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A SHINING NEW PRESIDENT

THE UNITED STATES OF AM ERICA has a new President: Barack

Hussein Obama.  It would be impossible not to know this unless

you lived on another planet, but why all the hoop-la from almost every

corner, country, and continent of this planet?

Certainly Mr Obama is a man with fresh ideas, and he has arrived

on the political scene at a time when a different approach to politics,

especially, but not only, from the USA, is desperately needed.  For the

past eight years (2000-2008) the retiring administration of George W

Bush has adopted some policies which have proved unpopular in many

countries, and that same feeling has gradually spread throughout the

USA itself.  The Bush presidency has ended in a mood of strong

disillusionment, if not of ignominy and complete disaster, being

blamed for many of the world’s current economic problems.  This

situation is largely the result of American policy decisions, or the lack

of them, at a time when strong leadership was needed to fend off many

of the world’s most dangerous political situations and the worst

recession since the Great Depression of the 1930s.

The Great Depression began with the Wall Street crash of 1929,

and the years that followed, with many of the same symptoms

(industrial and financial failures, mortgage foreclosures, high

unemployment, etc) that we are seeing today.  Hoover’s presidency

ended in 1932, Roosevelt’s began; now Bush’s presidency has just

ended, Obama’s is beginning: history is being repeated.

Around the world, “the dirty thirties” gave rise to Oswald Mosley’s

extreme right-wing Union Movement in the UK, and also,

unfortunately, to nationalist and fascist leaders like Hitler in Germany,

Mussolini in Italy, and the military leaders of Imperial Japan.  Not all

these leaders became villains like Hitler, but some had gained their

popularity through promises to cure social problems in their countries

if they became the government.

Hitler, the “ringleader” of this political genre, was then able to

consolidate his popularity in Germany because the programs he

ruthlessly pursued were seen working to the benefit of ordinary

Germans.  Those programs were (1) to stimulate the German industrial

effort to provide jobs for the unemployed in the production of the

military equipment Germany would soon use in Hitler’s effort to

dominate the world; and (2) to blame the Jews as the cause of the

economic troubles which had led to Germany’s earlier decline.

Considering Barack Obama’s origins, his past involvement in

democracy, the statements he made and the attitudes he exhibited

during his campaign for election as President, there is little fear that he

will become anything less than a President in the tradition of the best

holders of that office in American history.  His obvious concerns about

the slaughter in the Middle East, the Bush administration’s illegal

treatment of prisoners in Guantanamo Bay, its failure to support

international law, and numerous other world issues, also lead us to

believe that under Obama’s administration America has the

opportunity to correct past errors and show greater support for fairness

and humanity both inside and outside of its borders, especially

regarding its allies.  The new President has already announced that his

first visit outside of the USA will be to Canada (19  February).th

The immediate concern is that Obama may be unable, even with the

best will in the world, to achieve the improvements he wishes to

introduce.  From every direction, expectations are enormous; and so

are the difficulties faced by anyone trying to remedy these problems.

It can hardly be said that Obama is entering his new office with a good

fiscal balance sheet to enable him to do whatever is necessary.

Instead, he may be faced with reluctance from the American Senate

and House of Representatives to provide enabling funds for his plans.

 COMMUNITY CALENDAR

2009                                FEBRUARY                              2009

  1 Sun Epiphany 4, 11:00 am, Holy Eucharistst

  8 Sun Epiphany 5, 11:00 am, Morning Prayerth

10 Tues St James Church Annual Meeting, 6:00pmth

15 Sun Epiphany 6, 7:00 pm, Holy Eucharistth

18 Wed Bay of Islands Parish Annual Meeting, 6:00pmth

22 Sun Transfiguration, 7:00 pm, Memorial Hymn Singnd

23 Mon Carnival Day [Library closed]rd

25 Wed 7:00 pm, Ash Wednesday Liturgy & Eucharistth

2009                                   MARCH                                 2009

  2 Mon Last day for 2008 RSP contributionsnd

  7 Sat Clocks advanced 1 hour for Daylight Savingth

17 Mon St Patrick’s Day [Library closed]th

20 Fri Northern Hemisphere Spring beginsth

2009                                     APRIL                                   2009

12 Sun Easterth

14 Tues Blood Donor Clinic at Lark Harbour  (Details later)th

22 Wed Earth Daynd

30 Thur Last day to submit 2008 Tax Returns th

2009                          ADVANCE DATES                        2009

Sunday 10  May Mothers’ Dayth

Monday 18  May Victoria Dayth

Friday 22  May School Graduationnd

Sunday 21  June Fathers’ Dayst

Wednesday 1  July Canada Dayst

Thanks to our Sponsors for their support of The BLOW·ME·DOWNER. 

Anglican Parish of Bay of Islands Lark Harbour p 2

Byrne’s Store York Harbour p 3

Fillatre Memorials Corner Brook p 6

   Quik Lube Plus, 65 Humber Road Corner Brook p 3

Sheppard’s Clover Farm Store Lark Harbour p 2

Sheppard’s General Store York Harbour p 5

The BLOW ·M E·DOW NER  is distributed free of charge to each  

Canada Post mailbox in Lark Harbour and York Harbour

before or on the first Friday of each month.

