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NEW TRAILS AT BOTTLE COVE

IF YOU’VE BEEN OUT TO BOTTLE COVE RECENTLY , you may have

discovered the new trails that have been cut or the improvements

made on the old ones out to the Point and to Island Cove.  In some

places boardwalks have been added to bridge the muddy patches, and

in others small ditches have been dug to provide better drainage

where brooks come down across the trail.  Parts of the old trails have

been widened, making it easier to climb to the top of the rocky

lookout near the Point.  A new loop has been cut along the edge of the

woods to Island Cove, so that it is now possible to make a circular

tour instead of having to return the same way.  Benches have been

installed at some of the scenic look-offs, and brush has been cleared

to provide better opportunities for visitors to take pictures.

Other new trails, or extensions to existing ones, are planned to

lead out to areas such as Cedar Cove, and signage will eventually be

installed where necessary.  There is also a bit more work to be done

on the brand-new Copper Mine Cape Hiking Trail east of York

Harbour.  But with all these new things — the work in progress under

the Outer Bay of Islands Enhancement Committee (OBIEC) and more

work being planned by the new ATV Trails

Committee — a tourism potential is being

realised which ought to bring many more visitors

to this area, resulting in employment possibilities

for those enterprising individuals who want to

take advantage of what the Outer Bay of Islands

has to offer by establishing services for tourists.

Thanks to the energetic individuals of these

Committees, and the members of various

organisations of all kinds at local, provincial and

national levels, who are making this development

come about for the benefit of everyone.  But we

all must also do our bit by helping to ensure that

the work done is preserved and does not suffer

from vandalism and destruction as some of it has

in the past.  We are very fortunate to have such a

beautiful scenic neighbourhood in which to live,

and we must protect it in every way possible.

Look out for this trail sign to appear, and be

proud of what it means. 

ROLAND FREDERICK SHEPPARD

1924 - 2009

ON TUESDAY 28  APRIL 2009 a large number of family and friendsTH

of the late Roland Frederick Sheppard gathered at St James

Church, Lark Harbour, to bid farewell to this well-known, well-

respected and loved member of the community.

Roland spent his entire life in Lark Harbour, taking a strong

interest in everything, and entering into friendly conversation with

everyone.  He will be greatly missed by all who knew him.

Roland passed peacefully away at Western Memorial Regional

Hospital, Corner Brook, on Saturday 25  April, his 85  birthday.th th

ST JAMES SCHOOL 30-HOUR FAMINE

BEGINNING AT M IDNIGHT on Thursday, April 24  and continuingth

until 6:00 am on Saturday, April 25 , thirteen senior high studentsth

from St James All Grade School in Lark Harbour participated in

World Vision’s 30 Hour Famine.  The event was sponsored by the

Student Council and raised a total of $800.32.  The initial goal set by

the students was to raise enough money to feed a single child for one

year at a cost of $360.00 but they more than doubled their goal. Along

with their teacher advisor, Bonnie Wheeler, the students spent the

night at the school where they engaged in a variety of activities like

volleyball, basketball, video games and movies to help distract them

from feeling hungry. At 6:00 am on Saturday, they were treated to a

pancake breakfast cooked up by Student Council President Deidre

Wheeler.  Overall, school principal, Penny Sheppard, said that she

was very pleased with the students’ efforts and they should be

commended for doing their part to help fight world hunger.  
Picture and report courtesy of St James School and Mrs Bonnie Wheeler

The workers, L-R Marilyn Park, Pauline Byrne, Rick Berry, Maxine Park (missing
from picture is Paula Kendell), taking a well-deserved break during their labours on

the new Trail to Island Cove.  

L-R: Mrs Wheeler, Andrew Sheppard, Mallory MacDonald, Cody Sheppard, Deidre
Wheeler, Steven Billard, Samantha Sheppard, Darryl Joyce, Justine Byrne, Joanna Park,
Evan Connolly, Brittany Kendell.  Missing from photo: Maria Byrne and Jordan Park.
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COM MUNITY CALENDAR

