the view around the Bay.  The Day Park is a

beautiful location that adds much to the amenities of the Bay of

Islands and is greatly admired by visitors to the area who take the time

to explore it.  The Town of Humber Arm South maintains the Park

and makes no charge to users.

However last spring the platform and attached binocular stand

were removed overnight, leaving no trace.  Luckily, it being out-of-

season, the binoculars themselves were not in place when the stand

was taken.  Police later found the binocular stand discarded in the

woods nearby, but so far no sign of the platform has been discovered. 

The installation was worth some $5,000, which is a very significant

investment for a relatively small community.

A reward of $500 was offered for information leading to the

apprehension of those responsible for the theft, but so far no

information has been received.  The reward has since been increased

to $1,000.

Although the theft occurred several months ago, anyone with

information which could lead to the apprehension of the thieves is

asked to contact Humber Arm South Town Council at Benoit’s Cove,

or to call (709) 789-2981 or 789-3203, or the Corner Brook RCMP.

WHAT’S HAPPENING WITH OUR WEATHER?

OUR WEATHER SEEM S TO HAVE GONE WILD .  In the space of a month

or less we have experienced record-breaking hot temperatures,

overnight frost warnings, and even a couple of near-hurricanes.  At

time of writing Labrador has received snow, and the Canadian

Hurricane Centre is monitoring the second tropical storm in a week. 

The first, on Sunday 23  August, did a little damage in Nova Scotia,rd

then tracked along Newfoundland’s south coast and over the Burin

and Avalon Peninsulas dumping strong winds and heavy rain as it

weakened.  Now another is expected to follow an almost identical

route.  Newfoundland has always received some of this kind of

weather ... but two tropical storms in a week??? ... Our tourism

industry is said to be doing well this year, so are we now competing

against Florida in the weather stakes too? 

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/opinions/article674585.ece
http://www.amnesty.ca
http://www.amnesty.ca
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OBITUARY

CHESTER WALTER WHEELER
9 April 1931 - 6 August 2009

Passed away on Thursday 6th

August 2009 at the DVA Ward of

the O’Connell Centre, Corner

Brook, Chester Walter Wheeler,

aged 78 years.  He will be

lovingly remembered by his

children: Christine Vivian (Ross),

Gordon Wheeler (April), Herman

Wheeler (Merissa) and Eugene

Wheeler; 11 grandchildren, 3

great-grandchildren; one brother,

Calvin Wheeler, and a large

number of nieces, nephews, other

relatives, and many friends.  He

was predeceased by his wife

Stella on 31  October 2004; sonsst

Wayne and Faron, grandchildren

Randy and Wendy; brothers:

George, Jack, Arthur and Gordon; sisters: Elsie Park, Wilhelmina

Sheppard, Florence Park and Angela Dennis.  The family received

friends at St James Anglican Church, Lark Harbour, on Saturday 8 th

and Sunday 9  August 2009.  A Service of Thanksgiving andth

Celebration led by the Rector, Rev Nellie Thomas, assisted by Lay

Ministers George Sheppard and Glenys Batt, was held at St James

Church on Monday 10  August, followed by interment at the Larkth

Harbour Cemetery.  At the Service a fine Tribute was spoken by

Kenneth Druggett and scriptures were read by Angel Wheeler, Ian

Wheeler, Alice Sheppard and Melissa Kendell.  Sherry Sheppard sang

a solo This is my Home.  Pall Bearers were Harold Dennis, Damian

Joyce, Llewellyn Kendell, David Sheppard, Brad Wheeler and Harold

Wheeler.  The service was well attended by friends and family, and

also by a large number of Veterans, recognising Chester’s service in

the Royal Canadian Navy during the Korean War.

The family thanks everyone for their words of kindness and acts

of support during this time of bereavement.  We offer our sincere

condolences to Chester’s family in their sad loss.