Next BLOW ·ME·DOWNER: Issue 36. . .Friday 6  Mar 2009th

Copy Deadline . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Friday 27  Feb 2009th

For $1.00 we will mail a single copy anywhere in Canada.

You may now choose to receive your BLOW ·M E·DOW NER     

free by email.  Send an email (with the word “SUBSCRIBE”    

in the subject line)   to the email address below, and each 

        issue, in PDF format, will then be sent, free of charge        

to you or your friends anywhere in the world.

blowmedowner@gmail.com

If this occurs, at least in the immediate future, the Obama Presidency

may be doomed to more failures than successes, and today’s shining

optimism felt by many may be tarnished beyond recovery.

We must hope that this man has the determination and

foresightedness to ensure that the difficulties he inevitably faces do

not destroy that shining optimism for a better world.
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Deidre’s Column

KEEPING OUR TECHNOLOGY IN STEP
WITH THE REST OF THE WORLD

                  

IN THE M ODERN DAY , THERE ARE NECESSITIES for the everyday

person.  Cell phones are now considered to be one of these

necessities.  There was a time when people got by without them due to

the new technology being so expensive.  Like the traditional telephone,

cell phones are quickly becoming an item that people no longer want

to do without.  Cell phones are becoming more affordable and are

available to most people.  There are some exceptions however.  In

York Harbour and Lark Harbour it is basically pointless to have a cell

phone, unless you are making constant trips to places where there is

service.  You won’t find service anywhere in walking distance.

Believe me, I’ve tried.  Here are reasons why cell phones have become

our modern day necessities.

1. Lessening Your Worries:  How many times have you been in the

situation of worrying about someone else?  I’m sure you get a

million things flying through your head asking, “Where are they?”,

“Could they be hurt?”, “How long did they say they would be

gone?”, “When should I start looking for them?”.  Imagine never

having to worry again.  If we had service all you would have to do

is pick up the phone, give them a call and talk to the person

yourself.  It just reduces so many unnecessary tensions and makes

you feel the person is safe and secure.

2. Emergency Situations: As we all know, many people in York

Harbour and Lark Harbour are involved in the fishery.  What if

someone is out fishing and runs out of gas or the wind picks up?

Knowing the climate in this area, it is easy to see how this could

put someone in danger.  If we had service this would not be a

problem.  They could simply call the Coastguard Station and get

help.  Many times we are faced with unexpected accidents.

Sometimes it is vital to get help immediately and having a cell

phone handy could be a matter of life or death.  This can apply to

young people who like to go snowmobiling.  A cell phone could

save someone’s life if they got lost or fell through the ice and got

wet.

3. Organisation: Sometimes you find yourself looking up the same

number in the phone book every time you need to reach someone

there.  After learning so many peoples’ phone numbers they are

easy to mix up.  With a cell phone you have an easy way to collect

phone numbers.  Even if you forget who the owners of the numbers

are, a handset with a built-in camera will help remind you what

those people look like.  Cell phones are also equipped with

calendars and reminders to schedule in important dates.

4. Long Distance Calling: Many of us have friends and family who

are now moved away.  We always want to talk to them on the

phone but the long distance calls add up on your phone and

become expensive.  Depending on your calling circle and your

service plan, it can be cheaper to place long distance calls from a

cell phone than from a landline.

5. Various Functions on Cell Phones: A cell phone can be many

things in one.  You can capture video, record words and take

pictures.  You may have seen video or photos on the news that

have been taken by people who have captured accidents or crimes

in progress on their cell phone cameras.  Cell phones can be used

for alarm clocks when you need one.  They can be useful for

checking your e-mail, sport scores, reviewing stock updates, and

more.  They can be used as an ipod/MP3 player and have music at

your fingertips, wherever and whenever you want it.  You can

personalise your cell phone to reflect your personality or mood,

have more variety for ring  tones.  Set different ring tones for each

person (depending if you have caller ID on your cell).  If you don’t

feel like speaking to someone you can send them a quick text

message.

In conclusion, I feel there is a great need to have cell phone service

in York Harbour and Lark Harbour.  You may be thinking we’ve gone

this long without it, but if someone’s life could be saved it would

certainly be worth it.  Ninety percent of households in Japan, South

Korea, and urban China own cell phones, eighty percent in Western

Europe, somewhere between seventy-five and eighty percent of

Americans and sixty percent of Canadians.If more areas in Canada had

servce then the number of Canadians using them would certainly

increase.  Isn’t it time we were able to access technology that many

industrialised countries take for granted? -Deidre Wheeler

Deidre’s parents are Dean and Bonnie Wheeler of York Harbour. 

She attends St James All-Grade School where she is

a senior high school student.

MESSAGE FROM OUR  RECTOR

      —      Rev  Nellie  Thomas      —     

 ANGLICAN  PARISH  OF  THE  BAY  OF  ISLANDS

HISTORY OF ST VALENTINES DAY

HISTORIANS TRACE THE ORIGIN OF VALENTINE 'S DAY  to the ancient

Roman Empire. It is said that in the Rome of ancient times

people observed a holiday on February 14th to honor Juno - the

Queen of Roman gods and goddesses. The Romans also regarded

Juno as the goddess of women and marriage. On the following day,

February 15, began a festival called 'Feast of Lupercalia'. An

interesting custom was followed on the Feast of Lupercalia to bring

together boys and girls who otherwise were strictly separated. On the

eve of the festival names of Roman girls were written on a slip of

paper and placed into jars. Each young man drew out a girl's name

from the jar and was paired with the girl for the duration of

Lupercalia. Sometimes pairing lasted for a year until next year's

celebration. Quite often, the couple would fall in love with each other

and later marry.

