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MURAL BY GRAPHIC ARTIST

RICK BERRY

THE MURAL DEPICTED HERE HAS BEEN CREATED by a local artist, Rick Berry, a resident of York Harbour.  Mr Berry
used a full 8ft x 4ft sheet of plywood for his monochrome work showing the York Harbour Copper Mine about

1895.  Based on an illustration from that period, the mural will go on display this coming summer at the entrance to the
Copper Mine Cape Hiking Trail currently under construction at the old mine site near York Harbour.

The Trail is scheduled to be completed in time for the 2009 tourist

season, and will connect with the International Appalachian Trail. This

trail extends along the Appalachian Mountain System which stretches

the entire length of the eastern seaboard of North America, from

Georgia in the southern USA to Maine, into Maritime Canada, into the

West Coast of Newfoundland, through Gros Morne National Park,

across the Straits of Belle Isle and finally northwards through the

Torngat Mountains National Park to Cape Chidley, Labrador.

About 1921 it was suggested that a trail could be made over the

whole distance of the Appalachian System from Georgia to Maine, and

now,  more than fifty years later, it links the series of State and

National Parks along its route and comprises some of the most

beautiful scenery in those states through which it passes.  The

Canadian section is much more recent but has been under development

for many years now.  The Newfoundland & Labrador section is still

being developed, but the work is progressing.  Our Copper Mine Cape

Hiking Trail will link with the International Appalachian Trail, which

could potentially run from Georgia to Cape Chidley, Labrador.  With

more than 3,000 kilometres or trail already existing in the USA, and

parts of about 1,500 more kilometres under construction in Canada, the

I.A.T. is already one of the longest and most varied scenic experiences

in all of North America.

Along its route the International Appalachian Trail presents some

of the most beautiful vistas imaginable, some of the most unusual

geological features (like the Blow-Me-Down Mountain / Lewis Hills

 region) and many interesting historical and cultural sites of which the

York Harbour Copper Mine is one.

Industrial archaeology, the study of early industrial processes, is

a subject of great interest to many these days as we look back at how

our ancestors began to make their living out of the natural resources

they discovered.  In this Province a good example of this kind of

exhibit may be found at Grand Falls-Windsor where a good exhibit

of a woods camp of a hundred years ago has been reconstructed, with

displays of old hand tools and equipment.  Closer to home, at

Wiltondale in Bonne Bay, there is a reconstructed village with houses,

barns, workshops and even a school building.  We have enjoyed visits

to both these “museums’.  Perhaps a good project for our area might

be to reconstruct some of the old York Harbour Copper Mine.

Visitors and local people alike would enjoy spending a couple of

hours learning about how the ore was mined and transported away in

their grandfathers’ day.  And the story of the Mine itself, with the

disastrous explosion and the attack by the French navy which

occurred there over a hundred years ago, is a fascinating chapter in

the history of the Outer Bay of Islands.

With an energetic group such as the Outer Bay of Islands

Enhancement Committee now at work and achieving great things, and

the newly formed Trails Committee also getting organised, there is no

limit to the projects and improvements that could be effected.  Both

of these will bring many benefits to our communities.    [See p.5]
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Items in Italics relate to activities at St James Church.