OBITUARY

SUSAN LOCK SHEPPARD
1922 - 2009

Passed peacefully away on

Monday 17  August 2009 at theth

Interfaith Home, Corner Brook,

SUSAN SHEPPARD at the age

of 87 years. She will be lovingly

remembered by her 3 sons: Eric

(Kathleen), York Harbour, Daniel

(Effie), York Harbour, Roy,

W hitb o urne; grandchild ren:

Peggy (John), Cecila, Cynthia

(Scott), Ada (Ian), Daniel, Alice

(Sean), Kitchener (Sherri-Lynn),

J a n i n e ,  C r a i g ;  g r e a t

grandchildren: Erica, Alyssa,

Jennifer, Andrew, Sabrina, Riley,

as well as a number of nieces,

nephews, other relatives and

friends. She was predeceased by

her husband Kitchener Sheppard,

son Roy Harvey Sheppard, daughter-in-law Roselyn, parents Daniel

& Mary Lock; twin brother Ishmael, brothers Archibald and Arthur;

sisters: Blanche, Edith, Edna and Bertha.  Visitation was held on

Wednesday from 7-9 p.m. and on Thursday from 2-4 & 7-9 p.m. from

St James Anglican Church, Lark Harbour, followed by the funeral

service on Friday 21  August at 2:00 p.m., Reverend Nellie Thomasst

officiating, with the interment at the church cemetery.  As expressions

of sympathy flowers are graciously accepted or memorial donations

may be made to a charity of ones choice.

We offer the family our sincere condolences in this sad time of

their bereavement.

OBITUARY

JOHN A MURRIN
1928 - 2009

Passed peacefully away on

Wednesday, August 19, 2009 at

the Interfaith Home, Corner

Brook John A. Murrin at the age

of 83 years. He will be lovingly

remembered by his five children:

William Murrin, Jean Snooks

(Austin), Joan Jennix (Blair),

Gordon Murrin, Raymond Murrin

(Mia); 8 grandchildren, 5 great

grandchildren, sisters & brothers:

Ivan, Neil, Gerald, Sydney,

Florence and Mae; as well as a

large number of nieces, nephews

other relatives and friends. He

was predeceased by wife Hazel,

July 20, 2006, 2 sons Harold &

Alexander, sister Mary. Visitation

was held at St. James Anglican Church, Lark Harbour, on Thursday

from 7-9 p.m. and Friday 2-4 & 7-9 p.m. followed by the funeral

service on Saturday 22  August 2009 at 2:00 p.m. Reverend Nelliend

Thomas officiating with the interment at the church cemetery. As

expressions of sympathy flowers are graciously accepted or memorial

donations may be made to a charity of one’s choice.

Sincere condolences are offered to Jack’s family and friends.

OBITUARY

REGINA KENDELL
7  November 1929 - 19  August 2009th th

It is with great sadness that the

family of the late Regina Kendell

(née Wheeler) announce her

passing on Wednesday 19  Augustth

2009 at the Western Memorial

Regional Hospital at the age of 79

years.  She leaves to mourn with

fond and loving memories her

daughter Rose (Art) Matthews; 3

sons: Albert (Hilda), Wayne

(Linda) and Kevin (Jean); 7

grandchild ren: Rachel, Rob

(Renee), Julie , B rad , Ian,

Kerri-Lee and Nikki (Dennis); 6

great-grandchildren: Samantha,

Kris, Sarah, Riley, Matthew and Kailey; sister Augusta Ruth, brother

Frank Wheeler, sisters-in-law: Pearl Childs and Charlotte Sheppard;

brother-in-law Arch (Lois) Kendell; as well as a large circle of nieces,

nephews, other relatives and friends.  She was predeceased by her

husband James Kendell, October 1999, grandson Christopher, parents

John and Myra Wheeler, a sister and 5 brothers.  Friends visited

Fillatre’s Funeral Home, 4 St. Mark’s Avenue on Friday from the

hours of 7-9 pm. Visitation continued on Saturday 7-9 pm at St James’

Anglican Church in Lark Harbour from where the funeral service will

be held on Sunday, August 23rd at 2:00 pm with Rev Nellie Thomas

officiating. Interment to follow at the Anglican Cemetery. As

expressions of sympathy in lieu of flowers donations may be made to

the Canadian Diabetic Association or to a charity of one’s choice. The

family guest book may be signed or a memorial donation may be

made through our website www.fillatre.ca.