The custom lasted for a long time until people felt that the custom

was un-Christian and that mates should be chosen by sight, not luck.

The pairing of boys and girls did set the mood of the Valentine's Day

Festival as we know it today. But it was actually due to the efforts and

daring of a priest named Valentine that the festival got its name and

clearer meaning. The story goes that during the reign of Emperor

Claudius II Rome was involved in several bloody and unpopular

campaigns. Claudius found it tough to get soldiers and felt the reason

men did not join the army was that they did not wish to leave their

wives and families. As a result Claudius cancelled all marriages and

engagements in Rome. A romantic at heart, Valentine defied

Claudius's order. Along with Saint Marius, Valentine secretly married

couples. When his defiance was discovered, Valentine was brutally

beaten and put to death on February 14, about 270 AD.

During the Middle Ages, people in England and France held a

belief that birds started to look for their mate from February 14. This

popular notion further helped to link Valentine's Day with love and

romance. Over time, St Valentine became the patron saint of lovers

and they began to celebrate Valentine's Day by exchanging love notes

and simple gifts such as flowers. Valentine's Day gradually grew in

popularity. To mark the day lovers began to exchange love notes

called `Valentines' with their sweethearts. In the beginning the trend

was to send handmade cards but in the beginning of the 19th century

mass-produced greeting cards caught the fancy of the people. In the

course of time, Valentine's day came to be regarded as the festival

that celebrates love and not just romantic love. Today, Valentine's

Day cards are given to teachers, parents, friends, siblings and

sweethearts. Popularity of Valentine's Day has spread in countries

across every continent and is still increasing by the year.

On February 14 we will be celebrating Valentine's Day. It is a

time when LOVE is expressed to the fullest. If we have family

members, friends, siblings and we haven't told them how much we

love them or appreciate them, let's do it this year. As we keep that

beautiful word "LOVE" in our hearts and foremost in our thoughts,

we all should help to spread, not only our personal love but Jesus'

love to the whole world. Jesus is counting on us to spread His love to

everyone we meet. 

  SHEPPARD’S  CLOVER  FARM  STORE
! ! !  CHECK OUR PRICES  ! ! !

Gasoline  Groceries  Hardware  Lotto  Beer  Liquor
Propane Exchange Program - Sears Catalogue Agent

 DISTRIBUTOR OF PRODUCTS

from    MERCER’S MARINE 

mailto:blowmedowner@gmail.com
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SAY LA VEE

Conclusion of a short story submitted by an anonymous reader.

Part One was published in last month’s issue

“Hey, Fred, it looks like a wallet.  Yep, that’s what it is, a wallet.

Feels like it’s got stuff in it, too, but I can’t tell what, it’s all too

messed up.”  He wiped off as much of the mud as he could, then

opened the wallet but closed it again immediately and placed it on a

fence post in the sun.  “Better give it chance to dry out a bit.  We’ll

take a look at it when we break for lunch.”

Fred, meanwhile, had been watching with interest.  “Is there money

in it?”

“Can’t tell.  We’ll let it dry off a bit before we try to look inside, in

case there’s anything valuable in it.  It would be a shame to destroy any

legal tender of the realm by being too impatient,” said George,

grinning in anticipation.  “But there can’t be more than a small handful

of bills, if that, so it’s not worth getting too excited.  Might be enough

to buy your kids an ice-cream each, or maybe a trip to McDonalds.”

“No, I bet there’s more than that, George, by the look of it.  It looks

pretty fat to me.  Could be a few hundred, which would be okay split

two ways,” hinted Fred.

“Whatever it is, we’ll split it equally, Fred, but not till lunchtime.

It should have dried out a bit by then.  What would you do with your

share if we got a few hundred each, Fred?”

“Buy a few cases of beer for the weekend,” Fred said, “oh, and one

o’ them flat screen TVs with a built-in VCR and DVD.  What would

you do, George?”

“Sign up for some night school courses in the fall, and get my high

school diploma.”

“Why would you want to do that, George?” asked Fred with some

surprise.  “Didn’t you get enough of school when you was a kid?”

“No, I guess I didn’t,” George answered.  “All I wanted to do as a

kid was to get out of school and earn some money.  I dropped out

when I was fifteen.  Had to go to work to help the family out.  But after

a few years I realised I wasn’t satisfied with the jobs I could get, like

this one.  I figure that if I’d got my diploma I’d be a step up from this.”

George stopped digging and gazed into the distance, the wallet

forgotten for the moment as he dreamed of a better life.  Then he

continued.  “My dad got sick and money was tight.  So I quit school

and got a job delivering groceries in town.”

“But why would you want to go back to school now, George?

You’re close on sixty, aren’t you, most of twenty years older than

me?”

“Last chance to get out of this dead-end work, Fred.  Are you

happy with this kind of life?” asked George.

“No, but a few night school courses won’t make me a millionaire,

I know that.”