HE = Holy Eucharist; MP = Morning Prayer; EP = Evening Prayer

2009                                  MARCH                                   2009

  7 Sat 12 noon - St Ambrose Annual Skidoo Runth

  8 Sun 11:00 am - Lent 2, HEth

11 Wed 7:00 pm - Lent Weeknight Service, HEth

16 Mon Library closed - St Patrick’s Day Holidayth

15 Sun 7:00 pm - Lent 3, Baptism & HEth

18 Wed 7:00 pm - Lent Weeknight Service, EPth

22 Sun 7:00 pm - Lent 4, Install’n of ACW members & HE
nd

25 Wed 7:00 pm - Lent Weeknight Serv, Reaffirm Baptismth

29 Sun 7:00 pm - Lent 5, Evening Prayerth

31 Tues Last day for Lark Harbour tax discountst

2009                                    APRIL                                    2009

  1 Wed 7:00 pm - Lent Weeknight Service, EPst

  5 Sun 11:00 am - Sunday of the Passion, HE th

  8 Wed 7:00 pm - Lent Weeknight Serviceth

  9 Thur 7:00 pm - Maundy Thursday Liturgy th

10 Fri 11:00 am - Good Friday Liturgyth

12 Sun Easter Day - 7:00 am, Sunrise Service & Breakfastth

    7:00 pm, Holy Eucharist

14 Tues Blood Donor Clinic at Lark Harbour  (Details later)th

19 Sun 7:00 pm - 2  of Easter, Evening Prayerth nd

22 Wed Earth Daynd

26 Sun 7:00 pm - 3  of Easter, Service led by Youthth rd

30 Thur Last day to submit 2008 Income Tax Returns th

2009                                     MAY                                      2009

10  Sun Mothers’ Dayth

18  Mon Victoria Dayth

22  Fri School Graduationnd

2009                          ADVANCE DATES                        2009

15th-18th May - Cursillo Weekend. Deadline 18  Aprilth

Sunday 21  June - Fathers’ Dayst

Wednesday 1  July - Canada Dayst

Sunday 2  August - Cemetery Memorial Service, 2:00pmnd

Monday 7  September - Labour Dayth

Monday 12  October - Thanksgiving Day Holidayth

Wednesday 11  November - Remembrance Dayth

Sunday 22  November - Bishop’s Parish Visitnd

Thanks to our Sponsors for their support of The BLOW·ME·DOWNER. 

Anglican Parish of Bay of Islands Lark Harbour  -

Byrne’s Store York Harbour p 5

Fillatre Memorials Corner Brook p 4

   Quik Lube Plus, 65 Humber Road Corner Brook p 6

Sheppard’s Clover Farm Store Lark Harbour p 5

During the past year and a half  The BLOW ·ME·DOW NER  has sadly lost

three valued sponsors due to closing of their businesses.  Those

businesses contributed regularly to our costs which presently total from

$50 to $60 for each issue.  These costs are incurred mostly at the two

Post Offices for bulk distribution, with paper being the next largest

expense.  Consequently we have had to increase the contributions from

our remaining sponsors, who have generously co-operated.

They are listed above: please support them with your business. 

The BLOW ·M E·DOW NER  is distributed free of charge to each  

Canada Post mailbox in Lark Harbour and York Harbour

before or on the first Friday of each month.

Next BLOW ·ME·DOWNER: Issue 37 . . Friday 3  Apr 2009rd

Copy Deadline . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Friday 27  Mar 2009th

For $1.00 we will mail a single copy anywhere in Canada.

You may now choose to receive your BLOW ·M E·DOW NER     

   free by email.  Send an email (with the word SUBSCRIBE    

in the subject line)   to the email address below, and each   

        issue, in PDF format, will then be sent, free of charge           

to you or your friends anywhere in the world.

blowmedowner@gmail.com

MESSAGE FROM OUR  RECTOR

      —      Rev  Nellie  Thomas      —     

 ANGLICAN  PARISH  OF  THE  BAY  OF  ISLANDS

WHAT TO GIVE UP FOR LENT
by Rev. Craig Gates, Jackson, MS

GIVE UP grumbling! Instead, “In everything give thanks.”

Constructive criticism is OK, but “moaning, groaning, and

complaining” are not Christian disciplines.

GIVE UP 10 to 15 minutes in bed!  Instead, use that time in prayer,

Bible study and personal devotion.

GIVE UP looking at other people’s worst points. Instead concentrate

on their best points.  We all have faults.  It is a lot easier to have

people overlook our shortcomings when we overlook theirs first.

GIVE UP speaking unkindly.  Instead, let your speech be generous

and understanding.  It costs so little to say something kind and

uplifting.  Why not check that sharp tongue at the door?

GIVE UP your hatred of anyone or anything!  Instead, learn the

discipline of love.   “Love covers a multitude of sins.”

GIVE UP your worries and anxieties! Instead, trust God with them.

Anxiety is spending emotional energy on something we can do

nothing about: like tomorrow!  Live today and let God’s grace be

sufficient.

GIVE UP TV one evening a week! Instead, visit some lonely or sick

person.  There are those who are isolated by illness or age.  Why

isolate yourself in front of the “tube”?  Give someone a precious gift:

your time!

GIVE UP buying anything but essentials for yourself!  Instead, give

the money to God.  The money you would spend on the luxuries could

help someone meet basic needs.  We are called to be stewards of

God's riches, not consumers.

GIVE UP judging by appearances and by the standard of the world!

Instead, learn to give up yourself to God.  There is only one who has

the right to judge, Jesus Christ.

Ash Wednesday is the first day of the penitential season of Lent.

Christians all over the world come together to worship.  The Ash

Wednesday liturgy includes the placing of ashes on the forehead in

the shape of the cross as a sign of penitence.

Lent is a season of the church where many people take up or give up

something.  As we begin our Lenten pilgrimage, let us take up

something, let us take up prayer.  Prayer is a wonderful tool for us to

take up each day during Lent.  If you don’t know what to do or say,

just find yourself a quiet spot in a bright lit room in your home, with

soft gospel music playing.  Plan each day when you are going to pray

and set aside 15 minutes.  You could have some Christian symbols

visible.  For instance you could have a small table with a cloth on it

and a candle, cross, Bible (or anything of your choosing).  Think

about all the things in the world that need praying for (peace, unity,

love, etc).  Think about all people who are sick (maybe make a list)

in their homes, hospitals or institutions.  And finally pray for your

own family members and end with the Lord’s Prayer.  May God bless

us all during this Lenten Season.