We offer our deepest sympathy to Mrs Kendell’s family and

friends during this sad time of bereavement.

BYRNE’S STORE
Main Street, York Harbour  - Phone 681-2040

   FULL SERVICE GASOLINE

Groceries, Confectionery & Beer, Hardware, Loto

A GREAT SELECTION OF LOCAL SOUVENIRS

http://www.fillatre.ca.
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WHEN AN OLD MAN DIES
A LIBRARY BURNS

An African Proverb

My maternal Grandfather, Pearson, died at age 86 when I was 20; his

wife Annie, my Grandmother, had died four years earlier, when I was

16.  Both were born in the 1870s, when all land transportation except

for railways was by horse-drawn vehicles.  They had both worked on

farms or in work closely connected with farms in their early years, but

before they married, Grandfather had served his apprenticeship as a

bricklayer, a trade which he plied for the next fifty years until

retirement.  Due to the death of my father three months before my

own birth in 1941, my mother had returned to the home of my

grandparents.  That is where I was born.  My mother and I lived there

as part of a family of three generations until the deaths of my

grandparents.  Soon after that I went away to university and was then

home only during vacations.

As a child growing up in this household I was always interested in

what life had been like in years gone by.  The house we lived in had

belonged to my grandmother’s father who had died when I was two

years old, so my memories of him are vague.  He had been the village

“carrier”, operating a horse-drawn vehicle which provided a daily

service for passengers and light freight between our village and the

larger town a few miles away.  Behind our house was a building

which had housed Great-Grandfather’s cart and the horses he had

owned, and also my Grandfather’s bricklaying equipment.  The

accommodations for the carrier’s horses were still there, and some of

that space was used as houses for the chickens and pigs we raised.  As

children my friends and I played in those buildings, exploring the gear

which was still there but no longer in use.

One of the most interesting items still in our possession was a

small cabin in our garden which we referred to as “the summer

house”.  This had in fact been the passenger compartment of the

carrier’s vehicle.  It had been there for many years and was a

wonderful place for kids to play on rainy days.

Growing up in this three-generation household I had a perfect

opportunity to learn much about “the olden days”: about our family,

the village, and the local school, built about 1750, where several

generations of my ancestors and finally I myself had received our

elementary education.  I asked my Grandparents many questions

about when they were young.  But ... I now have one great regret: I

never wrote it down.

My Grandfather especially was quite a raconteur and as he sat and

smoked his pipe he would tell me about his childhood days, and what

he and his friends did then to pass their time when school and their

chores were finished.  One of his friends was Cyril Leeson, who

became the village blacksmith.  Even when I was a child Mr Leeson’s

business was virtually defunct, although he still had his workshop and

used it occasionally shoeing the few horses that were still in use on

the farms.  It was he who made for us kids some of the small metal

items we needed to build our “trolleys”, the little carts we constructed

from wooden boxes and old wheels gathered at the village dump.   Mr

Leeson also repaired my Grandfather’s false teeth a couple of times! 

Grandfather recounted stories such as how he and his pals used to go

boating in a salting tub on the little river which ran through the

village, and how they mischievously hid behind hedgerows and threw

rocks at the legs of the passing horses belonging to the wealthy

farmers, “the nobs”, as Grandfather called them.

Much that I know about my ancestors is remembered from my

grandparents and, sadly, there is much that I have forgotten.  And

some of it I dismissed at the time as products of Grandfather’s fertile

imagination, to be taken “with a pinch of salt”.  Occasionally, though,

in my research about my own people I have come upon a name, or

some other piece of information that rings a bell for me.

One example is a story Grandfather told me.  He and his brother

Alfred were the youngest members of a family of twelve children. 

Their mother helped out the family budget by taking in laundry for

families wealthier than her own, so that much of the responsibility of

raising Grandfather and his brother had been handed over to older

sisters.  One of these girls was Sarah Foundation.  Grandfather always

called her by that rather strange name, never just “Sarah”, so I asked

why.