“True,” George agreed, “but at least I might get to be foreman like

Harry, or maybe one day have Gord’s job when he retires.  A man has

to improve his lot if he can, and he won’t if he doesn’t try, that’s for

sure.  I know I’ll never be a millionaire, but I could get something

better than this job, I can tell you that.”

“Well, good luck to you, George.  Anyway, let’s stop for lunch

now.”  Fred moved towards the wallet which was on the fence post

where George had placed it to dry.

“Ah-ah-ah—leave it, Fred.  Lunch first, okay?  Let it dry a bit

longer.”

They ate lunch with just a few desultory remarks to each other.

Then George stood up and retrieved the wallet from its resting place

and slowly began to open it.  Inside were a few cash slips which he

ignored, concentrating on extracting a wad of paper that was in the

main compartment of the wallet.  Sodden as they were, these papers

seemed to be still quite intact.  Cautiously he began to peel them apart,

but soon stopped.

“Come on, George, what are they?  Fifties?  Hundreds?  Hurry up!”

Impatiently, Fred craned his neck to see, as George continued his task.

“Looks to me like there’s a few hundred in bills here, Fred.  I think

they’re hundreds, and I counted eight already, so maybe we’ve struck

lucky.  But I don’t want to ruin them.  They’re wet through, like tissue

paper, and all stuck together.  Better wait till we get home so we can

spread ’em out on the table.”

Fred looked disgruntled, but nodded reluctantly.

They returned to work, saying little, pausing occasionally to look

around, each man thinking about the find, until a vehicle was heard

approaching from the direction in which Harry had left to go to the

bridge site.  George looked at his watch.

“It’s nearly four, Fred.  Maybe that’s Harry coming back.”

The vehicle appeared, but it was a car, not the pickup.  As it

slowed down, George recognised it.

“Hey, Fred, I reckon that’s Gord’s car.  He must be on the way

back from his meeting.”

It was Gord, and he stepped out of the car and greeted them.

“How’s everything, boys?  Harry said you didn’t have enough ballast

to do the job.”

“That’s right, Gord.  But aside from that, it’s okay.  We can’t

finish it though, unless we get more ballast,” replied George.

“It’s about time to finish for the day now, so collect your gear and

get in the car, and I’ll drop you off at the depot.  Put the shovels in the

trunk.”  Gord watched as they gathered their equipment, and then

George picked up the wallet that was spread out open in the sun on

his lunch box.

“What’s that, George?” asked Gord with interest.  “Let’s take a

look.”  George slowly passed him the wallet.

“Hmm ... looks interesting,” said Gord as he examined the

contents.  “Where did you find it?”

“Down there in the mud,’ answered George, indicating the bottom

of  the embankment.

“Hmm ... This side of the fence, was it?”

“Yep.”

“What were you planning to do with it?”  Gord pursued.

“Divide it between us, if there was anything in it,” said George.

“Hmmm ... well ... you say you found it on this side of the fence,

so that means it was found on highway property, so it has to be turned

in to the Department,” said Gord.

“Why’s that?” asked George, looking somewhat offended and

disappointed.

“That’s the rule, George.  Anything found unclaimed on highway

property by a Department employee belongs to the Department.”

“That doesn’t seem very fair,” complained George.  “We wouldn’t

have found it if we’d had enough ballast for the job, and if I hadn’t

been doing the best I could to avoid hanging around with nothing else

to do.  Seems like Fred and me ought to be able to keep it.”

“I agree,” muttered Fred.  “No one would ever have found that

wallet if we hadn’t been doing the best we could for the Department

even when they didn’t give us enough ballast to do the job.”

“I just told you the rule, Fred, that’s all.  I didn’t make it, and I

can’t change it, can I?  Rules have to be obeyed,”  rejoined Gord

somewhat defensively.  “I have to take it in.  That’s all I can tell you.

Now, let’s get going.”  With that, Gord got back in his car, placing the

wallet on top of the dash.  “Get in, boys, unless you want to walk

home.”

About half an hour

later George and Fred left

the highways depot

where Gord had brought

them.

“ T h a t  b e a t s

everything,” Fred was

saying.  “Gord will likely

keep that wallet.  He does

nothing, but he gets all

the perks.  By rights, that

wallet was ours.”

 “ T r u e , ”  G e o r g e

agreed, “but no use

arguing with G o rd .

You’d probably end up

getting fired.  Gord’s the boss, and he’s always right, you know that.

Little fellows like you and me can’t change it.  That’s the order of

things.  You do the best you can, and still you get shafted.  As the

Frenchman said, ‘Say la vee’.”

BYRNE’S STORE
Main Street, York Harbour  - Phone 681-2040

   FULL SERVICE GAS & DIESEL

Groceries, Confectionery & Beer, Hardware, Loto

A GREAT SELECTION OF LOCAL SOUVENIRS

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS - THEY KEEP US GOING

mailto:blowmedowner@gmail.com
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TOWN OF

LARK HARBOUR

Report of Regular Council Meeting of 27  January 2009th

Present: Mayor, Paul Keetch; Councillors, Sheila Jones, Jamie Park,

John Parsons, and Carol Rice. Recording Clerk, Debra Park.