— Rev Nellie Thomas

Special announcement from the

OUTER BAY OF ISLANDS
ENHANCEMENT COMMITTEE

We are presently seeking donations, monetary or otherwise, to

assist in the development of hiking trails in the Lark Harbour/

York Harbour area.  Any contribution would be greatly

appreciated.  If your donation is other than monetary,

we will use the item(s) as prize(s) in a fundraising bingo.

     THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT.

For further information contact either of the following:

Allan Sheppard (Chair)     John Parsons (Secretary)

            681-2906                           681-2214           
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Deidre’s Column

A SAD SIGN OF THE TIMES

THIS SCHOOL YEAR I CAN’T HELP BUT NOTICE a few changes around

my school, some subtle and some not so subtle.  The first was a

small sign posted on the door of the main entrance: “All visitors please

report to the main office before entering the building”.  The second

thing I noticed was that all entrances except the main entrance were

locked throughout the day.  This meant that my friends and I had to

take the long way around instead of using the entrance we were

accustomed to.  Upon questioning our school administrators, I learned

that the doors were locked in order to stop any unwelcome visitors

from entering the school without the knowledge of the principal.  This

was done in order to ensure student safety.  However by far the most

noticeable change came a few month later when we began to practice

lock-down procedures.

You may have heard on the news that schools throughout

Newfoundland and Labrador have been practicing lock-down

procedures.  Periodically, the voice of the principal will come over the

PA system and tell all students to clear the hallways immediately.

Students are ushered into the nearest classroom, doors are locked,

desks are pushed against the door, the lights are turned off and students

sit huddled with their teacher on the floor in a far corner of the room.

Even though we know this is a drill there’s still an unreal feeling and

an eerie atmosphere as we sit there and wait.  There are a few nervous

giggles and an occasional display of bravado as we sit and wait.  When

someone tries to open the door we wonder: “What if?” “What if it’s not

the principal checking to see if we’re doing as we’ve been told?  What

if it really is an armed intruder with a grudge against one of the

teachers or students?”  I can’t help but wonder, Could it really happen

here?

When it comes right down to it, there’s no trouble to find examples

to support the increased need for school security.  For instance on

January 23 , 2009, a small town in Belgium was shocked when a manrd

walked into a day care centre and stabbed two children and a day care

worker to death and sent 12 others to hospital.  It was later discovered

that the man had a history of mental illness but was not considered an

immediate danger to the public.  After the slayings he simply got on his

bicycle, rode away and was later arrested at a nearby supermarket.

What could possibly possess someone to murder innocent toddlers?

   Then there was the deadliest massacre in an American high

school on April 20 , 1999, when two students entered Columbine Highth

School in Colorado and killed 12 students and a teacher, and wounded

23 others before committing suicide.  Also in the United States and

more recently was the 2007 Virginia Tech massacre in which 32

people were killed at this post secondary campus by a fellow student

who also committed suicide.  This was the single deadliest incident by

a lone gunman in United States history, on or off a school campus.

If we move closer to home there are also examples of school

shootings.  For instance, the 1989 massacre at École Polytechnique in

Montréal when 14 people were killed and 14 others wounded before

the 25-year-old gunman shot himself.  In his suicide note he blamed

feminists for ruining his life, but this doesn’t go far in explaining why

anyone would single out female engineering students  and target them

in such a random act of violence.  Or the more recent 2006 Dawson

College shootings, also in Montréal, where one victim died at the scene

while another 19 were injured, eight of whom were listed in critical

condition with six requiring surgery.  These few examples make it

clear that whether it’s toddlers in a day care centre, or young adults in

a university setting, schools have become the sites for deadly acts of

violence throughout the world and even in Canada.  Is it any wonder

then why our own schools in this province have to take more

precautions to ensure student safety?  Newfoundland and Labrador is

not immune to this problem.  It is becoming more commonplace to

hear about bullying, vandalism, assaults and bomb threats within our

school system.  Some schools have increased security by installing

surveillance cameras while at others visitors have to press a buzzer

before being permitted entry into school buildings.  Before long, who

knows, we may have to walk through metal detectors or be searched

before being allowed into our schools.

To conclude, it’s easy to see why it has become necessary to post

signs.  As a student I am saddened by the fact that schools are not

always safe and that a student would harm another student.  Some

things that happen are beyond our control and no matter how diligent

our schools are in their efforts to protect us, we must be aware that

acts of violence are going to occur.  We can only hope that lessons

have been learned from these tragedies and that the measures put in

place will be enough to prevent them from happening here.  So in

addition to thinking about Math, English and Geography, that voice

over the PA system also gets me thinking, “Could it happen here?”