HC=Holy Communion; MP=Morning Prayer; EP=Evening Prayer

LH = Lark Harbour;    YH = York Harbour;    JB = John’s Beach

2009                                     JUNE                                     2009

  6 Sat 65  anniversary of D-Day (World War 2)th th

  7 Sun Trinity, 11:00am, Holy Communion (LH)th

7:00pm, St Ambrose, JB, Mem Hymn Sing

  8 Mon Christmas in June - Food Bank Collectionth

World Oceans Day

14 Sun Pentecost 2, 11:00am, Service led by Youthth

21  Sun Fathers’ Dayst

Pentecost 3, 7:00pm, Memorial Hymn Sing

28 Sun Pentecost 4, 7:00pm, Holy Communionth

2009                                     JULY                                     2009

  5 Sun Pentecost 5, 11:00am, Holy Communionth

12 Sun Pentecost 6, 11:00am, Morning Prayerth

19 Sun Pentecost 7, 7:00pm, Evening Prayerth

24 -26  Sun     ATV Trails Committee Festival Weekendth th

26 Sun Pentecost 8, 7:00pm, St James the Apostleth

Baptism and Holy Communion

2009                                   AUGUST                                 2009

  2  Sun Pentecost 9, 2:00 pm, Cemetery Memorial Servicend

  9   Sun Pentecost 10, 11:00am, Holy Communionth

16  Sun Pentecost 11, 7:00pm, Evening Prayerth

23 Sun Pentecost 12, 7:00pm, Holy Communionrd

30 Sun Pentecost 13, 7:00pm, Healing Service & HCth

 2009                        ADVANCE DATES                         2009

Sept 6 Sun Pentecost 14, 11:00am, Morning Prayerth

Sept 7 Mon Labour Dayth

Sept 27 Sun Friendship Sundayth

Oct 12 Mon Thanksgiving Holidayth

Nov 11 Wed Remembrance Dayth

Thanks to our Sponsors for their support of The

BLOW ·M E·DOW NER . 

Anglican Parish of Bay of Islands Lark Harbour  -

Byrne’s Store York Harbour p 5

Curling ONE Stop Corner Brook p 3

Fillatre Memorials Corner Brook p 4

   Quik Lube Plus, 65 Humber Road Corner Brook p 6

Sheppard’s Clover Farm Store Lark Harbour p 5

The BLOW ·M E·DOW NER  is distributed free of charge to each  

Canada Post mailbox in Lark Harbour and York Harbour

before or on the first Friday of each month.

Next BLOW ·ME·DOWNER: Issue 40 . . .Friday 3 July 2009

Copy Deadline . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Friday 26 June  2009

For $1.00 we will mail a single copy anywhere in Canada.

You may now choose to receive your BLOW ·M E·DOW NER     

free by email in PDF format.  Send an email (with the word

“SUBSCRIBE” in the subject line) to this email address:

blowmedowner@gmail.com

 

A NOTE ON COLOUR PRINTING

Readers will have noticed that the quality of photographs in the

BLOW ·M E·DOW NER  copies distributed through Canada Post is often

quite poor.  This is due to the limitations of the duplicating machine

which, although excellent for the printed word, is not ideal for

images.  It would be wonderful if we could print all our copies with

pictures in colour, but to produce even one page in each of the 400

copies we distribute would be prohibitively expensive.  So we offer

our apologies.  However we produce a few colour copies and these

are usually displayed in the business premises of our local sponsors.

In addition, all the emailed issues are automatically produced with all

the pictures in full colour.

In this month’s issue the pictures on page 1 are all in colour and

will be seen in colour in the emailed versions.  You may also view

them in colour in those special copies displayed in our local stores.

MESSAGE FROM OUR  RECTOR

      —      Rev  Nellie  Thomas      —     

 ANGLICAN  PARISH  OF  THE  BAY  OF  ISLANDS

FATHERS’ DAY

Setting the Table

Little Susan was mother’s helper.  She helped set the table when

guests were coming for dinner.  When everything was ready, the guest

came in, and everyone sat down.  Then Mother noticed something was

missing.

“Susan,” she said, “You didn't put a knife and fork at Mr Smith’s

place.”

“I thought he wouldn’t need them,” explained Susan.  “Daddy

says Mr Smith always eats like a horse!”

Happy Father’s Day to all Fathers.  It seems only yesterday we were

acknowledging Mother’s Day.  The third week of June we will be

acknowledging Father’s Day.  The idea for creating a day for children

to honor their fathers began in Spokane, Washington. A woman by the

name of Sonora Smart Dodd thought of the idea for Father's Day while

listening to a Mother's Day sermon in 1909.

Having been raised by her father, William Jackson Smart, after her

mother died, Sonora wanted her father to know how special he was to

her. It was her father that made all the parental sacrifices and was, in

the eyes of his daughter, a courageous, selfless, and loving man.

Sonora's father was born in June, so she chose to hold the first Father's

Day celebration in Spokane, Washington on the 19th of June, 1910.

In 1926, a National Father's Day Committee was formed in New

York City. Father's Day was recognized by a Joint Resolution of the

American Congress in 1956. In 1972, President Richard Nixon

established a permanent national observance of Father's Day to be

held on the third Sunday of June. So Father's Day was born in memory

and gratitude by a daughter who thought that her father and all good

fathers should be honored with a special day just like we honor our

mothers on Mother's Day.

I remember my own father at home when I was growing up.  He

was always the person who worked outside the home.  During the

summer he worked many long hours fishing.  When the fishing season

was over he would wash and dry the fish to get it ready to sell.  He

worked very hard to cut wood and other outside chores.  It seemed the

father was responsible for outside work and mom was responsible for

inside work which included raising children.