Absent: Clerk, Louise Darrigan

Trail Committee Members: Paul Sheppard, President; Roy Gilbert,

Melanie Joyce, Donald Connolly, Howard Park, and Douglas Gilbert.

! Meeting commenced at 7:00 pm with Mayor Keetch giving Paul

Sheppard, Trail Committee President, his opportunity to speak.

Mr. Sheppard began with introductions all around and gave a brief

outline of the purpose for requesting this meeting.  He stated that

the Committee requested approval and/or support for an upcoming

festival tentatively planned for July 24, 25, & 26.  Several points

were raised in discussion, such as whether the stage and the

grounds and building would all be available for use.  This was

agreed but it was suggested that Port-A-Potties should be put in

place rather than for the Centre washrooms to be used all the time.

The question was also posed whether the Outlander boat could be

floored over for use as a stage.  Council saw no problem so long as

the integrity of the boat was not compromised and everything was

put back in place after the event.  Council members were all in

agreement and thought it good to see things happening again.

! Other initiatives of the Trail Committee were discussed and the

application to Crown Lands for a trail through to Cedar Cove was

now brought up.  The suggestion was made that this Committee

should perhaps meet with the Bay of Islands Enhancement

Committee to pool their resources.  Perhaps the new trail could

even be placed alongside the existing one but with trees to separate

the walking trail from the ATV trail.  It was agreed that both

groups should band together towards a common goal, and that an

update would follow. Committee members excused themselves

from the meeting at 8:55pm.

! Minutes of 16  December 2008 adopted as circulated.th

! Mr. Pearce’s item was deferred as he was not present.

! Building work project - supplies returned and credit due would be

returned in form of a cheque.  The excess plywood will be used for

the Outlander shields and any remaining will be donated to the

Enhancement Committee for their use. 

! Water proposal update. Nothing further received from Anderson

Engineering.  The Mayor will pursue the matter by telephone call.

! Community Capital grant for playground - Cheque for $1,000

received.  Dome upgrading will be done in the spring.

! Newsletter discussed with option of using the Blow-Me-Downer as

the means of advertising.  Clerks to check cost etc for this method.

! Financial report approved as presented with accounts payable also

approved in the amount of $20,004.61; also approved was transfer

of $10,000 from term investment to general account to cover

expenses until revenue starts to generate. 

! Dept of Transportation & Works letter about building permits was

discussed with suggestion that all members should have received

a copy to peruse.  Noted that a moratorium had been suggested and

council decided to follow this suggestion.  Clerks to place copy of

this letter and map outlining the area affected in the building permit

file for future follow up and implementation.

! Municipal Sustainability Self-assessment Report : Councillors

should have received a copy for prior review.  Directed to file. 

! Request re building lot J discussed briefly, and as council had

insufficient information at this time it was deferred to next meeting.

! Government Services - (1) Trail Committee application for Crown

Lands deferred until after  meeting with Enhancement Committee.

! (2) Application for an agricultural lease deferred as the fax was not

legible.  Clerk was directed to present originals for next meeting.

! (3) One grant approval was also noted and directed to file.

! Corner Brook Waste Management : increased rate in dumping fees

noted as inevitable and directed to file.

! Items for review - (1) Liquor Licence Transferral and (2) Property

Transferral - both noted and directed to file. (3) Request for Letter

of Support - Council agreed to provide this letter via e-mail.

! Federation of Canadian Municipalities communication about

membership and invoice : Council discussed it briefly and opted

not to become a member at this time.   Directed to file.

! St James School re : Crisis Response Plan - comment made that it

is sad to see things come to this.  Letter directed to file.

! CIBC and meeting payments method noted and directed to file.

! Information from Terry Loder re : Seniors of Distinction Awards -

directed to convey to the 50+ Seniors’ Group for their perusal.

! Christmas tree lights and what to do with them - discussed briefly

and comment made that if a student work project is available this

year the lights could be installed on the building at that time.

! Addition to Agenda : Salting of Joyce’s Road is inadequate.

Clerk directed to contact the contractor to correct the problem.

Meeting adjourned at 9:30pm

A LITTLE BIT OF HISTORY

George Sheppard 1837-1917
George Sheppard, proprietor of “George Sheppard & Sons”, a major

business in Lark Harbour a hundred years ago, was one of the leading

citizens of the town.  He was born about 1837 in the Spaniard’s Bay

area, and as was the case with many people of his age, when he was

in his twenties he headed west for the fishing.  Probably about 1855,

around the age of 20, the young George went to Labrador as a

fisherman where the fishing was plentiful.  Seasonal work on the coast

there was common, and large numbers of fishermen with their wives

and families spent the summer there, returning to the Island in the fall.

While on the Labrador George married Susannah Vokey who was

also from Spaniard’s Bay.  It is possible that the couple had known

each other for some time back in Spaniard’s Bay.  The marriage took

place on 17th September 1864, and on the same day Abraham

Sheppard and Theresa Vokey were also married.  All were from

Spaniard’s Bay, and may have been related, two brothers marrying

two sisters.