Most definitely, but let’s hope that it never does. -Deidre Wheeler

Deidre Wheeler attends St James All-Grade School

where she is a senior high school student.

FOOD  BANK  NOTES
by

Susan Harvey

WEATHER STILL NOT HELPFUL

SEEM S AS IF THE FOOD BANK COLLECTIONS are still coming in fairly

steadily.  Congregations are up a little also; but the weather has

not noticeably improved.  Dare we hope that by next month

EVERYTHING will be better?  Everything is easier when it isn’t so

cold and stormy. 

Results of the Christmas Food Drive are now available.  Better than

2007, except not as many turkeys (495 in 2007, 294 in 2008).  Both

years more than $57,000 worth of food and more than $20.000 in

cash was collected.  This included gifts in kind and door collections

at many local events.  Sponsors included Rod’s New To You / More

For Less / CBC Radio (Turkey drive); CFCB (Twelve Days of

Giving); Tim Horton (Brown Paper Bag Holiday Food Drive); Santa

Claus parade; RNC (collections in elementary schools); Millbrook

Mall (“Kung Fu Panda” movie); City of Corner Brook (Tree lighting

ceremony); Sobeys (Bag Campaign); Valley Mall (donated use of

collection site); Western Star (published notices).  Our co-ordinator

has calculated it took 170 volunteer hours to sort, count, box and

distribute the food once it reached the collection centre.

 Since Christmas Coleman’s Stores have hosted two events: one when

they opened the new grocery store; and the furniture store gave 1%

off the price of any purchase for each food item brought in up to 25%

maximum.  Oceanex, Clarke Transport and Midland Transport often

give batches of assorted food products.  Valerie Hounsell of The Next

Step donates the proceeds of lunches she prepares once a month.

And, of course, there are all us regular folks who try to remember to

bring our food items to church each week.

All the food is distributed to two outlets: Salvation Army in the old

Home Hardware building; Holy Redeemer, in behind Sacred Heart

School in Curling; in the ratio of approximately 2 to 1.  Holy

Redeemer always did distribute more food when they were located

near the old Regina High School, but may be less convenient since

2005 when they moved to Curling.  Our donations usually go to

Curling, but occasionally to the Salvation Army.  Between them they

helped 620 families in 2008, a few of them as many as five times

during the year.  Only 68 families were listed as having any

employment; most were on Social Assistance, EI, pensions, or — a

few — on student loans.  Only 5% had no income at all.  Each month

an average of seven new families ask for help.  These numbers are

roughly the same as in 2006 and 2007.

Suggested food items for March:

  1 flour, bread and roll mix, YEASTst

  8 canned milkth

15 sandwich makers (tuna, flakes of ham, turkey etc);th

luncheon meat

22 beansnd

29 jam, peanut butter, cheese spreadth

These are suggestions.  Use your own judgment as to what would be

welcome, and what you have in your cupboard.  Thank you so much

for caring.  Remember, Jesus said that when we feed the hungry we

are doing it for him.
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OBITUARY

BRUCE WAYNE LIDSTONE
15 November 1972 - 28 January 2009

IT WAS WITH GREAT SADNESS that the family of Bruce Wayne

Lidstone announced his sudden passing at the age of 36 years as the

result of a motor vehicle accident in Alberta on W ednesday 28 th

January 2009.  Suzette Cree, Bruce’s fiancée, also passed away a few

hours later as a result of the same accident.

Bruce leaves to mourn with fond and loving memories his son,

Brandon Dawe of Ontario; parents Wayne and Shirley Lidstone of Fort

McMurray; brother Chadwick (Nicole) of Fort McMurray;

grandmothers Marjorie Sheppard and Vera Lidstone, both of Lark

Harbour; as well as many aunts, uncles, other relatives and friends.

Bruce was predeceased by his grandfathers, Ralph Lidstone and

William Sheppard.  Visitation took place from the family residence at

56 Little Port Road, Lark Harbour, on 2  and 3  February.nd rd

A Service of Thanksgiving and Celebration for Bruce’s Life,

attended by a large number of people, was held at St James Church,

Lark Harbour, on 4  February at 2:00pm, conducted by the Rector,th

Rev Nellie Thomas.  A tribute was spoken by Lori Sheppard; scripture

readings were by Marion Lidstone, Ruth Smith, Norma LeDrew and

Lori Park-Bennett; a solo, Where the Roses Never Fade, was sung by

Lisa Childs; and the funeral homily was delivered by Rev Nellie

Thomas. Pall Bearers were Brad Hynes, Brad Wheeler, Justin

Lidstone, Coady Sheppard, Bobby Pottle and Dion Sheppard.

Interment followed at Lark Harbour Cemetery.

As expressions of sympathy, flowers were graciously accepted, or

donations in memory of Bruce could be made to Daffodil Place. 