Grandfather recounted that one day the whole family had taken a

day trip to the seaside.  This involved a journey on the carrier’s cart,

which belonged to my great-grandfather, followed by a short train

journey.  While waiting on the railway station they had encountered

a little girl who was crying.  She was alone, so they took pity on the

child.  Efforts to find the girl’s own parents were unsuccessful, so

Grandfather’s folks took her in as part of their brood and raised her. 

They never discovered her real family name, and she became known

as “Sarah Foundation” because, explained Grandfather, “she had been

found”.

Now, this was a good story, but I began to ask myself if it really

was true.  I never met Sarah, although I had met some of

Grandfather’s other relatives.  So, as Grandfather was given to flights

of fancy, and his memory was beginning to fail him as Alzheimer’s

began setting in, I decided that it must be one of his tall tales, and I

forgot about it.  Then, many years later, I began to research our family

history, and in the 1881 British Census, I found Grandfather’s family,

with him listed as the youngest child aged 5 years, his brother Alfred,

aged 7, and then, lo and behold, there too was “Sarah Foundation,

adopted daughter, aged 10”.  The bell in my memory immediately

clanged loud!  Sarah Foundation had indeed been real, and not just a

character invented by Grandfather in one of his stories!

Grandfather and many of his stories died 47 years ago, in 1962. 

From that story about his adopted sister Sarah and other information

discovered over the years as I researched the family, I have come to

regret not asking more questions of him and my Grandmother when

I had the chance.  I also regretted not having written it down back

then, when it was fresh in my mind.  How much more thorough would

my knowledge about my ancestors be today!  As our elders grow older

and finally are lost to us, so also is much of the treasury of information

they carry in their memories.  And some of this is information that can

never be found in any official records.

So before it is too late, ask questions, gather as much as you can

from your own parents, grandparents and other relatives and friends,

and record it, in writing, on tape, in photographs.  Their stories are not

just stories but, like my Grandfather’s account of Sarah Foundation,

they are a genuine part of our past, a part of what has made us as we

are today.  I am pretty sure that I am the only member of my family

still living today who knows the story about Sarah Foundation, as I

was the only grandchild who grew up in that three-generation

household.  Of my mother’s three siblings, my two uncles had long

since moved away, returning with their families for visits in the

summer or at special events such as anniversaries and funerals; my

mother’s only sister, who never married and was also part of our

household, died 51 years ago; and my mother died 35 years ago.  So

now all are passed on.  These anecdotes of family history die with

those who knew them, unless someone remembers and writes them

down, so don’t let yours slip away.  Your older family members will

enjoy talking about these things, and one day you will enjoy passing

your knowledge on to your own children and grandchildren. 

Remember, it is much harder, perhaps impossible, for later

generations to recover that knowledge once it is lost.  Your children,

and their children, will be happy that you preserved it for them.

OBITUARY

BABY JILL CLARA PINSENT

Mommy and Daddy’s precious little angel Jill Clara Pinsent, leaving

to mourn with fond and loving memories her parents Jodi and Aubrey

Pinsent, her big sister Emma Jade, grandparents Marina and Russell

Sheppard of Lark Harbour, Roxanne and Rodger Pinsent of Cold

Brook, great grandpoppy Kenneth Druggett of Lark Harbour, aunts

Terri-Lynn (Paul) Traverse, Natalie (Steve) Thompson, little cousins

Luke and Sadie Traverse as well as numerous great aunts, uncles,

cousins and friends.  A private family service took place on Monday

27  July 2009 at Country Haven Funeral Home Chapel, 167 Countryth

Road, Corner Brook, with Rev Nellie Thomas officiating.  Interment

followed at St James Anglican Cemetery in Lark Harbour.  In lieu of

flowers donations may be made to the Children’s Wish Foundation. 

The family guest book may be signed and memorial donations made

by visiting our website at www.country-haven.ca.

Our prayers and thoughts are with Baby Jill’s family as they pass

through this difficult and devastating time.