Eventually both couples moved to Lark Harbour where they made

their permanent home and raised their families.  George was an

enterprising young man and was soon securely established as a

business man in Lark Harbour.  At that time the Bay of Islands, the

last part of the West Coast to have permanent inhabitants, was being

settled, mostly by people from the east coast, and a few from the

mainland.  Settlement was difficult and even dangerous in the 1860s

because of the Treaties (Utrecht, Paris, Versailles) which had been in

effect since the early 1700s and gave fishing rights, but not rights of

settlement to the French.  Lobster and herring were the mainstays of

the fishery, and several lobster canning factories had been set up in

the Bay of Islands.  George built himself a profitable business,

owning boats and a store which supplied the fishermen and bought

much of their fish.

In 1900 the Western Star began publication in Birchy Cove

(Curling) and on 1  May 1900 that newspaper published the followingst

report: 

MR. SHEPPARD TAKES A DIP

What very near proved a drowning occurred at Lark Hr. on Thursday

last. Mr. George SHEPPARD, of Geo. SHEPPARD & Sons, was

boarding a fishing vessel, and missing foothold he fell in the water.

Fortunately he is a good swimmer, otherwise he certainly would have

been drowned. Notwithstanding his advanced age, 60 years, he struck

out for the shore and reached safe and sound without much

assistance.

In 1906 George bought a schooner, the 87 ton Burnham H , and

the following January he set sail with a cargo of herring for Halifax.

Soon after they passed South Head into the Gulf they ran into foul

weather, a southeast gale with snow.  Near Cape St George the

weather turned worse, and the Burnham H was struck by a heavy sea

which tore away much of the superstructure and rigging and left the

ship unable to make much headway.  On 10  January another big seath

destroyed more of the ship and eventually it ran aground on “The

Chains”, a dangerous shoal.  After several hours of hanging

desperately on to the wreck, another sea moved it from the rocks and

brought it close enough to shore that by means of ropes and a dory

George and his crew were able to reach land.  The Burnham H was

a total loss and several other vessels were destroyed in that same

storm.

George Sheppard died on 24  May 1917.  His wife Susannah diedth

on 20th July 1930.  Both are buried in the Lark Harbour Cemetery.

If anyone can supply further information about George Sheppard, his

business, his vessels, etc, please contact me.  The incident of the

Burnham H is described in greater detail in the book Collision at

Dawn and Other Thrilling Stories of the Sea by Robert C Parsons.

See Library Notes on page 6. S.L.H.
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Call 681-2256 or FAX 681-2229 or email   blowmedowner@gmail.com   with important dates to be listed in the Community Calendar.

No charge for Personals and short Public Service Announcements. Arrange for your up-along family and friends to receive an email copy.

THINKING ABOUT TOWN TAXES

‘FEE FOR SERVICE’ TAXATION

THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF TOWN COUNCILS are many and various, but

can be summarised in a single statement: to provide for the

effective operation of the Town for the benefit of its residents.  In

order to fulfil this obligation, costs are incurred and must be paid for

by the town.

A typical town in Newfoundland & Labrador obtains revenue from

two main sources: 

(1) residents and businesses owning property or doing business within

the town’s limits.  (about half of the revenue for Lark Harbour).

(2) grants from government (next largest source for Lark Harbour).

Revenue from these sources varies according to a number of factors

including population, industries, and employment.  Numerous other

factors like isolation, terrain, age and expectations of citizens etc, also

affect revenue.  Towns with more industry might have more tax

revenue generated from business tax and less from property tax.

The amount of tax levied on any given property depends on the

assessed value of the property.  The assessed value is a figure based on

the same set of factors that govern the saleable value of the property,

and this varies according to many factors including size, location,

condition, proximity to services like schools, hospitals, airports, and

even subjective factors like recreational facilities, scenery, garbage

dumps, traffic noise, etc.  This is complex and requires the services of

a professional to determine the value, especially when properties are

not bought and sold so often in small rural towns.  Usually the assessed

value will be somewhat lower than the actual market value.  The

assessment service is provided by the Municipal Assessment Agency

(MAA), a branch of government.  All properties are assessed at

intervals of a few years, and when renovations or improvements have

been made.

Using the results of the assessment the Council then prepares a

budget for the year.  When the total expenditures are determined a

taxation mil rate (a dollar amount per $1,000 of assessed property

value) is decided.  This mil rate is then used to calculate the actual tax

to be paid for each property.  A recent rate for Lark Harbour was 6

mil, which yielded an average of $240 per residential property (also

the minimum tax).  Some properties were taxed a little higher.  The

current year has seen an increase for all properties.

This service provided by the MAA has to be paid for by the town,

and of course that payment is met from the town’s income.  In Lark

Harbour’s case, the total cost of the assessment which has to be paid

each year amounts to about $10,000.  This is a fairly large proportion

of the total that Lark Harbour generates from property taxes.

Considering the high cost of the assessment, some smaller towns

have begun to question the benefit of using that system, and instead

they have decided upon a Fee for Service.  This means that all

residential properties pay the same fee, a logical system since they all

receive the same Services provided by the town.  Some of the towns

using this system are Hawkes Bay and River of Ponds, both on the

Northern Peninsula.  The town of Gillams in the Bay of Islands is

presently considering it.  It should be noted that Fee for Service is

really only appropriate for small towns, since larger places have a

greater variation in services and amenities.  For example, if your home

is located in downtown Corner Brook close to the paper mill, you

might expect to pay a lower tax than a home overlooking the scenic

Bay of Islands! 