The family thanks everyone for their words of sympathy and

support and many acts of kindness.  We offer Bruce’s family and

friends our sincere condolences at this sad time.

OBAMA’S  VISIT  TO  OTTAWA

ON THURSDAY 19  FEBRUARY 2009 the 44  President of the UnitedTH th

States, Barack Hussein Obama, made his first visit to another

country since his inauguration.  For this history-making visit he chose

Canada, spending a few hours here with some of our national leaders.

In a few short weeks we have witnessed a world-wide change in

attitudes towards the United States.  The Bush administration ended on

a low-key, maybe even a negative note, with the world holding its

breath for the new President to take over.  Barack Obama has a huge

and, by the standards of most people, a daunting task ahead of him.

Asked by a national CBC reporter why he had come out to see

Obama, one man said, “Because he will make the world right”. 

Listening to such comments made by people who assembled on

Parliament Hill on that Thursday, one is left to wonder if one man will

be able to live up to the expectations so many have of him.  Indeed,

such responses might be described as “Messianic”, reminiscent of the

crowds lining the streets on that Palm Sunday two thousand years ago

when Jesus rode into Jerusalem shortly before his crucifixion.

Now, I am not suggesting any correlation between Obama and

Jesus, but crowds are known to be fickle, just as they were then in

Jerusalem, and one has to be aware of the difficulties and obstacles

faced by the new administration.  Among these are (1) the world

economy; (2) global warming; (3) racial and political unrest in many

parts of the world . . . the list goes on.  But at least Obama is showing

much more open and constructive ideas on how to approach these

problems, an openness also seen in his approach to Canada.  If he fails

in too many of these things — and some failure is inevitable — then

disillusionment may well set in, and the USA may once more be

relegated to the stature it had under George W Bush — the world’s

bully.  So far we have seen almost nothing of Obama’s action, but quite

a lot of his words, which seem promising, but the proof of the pudding

will be in the action.

As far as Canada is concerned, Obama seems to be positive.

Having a brother-in-law in Hamilton, no doubt helps.  But at the same

time the two houses, Congress and the Senate, with ideas somewhat at

variance to the President’s over issues such as the “Buy American”

policy, may prove to be very hard for him to overcome.  Certainly

Canada’s recovery from the Recession will depend heavily on Obama’s

ability to prevent the strong protectionist lobby from having too much

influence.  Only time will tell.  Several months or even years may

elapse before we see light at the end of the tunnel.  In any case, we

must cut him some slack so that he has a chance. 

TOWN OF

LARK HARBOUR

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING - 17  FEBRUARY 2009TH

Present: Mayor, Paul Keetch; Councillors, Sheila Jones, John Parsons

& Jamie Park.    Absent: Councillor Carol Rice.

! Meeting commenced at 7:00 pm.  Minutes of January meeting

adopted as circulated.

! Oath of office for new Councillor Jamie Park administered.

! Water Proposal update - Approved: Quote submitted by Anderson

Engineering in amount of $41,450 on a 90/10 cost sharing basis

with Province, to conduct a review of the original water and sewer

study of 1993, including a quantity and quality analysis of the

planned water source and a survey of existing sewage disposal

systems in the town.

! Letter to be sent to Anderson Engineering requesting they proceed

with an engineering design and preparation of the

engineering/client agreement if the project is approved by

Government.  Letter to be sent to Minister Diane Whelan

regarding decision to employ Anderson Engineering for the design

of the proposed water system.  Clerk will contact Mr Dan Hynes,

Regional Manager, regarding this decision.

! Trail Committee - Letter received regarding that Committee’s

agreement to work with the Outer Bay of Islands Enhancement

Committee for the walking trail and construction of an ATV trail

alongside.  Motion approved tor application to Crown Lands for

upgrading of trail from Little Port to Cedar Cove and also to the

existing Lark Harbour Trail.

! Newsletter - Council decided to use The BLOW·ME·DOWNER to

circulate its news instead of publishing its own newsletter and to

provide a support payment.

! Application to Crown Land for agriculture lease was denied

unless applicant can show that such a lease would not interfere

with hiking and ATV trails.

! Request regarding removing of hydro pole from present location

on Lot J to the property boundary was denied. 

! Financial Report approved as presented, along with accounts

payable of $4,139.97.  Write-offs in totalling $669.04 also

approved.

! Building Permit Request from K & B Gilbert was discussed and

denied due to letter received from Dept of Transportation

regarding instability of the land and advising Council to place a

moratorium on issuance of further permits in that land area.  Clerk

directed to send explanatory letters and a copy of Government’s

position to all owners of property in that identified land area.

! Joint Meeting re Fire Dept agreed for 3 March 2009 at Lark

Harbour.

! Mayor will check prices for a photocopier for next meeting.

! Councillor John will do repairs on garbage box behind Town

Office.