Fathers are involved in the work inside the home as well as outside

the home.  Today when both parents are working to make ends meet,

things are very different.  Both parents share in the household chores.

Both parents help to raise their children.  Both parents help with the

family finances.

Jesus said:  “I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own

know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I

lay down my life for the sheep.” 

May those of us who are parents look to God, the perfect pattern

for fathers and mothers.  And by his grace may we seek to become the

best parents that we can possibly be.

PLEASE NOTE - There will be no issue of the BLOW ·M E·DOW NER

in August, so any items for publication during that month must be

submitted before the Copy Deadline of Friday 26  June in order to beth

included in the July issue. 

The next issue after July will be on 4  September 2009.th

A THOUGHT ABOUT DRIVING  SAFETY

STATISTICS TELL US that most vehicle accidents happen within

fifteen kilometres of the driver’s home.  So obviously the best way

to avoid an accident is to keep your car at least fifteen kilometres

away from where you live.

mailto:blowmedowner@gmail.com
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OBITUARY

ROLAND FREDERICK SHEPPARD

25  April 1924 - 25  April 2009th th

IT WAS WITH GREAT SADNESS that the family of the late Roland

Frederick Sheppard announced his passing at Western Memorial

Regional Hospital on Saturday 25  April 2009, his 85  birthday.  Heth th

leaves to mourn with fond and loving memories his daughters:

Barbara (David) Flynn of Halifax NS, Faye Sheppard (with whom he

resided) of Lark Harbour, Janice (Lee) Sheppard; son Brent (Sherry)

Sheppard; daughter-in-law Donna Sheppard of Lark Harbour;  nine

grandchildren; Kim, Fred, Leanne, Ryan, Victor, Kristy, Lucas, Tyler

and Nathan;  nine great grandchildren;  sisters: Marion Fiander of

Nova Scotia, Ruby Wheeler of York Harbour, Loretta (Charlie)

Green of St. John’s; brother Ivan (Marilyn) Sheppard;  sister-in-law

Dorothy Sheppard, as well as a large circle of nieces, nephews and

friends.  He is predeceased by his wife Elsie; sons: Roderick and baby

Rodney; parents: Fred and Leta; sister Myrtle, brother Reg and

brothers-in-law: Aubrey Fiander and Harold Wheeler.  Visitation was

held on Monday 26  April 2009 from 2-4 & 7-9 pm at St Jamesth

Anglican Church in Lark Harbour.  A Service of Thanksgiving for

Roland’s life took place on Tuesday 27  April 2009 at 2 pm at Stth

James Anglican Church in Lark Harbour with Rev Nellie Thomas

officiating.  Interment followed at the church cemetery.

Funeral arrangements were entrusted to Country Haven Funeral

Home, 167 Country Road.  No flowers by request.  As expressions of

sympathy in lieu of flowers donations may be made to the Heart and

Stroke foundation or a charity of one’s choice.  The family would like

to express special thanks to the nurses in the Palliative Care Unit at

Western Memorial Regional Hospital.  The family guestbook may be

signed or donations may be made by visiting the website at

www.country-haven.ca.

Roland was a well-known, well-liked, and very respected member

of the community who played a major role in local life and

contributed much during his long lifetime.  He will be greatly missed

by all who knew him.

We offer our sincere condolences to Roland’s family and friends

at this their time of sadness.

OBITUARY

MARGARET (WAYSON) McCARTHY

3  OCTOBER 1944 - 26  MAY 2009rd th

IT IS WITH  GREAT SADNESs that the family of the late Margaret

McCarthy announce her passing at Western Memorial Regional

Hospital in Corner Brook on Tuesday, May 26th, 2009 at the age of

64 years.  A truly dedicated mother, grandmother, wife, daughter and

aunt. Mag was the heart of her family.  She loved and tended to them

to nearly the end.  She never cared for the finer things in life.  She

was contented as long as she knew her children were safe from harm

and had a hot meal each day with which she usually provided them.

Her grandchildren, who were precious to her, need only to provide

her with a kiss and a hug and in return for the unconditional,

continuous care of her family, she required only love and a weekly

bingo game or two with her long time friends.  Her role as mother was

often extended to care for nieces and nephews and anyone else in

need.  After the passing of her loving husband Anthony (August 17,

1993), she opened her arms and her home to care for two foster

children in need of a loving home.  Mag was blessed with six

children: Kevin (Betty) Wayson, Jean (Gary) Hauck, Annie (Ivan)

Randell, Mike (Joanne) McCarthy, Dean (Michelle) McCarthy, and

Martina (Dean) Gallant.  She also found enormous pride and joy in

her eight grandchildren: Matthew, Marlee, AJ, Vicki, Bailey,

Anthony, Cassie, and Shelby.  She always had the love and support

of her six brothers and sisters: Kate (Laris) Duffy, Georgina (Floyd)

Imm, Ralph (Elizabeth) Wayson, Barbara (Gerry) Barkhouse, Bill

(Glenda) Wayson and Jim (Maxine) Wayson and Patsy from whom

she was already parted.  She is now going to the loving arms of her

husband Anthony, and her beloved parents Willam and Eileen

Wayson.  Friends may visit Fillatre's Funeral Home, 218 Curling

Street on Wednesday between the hours of 2-4 & 7-9 p.m.  The Mass

of Christian Burial will take place from Our Lady Star of the Sea on

Thursday, May 28th at 10:30 a.m.  Interment will follow at the

Roman Catholic Cemetery. Father Bernard Buckle officiating.  As

expressions of sympathy, flowers are graciously accepted or

donations may be made to the Canadian Cancer Society or to the

charity of one's choice.  