There are many advantages to the Fee for Service system.  The

obvious one is that it frees up a relatively large sum of money (about

$10,000 in Lark Harbour’s case) for the town to use for something that

will be of real benefit to the people; or, alternatively, the Fee for

Service could be reduced.  The system is also less complicated than the

assessment system since everyone pays the same amount, and therefore

it demands less of the clerk’s time to operate it.

Perhaps the greatest disadvantage is that those with larger and

newer homes pay the same tax as those with smaller, older ones.  But

considering the big cost that is saved to the community, everyone

benefits.  The difference between homes in small towns is not so great.

At the present time Lark Harbour is not considering introducing the

Fee for Service system, but with the tightening economic situation for

everyone, any way to reduce costs, or to avoiding the need to increase

taxes, becomes more desirable.  Fee for Service is not a cure for every

financial problem, but it certainly could help.  As with any new system,

there would be start-up difficulties to be resolved, but the benefits

should outweigh the drawbacks, especially when we save $10,000 for

our town.  Residents of Lark Harbour may like to consider the idea.

Please remember that the figures quoted in the preceding

article are only approximate and will vary

with time and changes in circumstances.

GLOBAL  WARMING  FOR  THE  SHARKS ???

We’re hearing so much about global warming these days that

sometimes it’s hard not to be a bit flippant about it.

Scientists say that sharks have been around longer than

almost any other living creature, so what do these two have

to worry about?  Certainly not town taxes, anyway!

FOOD  BANK  NOTES
by

Susan Harvey

BLAME THE WEATHER!

FOOD BANK COLLECTIONS at the church in January have not been

nearly as good.  Congregations have been pretty small, however,

presumably because of the weather.  Even if we do make it to church,

putting on all that cold weather gear stops us thinking about anything

else, such as a food bank donation.  And even if we remember it after

we get out of the house, it’s too much trouble to go back.  Hopefully

we will make up for our sins of omission when the weather picks up

to the point where we can think about something besides how horrid

it will be to go outside.  Perhaps we should try to remember how

much more we might be suffering from the winter weather if we were

out of work and hungry.   Bring on spring!

There has been some confusion as to which particular items of

food were being requested each Sunday.  Please don’t feel that you

can’t bring anything if you don’t know what was suggested.  It is a

SUGGESTION.  Sometimes the outlets let us know that there is some

particular item they are short of, but mostly we just try for a more or

less balanced list.  For February the suggested list is:

February 1  tinned fruit

February 8  soup - any kind

February 15  tea and coffee, hot chocolate

February 22  crackers, cookies

March 1     flour, bread and roll mix,YEAST

Any time: sandwich makers, meatballs, stew, milk, cereal, jam,

peanut butter, cheese spread, rice and potatoes, beans, canned

vegetables or fruit, sugar, juice; anything non-perishable that you

think you might appreciate if you were a Food Bank client.

Again, thank you very much for anything you do to help those in

need.  Remember: When you feed someone who is hungry, you have

done it for Jesus, as the Gospel of Matthew tells us.

SHEPPARD’S  GENERAL STORE
York Harbour   -   Phone 681-2060

   

A wide selection of VHS and DVD movies for rent
   

Groceries, Knitting Wool, Paint, Hardware, Fishing Supplies

mailto:blowmedowner@gmail.com
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LIBRARY NOTES
by

Susan Harvey

Check the Newfoundland Collection!

Quite a few interesting new books have been received in the library’s

Newfoundland Collection.  Some of the first to catch my eye were the

following, including one from our own Lark Harbour author **:

1.  One for Sorrow, by Mary Sheppard **

2.  What They Wanted, by Donna Morrissey:

3.  The Imperfect Librarian, by Elizabeth Murphy

4.  Jump Ranger Jump, by Earl Pilgrim

5.  Sails Over Ice: Northern adventures aboard the SS Morrissey,

by Captain Robert A Bartlett

6.  Silk Sails: Women of Newfoundland and their ships, by Gordon

Handcock, Historical Geographer

7.  The Newfoundland Railway, 1898 - 1969, by Les Harding

8.  Leaving Newfoundland: A history of out-migration, by Stephen

Nolan

9.  A Short History of Newfoundland and Labrador,

Newfoundland Historical Society 

10. Collision at Dawn and Other Thrilling Stories of the Sea, by

Robert C Parsons

11. Christmas Treasures: Newfoundland Stories and Christmas

Recipes, by Lisa Ivany and Robert Hunt

12. The Smallwood Years, by Ray Guy

In One for Sorrow, Mary Sheppard has produced a second book set in

rural Newfoundland.  The first, Seven for a Secret, was recognizably

set in Lark Harbour, where Ms Sheppard spent many summers in her

youth.  The second, however, is set in a small south coast community,

somewhere near the present Conne River; in the book it is called

Riverbank.  The main character is a girl who is pretty much a loner.

She doesn’t fit in with her classmates, and also finds her schoolwork

impossible.  Her father is away most of the time, her mother spends all

her time in bed, and her sister is considerably older and unsympathetic.

Many of her problems do get sorted out, but it is very difficult for her.

One character from the first book does make a very brief appearance.

Ms Sheppard now plans a series of seven books altogether based on

the old poem starting “One for Sorrow...”.  Apparently she now lives

in Toronto and is an executive producer with the CBC.