! Non-functioning water cooler will be put out for spring cleanup

unless someone is interested to take it.

! Council approved travel of clerks to Deer Lake for computer

training.

! Councillor Jamie agreed to check blocked toilet upstairs.  If

necessary Council will have someone repair it.

! Chief Electoral Office re memo of understanding - Council

authorised Clerks to receive the Elections List.

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm.
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FOR OUR POLITICAL JUNKIES

THE FOLLOWING FIGURES WERE RELEASED  recently by Harris/Decima

Polls.  Canadians were asked questions about their impressions of

the Federal party leaders in a national telephone survey of about 1,000

individuals between 5  and 8  February 2009.  Only Ontario andth th

Quebec respondents were calculated separately, although all provinces

were included in the Poll in the “National” column.

Overall results were : 

PARTY  APPROVAL  PERCENT

National    Ontario     Quebec

Conservatives   33     37   16

Liberals   31       37   27

NDP   15   16   10

Greens   10     9     4

BQ   10     0   41

Others     1     1     2

TOTAL 100 100 100

  Margin of error is 3.1%, 19 times out of 20.

Harris/Decima Senior Vice-President Jeff Walker commented :

In the last federal election, the Conservatives had a major advantage

over the Liberals on the question of leadership, but these numbers

suggest this tide may be turning.

Mr Ignatieff enjoys consistent favourability from coast to coast, and

across key demographics such as age and gender, as well as among

NDP and Conservative voters, which will be key to him making gains

in voter intention.

For Mr Harper, the good news rests in the fact that his overall

popularity doesn’t seem to have suffered in light of the Parliamentary

crisis or the struggling economy—the difficulty he faces is that his

popularity is deeply rooted in his conservative base, but is quite weak

outside of that base.

Mr Layton seems to have taken the biggest favourability hit in recent

months, likely due to the negative opinion most Canadians had over the

coalition, as well as his decision to oppose a budget most Canadians

wanted to see passed.  He arguably has the most significant challenge

of all the leaders in engaging Canadians and bringing more into the

NDP fold.

BROTHERLY  MANNERS

A boy and his sister were invited to a young friend’s birthday party.

The candles were blown out and the cake was cut and passed round on

a plate.  When it reached the boy, there were several pieces of cake

still there, but one was noticeably bigger than the others.  The boy

helped himself to the big one, leaving only several small pieces, passed

the plate to his sister, and began eating his cake.  His sister took one of

the small pieces that were left, then leaned towards her brother and

whispered with a sanctimonious frown, “If I had been in your place, I

would have taken one of the small pieces and left the big one.”  “So

what are you complaining about?” said her brother.  “You got one of

the small pieces, didn’t you?”

BYRNE’S STORE
Main Street, York Harbour  - Phone 681-2040

   FULL SERVICE GAS & DIESEL

Groceries, Confectionery & Beer, Hardware, Loto

A GREAT SELECTION OF LOCAL SOUVENIRS

The BLOW·ME·DOWNER in Colour
While the print comes out clear and good in the paper copies of  The

BLO W ·ME·DOW NER , pictures often do not reproduce well.  For the

“hard copies”, black and white pictures are the best that can be done,

because to print colour pictures in that quantity would be very costly.

However, there is a way for you to obtain good colour copies.

Each month nearly 50 copies are sent out by email.  The pictures

in those copies are in full colour, with all the brightness of the

originals.  If you have Internet access and would like to receive an

email copy (no charge at all) email to blowmedowner@gmail.com

with “SUBSCRIBE” in the subject line and you will be added to the list

for next month.  You will still get your paper copy at the Post Office.

COPPER MINE CAPE HIKING TRAIL
Update from John Parsons, Secretary of the Committee

THE FIRST PHASE of the Copper Mine Cape Hiking Trail finished

February 14, 2009.  The workers have finished the picnic tables

and benches and Rick Berry, a graphic artist who was working on the

trail, has completed a mural to be installed in early spring at the

opening to the mine shaft.  Rick used a picture of the early mine site

to do the mural (See page 1).  At our last Committee meeting, a new

logo depicting Weeball was accepted for use on our projects and is

being developed at the Western Appalachian Trail office.

Service Canada has approved an additional six weeks of funding

for Trail/parking area completion.  We plan to start as early as

possible in the spring.

To help with costs not covered by our funding partners, the

Committee plans to host a super bingo fundraiser, for which  members

are currently soliciting prizes (See page 2).  The date will be made

public as soon as it has been set. 

The Committee members are extremely pleased with progress to

date and look forward to a time in the not-too-distant future when the

trail is fully completed.  It is our hope that it will become a popular

hiking destination for hikers from around the world.

  SHEPPARD’S  CLOVER  FARM  STORE
! ! !  CHECK OUR PRICES  ! ! !