We offer our sincere condolences to Margaret’s family and friends

at this their time of sadness. 

CONGRATULATIONS, OLIVIA!

O
N 4  JUNE 2009, OLIVIA PERRY, a Grade Four student at Stth

James All-Grade School is invited to a special award ceremony

at Presentation Junior High School in Corner Brook.  Olivia

placed Second in the Western School District in the Grade Four

Math Competition and will receive a silver medal.  A total of 560

students from 28 schools competed in this test, which was

administered on 29  April.  In addition, St James placed fifth overall.th

This is quite an accomplishment due to the fact that only the five best

scores per class are counted and our Grade Four class has only seven

students.  We were in competition with some much larger schools

within the District.  Congratulations, Olivia, on an excellent

performance.

Congratulations also go to Olivia on winning the Heart and Stroke

Foundation Fruit and Veggie Challenge which was open to all

Grade Four students in the Western School District.  Olivia received

a backpack of goodies and the rest of her class received skipping

ropes and water bottles.  In addition the School received a Walmart

gift card for $25.00.

Thanks to Mrs Wheeler for submitting these interesting news items.

 

FOOD  BANK  NOTES
by

Susan Harvey

Time for the BIG Food Drive  - Christmas in June!

Be ready: 6.30 pm Monday 8  Juneth

YOUR BRIGHT STICKER FOR THE BIG DAY  is included with this

bulletin.  Please put it on the bag with your donations, and place

it where collectors can see it from the road, for 6.30 pm Monday 8

June.  Last year we had a wonderful collection, with lots of wonderful

helpers.  Let me know if you would be willing to help this year with

collection and/or sorting.

Many volunteers work with the Food Bank in our area.  The two

outlets, at Holy Redeemer RC Church in Curling and the Salvation

Army on Herald Avenue, are run all year round by 30 volunteers.

Unfortunately both supervisors are having to retire, but we expect

replacements will soon be in place.

Last year 380 volunteers helped with the Christmas in June Food

Drive; this included collecting, sorting both here and in Corner Brook,

counting, and delivering to the outlets.  In 2008, 1,624 requests for

food assistance were filled, a few more than once, averaging about

135 per month.  Food donations totalled a value of $173,000; more

than $45,000 worth from the national association of food banks, and

$80,000 from the three main food drives.  It sounds like an awful lot

of food, but the Holy Redeemer outlet alone gets through $10,000

worth each month.  Demand has gone up, it seems; 195 food requests

were filled in March this year, and this is the highest monthly total

since 2007. Each request received at least the minimum allocation, but

not many extras.  Since then the outlets have had to purchase some

basic supplies including rice, soups, vegetables and butter.

It couldn’t be done without all of us helping, but perhaps we

should give some recognition to various groups and commercial

establishments that sponsor special efforts.  From February to May

collections came from two school groups at St Peters Academy and

Immaculate Heart of Mary school, as well as many local churches,

including St. James; and the Girl Guides.  Also from Coleman’s

Furniture, Humber Valley Bakery, Johnson Insurance, Zellers,

Western Hydraulic and Midland  Transport.  Other sponsors are listed

on the included label.  Special thanks to Hedley Saunders and Ralph

Wight, who, on their 85  and 90  birthdays respectively, asked forth th

food bank donations in lieu of gifts.

It’s good to see how many of us are willing to help the ones who

need a little encouragement just now.  It’s the right thing to do.

Automobile - SERVICE & REPAIRS - Gas & Diesel

CURLING ONE  STOP
Owners: Kevin & Betty Wayson

Phone 785-2619              366 Curling St, Corner Brook

mailto:blowmedowner@gmail.com
http://www.country-haven.ca.
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BAY OF ISLANDS TO BE PART OF A
NEW SPACE-AGE RESEARCH PROJECT

Above are examples of the kind of images that will be used in the

leading edge international research project into aquatic pollution in

which several Newfoundland & Labrador agencies are presently

participating.  Please bear in mind that due to limitations of the

duplicating process used for The BLOW•ME•DOWNER these pictures

are of much lower resolution than those created in the project. 

AN ANNOUNCEMENT IN JANUARY 2009 revealed that Newfoundland

& Labrador, in cooperation with the European Space Agency

(ESA), is at the leading edge of international research through its

participation in pollution research involving several important bodies

of water around the Province.