  SHEPPARD’S  CLOVER  FARM  STORE
! ! !  CHECK OUR PRICES  ! ! !

Gasoline  Groceries  Hardware  Lotto  Beer  Liquor
Propane Exchange Program - Sears Catalogue Agent

 DISTRIBUTOR OF PRODUCTS

from    MERCER’S MARINE 

http://www.country-haven.ca.
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LIBRARY NOTES
by

Susan Harvey

SEPTEMBER 2009

Still some good reading in the rotating collection.

This collection has been with us since the beginning of July, but

I am still finding something to read.  It should stay until the beginning

of November, so lots of time.  Hopeful readers will have noticed that

the library has been closed since last Thursday, because of Lesley’s

annual holiday; we don’t have a substitute at present.  Anyone at

church on the 23  will know that Lesley made the most of her time offrd

- most of her family was home for the baptism of Matthew’s little

Emily Rose.  The library will re-open on Thursday 3  September, andrd

will be observing regular winter hours as follows:

Monday and Friday 2:00 - 5:00pm

Tuesday and Thursday 2:00 - 4.30pm, 6:30 - 9:00pm

Wednesday 2:00 - 4:00pm

From 2:00 - 3:00pm each weekday afternoon, children are still in their

classes, and Tuesday night is for Adults only.

The following books are all good choices:

I. Memory Book, by Howard Engel

2. Skeleton Man, by Tony Hillerman

3. The Tooth of Time, by Sue Henry

4. Dead Water, by Barbara Hambly

5. The Chairman, by Stephen Frey             #s 5, 6 & 7 to be 

6. The Successor, by Stephen Frey              reviewed later

7. The Bishop in the Old Neighborhood, by Andrew Greeley

1.   Memory Book is another of Mr Engel’s mysteries featuring Benny

Cooperman, a private detective in Grantham, Ontario.  Some of them

were made into TV features a few years ago.  This one is very

different, though: Benny wakes up in a hospital unable to remember

how he got there, and is told that he had been found in a dumpster

with the back of his head battered and a dead woman beside him -

also battered about the head.  As he fights to regain his memories, it

turns out that he is suffering from a strange condition in which he

can’t read.  Printed words look like a foreign language.  Weirdly, he

can still write - but then can’t read what he has written.  He has also

lost the names of people he knew in the past, and can’t retain any new

ones either.  Plainly a difficult situation for anyone to be in; but,

because he has apparently been attacked by someone, Benny finds it

especially important to recover his memory.  Most of the book covers

just finding out who might possibly be involved in the mystery, but in

the end he manages to solve it.

What really surprised me was a note at the back of the book

written by the doctor who had treated Mr Engel himself for the exact

same condition.  It must have taken a great deal of determination for

him to even consider writing another book.  Re-writing would be

almost impossible if you couldn’t read what you had written; Mr

Engel had to have someone read it aloud to him.  Apparently, as with

blind people, some of a patient’s other senses kick in to help when

one sense fails.  It sounds as if Mr Engel does not expect to ever

recover his previous abilities, and presumably Benny Cooperman

won’t either.  But there will apparently be another book about Benny,

possibly back to his life as a private investigator.

2.   In Skeleton Man Mr Hillerman again presents a very modern

mystery set in a background of desert, cliffs, canyons and the lifestyle

and beliefs of the Navaho and other ancient tribes of the area.  The

roots of the action date back to 1956 and an actual historic air crash

which took place over the Grand Canyon.  Two planes collided in

mid-air, killing 128 people.  According to the story, bodies, body

parts, luggage and pieces of the aircraft rained down all over the

Grand Canyon which is a mile wide and a mile deep and is a network

of side canyons, rock pinnacles, ancient cliff dwellings, and dry

stream beds which quickly turn into flash floods after a thunderstorm. 