Gasoline  Groceries  Hardware  Lotto  Beer  Liquor
Propane Exchange Program - Sears Catalogue Agent

 DISTRIBUTOR OF PRODUCTS

from    MERCER’S MARINE 

BE CAREFUL WHERE YOU STEP!

Once upon a time in a small town there were three clergymen.  One

was Roman Catholic, another was Salvation Army, and the third was

Anglican.  They were good friends and it was their habit from time to

time to spend a day fishing on the river together.

Then one day that spring the Anglican minister left town and was

replaced by another man.  Wishing to include the new man in their

group, on their next day off, a fine sunny day but a bit chilly, the

Catholic priest and the Salvation Army minister invited the new

Anglican to join them for fishing .  He accepted, and the three set off

in a small rowboat to their favourite spot not too far down river.

Shortly before lunch the Catholic priest said he had remembered

an important phone call he should make, so he stood up, stepped over

the side of the boat, and walked across the water to the shore.  Half an

hour later he returned and continued fishing.

An hour or so later, the Salvation Army minister said he had

forgotten something, and he’d be back shortly.  He too set off walking

across the water, returning a few minutes later.

The new Anglican minister, fresh from Toronto, had not realised

how cold it could be on the river even on a fine spring day so, feeling

the chill, he said he would fetch an extra sweater and be back in a

jiffy.  Following the example of the other two, he stepped over the

side of the boat and immediately sank up to his chin in the river.

Before the others could do anything, their colleague was drifting

down river, but luckily he was seen and hauled out of the water by

another angler nearby.

“Oh my goodness!” exclaimed the Catholic priest to his Salvation

Army colleague as they both watched their new friend being hauled

dripping from the cold river, “We forgot to show him where the

stepping stones are!” 

Many of us have had our children leave home and go away to work

or college, and sometimes they become so involved in their new lives

that they seem to forget to keep in touch with the old folks at home.

This happened with a family whose son got so caught up in his new

independence that his parents did not hear from him for quite some

time.  Unable to catch him any time they phoned, his parents sent him

an email note.

“We really enjoyed the last time we spoke to you,” said the note.

“But of course we were younger and more impressionable then.

Love, Mom and Dad.”

mailto:blowmedowner@gmail.com
mailto:blowmedowner@gmail.com
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Call 681-2256 or FAX 681-2229 or email   blowmedowner@gmail.com   with important dates to be listed in the Community Calendar.

No charge for Personals and short Public Service Announcements. Arrange for your up-along family and friends to receive an email copy.

LIBRARY NOTES
by

Susan Harvey

MORE NEW BOOKS IN OUR LIBRARY
ROTATING COLLECTION LEAVING

IF YOU ARE QUICK, THERE ARE TWO M ORE BOOKS you might still catch

in the rotating collection which will be leaving us this week.  (Of

course, it is being replaced by another new collection..)  The first is

The Sign of the Book: A Cliff Janeway Bookman Novel by John

Dunning.  This is a fascinating story of a Colorado murder with many

interesting complications and several surprise twists.  The main

character, Cliff Janeway, is an ex-cop turned bookseller in Denver.

His girlfriend is a brilliant criminal lawyer who is engaged to defend

an old friend who is accused of murdering her husband in an isolated

snowbound small town in the Rockies.  Cliff basically acts like a cop -

without either the authority or the limitations of a working policeman -

but his knowledge of rare books comes in surprisingly useful.  Some

of the surprise twists are not totally satisfying, but the book is very

readable.

The second possible item in the rotating collection which is leaving is

Long Time Gone by J A Jance.  This is set in Seattle with a policeman

hero, J P Beaumont.  Beau is asked to investigate a fifty-year-old

murder, and in the process encounters several present-day murders.

Quite readable, but somewhat complicated.  Never did figure out how

quite so many people got involved.  Most of the villains were dead by

the end of the book anyway.

Perhaps the first of our own new books to attract the attention is one of

Kathy Reichs’ most recent ones, Bones to Ashes, published 2007.  As

usual it features Dr Temperance Brennan (Bones on TV).  This is one

of those set in Canada; Ms Reichs more or less alternates her venues

from Montreal to North Carolina, in both of which she herself has

worked as a forensic pathologist.  In the present novel the action is

spread from Montreal to Quebec city and all the way to northern New

Brunswick.  Several missing and murdered young girls need to be

found and/or identified; and the bad things which have happened to

them brought home to the villains.  A little bit of history demonstrates

an unsympathetic attitude in the past toward the victims of a terrible

disease.  Some exciting action scenes in which Tempe is deeply

involved, like her supposed counterpart on TV.  It’s strange really that

one can read about such terrible things being done to people, and the

often quite unpleasant processes which must be gone through to try to

clarify the activities and perhaps identify the criminals.  Most of us

would hate to read about such things in real life - or, much worse, to

live through them.

Another popular author, Jonathan Kellerman, is represented by Dr.