We shall not be launching any objects into space from here, but

several agencies in the Province will be working with ESA on a

research project which uses satellite technology to study the sources

and extent of pollution in the Bay of Islands and Bay d’Espoir,

Newfoundland, and Wabush Lake, Labrador.

The study will use satellite-based Earth Observation (EO)

technology to detect aquatic point pollution sources in those three

bodies of water.  Aquatic point pollution sources are the sites where

potentially harmful substances, such as mining discharges, sewage, or

industrial outfalls, are emitted directly into a body of water and could

adversely affect its aquatic life. Identification of these sources will

allow them to be monitored and regulated, to reduce their

environmental impact.

“The success in securing projects from an international agency

like ESA speaks to the remarkable work that is ongoing in this

province in terms of water resource management,” said the

Honourable Charlene Johnson, Minister of Environment and

Conservation. “This project will not only permit us to utilize

innovative technologies to monitor our environment, but it will also

allow us to develop plans for reducing pollution in a number of our

local water bodies.”

C-CORE, a Newfoundland and Labrador corporation that provides

worldwide innovative engineering services, is the primary contractor

responsible for the management of the project, while the Provincial

Department of Environment and Conservation will provide the data

and assess the overall benefits of the project.  Information regarding

industrial outfalls will be studied for the Department of Fisheries and

Oceans.

Dr. Amir Ali Khan, Manager of the Hydrologic Modelling Section

of the Department of Environment and Conservation, will be the

project leader.  He will travel to Italy in 2010 to present the project

outcomes and review plans for long-term sustainability processes

developed in the project regarding aquatic pollution.  C-CORE senior

manager, Thomas Puestow, will accompany Dr. Khan to Italy.

Charlene Johnson, Minister of Environment and Conservation,

further explained: “The Water Resources Management Division of my

department was chosen specifically for this project because of the

expertise they have demonstrated on an international level in previous

water resources management projects, and they are among the most

advanced users of EO data in the country.  These individuals

demonstrate excellence in their field, and the rest of the world is

becoming more aware of their capabilities.”

In 2003, the Department, in partnership with C-CORE and the

ESA, created the Badger River ice service which is now used in

several countries, including Russia.  This service involves simulation

of ice conditions through a computer model, developed by the

division, which is crucial in providing advance flood warnings.

Along with satellite imagery, the Ice Progression Model allows for

accurate location of the ice front and represents a major improvement

in flood forecasting capability.  The initiative combines ground and

space-based observations to develop an integrated environmental

monitoring capability.

The top picture at left, of a section of the Humber Arm, shows the

north shore west of Irishtown and the south shore west of Corner

Brook Pulp & Paper Mill.  The lower picture is an enlargement of the

area around the Paper Mill.  When the images have been analysed, the

Project will identify presently unknown pollution sources and their

extent, and will indicate the areas where the problems are worst.  This

information can then be used in efforts to remedy the situation.   

The pictures were taken from a satellite known as TerraSAR-X,

a German Earth observation satellite that provides high-quality

topographic information for commercial and scientific applications.

Launched 15 June 2007 aboard a Dnepr rocket from Baikonur, it

produced preliminary imagery on June 19, 2007.  Development was

a joint project between the German Aerospace Centre (who

contributed 100 million euros to the project) and EADS Astrium (who

contributed 30 million euros). This is about 200 million Canadian

dollars.

The satellite works in a wavelength of 31 mm, frequency 9.6 Ghz.

This short wavelength makes the technical development a little more

difficult but permits a high resolution of the digital radar images,

allowing objects as small as 1 meter to be visible at the earth's

surface.  TerraSAR-X is 5 metres high (about 16 ft), weighs about

1230 kg (about 2,700 lbs) and circles the Earth in a nearly polar orbit

(N-S-N) at approximately 500 km altitude (about 310 miles).

Any place on earth can be observed within 1-3 days.  For a

specific point on the earth’s equator, TerraSAR-X passes over about

every 11 days, more frequently towards the poles.  It passes over

Newfoundland about every 4 days, but at its altitude of 500 km it is

not visible to the naked eye.

The above information on specifics of the Project was obtained from

this website of the Government of Newfoundland & Labrador:

http://www.releases.gov.nl.ca/releases/2008/env/1010n04.htm

Information about the TerraSAR-X satellite was derived from

Wikipedia and may be reviewed, with other technical information, at:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/TerraSAR-X

The satellite images and some further interpretive information were

kindly provided by the Project Leader, Dr Amir Ali Khan, Manager

of the Hydrologic Modelling Section of the Department of

Environment and Conservation of Newfoundland & Labrador.

mailto:blowmedowner@gmail.com
http://www.releases.gov.nl.ca/releases/2008/env/1010n04.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/TerraSAR-X
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/TerraSAR-X
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TOWN OF

LARK HARBOUR

MINUTES OF M EETING OF 19  MAY 2009th

Present: Mayor, Paul Keetch

Councillors: Carol Rice, Sheila Jones, and Jamie Park.