“Burning bodies falling from the sky” become part of the mystical

beliefs of the tribes who inhabit the area and are most familiar with

the Canyon.  A particular feature of these stories concerns a severed

arm sticking out of a pile of flood debris with some kind of small

leather case handcuffed to it.  Interested parties back East know that

one of the passengers was in fact carrying a fortune in especially

brilliant and valuable diamonds in just such an arrangement.  A

couple of very valuable diamonds turn up in mysterious circumstances

- and the hunt is on.  Two groups with opposing interests arrive on the

scene determined to find the arm and the diamonds.  Mr Hillerman’s

usual characters, Joe Leaphorn and Jim Chee of the Navaho Tribal

Police, become involved and have to sift through a mix of legends and

actual memories to discover who did find the arm and where it has

gone.  Jim and his fiancée actually climb down into the Canyon and

encounter the two determined parties also seeking the arm.  Guns are

fired and there is a flash flood, but finally all is resolved.

3.   The Tooth of Time by Sue Henry is also set in the American

Southwest, with many of the same desert scenes as backdrop. 

Strangely, though, Ms Henry’s earlier books were set in Alaska and

the heroine was a tough policewoman accompanied everywhere by her

husky dog Rowdy.  Lots of action with snowmobiles, sled dogs and

cold Alaska weather.  The current heroine, Maxie McNabb, also has

a dog: a miniature dachshund named Stretch, whom she can carry

around under her arm.  Maxie does come from Alaska, and maintains

a home there, but has chosen to spend part of each year travelling the

continent in her Winnebago with only Stretch for company.  She goes

into quite a bit of detail on the landscape and history of upper New

Mexico, and there is quite a surprising amount of material on weaving

- apparently a traditional craft in the area.  It seems as if Ms Henry

might be writing from personal experience.  Of course there is a plot

with various villains and a couple of murders.  Poor Stretch gets

kidnapped, though fortunately he is returned safely.  Actually the

police officer has a dog also; the author must be a real dog lover, as

well as an adventurous senior citizen traveller.

4. Dead Water is an exciting, but different, kind of book. The action

takes place in New Orleans and along the Mississippi River in 1836.

At this time the economy of the American South depended on large

plantations, mostly cotton, where all the work was done by Negro

slaves. The book gives some idea of the lives led by many of the

slaves. They had no rights at all, and could be bought and sold by their

white owners. Legally they were classed as not human. Some owners,

of course, had good relationships with their slaves; but others were

quite brutal. Slave dealers could be quite unscrupulous and regarded

Negro slaves only as property, for which they could get a good price.

They could usually get away with any such transaction even if they

had acquired the slaves illegally; no one would take a slave’s word for

the truth of a situation against that of a white man.

It was possible for a benevolent owner to free his slaves legally.

One of the worst abuses of the slave dealers would be to kidnap a free

Negro and sell him back into slavery. All the price would be profit,

and seemingly it never troubled their consciences at all. The main

characters in the story are Benjamin January and his wife Rose, both

of whom are free blacks; and their white friend Hannibal Sefton. In a

perhaps unlikely scenario, the three of them are hired to travel up the

river on a paddle steamer in pursuit of a man suspected of robbing a

New Orleans bank, to try to recover the gold and banknotes. On the

boat is a variety of slaves and slave dealers and other passengers.

Many different agendas result in several murders for different reasons,

a duel, even a little Voodoo. Ben and Rose run the serious danger of

being either murdered or sold back into slavery, but win through in the

end with the help of some unexpected allies. Accommodation on the

steamers must have been very cramped, and particularly spartan if you

were one of a gang of slave merchandise chained to the side of the

boat for the journey as was shown in this book. The story is exciting

and gives us a real picture of life in those days before the slaves were

all liberated by the Civil War in 1861-1865. In the South,

discrimination was the rule for another hundred years. I remember

“White” and “Coloured” washrooms and drinking fountains, and

sit-ins at establishments which refused to serve blacks. My schools

were all segregated; there were separate facilities for blacks. In 1958

when I went to New Orleans they had just taken away the movable

sign in the buses and streetcars marking off the end of the “White”

seating and the beginning of the “Coloured” seating. Even when the

sign was gone, mostly people still maintained the same arrangement.

It took a while, but these days you really don't notice such overt

discrimination, and it seems incredible to remember how it used to be.