NOTE: This  book seems to have disappeared from the library.

If you have seen it, please tell Lesley.

What They Wanted, by Donna Morrissey, was something of a

disappointment to me.  I have not read Ms Morrissey’s first book

dealing with the same family, and I have been told it was better.  To

me, this book is about a strange and dysfunctional family who could

have lived anywhere; but maybe the Newfoundland background is

more authentic than I would know?  In this story the family’s original

home was a small, presumably fictional, outport on White Bay called

Cooney’s Arm.  They did have to go through the resettlement process,

however, after their fishery failed; and they wound up in Hampden.

The main character, Sylvie, is the grand-daughter of Sylvanus Now in

the first book.  Most of the book deals with the family’s feelings and

attitudes toward each other and the world around them; and their

dreams.  There seemed to be no sense of place, either in Newfoundland

or once the young ones went out to Alberta.  I had very little feeling of

sympathy with them, and I still don’t know “what they wanted”.  I

don’t think they knew.  I expected the book to portray something of

how a more or less normal young Newfoundlander would be affected

by the very different lifestyle they encounter in Alberta.  These people

never got past trying to cope with the problems they brought from

home.  I hope Ms Morrissey’s other writings, for which she has

received several awards, present a more likable picture of

Newfoundland life and Newfoundlanders.

Elizabeth Murphy, who wrote An Imperfect Librarian, is a librarian in

the provincial system.  Her book is perfectly readable, about a young

fellow who has lived in several different countries, but who is finding

a home in Newfoundland.  His job is trying to digitise the provincial

library system, with considerable resistance from the entrenched and

more book-oriented staff members.  In his life outside work, as you

might expect, he makes some good friends and they help him to

achieve a more laid-back Newfoundland life.  Not much plot, but

pleasant reading.

Earl Pilgrim’s latest, Jump Ranger Jump, is a true story dating from

1943 during the Second World War.  It deals with the ordeal of

Newfoundland Ranger Jack Hogan stranded in the wilderness of the

Great Northern Peninsula after being forced to parachute from a

plane.  The ordeal lasted for fifty days, and was made much more

difficult by the fact that his companion, a British airman, was maimed

by frostbite and almost completely helpless.  To make matters worse

it turned out that their plight resulted from a mis-communication

leading to totally unnecessary hardship for Jack and the one British

airman - and death for two others: the plane landed perfectly safely at

Gander.  It is fascinating to read how Jack was able to cope for so

long with no supplies; and then to realise that he was really only four

miles from civilisation — Hawkes Bay.  Mr. Pilgrim recounts some

of his encounters with people who were there and knew some of the

story.  One of his conversations was with the Cecily Smith who was

recently in the news as an old woman still able to shoot a bear and

load it in her truck.  It makes the reader feel close to the events.  I

would think almost anyone would enjoy reading this book.

The other books are pretty much what you would expect.  Everyone

is familiar with Captain Bartlett’s name   The book about women ship

owners contains a great deal of information, with dates and locations

and the names of the ships.  The book about the railway will be a

must-read for railway enthusiasts; your editor has already ordered his

own copy.  The book about leaving Newfoundland concentrates pretty

much on people leaving, mostly to earn a living.   There is not much

about after they got where they were going; though he does seem to

feel very strongly that wherever they went was lucky to get them —

and that Newfoundland has been the loser.  He credits the failure of

the fishery with being the biggest impetus for people leaving — and

repeatedly points out that this means that the young people leaving

now have almost no hope of ever coming back to any kind of living.

He feels that both the federal and provincial governments could have

done things in a way that would have been better for Newfoundland.

I think I might get a copy of the Newfoundland Historical Society’s

book; who better to write about our history?  There is a lot in a very

small book.  It starts with native peoples in the Ice Age — 9000 years

ago — and comes pretty much up to the present; it was published in

2008.  There are several timelines, which make a good quick

reminder if your knowledge of history is a little rusty, and quite a few

interesting pictures too.

The two collections of stories are both very readable.  Christmas

Treasures would be good for reading out loud — maybe at

Christmas?  There are all kinds of stories, and they are not too long..

The recipes look good, too.  Both this book and Collision at Dawn

are the latest in a series of similar books; the library has many of

them.  I did note one mention of Lark Harbour in Mr. Parsons’ book.

Apparently Captain George Sheppard (of George Sheppard & Sons,

Lark Harbour) left for Halifax with a cargo of herring in his ship the

Burnham H, but was wrecked further down the coast and washed

ashore at Black Duck Brook.  None of the crew were lost, but it must

have been quite a storm; apparently three other ships were lost or

nearly lost the same day in 1907.  

The Ray Guy book would probably appeal most to someone who

lived through the Smallwood years here in the province.  His writing

was more political then — he didn’t seem to care for Joey — and

perhaps a little less entertaining.  It would definitely be better to read

them a few at a time, not all at once.

If you are tempted by all these new books, feel free to come to the

library and check them out.  Adults are recommended to come either

in the first hour of opening any weekday from 2pm to 3pm; or

Tuesday night from 6.30pm to 9.0pm.  There will be no computer

games at those times.  Past issues of the current series of the Blow-

Me-Downer are available for consultation in the library; ask Lesley.

The present rotating collection will be here until around the end of

February.