Absent: Councillor John Parsons.  

Clerks: Debra Park and Louise Darrigan (recorder).

Meeting commenced at 7:00 pm

• Minutes of meeting of 22  April adopted.nd

• Road Subsidence Issue - Motion 2009-012 to request Legal

Services for a written opinion on issuance of building permits for

this area was rescinded as the result would be the same.  Council

will send a letter to residents in that area.

• Water Project Update - Information to date was reviewed.  Clerk

will set up meeting with Walter Anderson, engineering consultant.

• Photocopier - Purchase at estimated cost of $800.00 approved.

• Pole Removal Request - Reply letter on cost absorbing to be sent

as agreed at last meeting: but use of private contractor is not

permitted by NL Power.

• Mayor will contact ZR Enterprises re Spring Road Maintenance.

• Gas Tax - Agreed to disregard item in April minutes.  Committee

of three council members will work on a design and cost proposal

for the CIP change for review at a later Council meeting.

• Write-Offs - Approved in amount of $141.31.

• Municipal Assessment Agency meeting notes reviewed.

• Council will send a letter in support of Gander for improved

Search & Rescue capabilities, but will note the desire to see

improved capabilities on the West Coast if Gander is not chosen.

• Culvert request - No further development.

• Accounts Payable of $9,568.88 approved.  Transferral of

$9,627.70 from Gas Tax account to a Term Deposit approved.

• Building Permits - approved, with special signed agreement for

renovations in the area of ground instability.

• All complaints and concerns reviewed.

• Archibald Sheppard will be contacted re trees to be purchased for

War Memorial area.

• Dept of Environment to be contacted regarding the many vehicles

kept on a certain property in town.

• MOG redistribution and response letter regarding student

employment was reviewed.

Meeting adjourned at 9:15 pm.

  SHEPPARD’S  CLOVER  FARM  STORE
! ! !  CHECK OUR PRICES  ! ! !

Gasoline  Groceries  Hardware  Lotto  Beer  Liquor
Propane Exchange Program - Sears Catalogue Agent

 DISTRIBUTOR OF PRODUCTS

from    MERCER’S MARINE 

NEWFOUNDLAND DOESN’T HAVE
ALL THE STRANGE PLACE NAMES 

ACANADIAN COUPLE ON VACATION  in Florida had decided to rent

a car for the day to drive around and explore on their own.

About lunchtime they arrived at the town of Kissimmee.  They noted

the strange spelling on the sign welcoming them to the town, and they

tried to figure how to pronounce it :- “KISS-a-me”, “Kiss-A-me”,

“Kiss-a-ME”.  They grew more perplexed as they drove into the town.

Since they were hungry, they pulled into a fast food place to get

something to eat.  At the counter, feeling a little foolish, the man

leaned over and said in a low voice to the waitress: 

“My wife and I can’t seem to be able to figure out how to

pronounce the name of this place. Will you please say it very slowly

so that I can understand?” 

The waitress looked at him rather strangely, took a step back from

the counter, and said: "B-uuu-rrr-g-e-rrr  K-iiii-nnnng." 

GOODBYE MR CUCKOO

MR CUCKOO IS AN INTERESTING BIRD .  He has featured in literature

for centuries, and has become in England a familiar symbol of

spring.  He is best known for his distinctive call, which can be heard

for considerable distances.  As a child I grew up in rural England, in

a farming village in north Lincolnshire, and one of my cherished

childhood memories is of waking up some morning in late April or

early May and hearing the call of Mr Cuckoo.  Our neighbourhood

was quiet, surrounded with woods and fields, and you couldn’t miss

the sound.  When you heard him, you knew that spring had really

arrived, because the Common Cuckoo (CUCULUS CANORUS) of

northern Europe is a migrating bird that spends most of the year in

warm climates like north Africa, migrating northwards in spring.  But

he stays only about three months and then returns south.  We had a

rhyme about Mr Cuckoo: “In May he sings all day; in June he changes

tune; in July, away he’ll fly.”  He really does change his call, too,

starting off with a straight clear “cuckoo”, exactly like you can hear

from a cuckoo clock.  But within a few weeks his call changes to a

stutter, “cu-cu-cu-cuckoo”, clearly different from the earlier sound.

By then you have got used to hearing him around, then suddenly, you

hear him no more.  Mr Cuckoo has returned to warmer climes.

One thing that makes the cuckoo different from other birds is his

apparent laziness and meanness.  He and Mrs Cuckoo migrate north

to start a family, but they never make a nest as most birds do.  Instead,

Mrs Cuckoo finds the nest of a smaller bird and there she lays her

single egg.  If the smaller bird has eggs there already, Mrs Cuckoo

pushes them out; if the eggs are hatched, she often eats the chicks.