Death, published in 2000.  Like his other novels, it is heavily

psychological and rather gruesome.  Dr Alex Delaware is a practising

psychiatrist who sometimes assists the police in figuring out what type

of person would be likely to commit certain crimes.  In this book a

doctor who has helped many terminally ill patients to commit suicide

is himself killed in a particularly gruesome fashion.  His murder and

several others may have been committed by the same person or by two

or more different psychopathic types.  Dr Delaware interviews

everyone and finally eliminates some of the more likely suspects.  It

takes a long time and there is a LOT of blood.  Unlike the usual

whodunit where the reader can to some extent understand the reasons

for the murder when all is explained, there is really NO understanding

or sympathising with the psychopathic serial killer.  You have to

wonder whether Mr. Kellerman, who has written so many of this type

of novel, has much in common with his wife, Faye Kellerman.  Her

novels are presented in a more standard mystery format; gentler and

much less blood.  They contain many strongly Jewish characters and

a fair bit of information on Jewish religious practices.  Her main

character is Rina Lazarus, the widow of a rabbi, and re-married to a

policeman whose Jewish roots only gradually become more meaningful

to him.

Another book, with a less professional heroine is The One That Got

Away by Naomi Rand.  The main character is Emma Price, a mother

and almost an ex-wife.  The plot is rather far-fetched, including the fact

that the first murder is of her son’s baby-sitter, and Emma is the one

that has to identify her from pictures in the paper.   Before her

marriage she had had some experience doing some investigation for

a criminal lawyer, but has been out of it for years.  She jumps right in,

though, and helps the police detective solve the case.  She does have

a couple of frightening instances of threats to herself and her son; but

in the end she seemed to decide it was all good therapy to help her get

past her marital problem.

There are some more new books in the Newfoundland Collection,

including the following, to be reviewed at a future date:

The Log of Bob Bartlett by Captain Robert A Bartlett - Second of

a trilogy telling of Captain Bartlett’s exploits.  We have the third

volume also, Sails over Ice.  The first, The Last Voyage of the Karluk,

we don’t have; it can be borrowed through Interlibrary Loan.  There

are at least two other accounts of the Karluk by other people in our

collection.

Charlie Baker George by Frank F. Tibbo - An account of what was

in 1946 the biggest civilian air disaster yet known.  A Sabena Airlines

DC4 crashed near Gander, and great heroism was shown in a tragic

situation.  Mr. Tibbo writes with some authority, as much of his

working life was spent as an Air Traffic Controller at Gander airport.

1892 by Paul Butler - We have a number of Mr. Butler’s books, all

re-telling old Newfoundland stories and legends.  This one is set in

St John’s and has a love interest, as well as some interesting historical

insights.

ANNUAL ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION

POSTER & ESSAY CONTEST

WINNERS AT ST JAMES SCHOOL

Each year the Royal Canadian Legion runs contests in the schools.

Students may enter Posters, Poems and Essays in various levels.

Good prizes are offered and the local winners’ entries are then sent

on to Provincial and National Contests.  The contest has always been

popular with St James School students, and the list of Winners shows

that they are also very successful.

1  Place Senior Colour Poster Mallory MacDonaldst

1  Place Senior B&W Poster Megan Childsst

2  Place Senior B&W Poster Cody Sheppardnd

1  Place Intermediate B&W Poster Robyn Sheppardst

1  Place Junior Colour Poster Joanna Sheppardst

2  Place Junior Colour Poster Jonah Sheppardnd

3  Place Junior Colour Poster Kurt Sheppardrd

1  Place Junior B&W Poster Kennedy Sheppardst

2  Place Junior B&W Poster Nathan Sheppardnd

3  Place Junior B&W Poster Courtney Pennellrd

2  Place Primary Colour Poster Olivia Perrynd

3  Place Primary Colour Poster Kaylee Pottlerd

1  Place Junior Poem Kennedy Sheppardst

3  Place Junior Poem Adrianna Parkrd

1  Place Senior Essay Deidre Wheelerst

1  Place Junior Essay Kennedy Sheppardst

2  Place Junior Essay Cameron Sheppardnd

Prizes 1  Place - $100 2  Place - $75 3  Place - $50st nd rd

Congratulations to all the Winners

THINK CAREFULLY

BEFORE ANSWERING

During a visit to the mental

asylum, I asked the Director,

“How do you determine

whether or not a patient

should be institutionalized?” 

“Well,” said the Director, “we

fill a bathtub with water.

Then we offer a teaspoon, a

teacup and a bucket to the

patient and ask him or her to

empty the bathtub.” 

“Oh, I understand,” I said. “A

normal person would use the

bucket because it’s bigger than the spoon or the teacup.” 

“No,”  said the Director.  “A normal person would pull the plug.  Do

you want a bed near the window?”
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