Then off she flies, leaving the owner of the nest to become foster

parents to incubate and feed her chick.  According to Wikipedia, the

whole process takes only about ten seconds.  You might wonder why

the other bird does this.  It’s a good question, though I never heard the

answer.  But whatever the reason, the foster parents raise the young

cuckoo with no appearance of dissatisfaction.  Maybe they are proud

of this monstrous chick they have hatched, because it is bigger and

stronger than any chick the neighbours can produce!

But seriously, Why am I writing about cuckoos?  Well, according

to Tim Webb, spokesman for the British Royal Society for the

Protection of Birds, more than 20 percent of  Britain's bird species

face extinction unless steps are taken to protect them.  And this, says

Mr Webb, is due to the declining food and water supply in

sub-Saharan Africa, where many of the birds, including cuckoos,

migrate from.  The Common Cuckoo is one of these.  Its population

in Britain has declined 37 percent since 1994.

And it is not just the cuckoo that is in trouble, explains Mr Webb.

Even such common birds as the herring gull, of which there are

thousands around Newfoundland, are in decline.  “Everyone thinks

they are always there,’ he said of the birds. “People didn't think that

such common birds would be struggling, and if nothing changes we

will see them disappear.”

What is placing all these birds at risk?  Global warming, that

phenomenon some people are still denying.  It is suggested that what

is happening in Africa, where the Sahara Desert is expanding, may

just as easily happen in North America.  The deserts of Mexico and

Southwestern USA are likely to expand too, as their water supplies

dry up, a condition which will put much greater pressure on Canada.

You don’t care if we see fewer seagulls?  They’re just pests

anyway, of no more value to life on earth than rats or fleas?  Then

bear in mind that what kills the seagulls, the rats, and the fleas, the

cuckoos, the bluejays, snowbirds, robins, and any form of wildlife, is

likely in the end to destroy us.  We humans pride ourselves on being

the kingpin of creation, the highest form of life.  But the truth is that

we are just as vulnerable as the humblest form of life.  If the seagulls,

the rats and the fleas disappear, we won’t be long to follow.
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LIBRARY NOTES
by

Susan Harvey

SOME NEW NEWFOUNDLAND BOOKS

1. The Log of Bob Bartlett : The True Story of Forty Years of

Seafaring and Exploration Captain Robert A. Bartlett

2.  The Last Voyage of the Karluk Captain Robert A. Bartlett

3.  Sails over Ice : Northern Adventures Aboard the SS Morrissey

 Captain Robert A. Bartlett

4.  The Day Grenfell Cried                             Earl Pilgrim

5.  Charlie Baker George                             Frank Tibbo

The three Bartlett books were all written more than 75 years ago by

Captain Bartlett himself, and have been reprinted since the year 2000.

A few explanatory bits have been added as forewords and appendices,

and there are some extra photographs; but the text is just as he wrote

it.  His writing shows how capable and resourceful he was - how

tough altogether.  At the same time he comes over as very modest, as

if anyone could have done what he did; and very honest in trying to

explain to us how it all was.  It was surprising to me how many

famous people he knew, and how familiar he was with the United

States - including Alaska - in the early 1900s.  He seemed to move

very freely between the small Newfoundland community of Brigus

and the cities of Boston, New York, and San Francisco.  In between

he spent as much as four years at a time battling wind and ice in the

Arctic.  Plainly a man Newfoundland should still be proud of.

The Log of Bob Bartlett covers most of his active life up to 1925.  His

early years were spent in a warm family home with a strongly

religious Methodist background.  Almost unbelievably, he neither

gambled nor drank alcohol for his entire life - a life spent largely

among seafaring men who drank as a matter of course.  The family

had a history of life at sea, and even of involvement with Arctic

exploration; his father, grandfather, and uncles were all captains of

their own ships.  His first maritime experiences, at 17, were on sealing

expeditions with his father, and he commanded the ship at age 18.

That same fall he signed on as a sailor with a commercial sailing ship

and, after six long years, earned his Master Mariner’s papers.  He

always said that sealing voyages were the best preparation he could

have had for his later exploits.  He became involved with Peary’s

1898 polar expedition, sailing as mate under his uncle John Bartlett

as captain.  The expeditions with Peary form most of the content of

this book, and this is where he gained so much of the experience with

Eskimos and sled dogs which was so useful in his later expeditions.

The Last Voyage of the Karluk tells only of the ill-fated scientific

research voyage of Vilhjalmur Stefansson into the Arctic above

Alaska and Russia.  Stefansson himself got separated from the ship

early on; and Bartlett was in charge while the ship was trapped in the

ice, carried miles to the west, and finally crushed by the ice.  I was

very impressed by how foresighted Bartlett was, and how carefully he

planned how to preserve food and other resources and somehow

transfer them to land.  The ship actually sank miles from the nearest

land, Wrangel Island, across treacherous ice with open leads and

enormous pressure ridges.  They had to make many difficult trips over

the ice, making caches and returning for another load; then moving

everything along again to the next cache.  They knew it would be

months before they could be rescued, and they needed all the supplies

they could preserve.  It was a complicated and very difficult program,

and Bartlett was able to carry it through as successfully as anyone

might.  A small group of the scientists thought they had a better plan,

went off on their own, and were never heard from again.  Bartlett

managed to get almost all of the rest of the crew to solid footing on

Wrangel Island.  He left them there and , with one Eskimo and one

team of dogs, got to the mainland of Siberia and, after two months,

back to Alaska where he arranged for the crew to be rescued.  They

had waited on the island from 18  March to 8  September, and almostth th

all had survived - including the ship’s cat.  

This book is not in our collection yet, but will be.  It can be

obtained through Inter Library Loan.  Ask Lesley.

The third book, Sails Over Ice, deals with Bartlett’s voyages between

1925 and 1933 in his own ship, the Morrissey.  Mostly these were

along the east coast and in the waters of Greenland; though he did

venture back to Pacific waters, and even Wrangle Island.  Sponsors

helped him to acquire the ship and fit it with steam power, and also to

make contact with people eager to make voyages into the Arctic.

They collected many scientific and archeological specimens for

various societies and museums, and some Arctic animals for zoos; and

even made some movies.  Then, as now, American security was able

to cause him a few problems; at least twice the Coast Guard stopped

him on suspicion of rum-running.  On almost the last page Bartlett

mentions Dr Wilfred Grenfell.  He doesn’t say he ever actually met

him, but he does say “that Labrador can never hope to repay the debt

it owes this great man.”  The next book, by Earl Pilgrim, gives some

detail on Grenfell’s work in Labrador.

All three books are quite interesting reading, and help to show

Newfoundland’s part in history even then.  We had closer ties to

Boston and New York than we do now.  In my mind the books would

be greatly improved by the addition of some good maps showing all

the places mentioned.  Also maybe an appendix with a timeline giving

the dates in order of all his exploits.

Earl Pilgrim has very movingly evoked some of Grenfell’s

experiences in his Labrador Mission  in The Day Grenfell Cried.  I

don’t know how much the International Grenfell Association is still

involved in providing health care for Newfoundland and Labrador;

but during our years on the Labrador coast 1967-70 they were pretty

much the only show in town.  Our first child, Bill, was born in the

Grenfell hospital in St Anthony.  This book concentrates more on the

fishermen’s co-operatives Grenfell started, and the actions taken by

the St John’s fish merchants to get rid of what they saw as

competition for their Labrador enterprises.  Grenfell was initially

appalled by the state of people living in Labrador or travelling up for

the fishing season.  He did feel that the way the fish merchants treated

them was morally responsible for their bad living conditions.  This

was why he encouraged and facilitated establishing the co-operatives;

but it did bring down the wrath of the fish merchants on him.  They

had a great deal of influence on government, and they managed to

instigate a Commission of Enquiry aimed at proving the co-operatives

were unfair competition and unfairly subsidised by American money.

Grenfell was a good lecturer, and raised a lot of American interest in

helping the poor oppressed people of Labrador.  My mother heard

him speak when she was in school, sometime around 1930.  In the

end, of course, everyone had to acknowledge that Grenfell and the

IGA had done nothing but good for the people of Newfoundland and

Labrador.  As usual, Mr. Pilgrim’s book helps us to really picture

some of Newfoundland’s fascinating past.

Charlie Baker George is the story of the crash of plane 000CBG in

central Newfoundland in 1946, just after the war.  Things were more

primitive then; lots of new aviation technology, but no access by road

to much of the interior of the Island.  Apparently the plane’s pilot had

taken an unusual approach to Gander airport and the weather was not

good.  When the plane came down the authorities had considerable

difficulty in finding the location of the wreck, which was in wild

country, far from any settlement.  Eighteen of the forty-four aboard

survived, a stewardess the only crew member among them.  Several

were badly injured, and there were neither resources nor expertise to

get the group back to civilization.  Two hunters who were the first on

the scene provided some help, but moving the group was too big a

job.  Even when the professionals arrived, it took them five days to

get everyone out.  Because of the isolated location and rough country,

a helicopter was the only way to get the seriously injured victims to

safety.  At that time there had never been a helicopter in

Newfoundland; the nearest available were in North Carolina.  A

superhuman effort was made and two helicopters were disassembled,

loaded into a C-54, flown to Gander and reassembled - all within

twenty-four hours.  Rescue crews still had to construct two helicopter

landing pads near the crash site

and the entire rescue took five

days.  Easy, but fascinating,

reading.  For Earl Pilgrim’s

many fans, something like

Jump, Ranger, Jump.

ENJOY A GOOD READ

AND DON’T FORGET TO

SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS.

WITHOUT THEM THE
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